— Baire BenmuyecTBo, KOTOPOMY MHE ellle TPeOCcTOUT OQUIIMaIbHO CTyKUTh B KAUeCTBe
OTYMHEHHOM, BEPOSITHO, IIEPEeXKUIT MHOKECTBO JIOBYIIIEK U IIPeOaTeIbCTB II0CJIe CMEPTH CBOETO
0T1a, OBIBIIETO UMIIepaTOpa. MoXkeT ObITh, UMEHHO ITIOTOMY, YTO YV MEHSI HEeT HUKAKOU CBSI3U C
ceMbel, s 4yBCTBYIO ce0st 60ee KOMGPOPTHO, KOTMla OCTAIOCh HaeduHe C BaMU. & He TOPXKYCh 3TUM,
HO s OBla IpofiaHa paboTOProBIly, KaK KyCOK Msca U JIUIIL C TPYAOM CIlacjach C Balllel ITOMOIIbIO.

4 B3T/ISIHYJIAa Ha €ro C TEeIJIoN yIbIOKOM.

— Taxk uTo, 1 He CIIOKOIHA, Balie BenuuecTso.

— Torga uTo ¢ To6OM TPOUCXOTUT?

— CKonbKoO OBl 1 HU CKUTalach 10 TOJBOPOTHSIM IO TOTO KakK BCTPETHUIA BaC, 1 YETKO YMeI0
paccTaBIiaTh CBOU IPUOPUTETH. MO IPUOPUTET - OAUYUHATHCS BoJie Baltero BenuuecTtBa, KOTOPHIT
BEJIMKOIYIIHO COTJIaCUJICS Ha3HAUUTh MeHs Ha TaKOU BLICOKUU IIOCT. MHe HYKHO BEIICHUTD, B YeM
meno, 4ToOkl s1 MOTJIa JIy4llle CNTyKUTh BameMmy BenuuecTsy.

WMnepaTop yCMeXHyICS Ha MOY CJIOBa.

— A THI OEWCTBUTENILHO 3HaEIllb, KaK HY2KHO pa3roBapuBaTh C KOPOJIEBCKOM 0COGO.

9T0 He OBIJIO OTKPOBEHHOM JIECTHIO.

Ha camowm [fene, He ©MeJI0 3HAYEHUS, YTO OH 060 MHE ayMaril.

Iaxe 5, POXOeHHasda C HUSKHMM COIHAILHBEIM CTAaTyCOM, HE Bedarollasd O IIOHATUN 6H8.T0pOJIH01"O
IIPOUCXOXKOEHHUs, BCe XK€e 3Halla, YTO OBITH IIpedaHHBIM O4Y€Hb BaXKHO. B03M0XKHO, 3T0O Taxe BaxHee,
4eM IIPOUCX0XKOeHne, IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO BOIIPOC, HAIIPAMYIO CBSI3aHHBIM C BHIZKMBAHHEM.

— T'oBOPSAT, UTO CTpaX, YCTPOUBIIUY IIOTOHIO, OB TSIZKEJIO paHEH BO BpEMs IIPECTIeOBaHus U He
CMOT TTOMMaTh MpecTynHuKa. Ho 94To KacaeTcs mogo3peBaeMoro B CaMoii akageMuH. .. X0poIio, 4T0 y
Hac eCThb 3Ta 3allenkKa.

— CornacHa.

— MoxeIllb BCTATh?

[Tocne mpueMa aHTUAOTa, BUOUMO, He 5 OOHA OlleHWBajla CTeIleHb ero IerCcTBus. f yKe maBHO ObIa B
COCTOSTHUM IIIEBETUTD TaJIbIlaMHU PYK U HOT ¥ OblIa YBEPEHA, UTO CO MHOM TeTeph BCE B MOPSIIKE.

— Koneuwno.



— Xopoto, Toraa Bo3Bpauiaics 06paTHO B KOMHATY.

4 He MOT7a C 9TUM COTJIACUTHCH.

BrIno COBEPIIEHHO OYEBUOHO, YTO OH CHOEJIa€T, KaK TOJIBKO A BbeIJZ[y 13 9TOM KOMHATHI.

