— M=l xopoto moobuianuck ¢ Mepcenec, Tak 4TO 3aBTpa MbI y2Ke OTIIPABUMCS OMOI. - CKa3ajia MHe
MacTep Bo BpeMsi 3aBTPaKa CerofHsI YTPOM.

Korma MbI mpuexanu ciofia, OHa CKal3ajla MHe, YTO He X04eT 3afepKUBAThCS HA[OJIr0, HO S IoJlarana,
YTO OHA XOTeJla YBUETh Becéyoe nmuilo Mucc Mepcenec, Ipexkie YeM BEPHYTLCS B IEPEBHIO.

E€ cnoBa BeI3BaIM Y MeHs ellé 6osblliee HETEPIeHUE, 5T JOJIXKHA CIIPOCUTh Y ApHOIbTa 060 BCEM, UTO
KPYTHUJIOCh B MO€H T0JI0Be, 10 KOHI[A JHS.

¢4 mnoxo cmana 1Mo HoYaM, MOTOMY 4TO AyMasia, KaK CIIPOCUTh €0 U YTO OTBETUTH eMy, KOT/ia OH
CIIPOCHUT, OTKya s 3Hato 006 JpBUpe uiu (poHTaHe, WU T0YeMy MeHs BOOOIIe 3TO HHTepecyerT.

[TpaBpma nu TO, YTO S CHIBIIIANA, 4TO ¥ T€0sT CKopo OymeT cectpa? HeT, 3To oueBUAHAS JI0XKD, MEHS
Cpa3y e PacKpoIoT.

4 cnpimana, 4To y Te6s1 eCTh OUeHb MUIas CECTPEHKA, 3TO IpaBaa? My emé Het?

bl ayMalla 00 3TOM COTHH Pa3, HO TaK U HE CMOTI'JIa C(l)OpMYHI/IpOBaTL BOIIpPOC.

Ho y mens mMaso BpeMeHU. { HoXHa COenaTh 3TO CErOfHS.

MHe ocTaThCs ¢ APHONIBTOM HaemuHe, iy OymeT Ovl nyuire, eciniu Mucc Mepcemec OymeT psgom?

[Toka s ¥30 BCEX CHJI IIBITAJIACh MPUAYMATh XOPOILIYIO e, YTOOR MPUOIU3UTHCS K UIeaTbHON
CUTYallu¥ ¥ CIIPOCUTH ero 060 BCEM, BHE3AMHO 3aroBopuiia Mucc Mepcenec.

— Jlaypa, mouemy Obl TeOe He TIOWTH C HAMU, MHOM U APHOJIBTOM, B Cajl 1€KapPCTBEHHHIX TPaB B
IIeHTpe ropoaa?

9tu cmoBa Mucc Mepcenec MHE€ O4Y€Hb CUJIBHO IIOMOT'JIN.

q KHWBHYJIA B OTBET Ha IIPUTJIAIIEHHUE, 1 MBI BTpOéM OTIIPaBUJIUCE B Cap.

Bro6aBok K TOMy, 4TO 5 He MOT'Y IIOJIyYUTh XOPOoIllee IpefCcTaB/ieHNe 0 TOM, KaK HadaTb PasroBoOp C
ApHONIBTOM, OH Jaxe He BCerga OTBeuaeT Ha IPUBETCTBUE, TaK KakK S NOJIKHA CIIPOCUTH 3TO O TOM,
4YTO Y MEeHs Ha yme?

Ho s y6enuna ce0s1, 4TO y MeHS BCE IOJYYUTCS, U TOKOLITIA K ADHOJBTY.

— Mucrep ApHOJIBT...



4 cobparsa BCE CBOE MYKECTBO, YTOOLI 3aTOBOPUTE C HUM.

— Yro0?..

HpOH.UIO MHOT'O BpeMEHHU C Te€X II0P, KaK MBI Pa3roBapuBalld B MoCIemHUN pas. Ho on orBeTun Mue.
9TO 3HAYMUT, YTO g MOT'Yy IIOTOBOPUTE C HUM, ma?

