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— Yo... d yxX mogymar, 94TO BCE HAKPHIIOCh».
JIromoH T1y00KO0 B3[OXHYJI, OTKPHUT OKHO KapeThl U ITPOBEPUJI, He IIPeciiefyeT JIX Hac KTO.

HpI/ICJ'IOHI/IBH.II/ICb CIIMHOU K CTEHKEe KapeTrl, OH YCTAaBUJICA Hd CBOU PYKHU TOJIEKO YTOORI YBHUIOETH, KaK
CHUJIBHO OHHM OpPO2KaT.

Ero noGeneBiIee MU0 pacCKa3kbBaIO O TOM, HACKOJIBKO OH HEPBHUYAJL.
4 u caMa 3aMepJia OT HaIpSAXKeHUS.

f He cobuparoch BCTpedyaThCs ¢ PaiMOHIOM 3[ech U ceidac.

4 y3Hasna ero mo rosocy.

B Mo10 GBITHOCTh UMIIEPATPHUIEH 5T HeYacTOo BumeNa KapTepa, HO Bce paBHO 3allOMHHUIIA €T0 TOJI0C U
Tasa.

9TOT Ype3BHIYAMHO HU3KKM T'OJIOC U ITOX0XKKeE Ha JIe3BUA I'/la3a ObIIM YepTaMu, KOTOPHE He TaK-TO
IIPOCTO 103a0kITh.

Korpa s ycnblmasna 3TOT TOJI0C, 1 MHCTUHKTaMU yBUAeIa BCI0O KapTHUHY 3a pefeiaMyu KapeTHl.
9TO 03HayaJo, YTO CHAPYXKU CTOUT PIUMOH[, U OH UILIET MEHS.

Moé€ npenuyBCTBHE COBLIIOCH.

“IIOBONIBHO 9TOM IIapapbl, IpeKpaTu”.

3a MrHOBEHUE [I0 TOT0, KaK IBEPb KapeThl paclaxHysack Ovl, rooc PaliMOHIa 0CTaHOBHUIT
nponsuxkeHue Kaprepa.

9710 OBLT 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIUA MOMEHT.
Bcé 6n1s10 ropa3mo 6oee HaMpsiKeHHO, YeM KOTZa ST BCTPETHUIa er0 B UMEHUY repliora.

MHe Hafgo0HO OBITIO BOBCE CIIPSITATHCS IOJ TEJETOM, HO PHIIIapy MOTJIM HAalTH MEHS U TaM. OTO ObIN
JIUIITh BOIIPOC BPEMEHH.

Y ecnu OB Tak... MHe IpUIIIOCh ObI PACKPHITH CBOIO IMYHOCTh PaliMOHAY, U g HaXKe HE MOTY
IIOAyMaTh, YTO KJAaJ0 MEeHd IOCTIe.

OH BCE eIé UIIeT MeHd.

[To crnoBam JItoMOHa, ITOCJIE TOTO [AHS, KaK g CTOJIKHYJIaCh C HUM [IOMa Y Tepliora, ero phillapu
BBIHIOXUBAJIU BCE TYT U TaM.

KoHeuHO, OH 4TO-TO 3aII003PUIT B TOT [I€Hb.

Wuaue Kakas IIPpUYYHA NCKATh ZKEHIIUHY, KOTOPAsA IIPOCTO HATOJIKHYJIACh Ha Hero? YTo-To BO MHE
BBIIAJIOCH €EMY ITOOO3PUTEIbHBIM.



Y moiiMaii OH MeHsI Ha MecTe, MHe IIPHUIIIOCh Okl HEME/JIEHHO OTIIPABUThCS B UMIIEPATOPCKUIMA
IIBOPEII, a TOT[Ia MO€ y4acTue B cyfe Obis1o ObI COPBAHO.

B xynmiem cnydae ... MoxeT ObITb, OH CKOPO Y3HAET O CyIlecTBOBaHKU Kapmaiina.

Mowu masbIbl TPOH3aJI0 XOIOO0M IIPOCTO OT OOHOM MBICIH 00 9TOM.

