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— Yro?»

f cunbHO youBUIIach, KOTAA YCIbIIana To, 4To 00bsiBUIa XeTeH.

PaiiMOHA HUKOIIa He Mocellasl ABOpel] UMIIepaTPHUIEL B CTOJIb PaHHUY Yac.
Bckope s npumina B ce0s ¥ CKasana:

— Boyctuts ero».

[Tocrne Toro, KaK rOpHUYHAS BHIIIIA, ABEPh OTKphllack. Habmiogas, Kak PaliMOHT BXOOUT B KOMHATY,
sl IEPBOM I03I0POBAJIACK.

— 4 npusetcTBy10 Ero BenuyecTBo», — A CKJIOHUJIACh B PEBEPAHCE.

— BcraBai, ummnepaTpuiar.

OH npoTSAHYT PYKYy, Kak geian Bceraa.

OOBIYHO 51 TOOHUMAJIACh, IepKa ero 3a PyKy, ¥ yaei0anach, HO He B 9TOT pas.

4 npuTBOpPHUIIaCh, YTO HEe BUXKY €r0 PYKY, I0O3TOMY BCTajla U IIOCMOTpPeTia Ha Hero.
PaiiMOH[I TOCMOTPET Ha CBOIO ITYCTYIO TagOHb U CIIeTKa MIPUTIOTHSI OPOBH.

— YTO THI feTaellb BO ABOPIE UMIIEPATPUIILI B TAKOM PAaHHUM Yac?»

YcnrimaB Mo Bompoc, PaiiMOH[T CKIIOHUIICS KO MHE.

OH He 0TBETUJI Ha MOM BOIIPOC ¥ YCTABUJICS Ha MEHS.

qa ImogyMaia, 4TO OH, BO3BMOXKHO, CEPOUTCA Ha MEHA 3a TO, UTO s IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJIA €r0 PYKY, HO
‘-IéprIe T'Jla3a, CMOTPEBIIINE Ha MEHsI, HE IIOKA3bIBaJIl 1 TEHHU 3JIOCTH.

9T0 ObIJT HEOTIUCYEMBIH OIECK TJ1as.
[Touemy?..

OH HUKOTTIa He CMOTpeI Ha MeHs Tak. OH HUKOTra He 3a00Tuicst 000 MHE HAaCTOIBKO, YTOORI
HCIIBITEIBATE CI0KHEIE 9MOLIMH.

PaiiMoH[ MeJIeHHO MOPTHYJ. YEPHEIE TJIa3a MOPTHYIH €Ilé pa3 U 00/bllle He BHIKa3aIu HUKAKUX
SMOLUY, KaK paHbIIIe.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOrjia s MoyMaJia, YTO MHE TI0Ka3asioch, PaiMOH[ OTBEPHYJICS OT MEHSI.
— 4 cobupaiock IOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM, TaK YTO OTOIIJIA CBOIO IIPUCITYTY>.

Korpa Bce cimyKaHKM yoanuianuch, PoSMOHA OTKPHLI POT.



— MHe HyKHO KOe-4TO CKa3aThb».

— JIa? MHe ToXKe, HO CHa4aJjla ThI».

— JT0 KacaeTcd OMyHAa».

— Korpma mpuimén oTBeT XxpaMa, S TOXkKe Pelusa IIOTOBOPUTE C TO0O0M. P3ii, KAaKOBO TBOE pereHune?»

— MHe o4YeHb XKaJlb, HO OH He MOXKeT HOCUTb CTATyC MMPOCTOJIIOAUHA, TI0KA B HEM TEUET
MMIIepaTOPCKas KpoBb. II0TOMY UTO 5 /Tydille 3HaI0 KaKOBO OBITH HETIPU3HAHHLIM PeOEHKOM».

B 9TOT MOMEHT B €T0 TEMHEIX I'/la3aX 0Tpa3ujiach 00Ie3HEeHHAs Iedab.

YneH ceMbd, KOTOPBIY He OBUT MPU3HAH UMIIEPAaTOPOM...

OH TakXe 3HaJI, KaKue 0CKOpOJIeHNs U Tpe3peHre MOXKET MOJIyYUTh TaKOM peOEHOK.
B03MO0KHO, OH TPOELIXPYET CBOE MPOIIIOE Ha JAMOH/A.

