ITo Topoay IMPpOHECCS IIOPEIB BETPA, cOuBas JIIofeN C HOT, U BCe TIISIAeNn €My BO CJiefl, ragas, 4TO Xe
9TO OBLIO... JIUIIb BBEICOKOYPOBHEBBIE dBAHTIOPHUCTHI MOT'JIM CMYTHO PDA3JIMYUTH YeJI0BeYeCKUU CUTy3T.

- ITomoxmu MeHst, Koupy, s mokaxy tede, 4TO Telepb MOS CHjIa He YCTyIaeT TBoei! U g 00s3aTeIbHO
cracy tebs ogHaX b

3a mapy MUHYT CUITy3T IIepecek Bech TOPOf, U, TIepefieTeB Yepes3 TOPOACKYI0 CTeHy, ABUHYIICS Ha
cesep.
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- Kak? Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO?!

B TeMHO} KOMHaTe HaXOOUJICS CTApUK, €T0 U0 OBIII0 OCBEIIEHO TYCKJIBIM CBETOM, UCXOASIINM U3
CTEKJISTHHOTO 1apa. Ha ero nuile Ovlia cMech cTpaxa, HeBepus... M 6e3ymus.

- Karayze! - HagpeIBHO 3aKpuy4a OH.
- 41 3mech, TOCIIOOUH.

B KoMHATYy 3ales MyxK4Y1uHa CPeOHUX JIeT, Y Hero ObLIN [IJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH], )K€HCTBEHHOE JIUIIO U
MSATKUI B3T7A. Ho TeM, KTO 3HaJM €ro XO0Th YyTh-4yTh, OBIJI0O U3BECTHO, YTO 3@ 3TOW BHEIIHOCTHIO
CKpBIBaeTCs HacCTOSAIIUM feMoH. KaTayne, CUMTAIOMUICS CUTbHEUIIMM aBaHTIOPUCTOM S paHra U
MMeEIOINY B Hapofe mpo3Buiile "KpoBaBwiii". [IoTOMy 4TO OH THOOUIT TyCKaTh KPOBH 110 JTII060OMY
moBony 1 0e3 Hero Toxe. BoT 4To 3T0 GBI 3a YEIOBEK.

- 9TOT yO/MI00OK KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM cloMasl nedaTh Ha AIMKace U Iepemnucan ee Ha ce0s, Kpome
TOTO, OH O4YeHb cuJieH. M oH HampaBisgeTcs cioga. Cobepu Iy4IIUX BOMHOB U "MOMPUBETCTBYH" €ro.
Tonbko nmocTapalics He yOUBaTh, TaKOM CUJIbHBIM CITyTa, I X04y €ro... A-Xa-xa-xa-xa!

OTtoT 6e3yMHEIH CMeX CIIBIIIATIN BCE BO JBOPIE, M BCe HEITPOU3BOJIBHO 3aAp0oxKasu. JIIoou, KUByLIHe
TYT ¥ IIPUCITYKUBAIOIIKE KOPOJII0, MHOTO€e IIePeHeCId, U UX BOJIs yKe Oblyla clioMyeHa. Bee, 9To B
HMX OCTABaJIOCh - 3TO CTPaX.

