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— BepHo. 910 6bII MHE ITOIAPOK OT €TI0 BEJIMYECTBa».
— Bay...»
— YepHbilt OpunnuanT. f Takue BUAENIA NHUIIh Ha KapTUHAX».

BnaroponHHe OdaMBI BEICKA3bIBAJIX BOCXUILEHKE, d MOJIOObIE€ OEBUILI IIO-TIPEKHEMY HE MOT'JIM OTBECTHU
TJ1as.

— KaxeTcst, yepHbIM OpUINIMAHT HAILIEN-TaKKW JOCTOMHOIO Bladenblia. M BaM unéT, Barme
BenuuecTBo», - CKa3asa rpa@uHs ¢ HEIPHUHYKIEHHBIM CMEXOM.

OTBeTHUB e}l YUYTUBOU yJILIOKOM, 51 TOBEPHYJIACh K OCTaIbHBIM.
Korpga s Bo3kesana 3aroBOPUThH C IPOYMMHU OBOPSIHKaMU, MHE IIOIIEPEK BCTaJl PE3KUM I'0JI0C:
— Ero BenuuecTBo Tak JOpOro Bac LIEHUT, TaK OTYEro XKe II0I0JI3JIU Te CTPaHHBIE CIIYXU?»

KamranoBeie BOTIOCHI, 3aKPY4YEHHEIE BBEPX. CBapJ'II/IBOG MOPIHIMHUCTOE JINIIO U 3HAKOMEIE 3€JIEHbIE
T'J1a3a.

9to rpaduHsg BuirenH.

Ona Oblla MaTEPBIO MOJIOMOM enu BuiteiiH, KOTopas ciyTanach ¢ JIn30ii, 1 JBOIOPOOHOM CECTPOH
Mapku3a Cuoca.

I'pex mapku3a Cuoca Obln BENTMK, HO HaKa3aHMe B BUe YHUUYTOKEHUS TpeX ITOKOJIEeHU He yIIaio Ha
UX IOM, II03TOMY CecTpa, KUBIIas IPU APYTro# ceMbe, 0CTanach B 6€301MaCHOCTH.

Ho Ta npunéprnachk Ha IpUEM.

[TocKOJBKY 3TO OBLII TEPBLINA BHIXOM B CBET HOBOM MMIIePaTPULIbl ¥ HACJIEHOTO MIPUHIIA, Ha IPUEM
OBLJIO TIPUTJIAIIEHO BCE CTOIMYHOE IBOPSHCTBO.

OmHakKo, HUKTO He XOajl YBUOETh 3mech 0nmu3kux Croca.

4 paccMmesimachk Hafl 3eJIeHBIMU TTTa3€éHKaMy rpaduHu BUIllTeitH, KOTOPble HAIIOMHUIIM MHE OITaJIbHOTO
MapKu3a u camy JIuay.

Ta meITanack BeIgepKaTh caMmoobiiaflanue, HO B €€ 000poHe 3usiia Opellb.

TeI OBI PUCKHYJIA CBOEH KHU3HEIO JIMIITL OBl MEHS YeCTh, OTOMCTUTEL MHe 3a Cuoca? KoHeYHO XKe HeT.
V Toli HemocTaHeT XpabpoCTy Ha TaKoe IPeNNpusiTHe.

— OTH CoyxH... A IoBefai-Ka MHE UX».

Ha mepBrIit B3TIISM, €€ C10Ba ObLIM JIMIIL CBETCKOM 6eceol, HO OBIIO JIETKO Pa3IIsgeTh B HUX
HaMepPEeHHBIX BBIMAf.



— OTO JIUIIL TO, YTO 5 YCIIbIXalla OT APYruX... Kak ke MHe 3HaTh, He pa3rHeBaeTcs nu Eé
BemuuecTBO?»

I'paduns BuimnTeilH MOHYpO yCTaBUJIACH B IIOJI U 3aTUXJIA.

Kak O6yaTo el B TUII0 Ye€M-TO IIJIECHYJIH.

Ho Teneps M0é m0OOIBITCTBO PA3rOPaioch.

Yro eIré 3a 60/ITOBHS IIOHOCUT UMSI UMIIEPATPHULIBI, YEPT BO3bMHU?

— I'paduns Bumrein».

— [la, uMmepaTpuiia».

— 4 He Oynmy CEepOUTHCS, TaK YTO PacCKaXu MHE, KaK1e CIIyXU KOCHYJIUChH TBOUX YIIEH».
— Ecnu Bame BenuuecTBO BeUT Tak, TO 1 HUYETO U HE yTalo».

'padunsa He MOrfia caepKaTh HaCMEIIKH.

— Xop4T ciyxu o ToM, 4To MmrepaTtpuna u Ero BenruecTBo HaMepeHHO OTKJIaABIBal0T CBOIO IIEPBYIO
HOYbL B UMIIepaTOpCKOM OBOPIE>.