Mrucc Mepcefec ckasaia MHE, YTO TO, YTO OH CKa3aJ MHe, KOTfa s Iprexaja, Kak OH OTpearuposall,
KOTT]a MHEI BIIePBbIe BCTPETHUIIKCh, ¥ TO, YTO OH CKa3aJ B MPOIIJIEIA pPa3, BCE 3TO ObIIO TOTOMY, YTO OH
C CaMOTO0 Hayajla BUEeJ BO MHE COIIEPHHUKA.

M-M-M, HET, IOAOXKANTE, pa3Be 3TO He STOUCTUYHO? Bo BCIKOM Ciydae, 1 yBepeHa, YTO OH BCE PaBHO
BUIUT BO MHE KOT'0-TO.

OpHako g He 3Halo, 94TO TOBOPHUTE OaJIbIlIe.

Motii roJI0C 3aCTHII OT HalIpsA2XKeHud, U 4 CKa3aja...

— Mucrep ApHOMIBT... ¥ Te0OSI €CTh CecTpa WK KTO-TO elle?

WHTEpEeCHO, KaKoe Y HEro BeIpakKeHue JIUIla, KOT{a OH YCIIRIIIAT MOM BOIIPoC? f He BUXKY ero JIHlla,
TIOTOMY 4YTO MBI COOMPaAeM TpPaBhl, CUOS CIIMHOM K CITHHE.

¢ He cBOAHMIIA T'JIa3 C JIeKaPCTBEHHOW TPaBHEl B MOEW PYKe, U IIPOMAOJIKUIIa TOBOPUTS, IIHITASICh
TIOJIyYUTh XOTh KaKON-TO OTBET.

— ¥V MeHsT CKOpPO MOXKET IOSIBUThCS OGpaT UK CECTpa, - CKa3asa .

— Ho s He 3Hal0, KaK o0paIaTbCs ¢ MaJieHbKUM 6paToOM UIIA CEeCTPOM... 4 clpalinBaja MHOTUX
IOPYTUX OEBYIIEK, KAKOBO 3TO - UMEThH CECTPY, HO...

— YV MeHs HeT IIPUYHH OTBEYATh Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC.

JIoX®, KOTOPYIO 4 IIpHUAyMadJjla 3d HOYb, YTOORI YCIIBIIIATE O CYIIECTBOBAHUN SHBBI/IpH, CTapasiChb
TOBOPUTH KdK MOZXKHO €CTEeCTBEHHEE, O60pBaHaCb OIIEJIOMIIAIOIINM o6pa30M.

ITocne atoro MeXNOy HaMH BOIIAaPUJIOCh MOJITYaHHE. Y MeHs He 0CTanoch MYy2ZKeCTBa CHOBA 3arOBOPUTH
C HUM.

— Ax! Y ApHonbTa eCcTh XOpOIlleHbKas MalleHbKas CECTPEHKA.



— Macrep!

Henoskoe Monyanue HapylWuiu He 1 4 He ApHOIBT, a Mucc Mepcegec.

Yousnenue ApHOJIbTa BHE3allHBIMU CJIOBAMH MaCTepa 3dCTAaBUJIO €T0 BCKPUKHYTE OT
HEOXKUOaHHOCTH.

4 Toxe Oblyia yAuBIIeHa, HO 6ojlee TOTO, MOE Cepplle MOOIPHITHYIIO OT ¢JI0B Mucc Mepcefec.

— Y ApHosnbTa ecThb cecTpa...

— a! Y Tebs HeT npuuuH oTBedath Jlaype, ApHonmbT? O Boxe! Th Tak 3aCTEeHYUB.

—Yr...

— Tl BYepa CKa3asl, YTO C Hed TPYOHO Pa3roBapuBaTh, TOTOMY YTO 3afieTa TBOSI TOPHOCTH, HO TH
TIPOCTO CTECHSIEIIhCS Mofel. ITO MOBOJIBHO TPYCTHO MAJI MalbYuKa TBOETo Bo3pacTa... "Ho MHe GBI
OY€eHb XOTEeJI0Ch, UTOOHI JIaypa X0Tela MOTOBOPUTL CO MHOM".

— Macrep!