- BymeT ucmonHeHo B Iyd4IleM Bue, TOCIIONKH. - KaTayme MOKJIOHHUICS U BBIIIEN 3a IBepb. B ero
rJ1a3axX MPOMEIIbKHYJ JIyYMK HafaexXKabl, HO ORICTPO morac. Tak ke, Kak U Y APYTUX JI0e, ero BOs
Obla clIOMJIeHa, U JaxKe eClii eMy NIPefoCTaBUTCS IIaHC 0CBOOOOUTELCS 0T pabCKoM mevaTH...
BocmonwayeTtcst mu o uM? Katayme 6osbirie He gyMan 00 3TOM, BCe, YTO OBIJIO B €0 TOJIOBE - IPUKa3
Koposisi. CoOpaB CBOIO BEPHYIO KOMaH/Iy, OH BHIIIEIT 3a TOPOACKYI0 CTeHY U CTal XKOaTh.
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['me-To B IpyroM MecTe paclojiarajcs YylecHbI cafi. B HeM KpyTiblii rof O1aroyxaiu LBETH U MeNn
ITHUIEL, ¥ TI000MY, KTO 3aiOeT ciofa, OyoeT Ka3aThCs, YTO 9TO KAKOW-TO APYTou, BommeO b Mup. 1
B LIEHTPe 3TOr0 cajia Ha 3eMJie B [103e JIOTOca CUell MyX4uHa. Ero BHEIIHOCTS... bhlyla JOBOJIBHO
ctpanHou. OH OBbLJT BEICOTOM IOl TPX MeTpa U o0agan MOTy4uM TejioM 6oraTeipsi. OmHAKO Y HETro
ObLIM [JTMHHBIE PO30BBIE BOJIOCH IO IIJIeY, Ha ero JiKlle ObIJI0O CTOJIbKO MaKMsXkKa, CKOJIbKO He KaxKas
JKEeHIIMHA UCIOb3yeT... OfmeT oH OBIJI B IPOCTOPHOE PO30BOE IIJIaThe, U3-I107l KOTOPOTO TOpYasiu
TOJICTHIE BOJIOCaThEIe HOTU. BooOIeM, Kak yxke ObIO CKa3aHO, OH BBEITJISIZEN HY O4YeHb CTpaHHO. Ero
ria3a ObITM 3aKPHITH, OH POBHO [BIMIAT, U, ITOX0XKe, OB MMOTPYyKEeH B MeIUTAIMI0. BHE3aImHO Ha ero
TJIe40 ceJla MaJleHbKasl ITUYKa U Havasla mebeTaTb eMy B yXO.

- Ox, BOT Kak? - My}K‘-II/IHa(7) OTKDPGHIJI I'lla3a ¥ IIPOU3HEC I'OJIOCOM, KOTOpI:II:I He OBLI HU BBEICOKHM, HH



HHU3KHUM, U MOT IIPHHAJIe2KaTh KdaK MY2K4YHWHE, TaK 1 2XKE€HIIIXHE. ITocse 4ero OH MOOHSIICT U
HAIIPpAaBHUJICA K KAaJIUTKeE, 0603Haqa101ue171 BBIXOO U3 3TOr'0 4yaeCHOro mMmecCTa.

- 9T0... MoxkeT OhITh MHTEPECHBIM~ - My2XK4YHMHaA XHUIITHO 06HI/I3HYJ'IC5{, Impexnge 4eM IIOKUHYTE Caf.
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Tem Bpemenem Koupy, AKyAXKuH U AlMKace OBUTaIMCh Ha CeBep, B KOPOJIEBCKYIO CTOJIULLY, He 3Haf,
YTO ApYTHe JIIOOY yKe Hadalld CBoe OBUXKeHHWe n3-3a Hux. Hy, AKy[mKuH 3Hasa 00 3TOM, HO JIUIIb
XUTPO ynri0anack. Koupy BpeMeHaMu MOTJIIABIBAT Ha HEE, OH YYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO Ta 3HAET HAMHOTO
OobIlle YeM IOBOPUT, HO HUYETr0 He cIpalruBast. HacKoabKo OH yCIIen y3HaTh AKYIKHWH 3a 3TH Mapy
IHEeM, eclii OHA He CKaXKeT caMa, 0eCII0Ie3HO MHITAThCS ee CIIpalluBaTh. Tak YTO OH Pa3gyMhbIBAl O
TOM, 4TO OyZeT fenaTh 1ocje MpUOLITHAS B CTOMILY, U JIETEIT BIIEpes.

