9TOT 4enoBeK ObLT TaK MOJOf... MHE C TPyaOM BEPHUJIOCH, YTO OH MOH Tarma.

Orerr... Pa3Be oH He 10X0K 00JIbIIIe HA MOETO cTapinero 6para? Ja, yMeCcTHO OBIIO MTOIaraTh, YTO OH
— Mo cTapinuii 6paT, IPOCTO OH HaMHOTO CTaplile MeHs. Y Hero Oblin ronyoOble ria3a u cepedpsHbie
BOJIOCHI. XOTSI €T0 JIUII0 ¥ BHITJISIAENO YIPoXKalolle, HO yIIbIOKa Ka3anach MHE APYKeT0OHOM.

B 3Ty cekyHIy ero pyka 3aBucja Haf0 MHOH...

«!».

«OH cobupaeTcsl yIapuTb MEH?».

4 pedrnekTopHO 3aKpkina rna3a. Ho 6omu He 6610, CTpax OTCTYIIHI, KO S IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, Kak
KTO-TO MSITKO KOCHYJICSI MOeTo 710a. 1 OTKphIIa ria3a. MyXK4uHa YIBIOHYICS, ¥ MHE ITO0Ka3ajI0Ch, UTO
ero yneibKa CUsIeT CJIOBHO YTPEHHSIS 3Be3[a.

— OHa Befib MOSI I0Yb, HEYKENIH OHa ellle He Y3HAEeT MEHS?

Ve 3HakOoMas MHe XeHIMMHA, 0Ka3aBIIascs Moel cCOOCTBEHHOU HAHEH, OTBETHIA:

— [lla, Bame BenuuyecTBo, MpUHIIECCA €1lle 0YeHb Mara.

[ToBemeHue OTIIA CUJIBHO OTIMYAIOCh OT MOMX OXMAaHuK. HaBepHoe, s YMTaja CIUIIKOM MHOTO
npaM... OOBIYHO B MOOOOHEIX HCTOPUSIX OTEI] HeHAaBHUIE I CBOIO MOYh U IIPH BCTPede C Hel Bcerga
HallOMUHA:

— U3-3a Te6s ymepia Mosi KeHa!

W cTaHOBUIICS XOIOOHBIM 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K pe6eHKy.

Ho TyT BCce OBITIO TO-APYyTroMy.

Tem BpeMeHEM PYKd MY2KYHWHBEI HEMHOT'O 3aMeJINIIaCh.

— Ecnu 0n1 CuanHa Oblla XKuBa, OHa Oblyia OBl OYEeHEL CYaCT/IUBA..

— Bamre BennuecTso...

Us YCIIBIIIaHHOI'O OT MO€ETr0 OTIla M HAHM, A COeJiajia BEIBOM, YTO CuaHHa — 9TO MOS MaMa. MY}K‘-II/IHa
IIPUCTAJIbHO CMOTPEJI Ha MEeH, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH BUJUT BO MHE €€.



— MBoii6m, 5 cuesao Bce, YTOOH 3alUTUTh Te0s, o0elnaio! — IEMHYI OH U eT0 MajbIlbl KOCHYIUCH
MOeH JTaJloHH.

4 cxana ero majern CBOeX MaJIeHbKOU IMYXJIEHBKOU PYUYKOU. ITO IIPOCTOU pedieKC Kakgoro
pebenka! M3BecTHO, 4TO MyIafeHIb pedIeKTOPHO XBaTalOTCS 3a BCe, UTO KaCaeTCs UX UJU
OKa3BIBAETCS PSALOM...

Ho moyeMy 3TOT 4esoBeK, Ha3bIBaloOIIui ce0s OTI[OM, TaK PafioCTHO yiIbi0aeTcs?

— Kakas e Tl MUIAllKa.

MyxurHa 671a2K€HHO yNIBIOHYIICS, IS Ha CBOM CXBaueHHBIN Iasel]. Ero nuiio cBeTUIOCh CYaCTLEM,
HO $1 YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO €My HEMHOI'O T'PYCTHO.

Heykenu 3T0 ¥ €CTh TO, YTO HA3HIBAIOT POAUTENIBCKOM JTI0O0BBIO?

Moii oTel] TIoLIe/IOBaJl MEHS, TIOTOMY 4YTO OB paf MeHs BuAeTh. OH MPOSIBUI KO MHE JTI0O0Bb?

