Tak mporen geHb. MHe MPeIoXUIU CeCTh, TOKa JIyKac urpa, 1 s BOCIOJIb30BaIach
BO3MOXKHOCTbIO, YTOOH! 3aKPHITh I'Ia3a U pacciabuThes. d He OblIa yBepeHa B TOM, YTO IPUHECET
MHe Oymyliee, HO, II0 KpalHel Mepe, s X0Tejla Hac/laXkaaThCsl 9TUMHU MaJIeHbKMMHU MOMEHTAMH, IT0Ka
Morya. O6en ObIT HEOONIBIIUM [EJIOM, U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 51 C TPYIOM yroBopuia JIykKaca paccka3aTh
MHe 4TO-HUOYyOb 0 HeKpoMaHTe. OH OBIJT HACTOPOXKEH, U MEHS PacCTpauBasio TO, KakK B OHY CEKYHIY
oH Mor 0e3 KonebaHu BHITATUTh KCTOPHUIO CBOEH CEMbH, a B CIIEAYIOIIYI0 OH 3aKPhIBAJICS, KaK
MoJITIocK. Ho 3T0 He 3Ha4MIIO0, 4TO 5 COOMPAIOCh COATHCS.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ITPeX/Ie YeM 51 CMOTJIa TPUTJIaCUTh €0 Ha YKWH, OflHa U3 TOPHUYHBIX BOIIIIA B
MY3BIKaJIbHYI0 KOMHATY, 00BSBUB, UYTO MaTHAC X04eT IOTOBOPHUTH C JIykacoM. T1o BEIpaXKeHUIO €ro
JUIA 5 3HaJla, YTO HUYEro XOPOLIEro U3 3TOT0 He MOXKeT ObTh. OH OGbICTPO U3BUHUIICS, U OXPaHHUKH
IIPOBEJIX MeHs 00paTHO B MO0 KOMHATYy.

U 3pech g Gblyla COBCEM OfHA CO BUepalllHel HOYM. BhI yKe MoeHb, 1 MHe, 32 HeUMeHUueM
Jy4Iero TepMuHa, BCe 3TO Hafloesno. BEIIO Tak Masio TOro, YTO MOXKHO OBUIO CHeNlaTh B ONUHOYECTBE
B cnianbHe 06e3 KHUT, My3BIKYM UJIM KOMIIAHWY, YTO MHE UCKPEHHEe CTaHOBUJIOCH CKYYHO.

[ToaToMy 1 peluia yCTPOUTh Yaenutue. s ogHOro. [IoTOMY YTO Jaxke MyxXu He IPUOIU3UINCE.

¢ He mymara, 4To 3TO GymeT Tak IPOCTO. MHe MPOCTO HYKHO OBIJIO CIIPOCUTh IMUIIU, MOTY JIH 5
BBIITUTH Halo Ha OanKkoHe, U Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT OHa BCe MOAroToBuia. ClamocTy, Yaii, cTomn. A
Obla youBJieHa Tako# 3¢ (GHeKTUBHOCTHIO.

B MoeM cBeTII0-KeNITOM IIJIaThe M MIATKOM IMPUYECKOM, KOTOPasi OCTaBIsija HECKOIPKO MOUX JIOKOHOB
CcBOOOMHBIMY, BEIpaBHUBAS MOe JIUIIO0, ST YyBCTBOBaja ceOsl HacTOsIIeN IPHUHIIECCOH, MbIOLel Yall Ha
OalKOHE CBOETO ABOPIIA, XOTA Obl Ha OOHY MUMOJIETHYIO CeKyHAY. CrenaB I'JIOTOK U3 YallKH, S
nepebpasia Bce, YTO 3HAJIa 0 HEKPOMaHTe, KOTOPHIM mpubymeT 3aBTpa.

XO0Tst OH MOT OBITh TIOX0XK Ha KOT'0-TO, KTO JIETKO MOT OBITH CTAaTHCTOM, ITPaBaa, B TOM, YTO
HEKPOMAHT, C KOTOPBEIM CBSI3aJICSI BUKOHT, OBII BasKHBIM ITePCOHAXkKEeM [IJIsT MAHTH, XOTS OH TaKXe
yMep B KOHIIe 9TOU apKu. [IoyeMy 3TOo TakK, CIipocuTe BeI? [I0TOMY 4TO OH OBLI HE TOJIBKO
IIepCOHAX«KeM, KOTOPEIM MO3HAaKOMUJT HEKPOMAHTOB B MaHTe. Y Hero Takxke OblT Y4eHUK, KOTOPHIH,
y3HaB 0 CMEPTH CBOET0 X035IMHA, XOTEJI OTOMCTHUTD I'epOsIM, TOJILKO YTOOHI 1T03Ke IIePEeRTH Ha UX
CTOPOHY TIOCJIE CEPUU COOBITHM, KOTOPhle U3MEHUIM UX TOYKY 3peHUS Ha TO, UTO 3[EeCh IIPOU3OIILIO.