4 paccuuTkiBana, YTO CIIyX OKaXKeTCs IJIEBEIM OEJIOM.
Ho aTo0...

4 crana uMnepaTpulel, HO He pafii COBMECTHOM XKHU3HU C PaiiMoHIOM. ITO OBITIO0 GIM3KO K
(GbuKTUBHOMY OpaKy, Ha KOTOPBHIH $ IOIJIa IUIb, YT0O OTOMCTUTH JIu3e.

KoHeuHO XKe, MeX HaMu HeT U He OynmeT nomo6HOM CBS3Y.

W B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, UMIIEPATPHIla ¥ UMIIEPATOP He BCEeTHa eI OfHY CIIaIbHIO.

TeM BpeMeHEM maMBl BEICKA3aJIMCh OJHA 3@ OPYTOu:

— Hy, KOHeYHO, Kyfia UM TOPOIIUTHCS?»

— U BooO11ie, pa3Be 9T0 He IMYHASA KU3Hb Taphl? 3BYUUT KaK TIIYIIOCTh, IyCTAKOBHIM CIIyX».
— Jla pa3Be X 3TO He Te OBOe, KOTOPHIE U B IIPOLIJIOM yXKe ObLIX KeHaThl?»

Bce 3Tu 3HaTHBIE JIEOU MIBITATUCH BEICTYIIUTD 10T MOUM (JIaroM.

Ceiiyac OHM TIOJIHH TOAO0OCTPACTUS YKPHITh MEHS OT KJIEBETH, HO, €CJIH 51 caMa celiyac He BhIgaM
MOKHOTO 00BSICHEHUS, 32 Ky/TMCAMU CIIyXU Pa3OylOTCS ellle Ty4YHe.

[ToroBapuBalT 3HAYUT, YTO OTHOLIEHUS MeXKIy UMIIEPATOPOM U MMIlepaTpulien “CTpaHHbIe”.
4 mocmoTpena Ha HUX U 3arOBOPUIIA.
— OTO0 mpaBfa, YTO MHI €IlI€ He Ha3HAYUIIM Hallly 1aTy BOCCOENUHEHUS».

— da?»



— Kak BrI 3HaeTe, g momasna B HEIIPpUATHYIO UCTOPHUIO HE3AJO0JIT'O OO TOTO, KaK CHOBa Onlia
KOPOHOBAdHA I/IMHepanI/ILIeI;I».

4 B3rnsgHyNa Ha rpaduHIO ¥ 3ar0BOPHIIA.

— Y00kl 3a71€YUTh MOU TPaBMbI, TOTpebyeTcs 6ombille BpeMeHU. M IpUHSB 3TO BO BHUMaHUE, eT0
BEJINYECTBO HAMEPEHHO TSIHET BPeMs».

Jlunia YOUBJIEHHBIX JaM U3MEHUIINCE.

— O, BOT 0HO 4TO. B ocnenHue OHY IPOX30LIIO CTOJIBKO BCETO, YTO MHI U 1103a0bIIK 0 TpaBMax Eé
BenuuectBa. Kak Baiie camo4yBCTBUE?»

BrnaropopHble faMbl B O0HO MTHOBEHUE BBIKA3a/Id MHe B3TJIAMLL, II0JIHbIE TPDEBOTH.
— MHe CTaHOBUTCS JIy4lle».

— Kakas ymaua. Ho mymaeTcs MHe, YTO HEKOTOPHIE JIIOOU BCE PABHO HE IIEPECTaHYT TPeraTh
SI3EIKaMM».

KTo-TO 3acmesincs u B3rIsAHYJ Ha rpaduHio BuuitenH.
B pesynbTaTe nuio nocjaegHen pacKpacHEI0Ch.
— 4... d npocTo cKa3aa, 4TO yCbIIIama».

— Ho B3rnsuuTe ctoga camu. ITogapok Ero BemuuecTBa cBoel UMIepaTpHUIle HE OCTABIIsSET MeCcTa
II7IsT COMHEHM. B Ipyroi pas, Koraa YCILIINTE TaKOM HeJIeIbld B3[OP, MOAyMaiTe OBaXKIEl, IIPeXIe
YeM PaCIpPOCTPAHSITE ero».

— Ia. 970 OBL10 TPY0O».
— 4... MHe xamnb. Bamie BenruecTtBo».
— Hert. 910 Bemp g Tebe cKa3aa BLJIOKHUTH BCE, KaK Ha OyXy».

Korpga s HaTsiHya COYYBCTBYIOIIYIO YIIBIOKY, MaMBbl €Ill€ X0JI0fHee 3acMesIuCh Haf rpadruHen
Bumired.