— B Xku3HU elé 5 He OblI Tak HamyraH. f 6ombllle HU 3a YTO He moiay nomnepek Ero BenuyecTra...»
— Kaxk THI moragasicst, 4To UMIIePaTop TOXKe OB TaM?»

— Pa3Be 3T0 He 3HAaMeHUTHIM KOMaHOup 4-ro Kopnyca? Korga g

YBUJAI 9TY MOPAY, 4 IOHSJI, YTO ¥ UMIIEPaTOP I'e-TO PATOM».

KaxeTcsd, g CIUIIKOM HefoolleHK a JIloMOHa, pa3 OH CMOT BBIITYTaTh HAC U3 BCETO MPOUIO0IIEAIIETO.

— 41 mymarn, 6ymeT morousi. Ho moxoxe, s UX 3[MOPOBO HaMypUI», - CKa3as JIIoMOH, ynapuB cebs B
TPYOb.

— W s 6naronony4yHo cOexarna 6naromaps tebe. M st He 3a0blna PO TOT MOMEHT, KakK OBICTPO THI
Hameén cnyry. Kak ckasasnm Mot Opyr, Thl JEACTBUTENIHO CIIOCOOHBIN».

Korpga s uCKpeHHe moxBajuia ero, JIOMOH BHTJISAEN Tak, Kak OyaATO OH OBIJT CMYIIEH.

— Hert. YTo0 BHI, 5T MPOCTO UCIIOJIL3YIO BCE PECYPCH HAIlIEH OpraHu3aluu. YeM 3TO TakK, CTOM... A
UMIEpaTop MpuOBLUT Clofa 0 TOM XKe IPUYNHE, YTO U MBI?»

— HaBepHoe, ma».

— Onnu...»

JIIOMOH TTOCMOTpEJT Ha MeHS ¥ KOCHYJICSI CBOUX Ty0.
— JItoMOH, TOBODPU».

— ...Y MeHs Bompoc».

— CrnpalmBay 4TO YyTOGHO».

— IloyeMy HaM He 00paTUTHCS K ero BenuyecTBy? OH, KaXKeTCs, CTOUT Ha CTOPOHe reprora. Ho Ham
IPUXOOUTCST OeraTh U MPSITAThCS».

JIIOMOH, II0X0Xe€e, He TIOHUMaJI KJII0YeBOM MOMEHT.

EcTecTBeHHO, OBIJIO IPOIIE 3aPy4YUTHCS IIOMOIIbI0 UMIIEPATOPA.

Ho mozagu mMeHs ctout Kapnaiina. BoT moueMy 3To OBITI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.
Ho 51 He Morna BeIgaTh €My 3Ty IIpaBay.

— 4 npocTo cTapatoch He CBI3bBaThCA C Ero BenuuectBom. MEI yKe B pa3BOfe, U, €CIIU CTaHET
M3BECTHO, YTO OH MHE IIOMOT, OISITh IIOMOJI3YT I'PS3HEIE CIIJIETHUY.

— [TorumMmaro...»



ITo ero nuiry GbIJI0 BUMHO, YTO OH XOUET CIIPOCUTH Oosbiie. OMHAKO OH TPOMOJIYal, Kak OyaTo
OLIYTHJI, KaK TBEP/O 5 TPOBeJa 3[eCh YEPTY.

[ToBO3Ka BHE3amHO IIepecCekKila BpaTa 1 BEPHYJIACh B CTOJIMITY. Korpa g Ipuexalia B 0COOHSIK, OBITTO
YZXKe OaJIeKO 3a IIOJTHOYb.

4 BhININIa U3 KapeTsl U cKa3ana JIIoMOHY, Ipex[e 4eM OTIPaBUTHCS B OCOOHSK:
— YTpom oTnpasuink XeneH u Kapnaiina B HOBOe MECTO».
— YT0 XKe CTajo ¢ 3TUM MeCTOM?»

— YTpoM g uny Ha cyn. Torma ctaHeT o0IEn3BECTHO 0 MOEM BO3BpallleHuu B Mmepuio ... Mel
OOJIXKHEI TIEpenpsaTaTh XejieH U Kapnaiina B TUX0€ MECTO».