Heyxemnu 370 TO, 0 4eM 4 Tak faBHO MedTana?!

Hert! 4 npocTo Obiyia MOTpsiCEHa OTHOIIIEHHWEM 3TOT0 YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIM 3a00Tuiics 060 MHe.

¢l MOMHIO CJ10Ba, KOTOPEIE CKa3aja IMepef CMePThIO:

— MHe 3T0 He HYyXKHO.

OTo He s Takas, 3TO caMa KU3Hb — yzKaCHAs IITYKa.

II71st MeHsI TaKoe OTPOMHOE KOJTMYEeCTBO BHUMaHUs OBIIIO TSXKeNIsIM OpeMeHeM. ¢ Oblla eIMHCTBEHHOH
XPYTIKOM NOYephio, Ha KOTOPYIO MOl OTell HalpaBisij BCIO CBOIO /TI000Bh U BHUMaHue. Ho moBepmenue
YyeJI0BeKa MOXKET U3MEeHHUThCS HeOXKHUIAHHO U He3aMeTHO, a MOs XKKM3Hb HUKOTIa eIre He OblIa Tak
IIpeKpacHa, ¥ II03TOMY 51 00s/1ach, YTO OMHAXKIBI 9TO 3aKOHYUTCS, ¥ MEHS CHOBA IpenamyT. A
HUKOTA He OXKK[ajla YTO IIOYYBCTBYIO JTI000Bb K CeMbe. f mymasa, 3TO He OJIsT MeHsI.

— JI2KoyJ1, MOsl MaJieHbKas [XKOyIl.

Moit oTeir... f X0OpoIIo TOMHIO 9TH CJIagKKe BOCIIOMMHAHHS, KAaK OH I[eJI0BaJl MEHS B IIEKY, IIOTOMY
yT0 mI06un1. Ho BCKOpe OH U3MEHUICS.



Brimo Obl mTyuiiie, eciu OBl 9TOT CeIOBNIACHA MyKUYHHa He M00UIT MeHs C CaMOor0 Havajia, He JaBal
MHE JIOXKHYIO Hafexkay.

XoTs Ob1I0 OBI HEITPaBOM CKa3aTh, YTO MOM COMHEHUS He OBIIU MTOK0JIe0IeHbl aOCOMI0THOM TI000BhI0
1 106POTOM 3TOTrO YesoBeKa. I103TOMy s IOTMbITaNach BCIIOMHUTE 00ellaHue, KOTOpPOoe fasa cebe...

«Borblle MHE 3TO He HyKHO».

,E[a, TaK 4YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 MHE He CTOUT HaJdesaAThbCs. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, JIy4liie KUTh B ODUHOYECTBE, 4eEM
BO3JIaTrdaTh HAAEXKObI Ha APYTUX U XKUTH B HUIIIETE.

ok

Y umnepaTopa Benukoi umnepun — dcrebana Huc Spmano, 661710 oBE MPOOIEMEl, KOTOPBIE MyYUITH
ero B mmocyiefHee BpeMsi. [lepBasi — Kak 60pOThCs € 3anoxHuKamu [labnyuHa, 3aXBaYye€HHBIMU BO
BpeMs IPOTUBOCTOSIHUS Ha IPaHUIlaX UMIIEPUY, ¥ BTOpas — ero fo4b M6, KoTopoi OBLIO 0KOJI0
Mecsuna.

SctebaH penini II0Ka OCTaBUTh B CTOPOHE CUTYALXUIO C 3aJIOZKHUKAMH.

— B moboMm cnyyae, ceiiyac HeT HUUEro BaxkKHee, 4eM Mosi Maii6j1, — IIpOoroBOPHUII KUMIIEPaTOoP.

[TpuuyuHOM TAKOTO PeleHus ObUIH CBSAIIEHHUKY, O0BIINMY IPYIIIaMU IPUXOAsIIe Bo aBopel. OHU
CYUTaNH, 4To Ma#b1 — moyb OOT0B, ¥ UM HYZKHO OTBE3TH €€ B CBSIIEHHYIO cToNnuily AGenapao, mabsr
BOCIIMTAThH ee Kak romobaer.

