I'maBa 345: BrnacTs u paHr AnneHa.

Bo BpeMst 4TeHUSsT BpeMs 1110 OBICTPO.

BubnuroTeka Oblla TOKPHITA BUTPAXKHBIMK CTEKJIAMHU, TPUIABABIIMME KPACKUBEIE IIBETA BCEMY, UTO
HaXOOMUJI0Ch BHYTPU OUOINOTEKH.

AnmneH 00JI0KOTUJICS HA KHUXKHYIO IIOJIKY, OeCIIPeCTaHHO YUTast TO, YTO ero UHTepecoBalo. XOoTs Ha
IIepBOM 9Taxe OBUIM TOJIBKO CaMble 3JlIeMeHTapHble 3HaHUS 110 UCTOPUHU, OH YyBCTBOBAJI Ce0sl Tak,
Kak OynTo oOHapyxkui Kiafa. OguH 3a IPYTHUM OH IIOJIy4as OTBETH Ha TO, YTO €My OBIJIO HY2KHO U 4TO
OH XOTeJI 3HaTh.

OnHako HEKOTOPHIE U3 HUX BCE €llle 0CTaBauCh [/l Hero 3arafkoit. Oco6eHHO MpUYrHa U3MEHEeHUS
€ro MUpa, IlepecesieHne CBEPXIIIOfEeN K X MPOIUIOMY "s1" B IPYroil MUDP U, HAKOHELl, HEIHEIIHSAS CUJla
Beprunus.

[To Mepe TOTo Kak HeOO CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE TEMHEE, MaJIeHbKUE IIaphl, TOX0XKKMe Ha KaMHU, Hayallu
UCIYCKAaTh CBET.

Ckopee Bcero, 3T0 OBITM Maruyeckrue KaMHH.

OHu ObUIM e1lé NOBOJIBHO TYCKJIBIMU U He TOOUINCH [jis uTeHusi. OgHako AJIJIeH 1OKa He coOupancs
YXOOUTh, IO3TOMY OH Hadas YUTaTh APYTI'YI0 KHUTY, [I0JIarasiCh Ha CBOE yNydllleHHOe 3peHue, a Takke
Ha JIyHy KaK UCTOYHUK CBeTa.

JIaar!

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/la OH TUXO YKTaJl, IBEPh BHE3AIHO OTKPHIIACh. XOTs AsneH OblT
TIOTPY2KEH B UTEHME, OH BCE elé ObUT HacTopoxke. OH IMOACO3HATENNBHO IIOMHSII TOJI0BY K GOJBIINM
IOBEPSIM U YBUIEII 3HAKOMYI0 QUTYPY, UAYIIYIO K HEMY.

— ...Vxe mo3pHo. TH e1ié He obefarl. - ckasana JpHuKa, moaxons K Hemy. Kak 00bIYHO, BhIpakKeHHe e€
nuna OBIJI0 MATKUM, KaK Oy[ITO OHa pa3roBapuBasla ¢ MIafgmuM OpaToM Uiy OU3KUMHU JTIOObMHU.

— 4 B mopsKe... - 'yOBl AlIeHa TYT 3Ke PaCTSIHY/IUCh B HEKHOU yIIBIOKe.

— IIpomyck ogHOTO IPHEMa IUIIKU MHE He TIOBPEIUT. ~

OpuKa Temso mocMoTpesa Ha AnneHa. E€ rima3a ynbibanuce.



Korga AmnieH OBEPHYJICS K HEH, ero I71a3a OblIi 0Y€Hb COCPENOTOYEHE], IOTOMY UTO OH TOJIBKO YTO
yuTan KHUTY. Hapsimy ¢ ero KpacHBOM BHEIIHOCTBIO, 3TO CPa3y 2Ke 3aCTABUII0 DIPUKY ITOYYBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 TPOHYTOH.