[Tocrne Toro, Kak s MONHUMY IIIyM Ha CyZie, BHUMaHue BCel 00IIeCTBEHHOCTH OyIeT COCPefoTOUYeHO
Ha MHe.

['a3eTH TOXKEe HaBEePCTAIOT yIyIleHHoe. [I09TOMY 1T0Ka YTO MHe IIPUAETCS BCEMU CPefiCTBaMU
IPSTATh CBOETO CHIHA.

— Xopor1o. Kak TOIbKO HaCTYIUT 3aBTPA, S II0CTapalCh 3aMEeCTU CIIEIbI».
— Xopomras pabota. M mpue3xkai Ha Cyd BOBpeMSs».
— He comHeBauTeCh, 51 BBICTYILIIO IEPE] HUMHU, KaK JIEB».

JIIOMOH B3TJISHYJI Ha MEHS TOPSIIUME TTa3aMu. He 3a0bln T OH, KaK BEICTYIIUII IIepen PaitMoHIOM
coBceM HemaBHO? OH Ke ApoxKal, KaK OCHHa.

OH mencTBUTENTEHO CBOEOOPa3HEIH.

— [lo 3aBTpa».

[TompoInaBmmce, 5 MOBEPHYIa K 0COOHSKY.

keksk

Korga 9mu ycnemnHo BhIIIA Ha KOHTAKT ¢ TyHOM, B KabuHeTe Mapku3a Croca 3aropesach cBeya.
Mapxku3s Cuoc HaxMypusl OpoBH, KOTa YBUEN JOKJIa[ Ha CTOJIe.

— OTO TOYHO, YTO CJIyra TOT UCYe3?»

— IIa, cap. I1o cnyra, KoToporo rpad bapTeH Tackan ¢ co6o# Besikuit pa3. Ctano OBITh, OH — CIyTa,
KOTOPBIM BUOEN ¥ CIIBIIIAJ BCE BAIIK BCTPEYH. M MapHUINKA 9TOT BHE3AMMHO HCUYE3»,

baMm-!
MapKu3 He BhIfIepKaj THEBA U CUIBHO YOAPUII TIO CTOIY.

— 4 roBopun eMy ObITH OCTOPOXKHEIM! HO OH IIOBCIOMY HOCHUIICS C 9TUM ciyroi! 3HaeT nu rpad, 4To
ciiyra ucues?»

— Het».



— ThI X04elIb CKa3aTh, YTO C/Iyra, KOTOPOTO 3TOT UAUOT BCeraa Opars ¢ co0oM, ucues, HO rpad 3Toro
He TIOHSII?»

— VIMeHHO Tak».

[Tpu cnoBax pHILIaps MapKu3 XJIONHYI cebs 1o Ji0y.

— Celyac He 3TO UMeeT 3Ha4yeHue, OTeI».

V3 mpyroro KoHIla KaOuHeTa pa3facs XKeHCKUH Toyoc.
MapKu3 oOBepHYJICS K CUAsLIeH Ha code XKeHIIUHE.

JIn3a, KpacuBas XKeHIIWHA CO CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMHU, OYATO COTKAHHBIMU 30JI0THIMU HUTSIMH,
BBIJ@BUIIa YILIOKY Ha JIUIIO.

— [Ia, aTo He rnaBHOe. Ho ckaxu MHe jy4Ine BOT 4TO. Kakoro XpeHa Tkl CMEEIIbCS B TAKOU-TO
cutyauuu, Jluza?»

Mapku3 He CKpHIBaJI CBOET'0 HEJOBOJILCTBA.

— 3aBTpa Cy, ¥ s He 3Hal0, KTO YKpaJl TOTO IMapHs, KOTOPHIA 3aBTPa MOT IIePEBEPHYThH BCIO UTPY.
Tebe cMeIIHo?»

Mapku3 HaxMmypuJics. JIu3a BcTana U IOAO0IIa K MapKHU3y.
— THI — MOXKeIlb IJIaKaTh, €CJIY eCTh Ha TO XeJlaHue, OTell».
— Yt0o?»

