Y OeByIIKH eCTb TO, YTO KaXKeTCs CIIUILKOM OOJBLUINM U TSXKeNbIM AJII He€, HO y He€ flaxe U OpOHU
HeT. OHa BHIITIAAENa CIMUIIKOM MOoJIofoi. CKopee BCero, OHa TOro ke BOo3pacTa, YTo u ['mpyxu, net
TaK BOCEMHaLlaTh MaKCUMYyM.

Iymalo, MbI y2Ke BCTpEYauCh.

Y He€ OB YEPHBIE BOJIOCH U ajble T'1a3a. LIBeT e€ rina3 ObIIM CIIMIIKOM PO30BHIE, HEXKEIHU ajible. B
eé 3pauke OBIJIO CTPAaHHOE CUSHUE, KOTOPOe 3aCTaBJIsJI0 YYBCTBOBATE ce0st HeKoM$popTHO. He MoxeT
ObITh. Kak Tak. 3To XKe oHa. B TOT meHb, B mepeBHe boma Ha miomaau. HeT, HO 9TO CTpaHHO.
CKOJIBKO JIET MPOIIIIO C TeX coObITui? CKOIBKO eii OBII0, KoTfa 3To ciayuunnock? HeBodaMoxkHo. Ho,
OHa M0X0xa. Mory Nuillb IPEeOIoI0XKUTh, YTO 9TO OAUH U TOT XKe 4yesa0oBeK. CIUIIKOM II0X0XKH.

- THL...
Ho Bcé xe, mpaBma 1y, 4TO MOBCTPEYABIIKCH BO BTOPOM Pa3, BCTPETUMCS U B TPETUM?

EcTb nepeBo nop Ha3BanueM "KoponeBckoe opeBo”. 3To 06bIYHOE Ha3BaHME, HO 3TO BEICOKOE BEUHO
3eJIEHOE JIepeBo, KOTopasi paclipoCTpaHeHo B IePeBhX K 3amany oT [yppaHa. ITo peKpacHoe
KPYTJIOe IepeBo, KOTfa 0HO MOJIOZO, HO C BO3PaCTOM BHIpPACTaeT B HeJIeTIOe NEePeBO.

JItokapuK 4acTo B30UpaeTcs Ha caMoe 0OJIbIIoe KOPOJIeBCKOe OIPeBO B OKpyre. [lenath Heyero. EMy u
BIIpaBOY HEYero fefaTh, OH YaCTO IPUCIIOHSJICS K BeTKe, YIIUPABIINCh CIIMHOM B CTBOJI, UTO SIBJISIJIOCH
JIY4ILIEM CII0COOOM TTOYyBCTBOBATh Ce0s MpUATHO. MIHOTa OH JieXkasl Ha fiepeBe. A UHOTa fake
YMYAPSICS B3APEMHYTE.

"TIpaBna, mafieHNe He caMmoe Jyuie. BeicoTa 4yTh 6ombiie 30 MeTpoB. 4 OBl He CTajl TaK MHOTO
TOBOPHUTE..."

HHorma s TOBOpIO caM C CO0O.

BpemMs oT BpeMeHU s TOBOpIO cele.

- MHe He C KeM IIOTOBOPUTh.

Korpga st cMeroch B OQUHOYECTBE, 3TO 0YEHb pa3fpaxkKaer.

OnHako, 5 PUBHIK K 9TOMY. f ClI0Masi CBOM YelllydyaThle MasIbIEl ¥ IIOCYUTAJ CE30HH], IPOBEIEHHEIE
B 9TOM JIECY.

[Ipomwmsio yxke wmecTs j1eT. Tak MHe y2Ke BOCeMHaLUaTh jIeT? Y MeHs KOI'TH PacTyT...

JIroKap¥K YKYCHUJ B KOTTH CBOeM IpaBoi pykKu. KorTu simepuiia TBEPHble U 0YeHb YOOOHbIE, HO 5
IOJIXKEH fepkKaTh X KOPOTKUMHU. Y YeJioBeKa-siliepa CUIbHas YeIi0CTh, U faXke eClIU BHIafaioT Ulu
yenryTcsl 3yObl, OHK BCE PaBHO BEIPACTAIOT, TO3TOMY OH Hadas KycaTh CBOU KOI'TH 0€3 HCII0JIb30BaHUS
MHCTPYMEHTOB.