Ho Tenepsb BCE 3TO OymeT HEYMECTHO.

— W KaKoBO e TBOE PelIeHne?»

— 4 npu3sHaw OOMyHAa 4JI€HOM KOPOJIEBCKOU CEeMbU M BO3BELY €r0 B PaHT IIePBOr0 IPHHIA
UMIIEPUU».

ViMeHHO 3TOTO g ¥ 0Xkupaana. Ho moyemy 3To Tak? BMecTo Toro, 4To0B PaCCTPOUTCS, MOS TOJIOBA
cTasa 6oJjiee XOJIOOHOM.

Ho, ¢ gpyroii cTopoHHI, criacu6o.

Ilo cerogHsmIIHETO yTpa 4 OEeHCTBUTEIIBHO 0eCIIoKOuIach O CBOMX YYBCTBaX K HEMY, HO TE€IlePh, KOI'a
S BUXKY Pss, g1 He OYMal0, 4YTO Y ME€HS OCTaJIOCh XOTh YTO-TO IIOJIOZKUTEJTIbHOE K 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY.

4 Thxo mocMessnack Han coOOi.
['ma3a PaiiMOHMa Cy3uIKMCh, KOTTA OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO MOM CMEX YeM-TO OTJIMYAJICS OT OOBIYHOTO.
Kak pa3 mepeq TeM, Kak OH Ha4aJl TOBOPUTH, S TUXO M03BaJjla ero o UMeHH.

— Paii. Chenaii OMoHa IEPBEIM IPUHIIEM, KaK IoxKeaelb. Ho mpexme MHe HY2KHO KOe-4To
cKas3aTh Tebe».

— Ia, ckaxu 9T0. TeMy ¢ DIMYHIOM MbI 3aKPBIIH, a CeHYacC s CAeaio BCE, YTO THI IOKEIaelhb.

¢ HagelCh, 9YTO 3TO TaK. MHe He XOTeI0Ch 3aKaHUYMBATh C HUM Pa3rOBOP, UTOOH PACTSIHYTh 3TO
JIUKYIOIlee YyBCTBO.

4 ropbKo yIBRIOHYIACk, TSSO B YEPHLIE r1a3a PaliMoHIa, B KOTOPHIX, Ka3a0Chk, 0TPaXaauch
COo3Be3aus.

qa IIOCMOTPeENIa eMY IIPSIMO B I''tla3ad U CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJa:

— 4 Tpebyio pa3Boga».



— ....Hero TuI TpeOyemb?»

B 3TOT MOMEHT r1a3a PSIZMOHI[& YCTaBUIINCh Ha MEHA C HEOJOYMEHUEM, KaK GYJITO OH HE MOT IIOHATH
MOHX CJIOB.

Ero Bo/IHeHUE BIEPBLIE II0UEMY-TO 3aCTAaBUJI0O MEHS ITIOUYBCTBOBaThL O0Jler4eHue.
¢ cHOBa 3aroBopuia C MATKOMU yIILIOKOM.

— 41 He Xouy pH3HaBaTh JIMOH[A, Pa3BeAuCh CO MHOUY.

— He roBopu epyHObI».

9T0 OBII TOJI0C XOJIOMHOTO YIpEKa. I1oX0Ke, OH PELIu, YTO S IBITAIOCh IOMeIaTh IAMOHIY BOUTH B
MMIIEPATOPCKUM AOM, YIPOXKas pa3BOgoM.

Ia, mo6ot MOT Tak MOKyMaTh.

Ho Takxe, mo60#, KTO XOTh HEMHOT'0O MEHS 3HaeT, HaBePHsKa MOBEPUT B TO, YTO 5 JEUCTBUTENIHHO
X04y pa3BeCTUCh ¢ PariMOHIOM.

Ho oH 3HaeT, KaK CUIBHO s ero JII00JIi0, II03TOMY OH, BEPOSITHO, He TIOBEPHUT MHE CHadaJla.
ToYHO Tak Xe, Kak 1 He MOrjia IOBEPUTh, YTO BIIEPBLIE TPOU3HECIAa CII0BO "pa3Bof”.
Ceppitie MO€E BCE elrl€ OBIII0 CIIOKOMHO.

