IIocne Toro, KaK OHM 3aKOHYUJIX ¥ BHICOXJIH, [IKUH IPOBEJI ITalbllaMy II0 BOJIOCAM.
«[Tanp Xyas¥ BUHUT ce0s B TOM, UTO Pa3037IHUI TeOI».

«Ax..! 41 326611 0 HeM. OHa MOMOPIIUIIACE, @ 3aTeM IT0XkKaa miedamMu. «OH ToXe He JOIXKeH ObII
nraTh. ECIM OH U3BHUHSETCS CO CBOEM CTOPOHBI, TOTTIa BCE B IMIOPSIOKE.

— 41 yBepeH, 4TO OH paf 3TO CHIBIIIATE.
— Pa3sse Th He uMeellsb B Buay, uTo OH BYET papn 910 yCnelmaTs?
— O HerT, OH yXKe HeKOTOpOe BpeMs MOACIYLINBaET.

Mboii Xya BCKOYMIIa CO CBOETO MEeCTa U SIPOCTHO OTJIsIIe/Iach BOKPYT, XOTS ¥ He MOTJIa BUOETb CBOETO
ceiHa. OH Bcerpa ObUT XUTPHIM Y€JI0BEKOM, II03TOMY TO, YTO MBI €TI0 He BUMEJ U, He 03Hayvaso, YTO ero
37ecCh HeT.

«IIlanb Xyai, 1 He Oun Te0s 3a JI0Kb, HO He JyMaH, YTo 51 He Oyny OuTh Tebs 3a MopCIyIIrBaHue!
Kartucsp!"

I>X1H HaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, ¥ YXMBUIKa Ipo0ekaia o ero rybaM, mpexe 4eM ero XeHa ycIesa 3To
YBUTETb.

"OH ywen."

— OTOT MaJb4YMK, — €e IJIeUN OIYCTUIIUCh, KOTHa OHa CHOBa cena. «[logciymuBaeT COOCTBEHHBIX
poputesien... Kak oH TakuM BBIpOC? { moTeprea Heyaauy Kak MaTh?»

[KWH [oxJionas XkeHy 110 Ijieyy.

«TopHerit 1IBeTOK, 9T0 He TH. OH GepeT Ha ce0st CIUIIKOM MHOTO 1ocjie MeHs. CITUIIIKOM MHOTO€
II0CJIe MEHSI.

OHa nopHsina 6pOBb.

«3JTO He 3HAUMT, YTO ThHI €TO € JUHCTBEHHBIN POOUTEIIE. U th TOBOPHUIIIL 3TO TaAK, KaK 6YI[TO OH
YHacCnegoBall OT Tebs YTO-TO IIJIOXOE.

«He Tak mu?»

Ee rna3a CBepKHYIH COepKUBaeMbIM cMexoM: «KoHeuHo, HeT. [la, OH MOXKeT OBITh UHTPUTAHOM U
WHOTTA BefeT cebs KaK HEMOCIYIITHEN MaJleHbKUH MaJIbuiK, HO OH TaKXKe MPeJaHHbIA U YMHBIN. B
3TOM OH OYeHb IT0X0XK Ha Tebs1. Y To, 4TO OH HarmOMUHAET MHe Tebs, SBISETCS YacThi0 TOTO, T0YEMY
s1 JII00JII0 ero».

«TBI HAaC OCKOPOJISEIb UK XBAJIHIIE?»

Mbaii Xya mogzkaja PyKd Iof MOAO0POIOK ¥ 030PHO YXMBIIbHYIIACE.

"O6a."

On Gpocu Ha Hee pa3OpaXKUTeNbHBIN B3TJIsA], KOTOPHIH 3aCTaBUII ee HaKOHeIl pacCMesiThCs.

«/IMeHHO TaK [IoMkKeH BecTu cebs1 uMmneparop?» OHa Opa3HKTIa ero, oKa OH MPOAOIKa TyThCS.



EnuHcTBeHHasq 6p0Bb IIPUIIOOHAJIACh, 1 OH CKa3aJl C IIPUTBOPHBEIM HJOCTOMHCTBOM: «Kak OHl 5 HU
OelCTBOBAJI, 9TO ECTECTBEHHO, KAaK U MOJI0KEHO BECTHU cebs I/IMnepaTopy».

«X0-X0, HEYKEeJU 3T0 TaK? { oymaro, 4TO B MUPE eCTh UMIIePaTOPhl, KOTOPHIE C ITUM HE COTJIaCATCS».
OH ¢ripkHyn. «Kak OygTO 4TO-TO, YTO MOTYT CKa3aTh CMEPTHBIE UMIIEPATOPE], CTOUT YCIIBIIIATHY.

OHa HakKJIOHWJIa TOJIOBY, HAXMYypUB OpPOBU. «['0OBOPS O CMEPTHOCTH... KaK [IOJITO IIPOOEPKUTCS 3TO
TBOE TEJI0?»