XoTs 0OHa ¥ paHbllle BUela MHOTO KPaCHBHIX JII0fiel, HO 110 KaKOW-TO Ipu4YKHe AJyieH o0nafaeT TeM
HeoOBSICHUMEBIM 00asiHreM, KOTOpOe NMPUTSATUBaET mofel. [JoOpbiM obasgHueM 00/1afaloT TOJIBKO
notoMku boros u Boruns no6Bu.

dABnsercsa nmu oH noToMkoM Bora unu Borunu mo6su?..

Ho kakoi kmnaH?..

9T0 onpenenénHo Ovl1 He KimanoM ®peiin. BHemHOCTh AsyieHa Oblla a3MaTCKOM... BO3MOXHO, U3
HeOO0IbILIOM STHUYECKOM rpynnbl? HeyxKemu oH HelCTBUTETbHO BBIXKWIT U3 Pa3PyIIeHHOT0
MaJIEHbKOI'0 Ki1aHa Ha HanbHeM BocToke?..?

OpHKa OT/I0XKHIIa BOIIPOC B CTOPOHY U CKa3asa:

— Jlaxe boru He XOTAT IIPOIIYyCTUTL HA OMHOMU TPaIle3bl, THI K€ 3HAEIkb.

Opuka cnabo ynbOHyIach.

— ITominu.

— { no¥ny no3xe, S X049y 3aKOHYUTH 3TO IIEPBLIM. - AJIJIEH NTOAHST KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YUTaJl.

— HcnoBens KonpgyHOB U BembM IleTpyca buncdenbouyca.

9T0 OblyTa 3aIKCh MPU3HAHUM ITPeAIoIaraeMux BenbM [Tutepa buncdhenbna, gawomas
KacCUu(MUKAIMIO IEMOHOB, U3BECTHHIX KaK KHSI3bs Afa.

— Kuura o gemonax?.. - C COMHEHUEM CIIpOCHUjIa JpHUKa.

OpukKa nopouuta K AnneHny u cena pagoM. OT eé Tejla UCXOAUTI C1abbIi cllagKuil apoMart, KOTOPHIH He
MOT He mpo0yauTh gpemmouui ayx Amnesa. Ecnu Ovl He ero HeOOBIKHOBEHHAsI CTOMKOCTD, OH OB
OBl y2Ke 04apoBaH.

OpuKa nogHssa rojoBy, IOCMOTpesa Ha AJiJieHa U cKa3asa:

— TBI MeNCTBUTEIBHO XOUEIb YIYUTHCS. §1 CIIbIIIaaa OT OXPaHHUKA, YTO Tl HE BEIXOOUII OTCIOMA M0
CHX TIOD.



AneH moXkuMaeT naevyaMu, Clerka yanﬁaeTCH " TOBOPHUT:

— ¢ noka HHUYero He IIOMHIO, HO, CYZs II0 TOMY, YTO Thl CKa3ajla, JEMOHHI celiyac B yaape.
JIrobonbITHO. Kpome TOro, y MeHs OBUIO 4yBCTBO, UTO S MOTY CTOJIKHYTHCS C HUMH B OyOyIIeM... 1 He
MOT'Y CpazkKaThCs BCIIETYIO... BEPHO?

— 970 OBIJIO MEeWCTBUTENIBHO XOPOIIIO... HaM OMPeneIéHHO He TIOMeIIaeT elé OJHa pPyKa ITOMOIIIH. -
0moOpPUTENTbHO KUBHYIIa JpHUKa.

— OpHaKo, TH CpaXkaycs paHbIIe?..

AJneH moxkadas rOJI0BOM:

— Iymaro, uTo ma. BrUTH Koe-KakKue BOCIIOMUHAHMUS, HO BCe OHM GbUIM CMyTHHIME. Ho, 0 KpaiHen
Mepe, 51 3HAI0 HEeKOTOPHIEe U3 CBOMX CIIOCOGHOCTEH. .

— A? He xoy4elb pacckasaTh? - 9pHKa C JI000IEITCTBOM ITIOCMOTPeia Ha Hero.

— 4... 1 He coBCeM IOHMMAI0, HO JyMalo, YTo s YOuiilla IPaKOHOB...

—1?

