JIutio 9nu3abet Cpa3y II0TeMHeJIO, KOT'la OHa CKa3ajla: «3aTKHUCH!» 3aTeM OHa CIIpOCHujia: «Moxert
nu Bnagenel He6ecuoro KamenHoro 3aMka ImepeaBuraTeCd, Kak eMy 3&6J’IaTOpaCCYI[I/ITCH?>>

YcnrimaB Ha3BaHue HebGecHoro KameHnHoro 3aMka, npuil JIuH KeH cpa3y xkKe BCIIBIXHYII B XOJIOTHOM
IIOTY U BOCKJIUKHYN: «3HAYUT, Y HETO NENCTBUTENIbHO TaKOM NIpPeKpacHbIi GoH!»

Onu3abeT mokKaydasa rol0BOM U B3NoXHYNa: «[loueMy BE HE TOBOPHUTE, YTO 3TO CaMOe TPYIHOE
pelenne, KOTOpoe [0KHa NPUHATh UMnepaTtopckas ceMmbsi? Ecnu Ob 3a HUM He 6bi710 HeGecHOTOo
KameHnHoOro 3aMka, Befiaa OBl s CBOIO [OYb 3@ HET0?»

[Tpunn JIua Ken kuBHYI. BHE3amHo OH BCE MOHS. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 3TO OBLI MOMUTUYECKUI OpaK.
OTa XeHIMHA, KOTopas Ha NPOTSIKEeHUN MHOTUX JIET [Ieuia C HUM [I0CTelb, X0Tela
I103aMMCTBOBaTh CUily TbMbl y HeGecHoro KameHHOT0 3aMKa, 4TOOB! PACIIMPUTH CUTTY I[AapCKOU
CeMbH, 3aKPENUTh IIpaBa Ha POLOCIOBHYI0 Enr3aBeTH.

OpHako BO3HMKIIA MpobneMa. B aToM monutrueckoM Opake KOpPOJieBCKasi CEMbsI HAXOOUIIach B
ITaCCHBHOM ITIOJIOKEHUH. TeM He MeHee, OHU [OIXKHBI OBITTA O0POTHCS 3a HHUITMATUBY, HAJEesICh, YTO
CMOTYT 3aCTaBUTh OTPOMHOTO 3Beps o1 Ha3BaHueM HebGecHbiit KaMeHHbIH 3aMOK TOTUUHUTLCS UM.
[ToaTomy umnepaTpuna Enn3aseTa Takxke oKa3ajlach B 3aTPYAHUTEIbHOM MoJ1I0kKeHuu. Ho mmocre
cBafibOBI, XOTSI OHA He CMOXKeT 3acTaBuTh HeOecHbl KaMeHHEIM 3aMOK IIOTYUHUTHCS, Y HEE BCE
paBHO OyOyT cBOM ImpeuMylecTBa. I1o KpaliHell Mepe, OHa He cTajia Obl BparoM U He 0IkKHa Oblyia Obl
OBITH HACTOPOXKE IIPOTUB BHE3AITHOT'0 KPOBABOTO PTa OTPOMHOI'0 3BEPS.

Iomnroe BpeMsi yCTABUBIIKCH Ha CBOIO MaTh, Co(ust, HAaKOHEIl, PeLIUTeNIbHO CKa3ana: «[I0CKONbKY OH
He MOXKET JII00UTh MeHs OfHY, s ObI IpeIoyusia XUTh OMHa!»

OcTaBaThCs OMHOM Ha BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS XKM3HbB - 3TO, €CTeCTBEeHHO, adepa. [Taxe ecmu 661 Codust
COTJIacHiIach, OpUTAHCKAs KOPOJIEBCKAsI CeMbs He COTrjlacuiack OBl Ha 3TO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA
MOTJIa 0Ka3aThCs TONTBKO BOOBOM. CTapas ¥ HUKAKas CIIyTHUIIA - MaTh, CTOSINAS OJHA Ha BEHICOKOM
nbefecTase 6e3 poICTBEHHUKOB WK 0e3 Apy3el, - BHoBa. B OyaymieM yMpyT U Onu3abeT, ¥ MPUHII
JIun KeH. CtapocTh 6e3 pe6EHKa 0[] KOJIEHOM - 3TO HE3aBUCHUMOCT.