)%k

Ha ropoznckoi cTeHe CTOSIIA CeMb YeJIoOBeK. Bce OHU MMenu XKeToHb ¢ OYKBOM S Ha Illee, U BCe
MCIIYCKaJIU aypy TakKOM CHUJIbI, UTO OOBIUHEIE TOPOXKaHe, TS Ha HUX, YYBCTBOBAJY, OYOTO AyIla
IIOKUJAeT Teno. M nuies 0TouAs Ha HEKOTOPOE PaCCTOSHNUE, 3aaBaliCh BOIIPOCOM, [TI0YEMY 3TU CeMb
4yeJIoBeK, YieHkl KoMaHw "Bora cMeptu”, coOpanucs TyT. Heyxkenu oHu coOpanuch cpaxaThbCs C
BparoM HacCTOJIBKO CUJIBHBIM, YTO ITIOHAZOOUIIOCH IPUCYTCTBUE BCEX CeMephIX? HeKOoToprle 3eBaku
Hayanu 3a01paThCs Ha KPHIIY TOMOB, 0KUasi IOCMOTPETh, YyTo OymeT masnblie, a 6oee
NanbHOBUAHbIE, HA000POT, YXOOUIX B IPYTYIO YaCTh FOPOfia K IPY3bsIM MM POACTBEHHUKAM U
3amupasuch TaM, Hafesach, 4To Oyps He 3aTpoHeT ux. [IpoIio monTopa yaca, U BeCh TOPOJ yXKe
HaXOMUJICA B HaIpsxKeHUU. Ha yauIbl BHILIIN KOPOJIEBCKYE PHIIapy, YTOOHL B CIy4dae 4ero
KOHTPOJIMPOBAaTh CUTyaluio0. Bce BrIrIAeno Tak, OyaTo roOpof TOTOBUTCS K BOMHE.

Emle dyepes monmdaca HebOeca MPOH3UIIa SipKas BCIBIIIKA, ¥ C MOIITHBIM ITIOPHIBOM BETpPA Iepen
ceMepLIMU Ha CTeHe IOSIBUJIach IeBOYKa JIeT maTHaauaT. OHa uMesia CBeTIIbie BOJIOCH U 06j1amarna
YIUBUTEIbHOM KPACOTOM, HO, TSI HA ee MOsIBJIeHHe, JII0OU YyBCTBOBAIU POOOCTh, U JTUIITH
HEMHOTHe MOTJIM, He OTBOMS B3IJISIH, CMOTPETh Ha Hee. Te ceMepo ToXKe BHITIISIAEN YIUBIIeHHBIMH,
OHM TIOYYBCTBOBAJIK 3TOT IIOPHIB BETPA JIyYllle IPYTUX, TaK KaK HaXOOUIIUCh MIPSIMO TIepefl Hel, U Tpex
13 HUX, CaMBIX CJTa0bIX, UYyTh HE COYJIO CO CTEHHI.

- KT0... TBI? - OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCUJI UX JIUAEP, OJIMHHOBOJIOCHY XKEHCTBEHHBIM MyXKUWHa JIET
TPUOLATH.

- Xmn¢, komaHga 6ora CMEpPTH B IIOJTHOM cocTaBe. Cyms 10 TOMY, YTO B BCE eIlle CTOUTE TYT, OH elle
He noOparics mo ciofma. Torga s MOmoXKAy, IIOKa OH MPUAET U Ha ero rja3ax Bac ymenalo. [la, Tak
OymeT myuine Bcero. - 60pMoTasa eBOYKa, MTPUKPHIB Ii1a3a.

- Thl 3HaeIlb, KTO MBI, HO MBI HE 3HaeM, KTO THI. - IIpou3HeC IUaeP, nejasd Iiar BIIepen.

- Bygymum Tpynam He3adeM 3HaTh MOe HM4. - [eBOYKa [IOAHSIIA I'la3a ¥ X0JI0OHO IOCMOTpesia Ha
nugepa CPYIIILL.