['ma3a OpuKM pacIIMPUIIUCH OT IIOKA, a POT IIPEBPATHIICS B ManeHbKy0 OykBy "O". OHa HUKOT[A,
Maxke B CAMBIX CMeJIbIX CBOMX OXKHIAHUSX, He JyMara, uTo AjeH - Youtiia [IpakoHoB. [Tpodeccus,
KOTOpasl Ype3BEIYaliHO pefKa U MOTYIIeCTBEHHA.

YBumeB moTpsiceHre DpuUKU, AJIIeH YIIBIOHYIICS eIl Iupe.

— BepHo, u M0€ uMs... KaxeTcs, Comn. A u3 Kakoro s KjaHa, s He 3Halo. f{ HUYEero He IIOMHIO O CBOEM
IIPOUCXOXK[EHUHU... I0Ka HUYETO He IIPUXOOUT B TOJIOBY...

— SpI/IKa OIIIEJIOMIIEHHO YCTaBUJIaCh Ha AnneHa ¥ KakKOe-TO BpeMsi HE MOI'JIa OTBETUTh.

AnmeH cka3sall 3TO, IOTOMY YTO... Ha eT0 TeJle, XOTs OH ¥ He XOTeJl 3TOT0, HO aXe eciu Obl OH
TIIOTIBITAJICS CKPHITh CBOIO IPAKOHBIO aypy, OHA BCE PABHO IPOCOYMIIACH OBl XOTh HEMHOTO. M ¢ aTUMHU
rJla3aM# 0JTy00T0B OHU, BEPOSITHO, 3aMeTAT 3T0. OCOOEHHO ceryac, KOTHa ero Cuia MeayieHHO
BOCCTAHABIUBAETCS.

Y Hamo 3HaTh, OBITIO TOJIBKO OBE BO3MOXKHEIE TPUYUHEL, TI0YEeMY V Hero Oblta [IpakoHbS aypa: BO-
TIePBEIX, OH ORI IOTOMKOM ApPaKOHa U, CY.Os IO eT0 aype, OH OYHeT IJIaBHEIM IIOTOMKOM, a BO-BTOPHIX,
OH Y3yPIIMPOBAJI CUIY ApPaKOHa!



A Te mrogu, KOTOPBIE Y3YPIUPOBAIH BIACTh APAKOHA, MOTYT OBITh TOJIBKO... yOUUIIAMU OPaKOHOB!

Ipakonsl B He6ecHom IlapcTBe — ofgHa U3 MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX pac. Bcerma B CTOPOHE OT MHpPA, U XOTS
OHU He BCerfa UIlyT 00phOLI C JIIOABMU, HO HHOTTIAa OHU NIPUXOOAT ¥ UTPAIOT - U 9Ta UT'Pa He 3aCTaBUT
OPYTUX JTI0fled YyBCTBOBaThL Ce0s51 XOPOIIO U CHACTIIKBO.

OHY yXKacCHBI, 1 Y O0IBIUIMHCTBA U3 HUX €CTh KOMIIJIEKC IIPEeBOCXOACTBa. Becerma cuutanu cebst
IIPUBETIUBEIMU U BEICOKOMEPHBIMH.

OpHako maxe boru mpu3Hanmu 6bl, YTO CHJIa APAKOHOB Oblla, 6€3yCIIOBHO, EOUHCTBEHHOM B CBOEM
pozne. YV HUX faxke ecTh cocoOHOCTh yOuBaTh boros. Takum o6pa3oM, GONBIIMHCTBO KJIaHOB Foros
n30eraioT J00BIX CTOJIKHOBEHHUM C PACOM IPAaKOHOB.

TeMm He MeHee, HEKOTOPHIE JIIOOH, 0COOEHHO repoH, IPOTUBOCTOST 3TOMY YHUXKEHHIO ¥ OOPIOTCS C
HUM. HeKoTOphie yMUPAIOT, HO HEKOTOPHIE TAKXKe CyMeJIH BLHIUTH IT00eOuTeNIsIMU, BCE BpeMs Habupas
HEBEPOSITHYIO CUTTY.