Kpowme Toro, silllepuiibl pacTyT 04eHb OBICTPO. ITocye mepBrIX CTa AHEN KOPMJIEHUSI OHM HaUMHAIOT
xonuTh. OHU UOYT II0 CTOTIAaM MaTepH MIPHMEPHO [0 TPEX JIET, HO IPUMEPHO K YEeTHIPEM rofilaM OHU
BBIPACTAIOT OO B3POCTIBIX, ¥ C HUMH 00palaiTcs KakK ¢ TOMEXOH.

Korga oHu pasmydaloTcs C CEMbEN, OHU CTAHOBATCS 4yKUMH. Y Jl0OKapuKa HeT HU MaJlelIiero
JKeJlaHUS BULETHCS C MaTephlo. YTO KacaeTcsd OTILia, TO OH JaXKe He 3HaeT, TaK YTO HeT Pa3HUIlE], eCTh
OH TaM WU/ HeT.



Y HUX eCTh THE3[A, HO HET HoMa. JIIogu-SIIepHl XKUBYT TPYIIIaMy eIUHOMBIIITIEHHUKOB, KOTOPLIE
00pa3yroT cTaw, a He ceMbi0. Ho KTo Tako# JItoKapuK, KOTOPHIMA 3TOTO He [Ie/TaeT U XKUBET OOUH B
JIeCy IepeBLEB?

-fdu PaHbIIEe OBLIT OXOTHHKOM, TdK 4YTO A CIIPABIIIOCH C 3THUM...

Kakoit Ol ipo1ast XKu3Hb He Oblyia, OH 4yBCTBYeT cebs simepoM. C Ipyroil CTOPOHE, OH YYBCTBYET
YTO OTJIMYAETCS OT BCEX OCTA/IbHAIX SiIIepoB. Torma Ha BOMPOC, YTO OH TaKOe, OH He MOT OTBETUTH

cpaay.
- I HUKTO ¥ He SABNSIOCH HUKEM WHaye, Kak...?
MHe KaxeTcs, s CHbIIa 3Ty ¢ppasy rae-To JaBHO. ITO MHOTO AJIS TOT'0, KTO XKUBET NUIIb 18 neT.

Ou xuBeT Oomnbiite 18 net. [TepBomy Oviio 29 net, BTopoMy - 18 net, TpeTheMy - 18 net. U B
YETBEPTHIN pa3 Obu1o 18 nerT.

-XM...
[TomépruBas 111e10, OH 3aMEeTUJI IBUKEHUE B HajleKe.

OH HaIp4r ri1asa ¥ IOCMOTPEN Ha CEBEPO BOCTOK. TaK MHOTO iepeBbeB. TOUHO. ITO HE 3BEPh. ITO
JIIOK. YOUBUTEIBHO, YTO OHU BOPBAIUCH B IMHUIO IEPEBLEB.

Hy BoT, onsith. B Hamm gHM MHOTO Iiofed. 910 BUHa Mmnepun.
[Tpu yrmomuHaHuU 00 3TOM, TOPEYb PACIIPOCTPAHSIETCS OT ropJia K TPy, IPOCaYUBasCh K XKeTyIKY.

[oBOPSAT 4TO YeIOBEK 110 UMEeHU APHUTPA B30IIEN Ha TPOH KaK UMIIepaTop uMnepuu ['emacrap,
OKOJIO TPUALIATU IATH JIeT Ha3ad. CeMb IeT CIyCcTs AfpuTpa U3MeHUI UM Ha IBelacTHlo, a
oduiranbHOe Ha3BaHue - UMnepust A6comoTHOro YemoBeueckoro Poma.

HiMmepust Bcerfga CTPEMUIIACh PACIIMPUTE CBOIO TEPPUTOPUIO. Bo BpeMs mpaBieHus AIpuTpa OHa BCE
Oonbiie u 60Jbllle CTPEMUIACh BECTH BOMHY IIPOTUB APYTUX HAPOMOB.

