"fl 6ymy oxpaHATH IBEPh CHAPYXKH, TaK YTO BAM He HYXKHO OyneT 0EeCIIOKOUTHCS 0 TOCTOPOHHUX". YTO
KacaeTCs OCTaJIbHBIX, JIYYllle He Ileperpyxkarh rocts. iMeTs BaMnupa, OXOTHUKA U KUTTH - yxke
CTpaHHOE coyeTaHue. Tak 4YTo g Ipefjaram BaM 3aKOHYUTH €CTh, U MBI CKOPO BepHeMcs". KeTaH
BCTAJI ¥ IIpOCyienu 3a Jleo 1o nBepu.

"f momkeH cormacuThCd. f He X04y CIYTHYTh CBOETO T'OCTS, HO 5 IPEeCTaBII0 Bac, pebdaTa, Kak
TOJIBKO cMory". Ha mepBhIX BCTpeYax TaM [J0IKHO ObITh MUHHMAJIbHOE KOJIMYEeCTBO Toaed. ITmoc
€CTb IIIAHC, YTO BHl MOXKETe MOIYYUTh TPaBMY, U 9TO He OyIeT XOpoIIo CUIeTh CO MHOH. f obelaro
OBITH OCTOPOXKHEIM". KUTTH BCTasla ¥ IPOCJiefiniia 3a I'Pynmoi. Bolins B opaHxKepelo, OHa yBUENa,
YTO TaM OCTaluCh TONBKO Jleo u KeTaH.

"f1 Tak MOHMMAIO, THl IOMHUIIb, YTO Tebe HyKHO CKa3aTh, YTOOL IPUBECTH ee ciofa".
IIpefIosaraio, YTo 9TO XKEHIIWHA, Cy[s II0 TOMY, Kak ThI yabsi0ancs B KoHIe". Jleo o0usn1 KutTh, a
IIOTOM BCTAJI II03aau Hee.

"4 momH0O. X0pOoIIo, cenyac s MPOLUTUPYIO CI0Ba. f BeCHa, 5 J1eTo, 51 OCEHb, 5 3uMa". BpemeHamu
roga KoMaHIyeM Mk, (heH, KOTOPHIX 51 IPU3kIBa0 OBITH J1eToM, ABpopa". Kuttu paccnabunach B
00BsATHSX Jleo.

HeMHoOro ejToro cBeTa IjiaBajao B KOMHATE, a 3aTeM IPU3eMIIHIIOCh Ha 3eMiTi0 mepen Kuttu. CeT
IIPEBPATHUJICS B MaJIEHbKYIO I€BOYKY C CKa30YHKIMHU KPHUTHIIKAMU. "HaKOHEI-TO MeHs BbI3BaIu. S
TaK CYACT/IMBAa HAaKOHEI-TO BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOH, - MOKJIOHMIACh e, - 1 ABpopa, des neta". 4 Ta,
KTO IIPUHOCHUT COJTHEYHEIM CBET B CaMble TEMHEIE BpeMeHa. [IpusiTHO T0O3HAKOMUTRCS".

"MHe TOXKe IPUSATHO MMO3HAKOMHUTHLCS C TOOOM. ITO MO¥ HamapHUK JIeo, ¥ OH OXOTHUK, C KOTOPHIM 5
paborato. Kak Brl 3Haete, 51 Kuiyns." Kuttu knansiercs dee.

"HeT, HET, TH He OOJIXKEH KJIaHIThCS HUIIINM CYIIecTBaM, Kak 51". I He JOCTOMH OHITh B TeX XKe
MacmTabax, 4To U Th. f 3Hal0, KTO THI, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB. PeIK0 BCTPETHUIIb TaKOE CYIIEeCTBO, KaK THI.
4 cmor BrIcTIemuUTh Tebsi mo 000POTHEH, IIOTOMY YTO TBOU CHIIHI 61€CTST. 91 TaK CYACT/IMBA, YTO
HAKOHEII-TO CMOTJIa C TOOOM MO3HAKOMUTLCS. f KUB yKe ISTh THICSIY JIET, U 3TO IEePBHIM pPa3, Koraa s
CMOT BCTPETHUTHCS C TaKUM CYIIIECTBOM, KaK TH'". ABpopa nocMoTpesia Ha KuTTu u ynei0HyIach.