Opnako my6ivKa 3HAEeT, UTO CTaTh UCTPeOUTEIEM JPAKOHOB - 3TO He POCTO YOUTH ApakoHa. HyxkHO
ObITH TPU3HAHHBIM OPAKOHOM, C KOTOPHIM OH CPaXa’siCs, ¥ MO3BOJIUTL EMY OTHATh BCE TOMY, KTO yOUs
€ro, CheJl ero Cepale U UCKYIascs B €0 KPOBY.

9TO HaCTOSIIIUYI PUTYal IIpPeBpallleHns B UCTPeOUTENA IPaKOHOB...!

U Bcé ke uctpebuTeneil APaKOHOB B 3TOM MUPE 0YeHb MaJIo.

Y 60nBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX CTAJId HEIPEB30UIEHHBIMY TePOSIMHU B MUpe!

TakuMm o6pa3oM, dpuKa OblNa KpakiHe IIOKMPOBAaHA, Y3HAaB, UTO AJIJIeH Ha caMoM fiefie OB yOuiien
NpakoHOB. Ecriu ObI OH IeHCTBUTEIBHO OBIT OMHUM U3 HUX, TO CTajl ObI MOTYIIECTBEHHEIM BOUHOM!

— ...KpOMe€ 3TOTr0, HEyXKEeJIN Thl OelCTBUTEJIFHO HUYEro He IIOMHHUIIB?. .

AJlNieH ¢ KpUBOU YCMEIIKOY IT0Kaydasl F0JI0BOK.

— K coxasneHnio, MOM BOCIIOMHHAHHUS BCE eIlIe B 66CHOp${I[Ke, " g Heé 3Hal0, 9TO PeaJiIbHO, a YTO HET...

Eme ogHa mpuyrHa, 10 KOTOPOU OH He MOXKET IOJTHOCTHI0 CKPHITh CBOIO IPaKOHEIO aypy,
3aKJ/II0YaeTCs B TOM, UTO, eCJIM OH 3TO CHeJaeT, ero gpyroe teno, 6e3ycioBHO, OymeT cpasy
3aMedeHO0. XOTs ero MOKHO Ha3BaTh "AHTeJIoM CMepTH", OH OBII BCETO JINIID MafAIINM aHTeIoM!

Ecmu O 3TO CTaI0 U3BECTHO, €ro cCowiIx 0Ll HeMOHOM!



[Tapmve aHrenkl, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, COIO3HUKU JEMOHOB!

OpHa aypa momkHa ObITh 0CBOO0XKIEHA, YTOOH! TOKPHITh APYTYI0. M 9TO €ro IpakoHbs aypa.

— HcTpebuTens ApakoHOB... - JpUKa HEe MOXKET CAepXKaTh YOUBIeHUs. Takoi I0HOIIA, KaK OH, HE
MOZKeT OBITH CTapllle MeH4... TOTOa KaK XKe OH CMOT CTaTh UCTpeOUTEIEM APaKOHOB?..

— TBOU paHT CUJIHL... Thl IOMHMUIIEL?..

ArinieH mokayvaj roj0BOM U MedasibHO YJ'II:I6HYJ'[C5{.

OpuKa HaxMypHUIIack.

— ¥ Hac OvlT KAMEeHb OJIsi U3MEPEeHUs CUJIBL... MEI OEeHCTBUTEIBHO MOXEM N3MEPUTH TBOIO CHUITY, €CJIU
ThI XOY€Illb... KOHEYHO, €CJI ThHI XO4Ye€ellb... - CKa3aJjla OHa, yTOOBI HEe CTABUThH AJIJIeHa B HEJIOBKOE
II0JIOZKEHNE.

— ...X0POIIO0. - KUBHYIJI Annesn. To, 4TO ero PpaHT 6y11eT N3BECTEH, Ha CaMOM [eJie HEe BaXKHO...

