— He BonuyiiTecs, 51 He Gyay BacC eCTh.

¢ TPOUTHOPUPOBAJ JTIOMIeH, YaCTh U3 KOTOPHIX y2Ke He MOTJIa JBUTAThCS OT CTpaxa, a Apyras
cracajach 6eTCTBOM Ha MaKCHMAJIbHOM CKOPOCTH, ¥ CIIeTKa MOAMPHITHYI BBEPX. M0OE Terno
BOCIIAPHUIIO B BO3YX, ¥ MHE OTKPHIJICS TaHOPAMHBIM BUM Ha TOPOX C BLICOTH TPETHETO 3TaxXKa.

Kax u nimaHMpoBasock, 0Tpsig 060pOTHEH OKpyxku ocobHsAK HamecTHuKa. Ero 3amummarno HECKOJIBKO
CTPaXKHWKOB, HO UX COIIPOTHUBIIEHNE BBITTISIEIIO KAaJKO.

— XOTh 51 CKa3all UM CepKUBATLCS U He YOUBaTh, HO BCE K€ COMHEBAIOCh B MX CITIOCOGHOCTH
KOHTPOJIMPOBATH CeOSl...

Cuny u 60eBo¥ nyx 000POTHS 0YEHb TPYHOHO CAEPKUBATS.

4 mpo6ekacs 1Mo MpUIeraiouM KPHIaM ¥ CIIPRITHYIT BHU3, TPU3EMIIUBIINCE IIPSIMO TIepef
ocobuskoM HamecTHUKA.

W B caMbIll HEIOOXOOSAIINY MOMEHT K CTPaXKHUKAM BAPYT IPUOBITIO OJKPEIIIEHKE.
— 3amututh HamecTHuKa!

— B araky!

[IaTepo CTPazKHUKOB HAJIETEIN Ha MEHs c3aau, 00HAXKHUB MEYH.

[TocaB mepBOTO B MOJIET YAAPOM HOTH, 5T Pa3BEPHYJICS ¥ 3a6JI0KMPOBAJl MEY BTOPOTO PYKOM, IIOMYTHO
noMast ero. [T0CKOIbKY yoaphl KOTTSIMH, HECOMHEHHO, MOTYT JIMIIKATE MX XKU3HHU, ST JIWIIh CIIeTKa
TIMHAJ UX B HaTPYOHUKH.

— Vax-x...

Ou, He yepecuyp nu? CoepKUBaTLCSA 0Ka3a0Ch CJIOXKHee, 4yeM g aymal. Hy, pas yX ¢ 9TUM HUUYETr0
He T0fie/laTh, HY2KHO IIOBAJIUTh OCTABIIMXCS TPOUX YOapOM HOTHU. § yCHBIIIa TPeCK UX KOCTeH, HO
9TO JIETKO U3JIEYUThH C IIOMOIIIbIO MAaTKH.

[Toka 51 BCE 3TO 00IyMBIBaJI, MSITEPO CTPAXKHUKOB yKe JiexKanu 6e3 CO3HaHUs BOKPYT MEHSI.

— 41 oCcMOTpIO BaIllM PaHHI T032Ke, a II0Ka IIPOCTO II0JIeXKNUTE, — OPOCUB 3TO HAIIOCIEMOK, S BIOMUIICS
B 0CO0HSIK HaMecTHMKaA Yepe3 OKHO BTOPOTO 9TaxKa.

Pa3buToe CTEeKJI0 0Ka3aloCh y2KAaCHOT0 Ka4eCTBa, B MOEH IIPOIIION XKU3HU TAKOT0 faxke He
M3roTOBUJIK OBl. Majo Toro, 4To ero TOoJIIHa Obljla HepaBHOMEPHOM, OHO elllé OBIII0 y2KacHO
MYTHBIM, C OONTBLUINM KOJIMYECTBOM ITy3bIPKOB U ITPUMECEH.

U mycTb cTOMMOCTE TORKO0OHOT0 OblJIa SKBUBAJIEHTHA MECTYHOMY [OXOMY I'PaXkIaHUHA BHICIIETO
COCJIOBHS B 3TOM Mupe, g 6e3 KonebaHuii pa3busl 0KHO 1 poOpasics BO BHYTPb.

KomHaTa, B KOTOPOU 5 OUyTHIICS, TIpeficTaBsina u3 cebs kabunetr HamecTHUKa. Ty nHDOPMALXIO
MHe ITPeIoCTaBUIN 3apaHee.

Y kak s gyman, HaMmecTHUK OB 30€Ch.

— KT0 THI?!



Ha MeHs cMOTpesia XeHIIrHa JIeT JBAAIaTH, OfeTas BO YTO-TO II0X0XkKee Ha KOCTIOM, KOTOPEIe
HOCHJIA MYXKUYMHEI 671aTOPOTHOT0 cOocyioBus. Ho 9To eImé He BCE, B HOXKHAX Ha ee MosCe BUCesa
calJd.