"MHe cKa3zau, 4TO S peJKO BCTPeyYaroCh, HO 3TO HEHOPMAJIbHO, CTAlIKHUBAThCA C KEM-TO, KTO Ha
caMOM [iejie 3HaeT, KTO 5 Takas". ITO IIOTOMY, YTO Thl KMBEIb TaK J0Jr0, YTO 3Haelb?" Kurtu
IIOCMOTpeIia Ha ABpopy.

Jleo Momyan u cMoTpen Ha dero. "®Pee TOMLKO YTO UCIOTHUIOCH ISTh THICAY JEeT? ITO IeHCTBUTENIHHO
Oe3ymue.

"ThlI IepBhIY, KTO POOUIICS 3a MOCHeHNe IITh THICSAY JIeT. 4 oTIpa3gHoOBala TBOE POXKIEHUE C CaMOU
IPUSITHOM TTOTOMOM, YTOOR! TH ObLI O11arociopiel. ®eu BCero ce30Ha MPa3gHOBAIM TBOE POXKIEHUE.
¢l MHOTO€ TToBUAJ 3a 3TH T'OMBI, HO THI TIOYTH TOTOB 3aHATH CBOM IOCT. I mpuHecia Tebe 3T0".
ABpopa BBITAIKIIA U3 KapMaHa KHUKKY, X OHa ITPEeBPATUIIACh U3 KPOIIEYHON B KHUIKKY OOBIYHOTO
pasmepa. Ha 06moxxke KHUTH He ObIJIO HAagmucel, HO Ha 00/10:KKe Oblyla XKeHIMHA B 6eJ10M Xanare,



IepKalias Ha pyKax JIyHy, CTOSIIYI0 mocpenu 0ombinoro 6acceiiHa ¢ Bogoi. He6o 6510 Tomy6eIM
10331 IPEKPaCHOU MEeBYIIKH, TOX0XKeH Ha 60THHIO. Ee BOIOCH OB JIMHHEIMHU ¥ 30JI0TEIMH.

KutTu cnyctuna pyKy BHU3 110 00J103KKe KHUTY U IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO 3HAKOMa C KHUTOH. "{ paHbIe
He COIIPUKACAJICS C 9TOM KHUTOM, HO MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO OHa MHe 3HakoMma". Crmacu6o, ABpopa. A
IIPOYTY 3TO B OnMXKalIe HECKOIbKO fHel. MoxeT OBITh, B Hell OyOyT OTBETH], KOTOPHIX 5 He 3Hal0".

"4l 3nat0, uto 6ymnyT. 4 Bcerga 6yny Ha paccTosHuu. Ecnu s Tebe moHamo611I0Ck, IPOCTO TO3BOHU
MHe, UCIIOJIb3YSI 9TO 3aKnuHaHue. d ckaxy Tebe ceityac, 4To TBoM peGeHOK He OymeT 061amaTh TeMU
JKe CIIOCOOHOCTSIMY, YTO U TH. MaJki OyAeT YUCTHM IeMOHOM JIMCHL. Tak 4TO He BOJIHYHUCS O TOM,
YTO y MaJsbiia OyOyT Te Ke TPYAHOCTH, UYTO U ¥ TeOs. fd OB cYacT/IUB BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOM Imocie
BCET0 3TOT0 BpeMeHU." ABpopa MOCMOTpeJia Ha IIBETOYHBIM Cafl U IOCHITana Mbljibi0 OT COTHEYHBIX
Jly4ded BCe pacTeHUsd B cafy. "Muctep XaHTep, Bac XKAeT CIOPIPU3, HO 1 Bepo, YTO Bl CIIPABUTECH CO
BCEM."