- Tr1... [Ja KaK THI CMeelnb?! - 3aKpryaj OOUH U3 HUX, ¥, CXBaTUB CBOE OPYyXKHUe - OTPOMHEBIX TOIIOD,
PUHYJICS BIIEpe[.

- C-cToli, He fenau IIynocTen! - muaep MOmbITalICsd ero0 OCTAHOBUTD, HO He ycIes. B ToT cambli
MOMEHT, KOT]a YeJIOBEK C TOIIOPOM ABUHYJICS C MeCTa, BO3HUK IIOPHIB BETPA, Ha ero Tejle MOSBUIOCh
MHOKECTBO KPOBABBIX II0JIOC, ¥ MO IIOKAPOBAHHLIMY B3TJISIAAMU APYTUX YJI€HOB KOMAaH[H, OH
oOpaTuscs B KPOBaBhIA TyMaH. ['opoxKaHe, BUIEBIINE 3TO, 3aKpUYajIy OT UCIYTra, U HEKOTOPHIE



Ioafaiy C KPHIII, Ha KOTOPHIX cufgenu. OHU He CIIbIIIaId Pa3roBopa MeXAy JeBOYKOU U MIOAbMU Ha
CTEeHEe, HO BIIOJIHE CIIPaBEeIJIMBO PELIXIIM, YTO 9TO U €CTh TOT Bpar, pafu IPOTUBOCTOSHUSA KOTOPOMY
cobpanachk nereHmapHas KomaHga "bBora cmepTtu". Ho Temeps OguH U3 3TOM KOMaH[IEI IOTHO
MrHOBeHHO! He 3HQUUT 1M 9TO, YTO U y OCTa/IbHEIX HET I1aHCOB? Ho gaxe eciu rpyina CUIbHEUIINX
aBAHTIOPUCTOB IIOTEPIUT COKPYIIUTEIbHOE IOpakeHKe, BECh TOPOJ CO BCEMU €T0 XKUTEIIMHI
oOpedeH. BoT 0 ueM mgymainu o0y, YBULEB 3Ty OBICTPYIO CMEPTE.

- V1ic, mepecTaparnacsk. - TeM BpeMeHeM CKa3ajla IeBoYKa. - KTo Xke 3Hall, YTO CHIIbHEeHIIe
ABaAHTIOPHCTH Tak caa0wI? Toraa Jaxke OH CMOT OBl BaC IOOEOUTh...

OcTanbHBIE aBaHTIOPUCTHL He [ieflaly HU OJHOTO ABUKEHUS, UX nuila nobnegHenu. OHYU, YBUIEB
CMEpPTh CBOET0 TOBapuIlla, MU3BECTHOIO Tak XkKe Kak "bor Tomopa" (3Hato, rymoe IPO3BUILE, HO 9TO HE
“MeeT 3Ha4YeHMs), OKOHYATEeNIbHO IIOHSJIM, YTO HUA ¥ OOHOT0 M3 HUX HET HU e[UHOr0 IIIaHCa HaHeCTH
YPOH unu cO6exkaTh, TaK YTO MIPOCTO CTOSITIU HA MPEeXHUX MecTaX. [[eBoYyKa OTBEPHYIacCh OT HUX U
rsesa Ha TOPU30HT, 0KUas 4Yero-To.
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Koupy mBurascs co BCceu JOCTYIIHOU eMy CKOPOCTBIO, OllacasiCh, YTO KOPOJIb, I0YyBCTBOBaB
U3MeHeHUe TevaTH, CIPSYeTcs rue-Hulynb, ¥ HauTu ero OymeT mpobieMaTuyHo. M yepes mBa ¢
HeOOJIBIIINM Yaca II0CJie OCTaHOBKM B JIECY OH YBU[IEJI Ha TOPU30HTE ropof. CBOMM OCTPHIM 3pEHUEM
OH YBHUIEJI TaM CEMb YeJIOBEK. Y 1IeCTEPHIX U3 HUX OBbIJIA KETOHHI ¢ OYKBOM S, TaKUM 00pa3oM, OH
3aKJII0YUJI, YTO UX OTIIPABUI KOPOJIb, YTOOH IPOTUBOCTOATE eMy. Ho OHM ObIIM HAaCTOIBKO C1abHl 10
CPaBHEHHUIO C HUM HBIHELTHUM, YTO HE CMOTIJIM OBl BHIIePXKAaTh Jaxke JaBJIeHUE eT0 ayphl, He TO YTO
OpaThCs. A BOT CEObMOU YeJIOBEK Ka3asCsd eMy 3HaKOMBIM. KpacuBoe U0, CBET/Ible BOJIOCH, U
camoe TJIaBHOe - CUJIbHAS aypa, KOTOPYIO OH XOPOIIO 3aloMHuI... Kak oHa MoxkeT ObITh 3fech? Koupy
He JyMaJ Haj 3THM BOIIPOCOM MOJITO - Celyac OH ITOMMaeT ee ¥ XOPOIIeHbKO PAaCCIIPOCUT 060 BCEM.
OH OBITT pa304yapoBaH ee OBICTPOM CMEPTHIO TOTTIA, HO €CIIM OHAa Cerdac 3[ech KHBas, U K TOMY XKe
CTasla cunbHee, pa3Be He 300poBo? Teneps Koupy Ol yBEPEH, UTO He MOAAPUT € JIETKYI0 CMEpPTb.

