— B uem genmo? Mnu y Te6s1 Toxke, KaK ¥ y MEHS IIJIOX0 CO CIyXOM? XOTSI HET, 9TO JOJIXKHO OBITS,
HeZopasyMeHMe, KaK U TO, YTO S OAyMaJl, YTO CJI0Ba «0oraThlil 3acpaHel» OTHOCSATCS KO MHE.

— B-Baiie BenuuecTso...

I'naps Ha To, Kak Cepek 3acKpurien 3ybaMu, s He CMOTJIa YOepzKaThCs OT cMeXa. Y Hero OblT TaKou
TJIYIIbIH BHI, UTO OH Jaxke He CMOT IIpUOyMaTh cebe ompaBoaHus mepen UMIepaToOpoM, KOTOPHIH,
MOJIKHO OBITH, BCIO KHM3Hb UMEJI JIeJI0 C Pa3HOI0 pofia IMOTUTUKaHAMU.

WmnepaTop BOPYT MOBEPHYJICS, 0CIabuB XBaTKy Ha MoeM Iiede. OH BHITJISIZIEN BIIOJIHE XOPOIIIO, ¥ Ha
ero pykax s He 3aMeTuJia HUKaKuX CJIe[0B YBeunii, TIOCKOIbKY CETOHS Ha HeM OBUIO OfessHUE C
0C0OeHHO ITUHHBIMU pyKaBaMu. TeM He MeHee, 51 C HEKOTOPHIM 3alo3aHueM MOHTa, YTO OH,
TI0X02Ke, BCe ellle IIbIJIaeT, CyAs 0 03HOO0Y, KOTOPHIH IIPOHECCS 10 MOeMy TeJly, KOrfa oH yopasl pyKy
C MOETO TIIeYa.

B cnemmke st 6pocuita 6ersbii B3 Ha Cepeka U IOCenoBaia 3a UMIIEPATOPOM K BHIXOTY.

10. CekpeTaps nMIepaTopa

BHIT0 0YEeBUIHO, UTO X035UH XapueBHY ORI 00€CKypaXkeH BU3UTOM UMIIEpaTOpa B ero CKPOMHOE
3aBefeHre. OH HUKaK He MOT IIePecTaTh KJIaHAThCS, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Jake IIPOBOIUI HaC U3
CBOETO TPAKTHpPa, OTKPEIB ITepel HaMu OBephb. Korga cTpaxka BCTasa mo 60KaM OT MeHs, Bunuyc
HAIIPABUJICS K KapeTe, Ha KOTOPOU MBI HOOpaiuch CIOfa, a 1 TeM BpeMeHeM 3a0bpaiach B 9KHIIaxK
UMIepaTopa.

HaxomuThCs HaeOuHE C HUM B OOHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE MHe BCerja OBIJI0 HECKOJIBKO HEJIOBKO, HO B
KaKOM-TO CMBICJIE, 3TO BCe XkKe Oblla TPUBUIIETHS - exaTh 60K 0 60K C caMuM UMIepaTopoM. Korpa Mer
TIOMOITH K TIOBO3KE, HAaXOMSICh B COIPOBOXKIEHUH PHIIAPEH, S OTJITHYIaCh Ha3ap U T0OYyBCTBOBAIa
ce6s1 HEMHOT 0 JIy4lre, yBuaeB, 9T0 Cepek CMOTPUT B HaM BCJIE...

Cups Ha MIEeIKOBOM Kpeciie MIBIIITHON HMHepCKOfI KapPeTHI, 51 B3TJIAHYJId Ha UMIIEPATOPA, KOTOprfI cell
HaIIPOTUB MEHA B 3aAyMYUBO IIPUHAJICA JINCTATh KaKNe-TO JOKYMEHTHI.

OH mepxkarcs 6oyiee 0OTCTpPAaHEHHO, YeM npexae. Hamm cugeHbs pacrojiaraauch 0 JUaroHaiy, Ha
MaKCHMAaJIbHOM PACCTOSHUY APYT OT ApyTa.

— Bl B mopsgke?

— [a.



— 3ayeM BBl IPUIIUIN 3a MHOU? MHe He 10oTpe6oBasiock 661 MHOTO BPEMEHH.

I/IMHepaTop, B3TJIAHYJI Ha MEHS ITOBEPX CBOUX GYMal" 1 CHOBa OIIYCTHII I'Jia3a.