3a 1IecTh JIeT [0 TOTO, KakK JIIokapuk Boiéen B Jlec [lepeBLeB, UMIIEPUS €IIl€ He BTOprajach B [IyppaH.
He cMoTps Ha 3TO, CIyX4 O BOWHE ObUIM HEM30eKHEI, M 6eKeHIIH YaCTO CTaHOBUIIUCH €€
cBupeTensiMu. Takxke ObIJIO IPUHSTO CIIBIIIATh, YTO U3THAHHBIE COJIIATH IOBCIOY COBEPIIAIN
Haberu. Mup cTajn xaocoM. Tak TOBOPUIIH JTIOIH.

MHe BCE paBHO.
JIroKapuK CKUMAJI IPaByI0 PYKY U BBIABIXAT.
4 xouy 3a0HITh BCE.

¢ He X04y y4acTBOBaTh HU B iMmepun, Hu B OUTBE, II03TOMY 51 XKUBY IIOCpenu fepeBheB. OH IBITANICS
yOenuTh cebs He BMEIIMBATHCS B TO, YTO €My He HYyKHO OBLIIO 3HaTh, KOT{la OH cOexkal B JIec.
OcTaHOBUCH, He denau 3Toro. Thl 3aTBOPHUK?

OH ocTaHOBUJICS ¥ ynal psapoM ¢ KoponeBckuM [IpeBoM, KOTOpPOE €Illé He BEIPOCIIO.

- [Tama!



lleBy1IKa mmo3Bana oOTIa.
- [Totoponucse, Kapyxa!
MyXCKOU r0J10C OTBETUII €H.

[IBOE MyXKUYWH CpPEOHUX JIET, U MOJIOZOU YeJIOBEK IIpolLnyu MuMo KoposieBckoro [IpeBa, rae mpsaraics
JliokapuK. PrizkeBosiocas meByika Obiia cienyioie. JIlokapuk ORICTPO MPOTSHYJI PYKY U CXBATHIT
IEeBYIIKY 3a JIOKOTh. [leBylllka 3aKkpudasa. JIloKapuk OBICTPO OepPHYJ AEBYIIKY 3a COOO.

- BricTpee cropga. Jlyuiue pa3genuMmcs.
- Ia, Tak u coenaeM.

- OH MEYHUK, He BOJIHYUCS.

- Ho, TBOM oTel...

PrixeBonocas meByllKa IEpHYyTa 3a muno. OHa youBieHa BHe3alHoU cuTyanuu? Het, He u3-3a 9TOrO.
OHa B 3aMelIaTenbCTBe. HaBepHOe U3-3a TOTO, YTO AIIEPO-TIOKOOHbIM YeI0BEK CXBATUII €€ 3a PYKHU
KaK B OPIMHOM XBaTKe.

B 3aBHCUMOCTH OT OKPYXKEHUS, SIIePo-Mofo0HbIEe TOABEPTaOTCS MIPSIMO# TUCKpuMUHaImu. He
CYILIIECTBYET UesioBeKa C KOIIauybUMHM YIIIaMHU UM COOQYbMMU I'0JIOBAMU. JTO U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHU
TIOXO0XKM Ha penTunuii? HecMoTpsi Ha TO, UTO OHU IIOJTHOTIPABHbLIE MJIEKOTIETAOIIHE.

- YTo BHI IpecenyeTe?
PrixxeBosiocas geBylliKa, BO3MOXKHO, ITbITajIaCh OTBETUTH, HO HE MOTJIa BBITOBOPUTHCH.

OHu coBCeM He IOX0XKH APYT Ha Apyra. OHU IPHMEPHO OJHOI'0 BO3pacTa U OfETH OOUHAKOBEI, U HEE
PBHIKHE BOJIOCHI, HO 3TO BCE.

Hymaro, ouu 3Banu e€ Kaanyxa unu 4T0-T0 Bpofe Toro. OHa He Murmta. KoneuHo, oHa He Mumia. {1
3HaJI C CaMOTr0 Hayvara.

JIroKap¥K TOJIKHYJ PBIXKEBOJIOCYIO B O/IM3IeKaUIINii KYCT U BBITAIUI 3a3yOPEeHHbIN MeY U3 e€
CaMOfeJIbHBIX TOSICHUYHBIX HOXKeH. Korfia OH moneTanach BHIUTH U3 KyCTOB, OH IPUTPO3UTI € TUXUM
roJI0OCOM, CKa3aB, YTOObI OHa He BHIXOZIUJIA U3 KYCTOB.