B Tako# cuTyaluu, qaxe eciv KOMY-TO IIPUCBOUTh TUTYJI UMIIePaTOpa, XKHU3Hb BCE PaBHO OymeT
CKy4HOH. Bomnee Toro, He ObIJI0 UMIIepaTpuUIlLl 6e3 amOuiuii. OHa X0TeIa 3aHUMAThCS YeM-TO, YTO
OymeT mnuThes ThicsuM NeT. Ecnu Bel, Cousi, XKMBETe U YMUpPAeTe B OQUHOYECTBE, €CJIU Y BaC HET
CBhIHA, Pa3Be Ballla ceMbsi Jnu3abeT He OymeT pa3opBaHa?

VimmepaTpuiia TyT ke 00epHyach ¥ CEpAUTO 3aKkpuyana: «Yomonok! Y Tebs B cepaiie KOpoJieBCKue
Kagenu?!»

[Tpuniecca Codus Obiyia 03amadueHa BorpocoM. «KoponeBa-MaTh, BB XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTO
HEBO3MOXKHO KUTh B OMMHOYECTBE?»

Onu3albeT TSIKeJo moxJionana KHsaxkHy CoQHio Mo IIeYy CBOUM CKUIIETPOM U CEPAMTO CKasasa:
«CTapuK MOxKeT OBITh TOJTbKO OMUHOK! KakK BB IyMaeTe, Bl TPEXTIETHUN PeOEHOK? BRI - KOpoieBcKas
CeMbSI, ¥ y BaC €CTh MUCCHS U OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, C KOTOPHIMU BhI POAUIIUCH. KaK BB fyMaeTe, BhI
MOXKeTe IIPOJO0JIKATh B TOM Ke [IyXe, B OMMHOYKY X B CTAPOCTH, KOT{Ia JIIOOU HYKIAIOTCS B Bac?
HeobxoguMo uMeTh Mya, a aHTIM4aHe HYXKAaloTCS B Bac, 4YTOOHR UMeTh HaciegHUKa ! »

«9T0 4T0, myTKa? Ho ...»

He goxwupasce, moka Codurs 3aKOHYUT TOBOPUTE, Enr3aBeTa TyT XKe mpepBana: «Kak g MOTy UMeThb
TAKYIO TTIYIYIO 04b, KaK BE? Y Bac €CTh TOJIBKO IBa BapHaHTa IMPSIMO ceiiyac. Minu 0TKaxkuTeCh OT
YsHa UM HAWOUTe YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPBIM BaM HPAaBUTCS B KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbe. B MPOTUBHOM ClIy4yae
BBI JOJIZKHBI IPUHSTE PEAIbHOCTh. XOTS KOPOJIEBCKAsi CEMbsT MOXKET HEMHOI'0 OII030PUTHLCS Ha
TIOBEPXHOCTH, HO, Balll My2K, OH BCETa MOXKeT CTaOuIN3UPOBaTh KOPOJIEBCKYIO CEMbIO U Ballle
II0JI0OKeHMe, BHl IIOHUMaeTe?»

«4, s...» - mpuHilecca Codpus OTKpHIZa pOT, HO HU CJI0Ba He CMOTJIa CKa3aTh.



[Tpunn JIur KeH, KOTOPHIN OB PSIMOM, He MOT 00JIbIlle Ha 3TO cMOTPeTh. OH IoXKasen CBOIO NOYb U
ckasan: «JIuTs, ellé ecTb BpeMsi, Korga Tebe UCIOTHUTCS BOCEMHA/IIATh, TAK YTO Thl MOXKEIIlb
TIATENIbHO 00yMaTh BCE. & myMmalo, Thl HAMOEIIb XOPOIINHI OTBET. XOPOIIO, Thl MOXKEIb CIIYCTUThCS
nepBoi. HaMm ¢ KOposeBoi-MaTePhIO €CTh €IIIE, YTO 06CYIUTh!»

Codus B 3aMelIaTebCTBE IOCMOTPENIa Ha 0TI, 3aTeM 0eCIIOMOIIHO ITOKJIOHUIACh M CKa3asa: «Barrra
[0Yb YXOOUT yKe!»