Mucc Mepcepnec, KoTopas Oblla II0X0Ka Ha aHTesa, Telepb 030PHO yikbanack, Kak 6yaTo e
HPABUJIOCh APA3HUTh CBOET0 MOJIOMIOTO YUeHUKa, B TO BpeMs KaK APHOJIbT, KOTOPHIM OBLI TaK KPacuB
CO CBOMM 0€CCTPACTHHIM JIMIIOM, CTaJl IPKO-KPACHBIM, ¥ Hadas 4YT0-TO 60PMOTATE.

BBl Tak CUIIbHO OTNIMYaETECH OT MOETO MPeACTaBIeHUS 0 Bac. MHTepeCcHO, a BHYTPHU S TOXKE He TaKas,
Kakas CHapyXu?

Mucc Mepcepec, BCE elll€ yaei0asich U CMesiCh, IIOATONIKHYJIa ApHOIbTA Bliepen. PaccTosHue MeXIY
MHOU ¥ TUIIOM APHOJIbTA CTAI0 HAMHOTO OrXke.

— Hy-Hy-Hy, s He nmpoTuB o61ieHus. Y ApHOIbTA €CTh CECTPa, KOTOPOH 2 rofa, fa?

— Eil mo4YTH n49Th NeT, MOel MJafllei CecTpe...

JlapHo, Temeps "cTapas g" nogyMmau!

4 oTyassHHO IEITAIaCh BCIIOMHUTD BCé, YTO MOTJIO OBl MHE IIPUTOOUTHCA.

Bynymmi oTBaXKHBIYM T€pOY MOKUAAET OePEBHIO HE3aL0JIr0 N0 CBOEro 17-netus.



Jlykacy ceidac HeBsiTh JIET...

910 OymeT MpUMEpPHO Yepe3 BOCEMb JIET...

Cectpe ApHonbTa cernvac 4 roga...

[To mpocToit MaTeMaTHKe, K TOMY BpeMeHH, Korfa JIyKac OTIIpaBUTCS B CBOE IyTelllecTBHe, el 6ymeT
OBEHaOlaTh JieT.

OnbBrpa Oblla TeHUATLHON AEBYIIKOM, CaMOy MOJIOOM U3 IPYIIIIEL

¢ He TIOMHIO €€ TOYHBIY BO3PACT, HO, CyHs 110 BHEIIHeMY BU[Y, 51 OBl CKa3asa, YTo el 0Kojo 12 jer...
IIPUMEPHO.

— K-k-KaK e€ 30ByT? - cupocua s JpoXKalliM I'0JIOCOM.

[Tocne cekyHOHOTO Kojle0aHus ryOsl ApHOIbTA II€BENIbHYINUCE.

KakuM-To 06pa3oM, B MOEM CO3HAHUM, JBUKEHUE ero pTa HaKIagblBaloCh Ha 00pa3 reposi B UTpe.

— OnbBUpa.

[IBUKEHUS, MBICITH - S 3aMepiia.

9mnbBUpa.

SnbBUpa PokKo.

OnuH u3 4yIeHOoB Trpynmsl B «[TocnenHuit xpabper».

I'eHmanbHas OJEBYIIIKa C OTPOMHBIM KOJIM4YE€CTBOM Marmu4eCKOoU CHUJIb B MaJI€HbKOM TeJIe.

ManpumK 1epeno MHOM, Y KOTOPOTO eCTh CECTPa, - 3T0 6paT INMbBUPHI, KOTOPHIH, IO ClTyXaM, ObII
yOpaH U3 UTPH U3-3a COKpallleHus GoaKeTa.

Heyzxkenu oH TOT MEPTBLIN ITepCcoHaxX U3 «IlocnemHuit xpabperr»?

HeT, moka paHo menaTh TaKOU BHIBO.



He3aBucuMo OT HCTUHHOM IIPUPOOEI CIIYXOB, OH HE IIOABIIAJICA B UTPE.

Ho BO3M0XKHO, UTO OH CYIIIECTBYET B 9TOM MHUPeE, HO ITPOCTO HUKOTTIa He YIIOMUHAJICS U He ObLI
IIpeCTaB/IeH IIMPOKOW MyOIHKe.

MoxeT ObITh, TOKa I'epo¥ ¥ ero MJIalias cecTpa IMyTeIIeCTBOBAIM U CIIacaii MUP, OH OB
JKUB... TOE-TO.