OH OBI TIpHBEI CIOfla Ky4y CTPaXKHUKOB [IJIs OXpPaHbl MOEY KOMHATHI, UJIX BOJIIIIEOHUKOB [JIST ITOTHOM
YBEPEHHOCTH B MOeii 6e30macHOCTH. B KOHIle KOHIOB, OH focTan Okl KceHOHa M3-110f 3eM/IH U IIBITall
€ro [0 MOJTyCMePTH, ITOKa TOT He IIPU3HAETCS BO BCEM.

[To ero MHeHMIO, 3TO OBINT caMbIli 3G(HEKTUBHEIN CITOCOO.

OTO KOHEYHO He 03HAayalio, YTo OH ObLT He mpaB. HeKTo mocMen MpPOHUKHYTh B UMITEPATOPCKUH
[IBOPEI] ¥ HAJIOXKUTh PYKY Ha MEHsI, 4YeJI0BeKa, IpUHAIeKallero UMIepaTopy.

Bo3M0xKHO, HacTaBHUK KCEHOH YTO-TO JEHCTBUTEIBHO 3HAI 00 3TOM.

Ho cHauarna s xoTesa Koe-4To CHOenaTh.

XoTs 51 OBlTa YyBEPEHA B TOM, YTO 3TOMY IIPEKPACHOMY YE€PHOBOJIOCOMY MMIIEPATOPY HE MMOHPABUTCS
TO, YTO 51 COOMpPAlOCh CKa3aTh.

¢ HepBHO 00/TM3HYIa I'YOBI, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI MOMOUTH K OBEPH, B KOTOPYIO OH KECTOM ITPUTJIACHIT
MEHS BOUTH.

«Kak s MOTY 3aCTaBUTh €TI0, XO0TA OBl IIPUTBOPUTHLCA, 9YTO OH cnymaeT?»

— OmMM, Barie BenuuecTBo.

— B ueM geno?

— ¢4 KOHeYHO MMOHKUMaI0, YTO B CBOEM BOOOpaKeHUU Bhl yKe 0Tpe3aeTe KOHEYHOCTH HaCTaBHUKA
KcenoHa, HO He Moru OBl BEL MHe [laTh HEMHOT'O BpeMEeHH [0 TOro, Kak HauHeTe 3TO OeflaTh
BXKHUBYIO?

— MHe OKa3anock, 4TO TH He COGI/IpaeH.IbCﬂ 3d HEro 3aCTyIIaThCA.

— A s v He 3acTymancsk. [IpocTo, S Koe 0 YeM moagyMaa.

— MHe KaXeTCs THl CJIUIIKOM YaCTO I'OBOPHIIL 9Ty ¢Gpasy.



OH GBINT M3 TEX JTI0OEeH, KOTOphle OUeHb BHUMATEIBbHO MIPUCIYIIUBAIOTCS K CJI0BAM JIFOJIEH, BRIMCKUBAS
4TO-HUOYOb [TOJIE3HOE [T CeBs.

T'0oTOBa MTOCIIOPUTE, UTO 9Ta YepPTa XapaKTepa Y HeTo C POXKIEHHS.

BmecTo TOro, 4TOOH! BHITHATh MEHS, UMIIEPATOP CKPECTUII PYKK Ha TPYOH, CIIOBHO BHUMATENIBHO
CIymIas.

4 ckenTHYeCKM OTHOCHUNACh K TOMY, CMOTY JIA A Y6eﬂI/ITb €ro, HO Y ME€HA HE OBITIO Opyroro BbI60pa,
KPOME KakK IIOIIBITAThECA. Ha maHHBII MOMEHT He OBITI0 JIY4HIero IIJiaHa, 9eM 3TOT, 3d UCKIIINYEeHUuEM
TOT'O, 4YTO 4 MOT'Y ITOABEPTHYTLCA OMAaCHOCTH.

4 cpoesana HeOOIBIION BOOX W Hadasa.

— 1 3HaM, KTO B TOT BEYEP Pa3roBapuBasl O BaC C UMIIepaTpuUIiei. ITo ObIT KaMepPauHeD.

—Yr0...?