OcMOTpeB KOMHATY, 1 He 00HapyKUJI IOCTOPOHHET0 MPUCYTCTBUS. Moii cryx U 000HSIHUE JIUIIb
TIOOTBEPAUIIU 3TO, XOTSI CHapyKU KOMHATHI OBUIM MPU3HAKU KOT'0-TO U3 000POTHEN.

qa OCTOPO2KHO ITOKJIOHHUJICA HamecTHulle, B Hagexae, 4To He 6yx[y BEITJIAOETH T'JIYIIO.

— 4 apgpioTaHT KOMaHaywoiero Tpetben [luBu3uu Apmuu [lemoHOoB - Baupr. [Ipennomnarato, Bei -
HamecTtHuna Ainusa?

— BepHo...

JIutio Aiinuu noGmegHeno, OMHAKO OHAa Bce Xe KuBHYya. Ee TyOrl IpoXKany U, 0X0xXKe, OHa Ohlla He B
CHJIaX BEIMOJIBUTD 0OOJIbIlIe HU CJIOBA.

Xots HamecTHuna 1 He poBHs MMnepaTopy, OHa BIOJIHe Ha YPOBHEe KoOMaHAymoero. 1o kpaunen
Mepe, IyMalo, OHa JIy4llle MeHs IIOOXOOUT Ha 3Ty POJIb.

E1ie BHa4ase moaroTOBKU ornepanuu 1 OTHEC €€ B CIIMCOK BPAroB, KOTOPEIX S YBaXKalO, TaK 4YTO
cerlyac ¢ Moeu CTOPOHEI HAIIl PAa3Tr0BOD ILIes CIIOKOMHO U YBEPEHHO.

— Harma apmus B3siy1a oA KOHTPOJIb BeCch Bepxuuit ProH. JTro60e conpoTuBieHrne 6€CCMEICIIEHHO.
[To3TOMY 5 0KHAI0 OT BaC KAlUTYIISINH.

— Hukorga! — 3aKpHuvajia nmobnenHeBas HamecTHUIIa ¥ cxKalla KyJIaK. 3mecs oHa IIpencTaBIIdeT
coboi OJOBEPEHHOT'O Ha BBEICOKYIO JOJI2KHOCTE Y€JIOBEKa, OHA HE CO6I/IpaeTCi{ IMOOYHNHATHCA.

— BepxHuii P1oH - cTpaTerudeckas To4Ka Halllero anbsiHca! 3To HeBo3MOxkHO! [la 4TOOH OH
IIONYUHUJICSA KOMY-TO BpOfe IocienoBaresuei Bragsiky [1eMOHOB...

[TeITasich 3aCTaBUTh €€ 3aMOJTYaTh, S PEIUU JeiCTBOBATh I'Py0o.
— B takoMm cnydae - ympu! — BEITYCTUB KIIHIKH, S 3TI06HO TOCMOTPETT Ha HEE.
Kak u mpepmonaranock, 0Ha OKaMeHesla 0T cTpaxa. Bce ee Temo TpsCIoCk.

9T0 OBITO 0KUAAEMO — Tepef Hel HaXOOuiIcs 000p0OTeHb, MOHCTP, BCKPHIBAOIIME CBOUMHU KOT'TSIMU
TSIKEJIbIe MOCIIeXY ¥ PA3BUBAIOIINN CKOPOCTh HENOCTHUXKUMYIO JTomansiM. He TOT MPOTUBHUK,
KOTOPOMY TaKasi MOJIOfas JIey, KakK AWHsI, CMOXKEeT YTO-TO IIPOTUBOIIOCTABUTE. S CcHemar Iar
BIIepe[, 4TOOk CITPOBOIIUPOBATE €€.

— YT0OHI COXPAHUTh TBOIO YECTh, 5 a0 Tebe MPaBo CPa3UThCSI CO MHOHM OOWH Ha OOMH, M0 KoHIa. Hy
e, 00HaXX¥ CBOU KJIMHOK!

OHa moCIeIIHo YXBAaTHJIACh 34 cabJIi0 Ha Ta/Iuy, HO M3-3a CTpaxXa He MOTI'JIa KPEIIKO OePXKaThb ee. Ee
HEOOCTATOK OIIbITa B CPaXKE€HUHU CTaJl O4YEBHUEH C II€PBOI0 B3rJdaa.

— 4... 4 - npegcTaBuTEeNbHUIIA 3HATHA BTOPOTO Kiacca... HamectHuna Bepxuero PioHa...

Bo3moxkHO, Alinust Ob71a CKOHGYXKeHa, Beb IIepefl TeM, KaK J0CTaTh Med, OHa IIPeCTaBUIIach,



IIOTOMY YTO, €CJIH 5 IPABUJILHO IIOMHIO, 3TO OORIYHO T'OBOPST IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK 00a yYaCTHHKA Ay9JIH
00HAXUIU OPyXKHUE...

qa BEIITYCTHII KOT'TH B CJIETKaA 3aBHIJI. OT HalIPpSA2KEeHHU, 9TO A UCITYCKaAJI, CJIeTKa IIogparunBain CTeKIia,
KaK 6YJITO OOJI2KHEI BOT-BOT TPDECHYTE.