CBSIIIeHHUKA TOBOPHUJIKM O BUOEHNH, IIPOPOYECTBE, KOTOPOE OHU Y3PEJIK B IE€Hb POXKIOEHUA Mbsii6m, u
HCIIOJIb30BaAJIk 3TOT (l)aKT KadK OIIpaBOdaHHE€ CBOEIr0O HaMEPEHHNI.

— Bupenwue... Yymb Kakasi! — 9crebaH CTUCHYIT 3yOHL.

Benukas umnepus OpMaHo Oblyia pacrnosnoxeHa Ha [lanbHeM BocToke. B neHb poxpeHnus Maibin Hap
[IBOPIIOM yIapuyia MOJHUS, 9TO 3Hanu Bce. [laxke OcTtebaH, KOTOPHIM KPEIIKO AepKall PYKY KOPOJEeBEI
CuaHHBI BO BpeMs POLOB, CIIBIIIA IPOXOT OT yAapa MOJIHUU. XOTS CIYT¥ B ONUH I'0JIOC YTBEPKOATH,
YTO C IPUHIIECCOU BCe B IIOPSAIKE, BCe K€ eTr0 PafloCcTh Oblla HECKOJIBKO OMpadeHa TPEBOTOH, a IIOTOM
M BHE3AIIHBIM TOPEM.

[Tocne Tparuyeckou cMepTu CHaHHEI IPOIIIO ABe Hemenu. Ee cimaboe mociie pogoB TeNo Tak U He
CMOTJIO oTipaBUThLCA. Ee yxon OBI IIOKOM [J151 Hero, ¥ moaToMy M»ii6i, ero mobumas foyb, oxXoxKas
Ha CBOIO MaTh, CTaJa [JIs Hero 0COOEHHBIM YeJIoOBeKOM. M3ii6y1 Oblyia MocIeqHuM nogapkoM CHaHHHL.

Bripazxenue numa dcrebaHa ObII0 pe3KUM U KeCTOKUM. OH ITPOKUTA B3TJISIIOM JIeKallee mepern



HUM IIMCHMO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH pa30pBal €ro Ha MaJIeHbKHEe KyCOYKH M KHUHYJI B KaMHUH.

— AX... — BOCKJIUKHYIJI CJIyTra, CJIEOUBILNUM 3a €r0 JeUCTBUSIMU. 3aTeM OH IIPOCTOHAJ ¥ 3aKPhUI JIULIO
OBYMSI pyYKaMH.

WMnepaTop OBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEN HA CBOETO CIIYTY:

— Ckaxu UM, 4TO MBI OTKa3kIBaeMCs. OTO MOe OKOHYATEJIbHOe penienune, — ero CioBa OBLIH
XOJIOOHBIMH U ITPOH3UTEJIbHBEIMHU.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTtso...

OScTebaH MIaHUPOBAJ IOJTHOCTHI0 UTHOPUPOBATH MTPOCHOHI CBSLIEHHUKOB, HO OH He OBbIJT YBEPEH, UTO
CMOXKeT IpoaepKaThCs moiro. OH OBITT YBepeH, YTO CBATAas CTONMHIIA OyIeT IOCTOSHHO OTIPABIATh
€My IIOCJIaHus, ITI0Ka OH He CHACTCH.

B TekcTe mocnaHus yTBEPKAANIOCh, YTO, IOCKOJIbKY y Benukoi uMnepun SpMaHO yKe ObLT IPUHII
Ockap, y Maii611 Ob110 MajIo IIaHCOB 3aHATh TPOH U CTaTh KOPOJIeBoH. [103TOMy JTOTHYHO, YTOOH OHA
BLIPOCJIa B CBATOY CTOJIULIE.

B mo6oM criydae, 9cTebaH HOKEeH HalTh CII0Cco0 OCTAaHOBUTH IMOCTOSHHYIO HAaCTOMYMBOCTh
IYXOBEHCTBA U3 CBSITOM CTOJIHUIIE, KOTOPOE XOTEJ0 3a0paTh Y HET'0 €QUHCTBEHHYIO JOYb.

— K uepry Xkper1os!

9creban pBai ouepengHoe MMMuCbMO, KOra ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO 3d ABEPLIO KTO-TO IIPAYETCA. OH nopHsan
T'Jla3a U COejiall 3HakK CJIyre, CTOSABIHIEMY PAOOM.

Cnyra OBICTPO OTKPHIT ABEPE.

— Ax! ... — Ilocnpimancs TUXUM BCKPUK.
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