IXUH ToTep mMoAO0POIOK, PA3MBIIIIISIS.

"¢l ne yBepeH. Ho aTo GymeT oueHb [ONTO, S AyMalo. [JOCTaTOYHO [OIT0, YTOOB! B KAKON-TO MOMEHT S
IIOTEPSJI CUET rofaM, IPOBeeHHEIM B HeM, U, BO3MOXKHO, 3a0yay, KaKoBO ObLIO OBITH IyXoM 0€e3 Tena.

«YX THI, TOT{Ia TaKO#l 6€CCMEPTHBHIHM BO BCEX OTHOIIEHUSIX».

OH cnerka KMBHYJI ¥ 3aMETHJI CII0KHOE BEIpaXkeHue Ha ee JIUIIE.

— 910 menaeT Tebs HECUACTHHIM?

"...He coBceM. [IpocTo, Korga g ympy...

OH CXBaTHUII €€ 3a PYKHU, IPUTSHYI K ce0e JTUIIOM U BHIIITIOHY: «Thl HE yMpPEIIhb!»
«JIKWH, 9 4eJI0BeK, KOrfa-HuOyOb 5 JOJIXKHA YMEPETh».

"Het! {1 aToro He m03BOMI0». Ero rinasa cBepkasay 30JI0TOM, a PyKHU CJierkKa Apoxanu. — May, noka s
3[1€eCh, g He M03BOJII0 Tebe yMepeTs.

— T-THI MOZXKeIIb 3TO CHOeJIaTh?

«41 MOTy, TTOKa ThI OCTAHEIIbCSI CO MHOM, OCTaBaiCsl B 9TUX TOpax, s CMOTY COXPAHUTh Tebe KU3Hb».
OH rpy00 00HSAT ee, TAXKEIIO [bIIIa U TIOTIak1Basi €e BOJIOCH, YTOOHI YCIIOKOUTHCS. — THL... TH He
yHpelus, na?

— JIK¥H, CKOJIbKO Pa3 s MOJIKHA FOBOPHUTH Tebe, YTO He iy, TOKa TH MHE He moBepuis? Ee
pas3apaxarna ero HeyBepeHHOCTh B cele.

Bups, 94TO ero HaBI34YHUBOCTh €€ pa3apazXKaeT, a 3JIUThL €€, KOrgJa OHa 6epeMeHHa, HEeXO0pOIIIo, OH B34JI
cebs B PYKH U IIPUHAJI COKPYIIEHHYIO 1103y U TOH.

"U3BuHN."

«Tak u momxHO ObITh! Boxke Moit! 4 Holy TBOero yeTBepToro pebeHKa, a T BCe elle Befelllb cebs
Tak, 6yaTo g B m1000# IeHb coOMpaiCch BalbCUPOBATh C TOPHL. 3a KOTO THl MeHS IpUHUMaelb, a? OHa
37100HO TKHYJIa ero.

«CaMmaga 1106poneTeana5{ KeHa». OH MOT TOJIBKO KUBHYTH U IIPUHATE 3TO KaK XOpOHII/Iﬁ MYX.

"Touno! Pa3Be s He Oblyta foOpa K Te0e Bce 9T Tofbl? Pa3Be s He ocTajlack BepHOU? Pa3Be s He
TOTOBHUJIA, He yOupasa u He BOCIUTEIBana TBoux AeTei? He Tak nmu? OHa Bce ellle THIKaja ero.

«KoHeuHoO, ga!»



"9to0 BepHO. Tak. He roBopH, UTO 51 CHOBa YX0XKY. B criemymomuii pa3 s BEIObIO Te0s 3a 3TO.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OHa CMOTpeJIa MPUCTANIbHO U €€ TOH 3Bydat 37100H0, [IxkuH OblT TPOHYT. OH
CHOBa OOHSIJ ee, HA 9TOT pa3 HeXHO, 0e3 OTYAsTHUS, U CJIeTKa I0LleJIoBajl ee B MaKyuIKy. Tak OHU
0CTaBaJIUCh HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI.

— B mo6oM cryyae, — OHa HAKOHEI[ CO B3[[0XOM BHICKOJIb3HYJIa U3 ero 00baTuil. — §1 monaraio, HaMm
1Iopa BepHYThCS. ¢ yBepeHa, YTO BCEM UHTEPECHO, TOUEMY TaK JIOJIT0».

OH KUBHYJI ¥ IPOTSAHYN pyKy. OHA cXkKaja ero pyKy u cjierka ynsioHynack. OHU BMeCTe IITH Yepe3
PYHUHHI B IPY2KECKOM MOJTYaHUH.

«JIKHAH».

"a?"