— 4 cpa3y ckasasa BaM, UTO He MOT'Y BCIIOMHUTH KTO 9TO, HO, Pa3MHIIIAS, 5 IOHSJIA, TI0YEMY €ro
rojioc OBUI TaK XOPOIIIO 3HAKOM MOUM yiiaM. [1o 3ToMy IOBOAY Y MeHSI HeT HY MaJieHIInX COMHEHUH.

— ThI MOXKeIIb B3STh IIOJIHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTE 3a CBOU croBa?

- AGCOITIOTHO, - PEIIUTEILHO OTBETHUIA S, Pa3MBIIIIASA, KOMY Obl OH CKOpee ITOBEPHUIT: CBOEMY
KaMepauHepy UIu MHe.

4, Mmomnua, cuperna, oXunas ero CyXOeHusl.

ViMmepaTop MPUKPHITT CBOM KpacHBIE T'la3a, Kak Obl pa3ayMbiBas U B 6€CIIOKOMCTBE IIPHUKal MMabIlbl K
BUCKY.

— OH 3HaeT, 4TO CIYYUIIOCh CO MHOM, Korfa s Obl1 pe6eHKOM, IT03TOMY OH TOYHO [IOJIXKEH 3HATh O
MoeH c1aboCTH.

— Bamme Benunuectso.

— ...JloHsiTHO.

— Brl B nopsigke?



— Hy, HEeT HUYero, YTo B KOHEYHOM UTOre He ObIJI0 OBl B IIopsAOKe. He CKPOIO, 9TO 3TO MEHA
IMMOPsAOKOM YOWBHUIIO, HO IIOJIE3HO 3HATH, KaKKe€ I'HUJIbIE BETKU HY2KHO o6pe3aTb B IIEPBYIO O4YepPedb.
[1710X0 OBITH THUJIBIM OO CaMOT0 MO3Tra KOCTeH.

«OH MHe [IOBEPUI?»

Iaxe, eciu UMIIePAaTOP MHE He BEPHJ, OH MOT UCKYCHO ITPUTBOPSITHCS.

4 He Mornia MOHATE, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT B €TI0 I'0JIOBE, HO IIPOAOJIZKHUIIA:

— Korpa riaBHBIM CTyra paccKasaa UMIepaTpulle 0 TOM, YTO MeOUIIMHA He IelCTByeT Ha Baie
BenuuecTBo, OHa, MOX0XKe, HUYEMY He MTOBEPHUIA. TeM He MeHee, 5 ToJyMalia, YTO OHa IIPUHSIIa BO
BHUMAHWE 9TH CBEMIEHUS, TaK KaK IMOYTH CPa3y II0CJIe UX Pa3roBopa Ha MEHs Hallally.

— YT0 THI XO0UeIllb 3TUM CKa3aTh?

— A 470, ecnu 3TO ABe pa3Hble IPYIIIH JII0Aen?

— Kakue ocHOBaHUe II0JIaraTh, YTO OHU - Pa3HEIE...

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, BH XKe caMy CKa3alid, YTO UMIIepaTpUlla HU 3@ YTO He ToBepusia OBl IIpaBae o
BallleM COCTOSTHUU. [109TOMY 5 U [efalo Takou BHIBOA. § gyMarsia, uTO Mar, HalaBIIWi Ha MeHS 110
IIyTH AOMOIA, OBUT ITOC/IaH BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIepaTpullel, 4Tobsl yOegUTHCS B MOEM CIIOCOOHOCTH
pacceuBaTh Maruio. Ho ecnu nopymarh, Kakve MOTYT ObITh 00IIMe LIeNid Y HacTaBHUKa KceHoHa, U
TOTO YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPHIY BOPBAJICS B MOIO KOMHATY?

— 9TO0 03HAYaeT, UTO OHU JEeMCTBYIOT HE3aBUCUMO APYT OT ApyTa, ¥ 9YTO MEeXIy HUMU HET 0OMeHa
nH(poOpMaLuen.

ViMmepaTop, Ka3anoch, OHSJ, YTO 5 IIEITAaI0Ch EMY JOHECTH.

— Iloxoxe Ha TO. [lymaelb, eCTh KTO-TO €lIlle, He CBI3aHHBIM C 3TUMU OBYMS?

4 MenyIeHHO KUBHYJIA.

MyxunHa B MOeil KOMHaTe, HECOMHEHHO ObuT U3 ['ONoIuHEL.
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