4 Ha MrHOBeHUE IIpepBajia CBOX MEICJIH, YTOOKI IIPOAOJIZKUTE PA3TrOBOP, IIPeXOe 4eM OHU 3aMEeTAT
[11(0): 8 KOTOpBIfI g UCIIBITAlla.

— Munoe uMms, ma? TH 4acTO €€ BUOUIIE?

— Hy...

C0BHO IIHITASICh CKPHITH IIOKPACHEBIIIee U0, ADHONIBT YCTaBUICS B 3€MJII0. Manb4uK ero
BO3pacTa... TaKOK 04YapoBalllka, HO S He MOTY AyMaTh ceidac 00 3TOM.

— OH oueHb NTIOOUT €€, IpaBra, ApHONLT? TH XBacTasics MHE, YTO Y TBOEM 0YapoBaTeNIbHOM MyIafle
CECTPEHKM eCTh TaJlaHT K Maruu - 0-0-0-04€Hb HEBEPOSTHHIN.

— Vx THI! YouBuTenoHo!

Y Heé ecThb TaJlaHT K Maruy, IIO3TOMY Oosbllle MHE HUYETO He HY2KHO 3HATh.

Cectpa ApronbTta Pokko - 9mbBupa Pokko.

4 He 3HAlO, UTO XXe MHe JesaTh.

OJ_T,HO YYBCTBO B MOei T'PyOou Ha4daJio uC4e3aTh, B TO BpeMA KaK MHO2KECTBO OPYI'UX BOIIPOCOB
IIOSIBHJIOCH B MO€EH TOJIOBE, U BCE B OOHO 1 TO K€ BpeMH.

He3aBucruMoO OT TOTO, IBISETCS IU APHOJBT MEPTBHIM II€PCOHAXKEM UTPHI UJIH HET...

fABnsieTcs U OH IepCoHaXkeM, KOTOPBIH CyLleCTBOBaI B ITapasljie/IbHOU UCTOPUY, HO HUKOTIa He
YIIOMUHAJICI B OCHOBHOU UCTOPUU?

Asnsgetcs nu mup «IlocnenHuit xpabpel» TakuM, KaKUM ero MOMHUT "cTapas g1"? Vnu mup, B
KOTOPOM 5 celyac KUBY, U3MEHUICA?



EcTh mu BEPOSATHOCTH, HTO MO BCTPEYa C HUM KaK-TO IIOBJIMAET Ha GYJIYH.IGG 3TOTr0 MI/Ipa?

¢ He 3HAI0, YTO MHE HYXKHO Jle/IaTh, @ YTO HET.

¢l He MOT'y HMY€ero pacckasaTh eMy, fla ¥ YTO S CKaxXy? Bynb 0CTOPOXKEH, a TO CKOPO YMPEIIh??

HeoxupgaHHas 110C/IeN0BaTEIbHOCTh COOBITHN CMYTHIIA MEHS..

bl OyMalla, AyMaJia 1 CHOBa OyMaJld... ¥ OTKa3aJIdChk OT MBICJIIM OYMAThb 00 3TOM eIn€ OoJblIIe.

9TO He TOT BOIIPOC, Hafl KOTOPHIM MOKHO ITOAyMaTh U HAUTH OTBET.

Torga HET CMBICTIA AyMaTh 06 3TOM.

4 ugy TeM nyTEM, B KOTOPHIM Bepio ¥ KOTOPHIN BhIOpaa.

OTO MOS XKU3HB!

Jlaypa, y Te0Os TOJIbKO OffHA KU3Hb!

W Hamo ImepecTaTh II0JIaraTbCs Ha CBOM BOCIIOMHUHAHU .

[Tpenwinyinas XKU3Hb - 9TO MPEbIAYIAst JKU3Hb, @ HACTOSIIAasA KHU3Hb - 3TO HACTOSAIIas KU3Hb.

HGYI[I/IBI/ITGTIBHO, YTO €CTb HEKOTOPHIE OTIINYHAI...

9ToT MHDP Ooblle He HIpa... 3TO HEe Ky4Yad JAaHHBIX, COEJIAHHBIX YE€JIOBEYECKUM PAa3yMOM.

Bynymee MOZXKET USMEHUTHCA HAaCTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO 51 3TOT'0 3aX04y, HET onpenenéHHoro IIyTH, 1o
KOTOPOMY MHE€ HY2KHO UTH.