«JlaBail coenaeM OETSIM IMaMSTHBEIN KaMeHb. f MMeI0 B BUY TeX, KTO He BBIKHUIL.
"Koneuno."

— D-ecnu 5 OTePsIo O0IbIe, MBI TOOABUM UM TaOIHYKH.

«Mbon».

«XM?»

«ThI mOTEpsiemb OOTBIIE».

Bupgs ero penimTerIbHOe, HO BCTPEBO2KEHHOE BEIPAZKEHHUE JINIla, OHA 3HaJla, YTO OH HE COMHEBAETCA B
CBOHX CJIOBaX.

«9TO... 3TO 5 IPUYHUHA...?»

"Het!" OH moBepHYJICSA ¥ IIOCMOTpPENI Ha Hee, UCKpeHHe CcKa3aB: «He BuHU cebs. ITo 5. ... d He Bechb
yesioBeK. Hamiu geTu... OHU TOXe He Bce Joau. Te, KTO He BBIXKUBAET... OHU YMUPAIOT, IOTOMY 4TO HE
IIPEICTABISAIOT CO00M MOAXOMSIIYI0 CMEeCh HU OHOTO U3 Hac. f1 He MOT'y CIIacTH UX, He... He CO3[IaB
Yero-To HeeCTeCTBEHHOI 0.

«HeecTeCcTBEHHOT0?»
«[a, 4T0-TO, 4TO OOJIBIIIE ITOX0KE Ha (beIO, 4YeM Ha YeJIOBEKa».

"Ou?" OHa He COBCeM MTOHMMaNa, IouyeMy 3To I10x0. OHa npoxuna ¢ E 00JblIyio 4acTh CBOeU
JKU3HY, a 3aTeM C [IKUHOM, U Tellepb y Hee OblIK CBIHOBBS. Ee ManeHbKas ceMbsl Bcerga Onlia
CTPaHHOH, [109TOMY f00aBjleHNe CTPAHHOCTe! He UMeJI0 HUKaKoro 3HaueHus. ViMeHHO 103TOMy
MEICJIb O TOM, YTO OHU — IIOJIyTOPHEIE IyXU, ee COBCeM He OeCIOKOmIa.

"Kak 00BACHUTE...?" — MpoOOpPMOTa OH, IpeX/e YeM IIPOAOIKUTE. «B 3T0... MOXKET MoKa3aTbCs
TPYOHBIM ITOBEPUTH, HO KOTHA-TO 51 OBIJT YUCTHIM, JOOPEIM TyXOM rophl. HemopouHslit u Mynpsiii. Ho
[axe f... IOCMOTPUTE, 4TO Ipou3onuio? [Jaxe He uMes CKJIOHHOCTH K 3TOU3MY, BUOUIID, KaKUM
TJIYIIBIM U KaOHEIM 5 cTal? A Tellepb IPeACcTaBbTe, Kak 110 CBOeH NpUpofe BefeT ce0s YesloBex,
HaIOJIHEHHBIY XKeJIaHUSIMU MUpa C MOMEHTa CBOEr'0 POXKAEHUS, UMEIOLINY BCIO CUIIy TOPH Ha
KOHYMKaX CBOUX IaJIbLIEB, HEe UMesl He0OXOMUMOCTH ee 3apabaThiBaTh.



OH 06eCIIOKOEHHO TOTEP 3aThUIOK. «OIMHOT0 TaKOro peOeHKa S MOT Obl YYUTh ¥ AUCIUIIINHAPOBATS.
4 mor 6bI gepKaTh ero B y3ne. Ho gBa unmu 6onbine? Boxe, mOMOTY MHe, eciiu OBl OHU ObLIN
6nmu3nenamu! 4 6b11 OBl TeperpyxkeH. OHU CTaHYT MOHCTpaMu, OeICTBUSIMHU, U HUKTO HE CMOXKET UX
cmepxath. OHU ObUTK OBl TOX0XKY Ha [[bSIBOJIOB, 0 KOTOPHIX TOBOPUJIOCH B PEJIUTUO3HEIX TEKCTAX,
HaIKMCaHHBIX TI0ObMU. W g He MOTy Tak pucKoBaTh. He Torma, Korga sTo MOXeT 03Ha4aTh
YHUYTOXKeHUe Te0s U Mupa, KOTOPHIM TeOs co3nar.

Korga oH 00BSICHSI, €e T1a3a OKPYTJIUIIUCH.
«Heyxenu 370 Tak OIIaCHO?»
«JTO OEeHCTBUTENBLHO TaK OIIaCHO».

— Torpa st He 6ymy mpocuTh Tebs CoenaTh YTO-TO OMAcHOe, YTOOBI CITAaCTH UX. IB, XOTh 5 U X0UY,
yTOOBI OHU XKHUJIH, 5T HEe X04Y, YTOOH! OHH... IPEBPATUIUCh B MOHCTPOB. OHa HaXMypHUJIacCh, a 3aTeM C
HaOeXkI0¥ MOCMOTPesIa Ha Hero. — ThH CKa3all, YTO CMOXKEIITh CIIPABUThCS XOTS OBl C OMHUM?