"4 ocTtaHyCh psAmoM ¢ KuilyHs, HeCMOTpPSI HY Ha 4TO, TakK JOIT0, Kak cMory. OgHaKo, g paf ClbIIaTh,
YTO Halll MaJIbII He IPOUMET Yepes Te Ke TPYAHOCTH, uTo U Kuttu". Jleo yneiOHYCS u 00HSIT KUTTH,
Ha0Iomas 3a TeM, KaK pacTeHUS CTAaHOBSTCS 00jiee KUBHIMHU.

"¢ 6ynmy BepuTh B TeOs1. d yKpemnun Ballli pacTeHus 3[eCh, YTOOH BHI MOTJIM IIPOJOJIKATh
HacllaXXgaThCs UX KpacoTol". BrIno MpUsTHO T0O3HAKOMUTHCS C BaMU 000MMU. 4 MpHOy NpoBeHaTh
BacC, KOrga MpUAEeT BPeMsi, HO IIOMHUTE, YTO S BCETO JIUIIb 3BOHOK". MarneHbKas (es mpeBpaTUiach B
JKEeJITHIM I1ap CBeTa M KOCHYJACh 1eKu KUTTH, Ipexkae YeM BBIUTU U3 OpaHKepeu.

KutTu KOCHy7ach eKy U xuxrukana. "Kakou UHTepeCHBIN IlepCcoHaxK. MHTepecHO, 3Hasa I OHa, YTO
g Oynmy UCKaThb 9Ty KHUTY? f Hafesisics, 94To oHa OygeT Co BCeMU OCTaIbHBIMU MOMMHU KHHATaMH, HO
0Ka3aJioch, YTO JPYrUe CBEPXbEeCTECTBEHHBIE CYIIECTBa XPaHAT ux B 6e3omacHocTu". OHa
NOTPOHYTACh M0 00JI0KKY KHUTH ¥ HECKOJIBKO CJIe3 yIaau Ha MeKu: "ITO NeHCTBUTEIbHO
obneryeHue, YTO HAII MaJbI OyaeT HopManbHEIM". OHa ITOBEPHYJIACh U ITOXOPOHHIIA CBOE JIUIIO B
rpynu Jleo.

"910 obyeryeHue u st MeHs, TH000Bb Mosi. Tl 3Haelb, YTO Halll pe0eHOK BaxKeH U I MeHs. f
CHesan BCe, YTO CMOT'y, YTOOH ToMOYb Tebe. 4 Xx0uy OBITH PSHOM C TOOOM CTOJIBKO, CKOIIBKO CMOTY.
[laBali BepHEMCS BHYTPB U IPOCMOTPUM MH(OpMaIKio, KOTOPYIO TH 3Haelb." Jleo mepxkarn ee, HO Ha
CaMoM [IeJie He [BUTAJICS, TOKa OHA He OBlla TOTOBA.

KutTu BHITEpIIa C1e3H ¥ TocMOoTpesia Ha Jleo. Knapu BcTasa Ha IBIIOYKY U HEXKHO IoLesoBasa Jleo B
ry0Osl. "f1 TOTOBa BEPHYTHCS BHYTPb. & OBlIa TPOCTO SMOIMOHANbHA. ¢ He 3Hasla, YTO eCTh IpyTrue
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIE CyIIeCTBa, KOTOPEIE OTMedasiu MOe PoXaeHue. {1 roToBa MPOUTHUCE II0 TOMY,
YTO 51 3Ha10. ITO OyAET IIOKOM [ MeHs".

Jleo HaKJIOHUJICS, TIOLIEJIOBAJ €€ U II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OHa TaeT Iof ero noueayeM. OH CXBaTHUII ee 3a
HUZKHIOI0 YaCTh CIIMHEI ¥ IOflepKaJl, Koraa yriay6:s momenyit. OH ucciemoBas ee PoT, a 3aTeM
OTIIYCTHJI €e, TI0CJIe TOT0 KakK IMOHSJI, 4YTO OHM 00a Oe3nrixaHHH. "HeBaxkHO, KTO THl. BaKHO TOJBKO
TO, UTO MBI BMeCTe, U Ml OyfieM paboTaTh 4epes Bce, YTOOBI OCTaBaThCS BMecTe".
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