— Bamme BenmuuectBo MMnepatpuiia. f 94To-TO m10X0 ce6s1 YyBCTBYIO, MHE JIy4Ile Obl YUTH».

He BhIlepkaB X0JIOMHOTO OTHOIIEHUS TPOYMX 3HATHHIX faM, rpaduHs BumrelH yckakamna, OyoTo OT
moxapa.

— Exenu Bame BenruecTBo TBEPOUT, UTO BaM CTAHOBUTCSA Jierde, IIOJIYYUTCS, faTa Ballero
BOCcoeluHeHUs OymeT Ha3HaueHa B Onuxkaiimiee BpeMs? XOThb lake Y BaC €CTh ChIH, HAaCJIeIHBIN
IPUHI, ObIIO OB 3MOPOBO, €C/ITU OB POAUIIACH U TPUHIIECCA».

— Ia. C poxmeHueM gouyepu aTMochepa B CeMbe CTAHOBUTCS TaPMOHUYHEH».
3HATHHIE MAaMBl PAOCTHO yITbIOAJUCE, IPECTaBIIsIs cebe BU UMIEPATOPCKOM CEMbBH.

CuMnaTtr4Has J04b, T0X0XKasA Ha MEeHS.



OHY KITIOHYIY Ha MO0 XUTPOCTh, HO MOU BHYTPEHHME OMaCeHUs OTTOr0 He YIIETrJIKCE.
MHe TyT ¥ TaM HallOMUHAIOT O Halllel faTe “BOCCOEOUHEHUs” .
MoxXeT, TPUAETCS YTO-TO BHIKAHYTH [ BUAA.

4 paccmesimachk Hafl UX CJI0BaMHU, fiejlasi BUL, YTO BCe B mopsigke. TeM BpeMeHeM Ha IIpUEMe 3a3Bydall
BaJIbC.

3aTeM MyKYMHEI IOAOIIIN K CBOMM ITapTHEPIIIaM ¥ IOIPOCUIN TaHeI.

Korpa mameb! IOKMHYIY MeHS OOHA 3a APYrol, MHe CTajio ropa3no jerde Ha gylle.
Bornblie He HYKHO OBLIO TPUTBOPHO CMESITHCS.

— Taxk BHI BRITTISAUTE HEMHOTO HaTypasbHel, Baie BemuyecTBo».

Mapxku3sa [TapeH 3acmessiach U cKasajia MHe.

OHa ceiidac Impodsia BCE, 0 YEM g AyMara.

Benp oHa Oblsia TOM, KTO MOAIePKUBAI MEHS C I0HOILIIECTBA, TI03TOMY MHE He XOTeJIoCh Iepeq Her
UTPATh.

— MHe Tak KOM(OpTHEE, IOTOMY UTO CTaJI0 TUXO. byeT BpeMs mepefoxXHyTh, TI0Ka He 3aKOHUUTCS
BAJIbC».

4 paccMmesimack u X0Tella MONOUTH K Hel Ormuxe.

— O, 4 He gyMal0, 4YTO ero BeJIMYeCTBO JaCT BaM MePEebIIKL».

Mapku3a UrpruBO 3axXxuxXuKara.

OOGepHYBINKCH, ST YBUAeIa IPUOIMKAIONUIET0CsT KO MHe PafiMoHa.

Hammu B3rasigbl BCTPeTUIuCh. OH M3SIIHO YABIOHYJICS U IOTSHYJICS KO MHE.
— WMnepaTpulia, TPHCOEIUHUTECH JIU BEl KO MHE Ha IIEPBOM TaHIIE?»
TaH1b?

Takoro B maHe He OBITIO.

Ho g He Mory cenyac B34Tb U CKa3aTh “HeT”.

He TonpKO M3-3a 3HATH, HO U IIOTOMY, YTO Kapnaui Toxke CMOTpPeIl Ha Hac.
— KoHneuno, cup».

4 cxBaTua ero 3a PyKy 4 HalpaBHUJIacCh B LIEHTP 3ala.

— BuI Bumienu, 4To cuenan umiepaTtop? f He Oblla yBepeHa, HO Te OPUIUIMAHTHI-TO B3alIpPaBay
YEPHEIE».

— Koneuno. Bcé Temeph COBCeM He Tak, Kak paHbie. Ckopee, Temeps Ero MMmepaTopckoe



BenuuecTBO HEe MOXKET CBECTU C UMIIePATPHULIHI I'1a3».
— Ho Ttonbko o oguH? TH TYT U CaM BCE IANUIILCS HA UMIIEPATPULLY».

— Hy Bor. IIycTh gaxe y Hero OB IePBbIM IPUHI], OH MUMOJIETOM Hap€E€K BTOPOTO IIPUHIA
HACJIEMHUKOM».