OH nokocHuJICd Ha Hee. «f yKe uMel0 AeJio C OGHUM».
«Ax...» OHa Ha MTHOBEHHUE [I0CMOTpeia BHU3, a 3aTeM noHsna. «Ilaub Xyau».
OH cnerka KMBHYIIL.

— ...TaK BOT [I0YEeMY OH TaK II0X0XK Ha TeObs.

«9H. Bo MHOTHUX OTHOIIIEHUSIX>.

«OH XOpOINY Malb4YuK».

— [ToToMy 4TO OH NMIOOUT TEOS.

— ThI Xouemls cKa3aTh, YTO eciIu OBl OH He...?

«OH ObII OBI IIOYTH TAaKUM K€, KaK ObSIBOJI».

«3TO... 1 B 3TO HE BEPIO».

OH KOCHYJICS ee IIeKU ThIIbHOM CTOPOHOM TaibIleB.

«Bce B mopsifke, eCu THI 3TOTO He Celaellsb, HO TOBePh MHE, KOT/ia 5 TOBOPIO, YTO OH MOXKET OLITh
eMUHCTBEHHEIM>.

Ona rpyCTHO KMBHYJIA.

— Mpoii, morigeM goMmou. [[KMH pacKphll PyKH, ¥ OHa HUCIBITYIOIIE ITIOCMOTpeia eMY B JIUII0. ITO OBIIO
nuio MMmeparopa... Kak ouens ctpanHo! CKOIBKO JIET OHA ITpOBesia B 071arOrOBEMHOM CTpaxe Mepef
3TUM 4eJioBeKOoM? Celuac 3TO Ka3aJioCh TaKUM TJIYIIBIM.

"Yr0?" — CIIPOCUJI OH C TPEBOTOM, ITOKAa OHA IIPO0JIKala CMOTPETh, ero PYKHU BCe ellle HeJIOBKO
PaCKpPHITH ¥ KAYT. ['maza Ma# Xya mpeBpaTUINCh B TOYMECSIIH, KOTOa OHa 3acMesijiach ¥ BOIIIA B
ero 00bATHUS. «Y MEHS TaKOe CMeIIHOe JIUI0?»

Kpenko o0HSIB €T0, YTKHYBIIUCE JIUIIOM B €TI0 I'PY[b, OHA OTBeTUJIA: «HeT, HET... Ha CAaMOM [IeJie ThI
O4YeHb KPaCUBBIU».



«XM... 9 3HAWO».

OHa 37100HO yIIXIIHY/a €T0 3a CIUHY.

«Jlonr, ponxkok! 2KeHIHAa, TH IIepBas 3TO CKa3ana!

«Jlaxxe UMIIEPaTOp OOJIKEH OBITh CKPDOMHEIM».

Ou nmpo6opMoTas, HagyBUIUCh: «...Thl TaKas Kalpu3Hasi, Korga OepeMeHHa».
"...9TO0 9TO OBIIO?"

«Ax. { HU4Yero He cKa3an”?

"TBI coemnain."

"He!"

— Pa3Be TH TONBKO YTO HE CKa3asl, 4To He Oymelrs MHe BpaTh? Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa yUIUIIHYIa ero
00erMu pyKaMu.

I>KWH TYT XKe OTIIYCTUII ee, CIeTKa MPHUIIIIchiBasg OoT 0oy B ciuHe. OH cripocu’ ee: «IloueMy s?»
[TocMoTpH, IIpexae 4yeM KUCJIO0 CKa3aTh: «['opHBEIY LIBETOK, He pearupy CIUIIKOM OCTpPO...»

OHa cxkana pyKy B KyJlaK ¥ 1norpo3uia eMmy. «KTo cnumkom 6ypHO pearupyer?!»
"HuxkTto! He THI, onpenesieHHo!» Ero MUII0 MOKPHITIOCH JIETKUM ITOTOM, OH Cpa3y IOHSJT CBOIO OLINOKY.

"910 BepHO!" OHa Opocuiack Bepes u rpy00 CXBaTUIA €T0, B KOHEYHOM UTOT'e CXBAaTHUB €ro 3a
rosioBy. [Tocrie HeCKOIbKUX MUHYT OOpbOBI OH CHAJICS, €T0 PYKH BSJIO CBHCAIH 10f CO60M, BOJTOCH
ovu B Oecniopsiake. OHa MOOHsIa €Tro 3aKPHITOe IO K cebe U moIesioBaa B 1meky. Omapus ero
030pHO# yIEIOKOM, OHa cKa3asa: «Kak TH ¥ cKa3aJl, IoNAeM HOMOM».
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