- Mtak, Thl KaKM-TO 00pa3oM BbIKHJa. ITO 3aMedaTesibHO! Temeps 51 cMOry yOuUTh TeOs CHOBA,
Me[JIEHHO U He CIlellla! - mIpoKpuyYas napeHs, oAjieTas K CTeHe U BHITyCKasi CBOIO aypy Ha IIOJIHYIO.
[ITecTh aBaHTIOPUCTOB IIPOCTO OBIIM CAYTHI CO CTEHBI, @ B I'Ia3aX NEeBOUKHU MOSIBUTIOCH HATIPSIKEHUE.

- Uto ¢ ToOOM? - CIIpOCHUIa OHA, YKJIOHUBLIUCH OT aTaku Koupy. - A, Tak THI X04elllh IPOBEPUTH MOIO
cuny! - Ha Nvlle IEeBOYKYU pacliBefia yibi0Ka, 1 OHAa KOHTpaTakoBana. Koupy oTieTen Ha TpUCTa
METPOB B FOPOJ ¥ Pa3PyIIXJI HECKOJIBKO 3MaHUM.

- BoT 4epT, BCce Kak TOTHa... - Mpo6opMoTas oH. XOTh OH ¥ He TOJIy4Yus IIOBPEXAEeHUM celiuac, eciu
Tak OymeT MPOI0IKaThCs, OH B UTOTe IpourpaeT. Ho mpokaTuT mu GOKYyC C MyXOBHOU KJIETHIO ellle
pa3? B ronosy Koupy npuiiiyia HeoXXuaHHas Uaes, ¥ OH HadaJll ee peajn30BeIBaTh. Korga meBodka
OYepenHOU pa3 aTakoBasa, liepef HUM IOSIBUJICA IPKUU CBET, U JleBOYKa TYT Ke OTCKouuia Ha3afn. U
3aMepiia B BO31yXe, a BOKPYT Hee MOSIBUIICS ellle OOUH CBeT.

- Xax, U OIIATH THI I10I1AJIACh. - KOI/Ipy IIOJOIIEeNI K NeBOYKe, KOTOPad IIEITaJIaCh BEIPBATHCA U3 OKOB
cBeTa, HO 3T0 OvIn0 Oecrone3Ho. C nulla mapHS CTeKasl IOT, ¥ OH TSAXKeJIO ObIIIajl, XOTh OH U
IIPOJBUHYJICS B PAa3BUTHUHU, JYXOBHAS KJIE€Th MO-IPeXKHEMY TpeOyeT IMOYTH BCIO ero OYXOBHYI0 9HEPTHI0
071 co3manus. TeM He MeHee, ceiliyac OH MOXKeT yepXKuUBaTh ee yx&Ke 04T MUHYTY. [Tocre
HECHUJILHOT'0 yflapa ITI0 TOJI0Be JIeBOoUKa IoTepsisia co3HaHue, u Koupy mepenan ee Amrukace.