4 3gech, 4TOOB U3BMEHUTH CBOE OymylIee.

— O 4éM TBI TOBOPHUIIB?!..

— A, 4T0? A YTO IIJIOXOTO B TOM, YTOOK TOBOPUTE IIPABAY?

¢ mocMoTpena Ha HUX CO CTPAHHLIM YYBCTBOM B I'PYOH.



9 mpuHSsa peuieHne U O0JIbIIe He CBEPHY CO CBOETO IIYTH.

OHU 4TO-TO FOBOPUJIX OPYT OPYTY, KOrAa BAPYT 3aMETHUIU, YTO S CMOTPIO Ha HUX.

3ateM Mucc Mepcenec OTKPGHIJIA I'lla3ad, KakK GYI[TO BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO OHU Ha MTHOBEHUE 3a0bl1u 000
MHe, 1 61aroxesnaTeTbHO YJ'IBI6HYJ'IaCB.

— Oy-dy-dy, npocTtu MeHs. I HEMHOTO yBJIEKIIaCh.

— Tl Tepsielb CBOM aHTeIbCKUM O00IHMK Mepeq OpyruMu, MacTtep.

W3 crioB ApHOba S 3aK/TI0YHUIa, YTO HAacTosIas Mepcenec - 9To Ta, 4To Obljla ceidac, a He Ta,
KOTOPYIO 51 BCTpeTusa Ipu Ipue3fe Croaa.

[TpekpacHas u godpoxkenarenbHas Mucc Mepcemec, KoTopas OblIa TPeaMeTOM MOEr0 BOCXHUITIEHHUS. ..

Ho Terneps C Heu Jierde pa3roBapuBaTh, OHa Oo7iblile TTOXOOUT Ha npy}KenfoﬁHon CTAPYI0 XKEHIINHY.

Bort uTo 5 mogymaia o Mucc Mepcezec, Korga oHa IIpUKpPLEIBaa POT PYKOM U yibi0anach, XUXUKas,
Kak pebEHOK, KOTOPOTo HalllJla MaTh, KOTa OH eJI TOPT.

Ho, KoHEYHO, 51 He MOTJIa CKa3aTh et Hu4ero nogobHOro, II03TOMY O0TBeTUIa Mucc Mepcenec emne
OIHOM YIIEIOKOM.

[Toce HETOBKOTO MOTYaHHUs, CIIOBHO IBITAsICh Pa3PSOUTh TSXKENTYI0 aTMocdepy, Mucc Mepcenec
CKa3aJja, CJIOBHO KaKasi-TO CBaxa:

— [IBe meBOYKM U OOMH MaJlbYHUK... M-M-M, HaM HYXKeH elllé ONUH MaJIb4yuK...

CHoOBa BOLIAPHUIIOCh MOJTYdaHUE, U 1 3aTOBOPHUIIA, Ad2Ke HE II0OgyMaB:

— 0-0-0! A 3TOT cap DaBHO 37ECh?

qa peniniia He 0eCIIOKOUTLCS, HO He MOTJIa Xe 5 He CIIPDOCHUTH 00 3TOM.

— Xa? [la, maBuHo. OH ORI 3[IECh €IIE N0 MOET0 POXIeHus. - 0TBeTHuIa Mucc Mepceec,
obopaunBasich, YTOOH 5 HE 3aMeTua JII0OOILITCTBA Ha €€ JIUIlEe, U B €€ B3rIsAIe Oblla KaKas-To
IIevasis.

Y 31b(h0B 0YeHb [oJras XKHU3Hb, TAK YTO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO OHA TOPAa3f0 CTapIIle, YeM BhITJISIUT.



HaBepH0e, IIponijao COTHIO JIET, €CIIN HE OoJBIIIe. .

¢l He 3HAI0 TOYHOM JATHI, HO S YBepeHa, YTO 3TOT cajl ObLI IIOCTPOEH He HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha3ajl.

Teneps s yBepeHa.

CHUTTeHXeJIbM - TOPOJ U3 UI'PHL U HAacTOAIIMY CUTTEHXENIbM B MUpPE, B KOTOPOM s XKUBY Ceilyac,
OT/INYAIOTCA APYT OT Apyra... 34ech HeT Iiolanu (OHTaHOB.