OTOT yYEeHUK BIIOCIIEICTBUY OKAXKEeT HEBEPOSTHOE BIIMSHIE Ha CI0KEeT, CTaB KIII0YOM K TTTaBHOMY
repoio, KOTOPHIH, B KOHIE KOHI[OB, CMOXKET II00EOUTh OOJIBIIOE 3J10.

B mioboMm criy4ae, BepHEMCS K HeKpoMaHTy. OH OBIJT OUeHb CTaphIM YeJIOBEKOM, C XapaKTePHBIMU
cepeOpsSHBIMU BOJIOCAMH CYIIECTB, KOTOPHE eCTECTBEHHLIM 00pa30M BliafieId OTPOMHEIM
KOJINYEeCTBOM Maruu, 1 HeOORIKHOBEHHBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU, KOTOPHIE OH IIepeiasl CBOeMY YUeHHUKY
nepen cMepThio. OH Takxke OBITT CYPOBBIM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIM BEPUIT B CUITY IIPEIKOB B TBOPEHUSX U
M3MEHEHHUSIX MUPa B COOTBETCTBUHM C M3HAYAIbHOM PEIUTHEN CBOEro Hapoaa. B KoHIle apku
HaMeKHYJIH, YTO Y HETO MOTJIM ObITh BeCKHe IIPUYMHEL [J151 BHIIOJIHEHUS PUTYalla, @ B BOCMIOMUHAHUSX
y4eHMKa BCeraa IoKa3blBajlu, YTO OH YeJIOBEK C TBEPOBIMU U CUJIBHEIMU HeajlaMi, KOTOPHIM He
COTHETCS, eCJIi He y3HaeT YTO 3TO HeoOX0guMo.

WTakK, co BCEM 3TUM, 5T MOTJIa 3aKJIIOYUTh, YTO Y HEKPOMaHTa, ©UMs KOTOPOTO, K COXKAJIeHUIO, 5T He
MOTY BCIIOMHUTE, Obl/Ta TPUYMHA IPUHECTH MEHS B KePTBY IJISI PUTYyasa, XOTS 9TO MPOTUBOPEYHUTIO
OJHOMY M3 €T0 OCHOBHBIX ITpaBuil. Y, HCXOMs U3 3TOTO, I CMOTY 3aCTaBUTh €T0 IIOTOBOPUTH CO MHOM
Hae[uHe U MOJIYYUTh He TOJIbKO IPUYKUHY, HO ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTE 3aK/II0YUTh C HUM CHEeJIKy. B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, JlakKe eCJIi Ha 9TO HaMeKalld, Y XKePTBOIIPUHOIIEHUS He ObIII0 HUKAKOM I1e/Il, KpoMe Kak



IIPUBECTH T€POEB B 9TOT 3aMOK ¥ IIPUTIAaCUTh MaTraca u JIykKaca B UX TPYIIY, IIOTOMY 4TO,
pasyMeeTcsl, BAKOHTeCCa He BO3POAUTCS (HaMoJIro) B KOHIE KOHI[OB, U IIJIaH BUKOHTA OKOHYATEILHO
TIPOBAJTUTCS.

Y uMeHHO IJIs1 9TOH IeNTd Y MeHs ObUT KO3BIPEK B PyKaBe, U 3TO OBIJI0 MOMMU 3HAHUSIMHU O OyTyIIEeM.
OcHOBHas Ilelb HEKPOMAHTOB COCTOsI/Ia B TOM, YTOOBI ITPeCKa3bIBaTh OyAyIIee C IOMOIIbI0
yMEePIINX, a He CO3[aBaTh apMHUio 30MOU, YTO B TI0O0M ciIy4dae ObIIIO HEBEPOSITHO CJIOXKHO U
IPUHIMIIHAIBHO HEBEPOSITHEIM. Eciu MHe ymacTcst yOequTh ero, 4TO Y MEHs eCTh KaK0e-TO
SICHOBUEHUE, OH 3aMHTEPECYETCSI MHOM M OTKAXKeTCS MPUHOCUTh MEHS B XKEPTBY, HECMOTPS Ha
IIPOTECTHI BUKOHTA. JTO OBIT MOH IIJITaH ¥ MOSI eQUHCTBEHHAS HafleXKa; PAaCCYUTHIBAs HE TOIBKO Ha
€ro MHTEPEeCH], HO ¥ Ha ero JIMYHOCTh U Ueassl, YTOOL yOeOUTh ero, YTO MHE OYHeT Jydllle XKUTh.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KaKoii ellle y MeHs1 ObUT BapuaHT? 3a MHOM IIOCTOSTHHO HabJiofanu, y MeHsl He OBLIO
HU OPYXKUsl, HU COI0O3HUKOB. { IIpaKTUYEeCKU OKa3alach 3[ECh B JIOBYIIKe. f, KOHEYHO, [IOHUMAIIA,
YTO 3TO He MOXKeT OBITh MOMM €JUHCTBEHHHIM IIJIAHOM, HO Ha JaHHBI MOMEHT 3TO ObLI
€OUHCTBEHHBIY IIJIaH, KOTOPHIX S MOTJIa IIPUAYMaTh, X 3TO OBLIO JIyd4llle, YeM HUYETO.