Ouens 6picTpo purypa Codun moKKHYa TTaBHLIM BX0[ BO ABOpell. MMnepaTpuiia EnuzaseTa,
Ka3aJioCh, BCE elle 3nuiack: «Kak s poauia Takywo goub? ['nymnas, mpocTo riymas!»

[Tpunn JIua Ken o6Ha1 uMnepaTtpully Enusasety u 3acmesinics: «Jloporas, Hall peOEHOK eIlleé MOJIOf.
Korpma oHa BeIpacTeT, OHa, €CTECTBEHHO, BCE IIOWMET. »

"Emé ects Hagexkma!"- B3moxHyna 6ecrmomonrHo Mmneparpuiia Enusasera.

[Tpuun JIuabs KeH OrnsHyNICS ¥ YBUAEN, YTO BOKPYT HUKOTO HET, IO3TOMY OH OCTOPOXKHO CITPOCHII:
«Jloporasi, Te CKa3asa, 4To YsHb sBisieTcs BiamenbiieM Hebecaoro KamenHoro 3amka? 910
mpaBga?»

['nsigst Ha OeCITOKOMHOE BhHIPaXKeHue MyKa, uMIepaTpuila EnuzaBeTta ycMmexHynach: «Jla, HeOecHbIH
KamenHbI# 3aMOK, OH TaK¥ke 04eHb 6711u30K K E€ BenuuectBy ExaTepune!»

"B camom pene?" TTpuni JIud KeH Bcé Gosiblnie u 60JIbIlle YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TOT MOJIOLOM YEJIOBEK C
BOCTOKA He OBIJI IPOCTHIM.

«YTO-TO He TaK?» - C COMHEHHEM CIIpocuia KopojeBa EnusaBera. [Ipunil JIua KeH nmoreép Hoc, a



moToM caMm cejl. Ceruac, KOTjfla MPHUCYTCTBOBAJIA TOJILKO OHM BOBOEM, NpuHIl JIud KeHn mMor
paccnabuThcsi. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO OBLI €T0 JOM.

[TpunI focTtan curapy u 3akypuin. MMmnepartpuiia Enu3aBeTa HeMeIeHHO TI0YYBCTBOBAa 3amax
CUTapHl ¥ CKa3aja: «Brl MOXKeTe He KYpUTh 3[eCh ?!»

[Tpunn JIua KeH B3MOXHY, BCTAll U CKa3al: «Tak Kak THl 3HAEIb, YTO €T0 OMBIT TAKOU TAKENBIN, TO
BUEpA...»

VimnepaTpuiia EnuzaBeTa cpa3y moHsIIa, 4To OecroKouT npuHiia JIud KeHa, u Ha e€ nulle IosIBUIach
ynbiOka. OHa Me[iJIeHHO BepHYJIach Ha CBOM IPaKOHWU TPOH, IIOJHSIa Yall ¢ MOJIOKOM Ha 0opT
OpPakKOHBETO TPOHA U CAelajia I'I0TOK. «JTU ABa Benukux MacTtepa Meua - miogu IIpunina Bas Jluana,
9TO He UMEET HMKAKOT0 OTHOIIIEHHUS KO MHe!»

Jluno npunna Jluaa Kera 65010 cpa3y HamoaHeHO yousnenueM: «OHu...? TloueMy s He 3HANI?»

Onu3abeT cepauTo cKalasa: «Y Tebs BCE eIllé eCTh CMeJIOCTb CKa3aTh, YTO ThHI SBJISIEIILCS
BJlafieNiblieM 3Toro bykuHreMckoro asopua? OH gaxe He 3HAJI, YTO PSANOM C HUM MOSIBUJICS LUMUOH!
Kaxko# yacThio 3TOTO OBOPIIA S ceryac ynpaBnsao? CKaxu, Kak g 0OKa3aiach C TaKUM YeJIOBEKOM, Kak
TBI?»