BrBI7I0 HECKOIBKO IOPOTO, KOTOPHIE ITPOXOOUIYN BAOJIL Kpas Jieca, ¥ BAOJIb BHEIIHEro Kpas, Kyaa
IPUXONUIIY U YXOOUIIU KYIIIEL U Ty TeIeCTBEHHUKHY.

B nocnenHwuit pa3, KOTrfa OH Ha pacCBeTe TYJISI 110 JIeCy, OH BUJIEeN KOCTPHI, ITie cumenu 6omnee
IecsTKa JII0fed U pacnuBaau. Takux JII0ferd MHOTO. & MPOCTO OXOTHUK. f1 yBepeH, 4YTO OHU
HEeHaBUAAT OpaThCS BCEM CepAlieM, HO OHU IIPOCTO YMUPAIOT OT JKeJlaHus BIIacTh B IPOCTh. {1 yBepeH,
YTO CMOTY HAUTH CIToco6 3aCTaBUTh ce0s caenaTh 9T0. 9 yOuII MHOXKECTBO 3Bepel COOCTBEHHBIMHU
PYKaMH, ¥ flaxke eCJIi OHM JIIO[H, S MOTY CHeJlaTh 3TO C TaKUMH yOuiamMu. BoT Taxk.

4 yBupen purypy Mexny gepeBbsiMU. OTO OHa, f AyMalo.
OH UgeT Ko MHe.

Memnblile, 4eM S 0Kuaan. MOKHO CKa3aTh, YTO OH CTPOMHLIN. OH OBIT OOET B TOXMOThS.



Hemnpasga!

OTa [eBylIKa.

OHa cNUIIKOM I'psi3Hast, YTOOLI CKa3aTh HaBEePHSIKA, HO €€ BOJIOCH, HaBepHoe, YépHBle. Ho eé rma3a.
Angre.

BepHee, OHU LIOKKPYIOIIE PO30BHIE, HEXKEIH ajlble. ITOT IIBET.

9TO XKYTKOe CUSHHE.

Ona ofeTta Kak 6exeHka. Ho, 3T0 He Tak. ITO [AJIMHHEBIN, TOHKWY IPEIMET B €€ pyKe - Med? TpyaHO
CKa3aTh, JIe3BUE 9TO UJIU HET, TaK KaK OHO IMOKPEITO YEM-TO BPOAEe TEMHOU CIU3U. JIOXMOThS, B
KOTODEIE OHA OfleTa, TOXKe.

X0m0HOE, KaK KPOBb.

JIOXMOTbSI BO3MOZKHO ITOKPHITH KPOBBIO, @ KPOME TOTO, OHa MOTJIa OBITh YK€ CYXOH.
JItoKapuK 3HAI ee.

- THI...

OHa ocTaHOBUJACh, XOTS OHA ¥ MOTJIa He JielaTh 3TOT0, IIOTOM €€ B3TJISI[] YCTPEMUJICS IIPSIMUKOM B
JIIoKapukKa.

Maro Toro, 4TO OHa Irpsg3Hasi, HO U KPOBb OTBAJIUJIOCh, U OHO OCTHLIIO.
U BcE xe, BleYaTIEeHUS OCTAJIACH.

- 4.

Ona cKa3zaja 3aTUXIIUM T'0JI0COM.

- THIL.

crpocur JIIoKapuK APOTHYBIIKUM ro10ocoM. OH He MOT CIIPOCHUTE.

- Y4TO THL... 4YTO THI TaKO€?

- d, Opuka Openepuka!

[ToToM oHa ycTpeMusnach Ha Hero. OHa Oblyla HEBEPOSTHO OBICTPOM, XOTh U TOIIEH, KaK CIIUYKa. B
OIHO MTHOBEHbE, OHA OKa3aslach psAmoM c JIlokapukoM. Med, KOTOPBIM OHa fiepzKaia, NI MOXKeT
OBITh, 3TO OB HE Med, CKOpee BCero yObeT ero ceridac. Het, Hudero takoro. [Touemy sTa KeHIIMHA
BCerma ofHa u Ta xke? [Touemy s He Mory cOexaTs? [Touemy?
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