- lepXku ee B pyKax, eCI¥ OHa OYHETCS, He TI03BOJISAH e cOexkaTh. - CKa3asl OH pabbIHe, ITOCTIe Yero
HCII0/Ib30BaJl OCTAaTKU TyXOBHOH 9HEPTHH, YTOORI IIOTPY3UTh IEBOYKY B COCTOSIHME TIyOOKOTO CHA,



TEIIePb OHa He OOJIZKHA OYHYTLECA B OnuKauIme HeCKOJIbLKO YacoB.

- A... 3a4eM TH 9TO feflaellb? - yIUBIIEHHO CIIPOCKTIa ero AKYIKUH. - Thl He ITOyMaii, s He 0CyXkKAalo
TBOU IOEWCTBUS, HO THI K€ C Hell 3aBTPaKas CerogHs 3a OOHUM CTOJIOM. [IpOM30IIIIO YTO-TO, YETo S He
3Har?

- 9to monras ucrtopus, Ho, ecu B KparTiie, 9Ta IeBOYKa - He PMHKO. 1 OHa CUJIbHO MeHs 00uerna.
Bot TonBKO 51 Bpofe Ol yous ee...

- lla HeT, 9T0 TOyHO PuHKO. 4 He 3Ha, 0 KaKOi JeBOYKEe Thl TOBOPUILL, HO 3TO OIPefie/ieHHO PUHKO.
4 He Mory omubaThCs.

- Pa3Be? PHHKO, HAaCKOJIbKO 51 IIOMHIO, He 00j1ajasia TaKoi CUIIOH. ..

- IToxoxe, THI OBIT 3HAKOM C Hell paHblile, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{]a MBI IIPHUIIJIX B TOPOJ, OHA yiKe
uMeJa 9Ty CHITY.

- 9937 [loueMy XKe 5 He 3aMeTUJI 3TOr0?
- He 3narw. { gymarna, 4T0 3aMeTHUIL...

- JlagHO, BCe CTAHET SICHO, KOTHa OHa o4yxaeTcs. - Koupy pemun He ToMaTh I'OJIOBY Hafl 3TUM
BonipocoM. Celiyac HyKHO Hal'T¥ ITIOCKOpPee KOPOJId, TOKa OH He yIu3HyJ. C 3TOU MBIC/IBIO OH
CITyCTHJICSI BHU3 ¥ TIOTHSJ OOHOTO M3 aBaHTUPHUCTOB C KETOHOM. Y, B34B ero 0eCCOo3HaATEILHOE TEJIO,
IOBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY ABOPIIA.

Ceiigac TIepevynTall 3Ty I''laBy U IMOHAJI, YTO OHA BHIIIIA JOBOJIBHO Cy'MﬁypHOfI U mocie Hee MOXKET
BO3HHKHYTH MHOT'O BOIIPDOCOB B AOIIOJTHEHNE K YK€ CYIIEeCTBYIOIIUM. XoTsa HaBEPHAKA HEKOTOPEIE YK€
Agoragalinch, g IIOCTapaloCh OATh 00BSICHEHUS [JIsi BCETrO B IMOCHIEeOYLIIUX I'JlaBaX. XOTs Ha CaMOM [Iejie
g He 3Halo, Kya 00BSICHEHHUS 9TH BTUCHYTE... MoxeT, HalmmcaThb OTHEJIBHYIO I'JIaBYy C 00BSICHEHUSIMHU
HJIX 9YTO-TO THIIaA FHOCC&pI/IH?
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