B aToT MOMeHT AUKsT BCKPUKHYJIa ¥, BLIPOHUB CabJIio, MITIOXHYJIAch Ha IIOJ.
— A-a-a!

4 4yTh OBIJIO HE paccMesiyics, BeOb €€ IPOTHBHUKOM OblT 060poTeHb. M Gynb Ha e€ MecTe 5 U3
IIPOLIION JKU3HHU, TOXKE He CMOT HUYero CoeaTh U3-3a CTpaxa.

4 3atux u mopmornen 6nuxke K HamecTHuUIle, paciylacTaBIIeics Ha KOBpe.

— Trl gymaetnrs, 94To cMoria 6bl mo0eguTh 000POTHS Takol cabnei? [laxke eCyy TH U MOOeUIIb
MeHs, TOpOf yXe He cracTu. CraBauTecs!

Avinus npoxXallliMU pyKaMU ITOfHS A cabilio U MOgHeCTIa OCTPOe JIe3BUe K cBoel miee. Ee nuiio
TIOJTHOCTBIO YTPATHUIIO KPACKH, a TYOhI JPOKAIIH.

— B... B TakoMm ciyuae...

— A Hy cTOATH! — 51 OBICTPO MPUOIUIUIICS U BEIOMI calilio U3 e€ PyK - KaKas XkKe OHa CMellTHas. —
HeT HUKakoro cmeicnia B cyuuuge. Jlydine nogymaii rogoBoii!

— lonoBo#? — OHa HEJOYMEHHO IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha MeHs, BRITJISIAEB IIPU 9TOM KakK UONOTKa. [Toxoxe,
caMo ee MEHIIITIEHNE 3aMepJIo U3-3a 1I0Ka.

¢ B3MOXHYTT ¥ IPOIOJIKIII:

— Trl Bemb MOHKMMAEITh, YTO MBI BCET'0 JIUIITL BTOPTJIUCDH B ropof. [Ipu 3ToM He yOUB HU OOHOTO
KUTENs, X0TsI MOTJIX U 3TO chenaTth!.. Th Bedb IIOHMMaeIlb 3T0?

— I-ma, moHKUMa... — OHA KUBHYJIA, CJIOBHO PeOEHOK.
A 51 TeM BpeMeHeM IIPOJOJIKUJI yTOBapuBaTh €€, K1Bas TOJIOBOY B OTBET:

— M=I coOupaeMcs yIIpaBIIsaTh JTIOAbME, HO HUKAK He yOuBaTh U He mopaboimaTs. Ha camoMm merne, MBI
He MPOTUB, YTOOLI OHU 3aHMMAJIMCh TeM Ke, YeM U paHblle. BOT M03TOMY MHI ¥ HYKIaeMCs B
YeJI0Be4YeCKOM nuaepe. Tak mOHATHO?

— OM-M... APYTUMHU CJI0BaMH, 1 OCTaHych HaMecTHuUnen?
— la.
Kak u gyman, Oygyuu HamecTHUIE!, 0HA OBICTPO OCO3HANA, YTO K YEMY.

— [Touemy OwI Tebe He cOaThCs, YTOOL HEe NOMYCTUTHL Xaoc B ropope? Croalicad M COTpyIHUYAH C
Apmuett [1eMOHOB. MBI Jake IOTOBHI IIOMTH Ha YCTYIKH ¥ COTJIACUTHCS C HEKOTOPBIMU TPeOOBaHUSIMU
JIIomen.

A oxupan ee oTBeTa.



Avinus Ka3anach BCTPEBOXKEHHOM, HO BCKOPE B €€ rja3ax [0sBUIach HafleXkaa.
OHa OBICTPO NIPHHSJIA pelIeHHeE.

— Ecnu okaxeTcsi, 4TO BB COJITaH, s IPHU30BY BCeX xkuTesei BepxHero PioHa K 6010 HaCMepTh. Bh
COTJIaCHHL Ha TaKue yCJI0BUA?

— CornaceH. Torma 1o Bone Bragbsiku [IeMOHOB 3TOT FOPOJ IIEPEXOIUT IIOA MOK KOHTPOJIB!

Korpa 51 kuBHYJ, Aiinus BCTaja U BEITIHYJIA PYKY, @ g IPOTSAHYI el cabimio. OHa TOUYTUTENIHHO B3sijIa
calbiio OByMs pyKaMU U TakK JXe IIOYTUTEILHO BEpHYJa e€ MHe.

— 4, Annug Jliotte AtHgopd, HamecTtHuua ropoma Bepxuuid PioH, opuiinanbHO KalUTYIAPYIOCH
nepern Apmuen [leMoHOB. [Iporly BeIMKOAYIIIHOTO OTHOLIEHNUS K HaM.

— ¢ npuHUMalo Bally KaluTyISLUIO.

4 KMBHYJI, ¥ Ha 3TOM 3axBaT ropoga BepxHuu PioH mogoiiesn K KOHIY.
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