— Kaxk 05l To HU OBITIO, TaKOe 3peJIuille IeHCTBUTENBHO B yCIaay MoeMy B3opy. Kpenkas
UMIIePATOPCKas CeMbsI — 3TO KpemKas HMIIePUs».

IBopsiHE IIenTanuch, Habmogas, Kak UMIIepaTop U UMIIepaTpulla HeXKHO KPyzKaTCs B TaHIIE.
Y repror [Ipya CTOsJI BOaiu BCeX, MPHCIOHUBIINCH TOJIOBOM K CTEHE.

Ixxepemu, T Ha ©UMIIEPATOPa U UMIIEPATPHUITY, TAHIYIOIIHUX KaK MaealbHYIO Tapy, OTBEN B3TIIS,
YTOOBI CKPBITh TOPEYb.

B mouckax IaMIIaHCKOTO OH OCTaHOBHUJICS Tepef] 3HAKOMBIM €MY JIUIIOM.
Ero B30p pa3biCKaJ IEPBOTO IPUHIIA, TPEOEIBAIONIETO B ONUHOYECTBE.

Braromapst ecTy uMIepaTpUIEl aTMochepa BOKPYT HEro CTajla He TaKOM MpPAayHOM, HO PSIIOM C HUM
TI0-TIpeXKHEMY He OBLIO JTI0fen.

OTa omuHOKas GuUrypa CTpaHHHIM 00pPa30M CUMYJIHPOBaja IPOIIIoe CaMoro [[KepeMHu.
Korpa ToT OblT pe6eHKOM, OH IIOMHMT, YTO HE MOT HUKYMa MMOJAThCS, ¥ IOMPOCTY OPOMUII TYT ¥ TaM.
Y moueMy OH TOJIBKO IIOAyMaJl O CBOEM [I€TCTBE, KOTHa YBU/IEI IIePBOT0 IIPUHIA?

OH He MOT TTOHSITh XOfla CBOUX MEICTIEN. Ho NMHIIe3peTh 9TOr0 MabyuKa, KTO U30 BCEX CHUJI IBIKHUTCS
CKOPYMTS JIOKHYI0 6paBafy, Takoe ObIJI0 TOPEKUM CepAaLy [KepeMu.

B03M0XKHO, 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO OH JOTAILIBAJICS O KOHIIOBKE ITePBOT0 MIPHHIIA, KOTOPas HACTYIIUT OYeHb
CKOPO.

Wy Ke 5TO 4yBCTBO BUHBEI, BEb OH CBOEU PYKOU OTHa] MOHAPXY TOT IIOPTPET?
VIMeHHO OH 3aCTaBUJI UMIIepaTOpPa YCOMHUTLCS B IIEPBOM IIPUHIIE.

®uHAas TOro HaBEePHOE ... OH [OJIKEH ObITh Y2KACHBIM.

Banbc mocturan cBoed KyiabMUHALMK. [[2KepeMyu CHOBa OPOCHIT B3TJISAM Ha JJIIH.
E#l ToxXe HYKHO paccKa3aTb O II€PBOM IIPUHIIE...

OH pgocere TOTO He CHefall, Belb JeJI0 MOXKeT IPSIHYTh Hec1abo, a YyBCTBa JJUIM K IEPBOMY [IPHHILY
Ipexye OBUTA HESICHBIL.

OmHakKo CerofgHs JJIIU BCEM I0Ka3asla, YTO He IIaHUPYEeT MCTUTh IIEPBOMY IIPUHIY BMECTO JIU3HI.
9T0 O6BUIO 61arOPONHOE pellleHre, yUUTEBas nokyueHue JIu3el Ha Kapraiina.

Ecnu nopymars ...



C nerkoy pyKu JJIIH KU3Hb IEPBOTO IIPUHIIA MOXKET OLITh CllaceHa?

I:KepeMu He Kajejl, YTO Iepenas BeCTh UMIIepaTopy, HO OH U He Kejajl, YT00 HeBUHOBHBIM IIE€PBHI
IIPUHI] BCTPETUII MyYUTEJIbHYI0 CMEPTh.

Korpma JI;kepeMu yTBEPAUIICS B CBOEM PELIEHUH, TIECHS Bajibca OblIa OKOHYEHA.

Onnu yxomuia U3 leHTpa 3aja 3a PyKy C UMIepaTopoM.

HyzkHO 11eperoBopuTh C Hel, HO CEeTOfHs, I0X0XkKe, TaKOW BO3MOXKHOCTH He MPeiCTaBUTCS.
Llenkue riia3a UMIepaTopa He YIyCTSIT TaKOU KecT.

Ixxepemu noctaBusl 60Kan ¥ TUXO IIOKUHYJ IIPUEM, OyMasi, YTO 3aBTpa eMy CIefyeT HaBelaThCs BO
IBOpeELL.
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