— ToI oropuuIach MOEMYy IIPUXOMY?

— Her, BoBCe HeT... MHe XKaJb, YTO BaM [OBEJIOCh IIPUCYTCTBOBATH IIPX 3TOU CLIEHE.

— 4 Bce PaBHO IIPO€32KaJl MUMO, K TOMY XK€, 1 HUKAK He MOT YIIYCTUTh BO3MO2XKHOCTBb HOO6I.T.IaTBCH C
9THM Y€EJIOBEKOM.

TpynHO OBIJIO OrafgaThCsl, YTO OH Ha CaMOM fieJie YyBCTBYET 13-3a ero 00bIJeHHOT0 0€CCTPaCTHOTO
TOHA.

«OH TOBOPUT NOJ00HbIE BEIM TaK HEIIPUHYXKIEHHO, ellle ¥ IOMyTHO JTUCTas HOKyMeHTH. Kak BooOiie
ero moHuMarth? OH 3TO BCEPHE3 TOBOPUT UIIM HET?»

[Touemy OH cen Tak fganeko? { Bedb Tak UM WHa4Ye HE CMOTY OCMOTPETH €T0 CIIMHY Ha IIpeIMeT
no6ouHbIX 3¢derToB Maruu. Kakos ynpsimer.

Kaxppiii 13 Hac IOTPY3UJICS B CBOM MBIC/IM, ¥ MBI IIpO€XajIy BeCh IIyTh 40 ABOpPLA B IOJIHENUIIEeN
THIIUHE.

[To Bo3BpallleHUH BO OBOPEI, 51 Cpa3y ke HalpaBuaach B KaOWHET K JefCTBYIOLIEMY CEKpeTapio, Tae
OH [IOJIOKUJI MHE O CEeTOHSAIIHUX COOBRITUAX, BKpPaTIle paccKa3aB O TOM, YTO MHe HY2KHO 3HATh O
KOPOJIEBCKOU CeMbe. B KOHIIE CBOETO IOK/Iafa OH YIIOMSHYJI OTCTABKY I'JlaBbl aIMUHUCTPALIUH.

— l'oBopure... OH Iofas B OTCTaBKYy?

— lla, oH CTapine MEeHs, ¥ IaXKe CIIyZKUJI €llle IIPEKHEMY UMIIePaTOoPy. On IIPpEeKpPaCHO CIIPABJIAJICA C
BO3JI0KEHHLIMH Ha HEro 00sI3aHHOCTSIMH.

— ...0H OBL1 HOOP KO MHE.

— Ila, OH - XOpoLIXi YenoBek. [lyMalo, ceddyac BaM CTOUT MOUTU OTHOXHYTh.

— IToxarmyii, BBl IPaBHI.

— O, 3a6b11 cKa3aTh. Ceivyac HAcTymaeT ce30H 00pe3Ku CafioB, TO3TOMY HaM [Jist PAOOTHI HYKHO
HAHATL OOJIBIIIE JIIOLEH. ..



HoBocTh 00 0TCTaBKe T'JIaBBI AIMUHHUCTPAIINU UMIIEepaTOopa OblyTa CKa3aHa, Kak Okl HeB3HA4al,
CJIOBHO COBCEM HHMYET0 HE 3HA4YHUJId, HO YCJIbIIIIAaB 00 9TOM, MO€ cepAue CTajio OUTLCS 6bICTpee.

Heyxenu oH ¥ BIIpaBAy IOJaJl B OTCTABKY ¥ IIPOBEMIET OCTATOK KU3HU, CIIOKOMHO [I0KKBas €ero
moma’?

Her, g Tak He mymato. ETo yxop OB CITUIIIKOM HEOXUIAHHBIM.

¢ He BuHHIIA ce0s 3a CKa3aHHLIE MHOM CJIOBA, TaK Kak Oblja abCOIIOTHO yYB€pPEHa, 9TO 3TO OH
OTYHUTEIBAJICA BJZ[OBCTBYIOH.IefI HMIIEpaTpuIe B TOT BEYED.

STOT YeNloBeK MPUCSATHYJ Ha BEPHOCTb UMIIEPATOPY, TaK ITOYEMY K€ OH OTBEPHYJICS OT HET0?
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