XoTs caM OH He MoXKeT 06 3TOM paccKa3aTb, IOTOMY 4YTO 9TO OyET BHITJIANETh Tak, OyATO OH
BOCCTAHOBHUJI IIAMSITh, @ €CJTU ¥ HET, TO ¥ HETO BOZHUKHYT MOm03peHusi. C TaKUM XK€ yCIIeXOM MOXKHO
IIepecTPaxoBaThCHl...

kkekekkok

OHU BHIIIIHA U3 OMOIUOTEKH.

Opuka noBena AjjeHa B BOCTOYHYIO 4YaCTh OCOOHSIKA, B POCKOIIHLIM IIepeMOHUAIbHEIN 3a7l.

A B BOCTOYHO# YaCTH 3aJjila HaXOUJICS OTPOMHEIN Toj1y00BaTO-0€Iblil KPUCTAILI, BEPOSTHO, OKOMO 3-4
METPOB BHICOTOM.

[Tocrie KOPOTKOTO 3HAKOMCTBA C 3TUM MeCTOM, JpHKa MOoMpocuia AjnieHa IPUKOCHYThCS K
TIOBEPXHOCTH KPUCTAJIIA, ¥ B OMHO MIHOBEHUE BCE MOMeIleHue OBII0 MTOKPHITO TEMHO-OPAHXKEBEIM
CBETOM.

YBupeB aTo, OpuKa cpa3y ke ocToyibeHesa U 3aCThilla Ha MecTe.

— HerT, 1 3a uto!..?



— Bricmuii panr Mmnepartopa!? - Opuka B yKace yCTaBUJIaCh Ha KPUCTAJ, a IOTOM Ha AJIIeHa.

Ha camom merne oH ObLT ITOYTH HU3IIKUM BoxkecTBoM...!?

He crnuImkoM nu 3TO MpeyBeIndeHo... ! ?

OpHKa Bcerjga CuMTana, 9YTo, XOTS BIacTh AJlJIeHa MOXKHO CUMTATh BEICOKOM, HO C €T0 BO3PacTOM OH
IOJIKeH ObITh IPHMEPHO Ha BepirnHe KopoieBCKOro paHra Wi HadajbHOT'O paHra MMmepartopa, Kak
¥ oHa. Ho HMKOra OHa He OXupasa, 4To AJJIeH Ha BhICIIEM paHre...!!

9TO yXKe OfMH IIar K TOMY, YTOOBI CTaTh HACTOSIIUM... MEHbIIUM BoxecTBOM!

He cnoumkoMm nu oH MoJon!..?

Ona HUKOTa He COMHEeBaJjach B BO3pacTe AJlJieHa, IIOTOMY 4YTO, KaK OfHaX[bl CKa3ajla ey MaTh,
OCMaTpUBas ero COCTOSTHUE, BO3pACT AljeHa He MOXKET IepeBauTh 3a ABaanarth aet. OH
OeHCTBUTEIbHO OB I0HOMIeH!

Ho..

Kaxk 3T0 BO3MOXKHO [IJIsT HET'0 IOCTUYh BEPIIUHE IfapcTBa MMmepartopa?.. [Jlaxke oHa, KOTopas Oblna
IIPOBO3TJIAllleHa TeHUEM, BCE eIlé HaXOAuIach B paHTe HavyallbHOTo MiMriepaTopa, u €€ Bo3pacT
moutu goctur 40 nert...!

X0oTsg Ha caMOM [eJie OHa BHITIIsAOena jeT Ha 20, He OoJblle...

Takue Kak oHa CTpaerT MeOJIEeHHee B IBd Pd3ad 10 CPAaBHEHNIO CO CMEPTHBIMHU.

Ho 3Banue AsnneHa ObIIO CIIMIIKOM HePeaIbHBIM U HEBEPOSTHHIM!

AnmneH xe, HAIIPOTHB, HE BEPUJI CBOUM YIIIdM.

Bricimii panr MMmneparopa...?

Korga oH nogHsICsS Ha HOBBIM YPOBEeHB? BhIy1o 6B X0POI1I0, eciiu ObI 9TO OB BCE €Ilé CPemHUN PaHT,
HO BBICIIHM...?