[Toka st 06MyMBIBajIa CBOM MBICIH, 5T 3aMeTHJIa, 4YTO Mucc Mepcenec ¢ mo6OmBTCTBOM CMOTPHUT Ha
MEHS.

MHue HY2XKHO ITPOOOIXKHUTD.

— YouButenbHO, na? Takoi 60mbINON caf B IIeHTPe ropofal fd HMKOr[a paHbIe He BUIela HUYero
1omo0OHOro...

— JTa. Ho 06 sToM cafme Ts1xKeso 3a00TUTHC. ..

Mmucc Mepcenec TOpbKO paccMesiyiach ¥ Me[IJIEHHO IIOIIIa IIPOoYb, He CKa3aB 0Oosibiiie HU cjioBa. OHa
oCTaBujia HaC OOHUX.

4 He cobuparoch BO3BPAILIATHCS K TOW JKe CUTYalldH, UTO U PaHbIlle, KOTHA fiBa YeloBeka 60K 0 00K
CcOOMPAIOT JIEKapCTBEHHEIE TPABhl, UTHOPUPYS MIPUCYTCTBHE APYT ApPyTa.

¢ Ovlna roToBa MOWTH 3a He, KOTHa BAPYT yCIbIIana Iojioc ApHOIbTa T03agy MEHS.

— 91 HameIoCh, YTO TBOM MaJIeHbKUU OpaT WM cecTpa POOUTCS 0e3 BCIKUX IMPoOIIeM. ..

¢4 3acThITa Ha MONMYTH, HUKOTHA OBl He TIoflyMalia, YTO OH CKaXKeT MHe TaKoe, K COXKaJleHHUI0, 3TO
OblJ1a TPOCTO JI0XKb... [IpoCcTH, HO Y MeHs He OymeT OpaTheB U CECTED.

Llens - y3HaTh 4TO-HUOYAb 00 DNIbBUpE - YCIEIIHO JOCTUTHYTA.

¢4 3abrita 0 cBoéM BooGpakaeMoM OpaTe, HO, BO3MOXKHO, APHOJIBT XK/IaJl CBOETro IIaHCa CKa3aTh 3TO,
TIOTOMY YTO OH BEPHJI, YTO 5 OEHUCTBUTEIILHO OECIIOKOIOCH 00 3TOM.

OH xopouuy cTapmui 6pat, mogymara 5.

Mrucc Mepcemec cKa3aja, 4YTO OH OUYeHb IIPUBSA3aH K CBOEU CecTpe.



A He OyMaro, 4TO €€ cJioBa OBUIM JIOXKBIO... HO S HE MoTJia cefe 3Toro IIpeacCTaBUuTh, HO CJIOBaA
ApHoana, TOJIBKO 4YTO CKa3aHHBIE MHE, YGGJII/IJ'[I/I MEH4, 9TO 3TO TakK.

— He Gecnokoiicst o ToM, 9T0 Tebe menaTh, KOT[ja OH UM OHA IOSBUTCS. 1 yBepeH, YTO TOT/IA ThI
caMma BCE y3Haelllb.

YépHble rja3a U ero NPUCTaIbHbIM B3I IIPOH3AI0T [0 TJIyOMHEI AYIIHN, ¥, eCTECTBEHHO, OH
YIIBIOHYJICS.

4 3axoTena cka3aTh €My, 9TO 3TO JIOXKE.

Ho B T0 Xe BpeMs s OblJIa CYACTIIMBA, 3TH CJIOBA 3HAYaT 0YeHb MHOTO, ¥ JaXKe eCJIM s CPJraja, OH
OeHCTBUATEJIbHO OecrIoKouTcs 060 MHe.

ToT dakT, yTO y DNMIBBUPHI, KOTOPas OOHAXKIH CIACET MUDP, €CTh TakKoi HeXHEIN Opat, coesnasn MeHs
CYaCT/IUBEIM.

— Cmacubo.

¢ Mory y3HaTh €ro JIy4ile, MOXKeT OBITh, MBI CMOXKEM CTaTh APY3bsIMU, U JaXKe eClIi HET, 1 YBepeHa,
YTO MBI CMOKEM XOPOIIIO IIOTagUTh.
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