— Pait, 9ogMoH[ — TBOM CHIH. [laxke ecnu s OyAoy OTPUIIATh 3TO, OH BCE PaBHO CTAHET IPUHIEM. I
Oonbiie He OyAy TOBOPUTH C TOOOM 006 3TOM».

— Ecnu 3TO He mpUYMHa, TO IOYEMY THI IIPOCHUIIL Pa3Bopa’?»

— IIpuyuHa, 110 KOTOPOU S peluia BHMTH 3a Tebs 3aMyxk, Oblila B TOM, 4TO s jiobumna Tebs... u
XoTesna OBITh PSIIOM C TOOOM».

— [Touemy THI 3aroBopuia 06 3TOM ceivac? f cKasajl, YTO APYro¥ KeHIIUHH He OYIeT, Tak YTo
OCTaBaiiCcs Ha CBOEM MECTe UMIIEPATPHUIIBL. »

— IToTomMy uTO g Gonbiie He 10670 TeOs!» — KpuKHYya g Paio.
B 3TOoT MOMEHT rna3a PaiiMoHOa OKpyTIunuch eime 6onbie. M BCKOpe pa3fascs CoaBlIeHHBIN I0JI0C:

— Xa, He mo0uIrbk MeHsa? Tel 1 1 — He 00bIYHasg mapa. Mel — UMIepaTop u uMmneparpuia. Tebe He
XBaTaeT Moel JTo0Bu? TH IPOCTO X0UEIIb PAa3BECTUCH 110 9TOM MPUYKUHE? ¢ ObI TPeaIoYéest, YTOOH ThI
Orlna 6onee YecTHa co MHOM!» — KpuUKHY B 0OTBET PaiiMOH]I.

Ha ero 6e3pa3nuyHoM Julle OTPA3UIICS THEB.
TonbKO, TOIBKO €CHH ...
B rpynou y MeHs moxosomeno. [t Hero Mos 1r060Bb ObljIa ITPOCTO IPEMISITCTBUEM.

— Paii, THI efCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, YTO MEeXKAY HaMu He ObLI0O HUKaKUX Po0ieM, TOMUMO
OTCYTCTBHUS JII0OBU C TBOEM CTOPOHBI?»



Y Paiimonpa 6b110 cepguToe nuio. OH 00MU3HYJ I'yOBl, HO HEe MOT HAYero CKa3aTh.

— Cnacu6o JIuze u IgmMoHAy. IToTOMy YTO 9TO a0 MHE IPOCBETIIEHNE OTHOCUTEIBHO 3TUX
0eCIIO/Ie3HEIX OTHOIIEHUN».

— ...HaBepHoe, Teb6e G510 II7I0X0 K3-3a €€ Bo3BpallleHus. {1 moHuMalio, Ho MBIl He OyneM
PA3BOOUTECS».

— PonimoHn, g1 ...»

YcnriaB Kak 5 30By €ero, OH OTBEPHYJICS, CIIOBHO He Kejiast 00JIbIlle CIyIIaTh.
— Boungure!»

Crapias ropHUYHas, HaXOOUBIIAsCSA CHapPYKY, ITOCIIeIIia Ha ero KpPuK.

— Cenuac xe IIPUKAXKHU PEIIAPAM OT MOETO KMEHHU CJIIEOUTHL 3d IBOPIIOM MMIIEPATPHUIIEI. [TocemaTs u
IMOKUOATE NBOPEI] abCOTIOTHO HEBO3MOXKHO 0€3 MOero pa3pemeHuna».

— Pantmonpn!»

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB OH 3aTr0OBOPHUJI B OMHOCTOPOHHEM IOPSAKE U OTBEPHYJICS OT MEHS.
4 momneITanack B3STh €T0 3a PYKY, HO OH CTPSIXHYJI MOU PYKH.

Korpa oH BrIIIes, XeleH OCIelna K HeMy.

— Bartre BennuecTBo, ¢ BaMU BCE B MOPSIKE?»

XeneH, JOXKHO OBITh, OblJIa OYeHb YAUBIIeHA, TIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBLI MMEPBBIY pa3, KOT{a UMIIepaTop
OLLT Tax 30J1.

— 4 B mopsagke».

— MiMmepaTop orpaHHYMII JOCTYI BO IBOPEI», — OCTOPOXKHO IMpobopmoTasa XejeH, IoKa
Habmonana.