— Te1, ToI BeICIIMY IMIIepaTOPCKUi paHT...?!

JpHKa He MOr'Jjla He BOCKJIUKHYThH B LIOKe!



OmHako, yBUOEB CIIOKOMHBIM B3TJIsI AJJIeHa, TO I OH He 3HaJI, HACKOJIbKO 9TO IIOKUPYET, TO JIH
TPOCTO ORI K 3TOMY PaBHOAYIIEH, pa3yM JPUKU IIOCTENEeHHO YCIIOKOUICcs. Y BCE xKe B e€ cepplie
IIeBeJIbHYI0Ch COMHEHHE.

Ecnu AnneH OB TAKUM MOTYIIECTBEHHEIM... I0YEMY OHa COBCEM €ro He 3HaeT?

Ecnu oH Obl1 HEOOLIKHOBEHHBIM T'€HUEM, TO IT0YeMy OHa BOOOIIe 0 HEM He CIIbIIIaa?

WHorma KimaHb boros cobupanuchk U yCTpauBanu copeBHOBaHUS B Konmusee, 4ToOH TOKa3aTh CUITY
CBOUX JETeM, U 3TO TaK¥XKe CTaJIo CII0coO0M IIOOHSTH MPECTHUXK KaHa boroB MpOTUB APYTUX KJIAHOB.
OueBHUIHO, YTO OHU BEIOEPYT CBOUX JYYIIUX JIIOMEH [/l y4acCTUs U MOHECYT UX 3HAMS. ..

Ha camom mene, oHa Bcerga Orvlnia ©30paHHOM B CBOEM KJlaHe, HOPBEKCKOM M KOT'Ma-TO CHUfeNla Ha 1-M
MeCTe BCEro IOKOJIeHHUsI, HO Teleph OHa MOoTepIiesia MopaxkKeHue U CTaja 2-M BHICIIMM TeHHEeM BCeX
KJIQHOB.

TeMm He MeHee, maxe 1-if ObIT BCE eIlé HEMHOT'0 BEHIIE €€ B IJIaHe BJIACTH U CHUJIBI, ¥ €T0 PAHT BCE el
ObLT MaXke HaYaIbHBIM PaHTOM MMmepaTopa, 61MM3KUM K MMPOPHIBY YePe3 IIaPCTBO CPEOHETO PaHTa, U
3TO CTAJI0 CEHCAIIMOHHOM CKOPOCTHIO POCTA, U BCE XKe...

OpuKa He MOXKeT He CMOTPETh Ha OJEeTOTr0 B UEPHOE IOHOIIY Iepef co00M, KOTOPHIN BCE eIle
BRITJIsAMieNT 0e3pa3IMYHLIM ¥ HauBHLIM HEBUHHEBIM... OHa He 3HaJla ero 00eByI0 CUIy, TakK KakK He
BHZETa ero B 0010, HO CYyAs 110 TOMY, YTO V HET0 OBbIJT BHICOKUY YPOBEHb CIIM3U B Ka4eCTBE NOMAIIHETO
JKMBOTHOTO U NIpaBfa, YTO OH ObUT UCTPeOUTEIEM IPaKOHOB... KOHEYHO, €ro cuja He Oblia OBl TaKOu
cnaboif, KaK y Hero...

Ha camowMm mene, oH, BEPOSITHO, Iaxe CUIbHee ee!

Kak aTo BoO3MOXKHO...!"?

Cypns 1o ToMy, 4TO TOBOPHJIa €M MaTh, HaCTOAIIUM BO3pacT AjJiIeHa He MOXKeT IepeBanuTh 3a 20 ner.
Eé BospacT yxke npubnuxancs K 40 rogam, B TO BpeMst KaK IIepBOMY I'eHUI0 OBIJIO 3a TPUALATS....

OH nerko nobenun ux oboux!

Ho oHa He cblllIana 0 TAKOM T'eHUU... HEYXKeIU ero KJlaH IBITAJICS CIPSATATh €T0 WU YTO-TO B 3TOM
pome?..
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