9Tu abcypaHble ClI0Ba MTHOBEHHO OTOpOCHIM MapKr3a Ha3afl. U, kak 6ynTo e€ 6onblile He 3a00Tula
peakius oTiia, JIu3a MoBepHYIach K phILapio.

— He Bupenu nu Bel HUYETO OOO3PUTEIHHOTO 10 MCYE€3HOBEHUS CIIyTu? [IpUxXogumn nu peillapb
uMIIepaTopa... nu Kakas-HuOymb MONO3pUTETbHAS KEHIIUHA».

— Xenmmaa?»

YOenuTenbHEIX TOKa3aTeNbCTB He ObUIO, HO MapKu3 IIpeIosara, 4YTo Cayry 3adpai UMeHHO
HWwmmnepatop.

lepuora KpodTa yKe cBsizanu 1o pykaMm U HOTaM, U PSAOM C HUM 0oJiblile He ObIJI0 HUKOT0, KpOMe
UMIepaTopa.

Ho JIu3a Owiyla Jpyroro MHEHUS.

[TomuMo PsiiMmoHAa, OCTaBasCs elle ONWH YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPBIM MOT MOMOYb repiory Kpodry.
9nnu Kpodr.

BriBmas umnepatpuna. M oHa mponapasa IIecTs JIeT.

HewusBecTHO, Te eé HOCUJIO0, HO, MOIKHO ObITh, OHA MPOCIIBIIIaa 00 OTIIe.

U B oTnuyue oT IIPpOYHuX 3HATHBIX ceMel 9Tu OTel 1 JOYb XOPOUIO Y2KNBAJIUCE.



Eé oTen Bucen Ha Bonocke. CKopee ObI7I0 ObI CTPAHHO, eclii O OHA BCE eIlle He BePHYIIack.
Prilfaph moKavas rojioBoOM, YCIIkIIaB CJI0Ba JIU3H.

— 41 He BUAEN HUKOT'0, KTO BHITJISIIUT KaK PHILIaph. M XKeHiuHa... HUKOro s He BUIe».
— 3HAYHUT, TH YIIYCTUI CIIYTY IO CBOEH TJIYIIOCTH».

— a?»

Prittaps mogyMart, He ocibImascs au oH. Ho JIu3a yxe oTBEpHYIACh.

— Orer, s gymaro, Te0e ciiemyeT CMEHHUThH IIJIaH Ha 3aBTpa».

— Yro TH MMeelb B BUAY? [laxke eC/IM OHU BHICTABST 3TOTO CIYTY B Ka4eCTBE CBUAETEJS, HUUET0
cTpamrHoro. KTo moBeput 6penqy MalbuMINKH, KOTHAa BCe TOKA3aTeIbCTBA OYOYT U TaK Imepeq
TIa3aMu?»

JIn3a B3MOXHYIIA.

Hackonbko oH GBI TYIION?

Ee oTen He oTKa3kBan cebe B UAMOTU3ME HU B IIPOIITIOM, HU cervac.

C camoro Havana JIu3a He fyMasa, 4TO 3TO MOXKET Pa3pyLIUTh BECh IJIaH.

ToT moxozke CYMTas, YTO OTHOIIEHUS MexXay reprorom Kpodom u uMmepaTopoM HeBaKHEE, HO
Paiimonn He O6pocun 6v1 6€3 6051 CBOET0 MPUOIUKEHHOTO.

— IIa HeT Xke, oTell. Ecnu MBI BEICTaBUM cebs UOMOTaMU 3aBTpa Ha CyHe, Y OBOPSH, KOTOPHIE
TIOBEPUJIU B HAC U TIOLUIM 3a HAaMU, MOTYT BO3HUKHYTh COMHEHUST».

— Mot oter] yxe noTepsin qoBepue Ero BenuuectBa. Ecniu ke 3aBTpa Ha cyfe 00BABUTCS 3TOT
Clyra, HaM He MMHOBATh KaNUTYISALKWU. B IPOTUBHOM clly4ae MBI ITOTEPSEM BOOOIIE BCEY.
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