4 He mymara, 4To P3iMOH[ JIerKo pa3BeleTcs, HO 3T0 Oblyla Topa3mo 6ojiee CUTbHAS PeaKIus, YeM S
oXwupana.

MHe 1m0Ka3an0Ch, YTO B OMMHOYKY MHE TPYIHO Imepey0enuTs PaliMoHa.

— XeJeH, eCTb KOe-4TO, 4TO THI JOJIKHA CHeNaTh CPOYHO, IPeXkKae YeM pPhIllapyu IPUAyT».
— Ia?»

I'maza XeJieH pacUIMPUINCh OT MOUX CJIOB. f MOCIEIIHO HalKucalla KOPOTKOE MUCHEMO.
IyMato, MHe HyKHa IIOMOILb OTILia.

4 HyXpamachk BO BIaCTU CBOETO OTIa, repiora Kpodra.

4 xoTena CIIOKOWHO 3aKOHYUTH C 9TUM 0€e3 IIOMOIIM OTLa... HO y MeHs HeT BhIOopa.



4 npoTtsHyna XejleH NUCbMO, KOTOpPOe 3amedaTalia B KOHBEPT.

— Ornpasb ero B repiiorctso Kpodt npsmo cerndac».

— Ia, Bame BennuecTBo».

Korpa Xernes yia, s mocMoTpesia B OKHO Ha foM PaiiMoHpa, [IBopern ConHIa.

)%k

BepHyBiuch B KabuHeT, PaiiMOHL pe3KUM [IBUXKEHUEM PACCTETHYJI BEPXHIO IIYTOBUILY CBOETO
MYHOMDPA.

OpHaKo Jaxe IOCJIe 9TOT0 THEB He HMcYes.
Ero ropno, ka3anocs, Ob110 3a6KTO, ¥ OH He MOT CKa3aTh U CJI0Ba
— 4 Tpebyio pa3Boga».

B ToT MOMeEHT, KOrfia CIIOKOMHEIN TOJIOC IIIINM 3XOM OTO3BaJICS B €T0 rojioBe, PaiMOHL KECTKO
OTIIBBEIPHYJI CBOM CTOJL.

B xabrHeTe pa3fanuch TAXKENbIe YOapHhL.

YnpaBnsiomuii ObICTPO PaclpaBuiICs C IepelnyraHHbIMU CIIyTaMy ¥ IOJOIIEN K UMIIepaTopy.
— Baire BenryecTBO, yCIIOKOUTECH.

PaiMonp r1y60K0 B3MOXHYI, YCIBIIIAB CJI0OBA CITYTH.

Ipyrue He ocMenuIuCh Ol ceyac MpuONuU3uThCS K PaliMoHTY.

OpmHako ympaBnsiomuil ObIT UCKTIOYEHUEM U3 BCETO, TIOTOMY YTO OH OBLIT YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPBIN
CIIyKuJ PaIMOHLY CO BpeMEH OBIBIIETr0 HACIETHOTO NMPUHIA, ¥ POIMOH] HE CKpPhIBal CBOUX YYBCTB
OT ITOMOIIIHKKA YTIPaBIISIONIETO.

— BBI, mOMKHO OBITH, 0YE€Hb HATIPSKEHBI».

CkOmbKO OBI 5T HY [IBIIIAJI, MO 3KeJIyIOK Toper.

YTo, 4EPT BO3bMH, TaK PAaCCTPAUBAET MEHS?

TonBpKO IOTOMY, 4TO JJIIU XO4YeT Pa3BeCTUCh CO MHOU?

¢ HUKOT[la He AyMall, YTO OHa OPOCUT MEeHS IepPBOii, HO BCE PaBHO OBIJIO CTPAHHO TaK 3JIUTHCS.
[TpaBUNIbHO AyMaTh palliOHAIbHO, @ HE CEPAUTHCS Ha HEE 3a YIIOMUHAHME O Pa3BOfie.

Ha, s momxeH ObLI YCIIOKOUTL €€ apryMeHTaMu, HO He CMOT.

— IMToTtomy uTo s TeOst Gosblie He JTI00II0!»

Kak Tonvko g YCIIBIIIIAJI CJI0OBa "He mMOOJTI0", MHE TT0Ka3aJioCh, YTO MOE TEJIO CBEJIO CyooporamMu.
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