¢ KuBHYa, Bcelsisd B ce0s1 yBepeHHOCTh, KOTOPOM He YyBCTBOBAJa, KOTTla IBUXKEHNE U3 I[BETHUKA
BHHU3Y IIPUBJIEKJIO MOE BHUMaHUe. fl IOBEepHYJach, ¥ MOU Tjla3a BCTPETUIIUCH CO 3HAKOMBIMU
YepHBIMU T'Jla3aMHu. JIyKac 0CTaHOBUIICS, €T0 IJia3a CTajau O0IbIIUMY U YOUBIEHHBIMY, U S MOPTHYJTIa,
yTOOH YOEIUTHCS, YTO HUUET0 He BUXKY. MOXKeT OBITh, OH ITPOXOAUI MHMO, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETH, KakK y
MeHS [efa, ¥ He 0XKuman, 4To s Oymy IuTh 4ait Ha 6anKoHe?

Kakoit 6b1 HU OBl7la TPUYKMHA, HEIB3sT OBIIO YIYCKATh IMaHC. 1 BCTana U IpeyBeInuYeHHO MaxXHyJa
pykoi. «JIykac! Kak npusitHo Te0s BumeTs! [Tlouemy Obl TeOe He MOUTHU CO MHOM IOMUTD Yai?»

Benneiii peOeHOK He 3HaJl, YTO fenaTh. 4 MoHsIa ero Hexesanue. Emle Buepa s 6e3 KOHIIa pyrajia
€ro 3a TO, YTO II03BOJIKJI IPUHECTH MEHS B XKEPTBY, a Telleph Besa cebs npyxkemo6Ho. He cuuras
3TOTO, 1 HEe 3HaJjla, YTO CKa3asl eMy MaTuac Buepa, XOTs UMeJla CMyTHOe IIPeICTaBIeHHe O TOM, UTO
3TO0 OLLIIO.

Bce eme.

"Brl He npupéte?" 9 Hamyrna ry0wl, 130 BCeX CUJI cTapasich BeCTu ce0st Muio. JIykac OblsT JOBOJIBHO
cnab mpoTUB KEHCKUX Yap, KakK 5 BCIIOMHUIIA U3 HAIlWX B3aUMOMENCTBUN B IOCTeNHIE THU U
HEKOTOPHIX CLIeH U3 MaHTU. ITO [IPOU3O0IIIO0 IOTOMY, YTO OH He 4acTo 00IIaiCs C HUMU B CBOeU
JKU3HH, KpoMe MaTepHu. YTo XK, y Hero He ObIJI0 MHOTO KOHTAKTOB HU C K€M, KPOMe 4JI€EHOB €T0 CEMbHU
WM COTPYAHUKOB, TaK YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OH ObIJT CYaCTIIUB, HAKOHEIl, UMEeTh KOT'0-TO €ero BO3pacTa, C
KOTOPBIM MOKHO ITIOTOBOPUTE.

B mo6oMm ciiydyae, MOM MTOIBITKH, Ka3aoCh, He uMeu 060/1b1I0ro 3ddeKTa, IOTOMYy YTO OH BCE ellle
CMOTPEN B CTOPOHY C TeM Ke HeJIOBKUM B3TJISIAOM B rja3ax. Heyxkenu MaTuac Tak CUIIBHO €ro
pyrai, 4to 60sJICcst Jaxe B3TJISTHYTh MHe B I'71a3a? Ho oH Bce elre OB TaM, HETIOOBUKEH, TaK UTO,
BO3MOXKHO, €eIlle He BCe IIOTEPSHO.

4 cobupanach OTKPHITh POT, YTOORI ITONBITATLCS YOEOUTH €r0 B MOCTIETHUN pa3, KOT{a, HaKOHell, OH
B3[OXHYJI, 3aKPHUI T'Jla3a ¥ [T03BOJIAJI CBOMM IIJledyaM OIYyCTUThCS. "Bbl cobupaeTech HacTauBaTh?" €ro
T0JIOC 3By4asl IIOJaBJIeHHO, XOTA 5 He 3aMeTusa 0co00T0 CONPOTUBIIEHNS B €ero ToHe. ¢ 3Ha/a 3To, OH
OEeVCTBUTEIBHO KaX/al YeJI0BeYeCcKoro o0meHus. 1 omapuia ero CBOer NMydIien yasl0Kou.

"Koreuno!" IIpocTto npumu yxe!

OH moKayas roJI0BOH, U 51 3aMeTHJIa, YTO Ha ero rybax IMosBUJIach Jierkas yneioka. O, oH cMescs



Hago MHOU? «Xopolro, 1 6yny 4epe3 MUHYTY».

OH ucYe3 BHYTPY 3[aHUs, PEIIOI0KUTEIHHO TPOOPABIIKCE B MOIO KOMHATY. f1 cella ¥ CHOBA
BBITIMJIA, OBOJIbHAS. DMUIIM [TOCMOTPETIA HA MEHSI, PUIIOOHSB OPOBE.

«Mucc, g OBl IIOCOBETOBAJI BaM He...»

"Cmacu00, HO HeT. {1 B IOpsiiKe, BOT TaK.
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