Jluno mpuHLa KeHa cTamo yponiuBeIM, 3e/IeHO-(GHOIeTOBEM IIBET ITOCTOSTHHO MeHsIcs. HakoHel oH
YNBIOHYJICS U CKa3al: «3adeM ellé Th Oymemib uMnepaTtpuiei? A Tonbko npunn? Ha BocToke ecth
noroBopka: «EcTb MHOTO criocoOHbIX ntofei!» Bauie BenuuecTBo Myapo, O3TOMY BIIOJIHE
€CTEeCTBEHHO, YTO BhI JOJIKHHI 103a00TUTLCS 00 3TUX BOIpocax. 4 MPOCTO MOMOXKAY, IIOKa 3TU
MeJIKM€e MaJIbUUIIKHY IIOTOHSATCS 3a BaMu!»



[TepBOHAYaIbHO 3TO OBINA LIYTKA, HO MEXKAY MYKEM U XKEHOM 3TU LIYTKH BCE eIl OBITA TOBOIHHO
mo60BHEIME. OHAaKO B KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbe 3TO OblNIa He MPOCTO IIyTKa. ITo Oblla mpaBpaa. Kak
Moryia Eé BenuuecTBo TepreTs, YTOOB €€ COOCTBEHHBIN MYK 4TO-HUOYOb menan? KTo-To Bpome Yxkoy
By, ecniu OBl OHa He 3aiyMbIBajach 0 YECTU UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMBbH, yKe ITHYyIa Obl 3TOr0 IIPUHIIA
JIvu KeHa.

OnHako 3TH HECKOJIBKO JIeT IPOIIIK. X0TS OHU He TOBOPMIM 00 OTHOIIEHUSX, [10 KpaliHell Mepe, OHU
BCE eIl€ ObUIM HEMHOTO IIPUBS3aHbl K cTapoMy. OHU JOJIT0 MOJidYa CMOTPEeNH APYT Ha Apyra. [Ipunn
JIun KeH npoposnxkain KypuTh, lT0Ka umnepatpulia Enusaseta U3SALMIHO U Yall ¢ MOJIOKOM. Yepes
HeKOTOpoe BpeMs npuHL JIud KeH ckazan: «9Tu gBa Benukux Macrtepa Meua...»

Onu3abeT X0NonHO QHIPKHYa: «[J0NKHO ObITh, OHU YK€ MEPTBHL!»

«Tsl yBepeHa? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BOMH [IeBATOTO paHra He YMPET TakK JIETKO.»

Ho E€ BenuuectBo Enu3saBera, moxoxe, He B HACTPOEHUU 00CYKAATh 3TOT BOIIPOC, a JIUIIb
paBHOAOyIIHO cKa3ana: «Kak Hacuyet E€ BenuuectBa Ekatepunsl? Tak 4To, 3TO [Ba BalllUX
CasarenimecTBa B MOEM aBopiie? Ilepen YsHoM oHUM OBLIM COBEPIIEHHO OecroMOITHEL. W maxe ecnu
3T0...» C 3TUMU CJI0BaMHU UMIepaTpulia Enu3aBeTa BHE3AIIHO OCTAHOBUIIAChH, €€ JIMII0 HAIIPSTIOCE.

«Jlaxe 4To0 ...?» cpady cupocun npuHn JIua Kes.

"Huygero!" MMmnepartpuiia Enr3aBera noxasna pyku. OHa JeliCTBUTENIBHO He X0TeJa, YTOOH €€ MyK
y3HaJl 0 TPsA3HBIX 6UTBax Mexknay LlepKoBrio u mpuHIleM Yapnab3oM. Boito 0wl myyine, ecnu OB OH MOT
OBbITH IPOCTHIM NpUHIIeM. OHa MOXKET CIIPaBUTHCS C 3TUMHU BOIIpOCaMu caMma!

Opuaxko npuHI JIua KeH He ObIT AypakoM, II09TOMY OH MOT 0oJiee UM MeHee pacckal3aTh, UTO
IIPOUCXOTUT TJIa3aMy ero XKeHHl. TUX0 cxKuMas OKypok curapsl, nputn JIud Ken cinabo B3goxHY.
YronkoM ero ria3a OTKPBIICS 30JI0TOM CBET, KOTOPOro dnu3abeT HUKOITA paHbllle He BUeNa, U OHa
IIofyMasa: MOXKeT OBITh, 9TOT OeCII0Ne3HbIM YeNI0BEeK NeMCTBUTEIbHO IOJIKEH YTO-TO CHeNaTh.
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