Ycneias 310, Jlao Tao mokmoHUmCA U nobmarogapui. OMKHO ObITh, OH y2Ke 0KHUJaJl MOero OTBeTa.
C xoHCEepBHOU GaHKOM KOJIHI, ellle He OTKPHITOM, OH B3I OTIIYCK U yIIE].

['maBHOM I1eJIbI0 BU3UTA 3TOTO ApeBHEero ['opHOro boxkecTBa ObII0, TTaBHBHIM 00pa30M, 3apyYUThCS
HaIlled TTOMOIIBI0, YTOObI U3THATD JTACOK; BCE MPEKPACHO 3HA/IM, YTO MUP HE HACTYIIUT, ECIH
MapOoJEePCTBYIOIINM JlackaM OyHeT I03BOJIEHO ITPOAOIKATh [ApCTBOBATh B yKace.

Korpga Jlao Tao yexan, YxoHcu crmpocun: "Kak Thl MOXKeIllb TaK 6€CCUCTEMHO MPHUHSTD BbI30B, [IIusH!
B KoHIle KOHIIOB, MBI HUUET0 He 3HaeM 00 3ToM OnaropeTesie ux..." 51 3eBHY U IIOCMOTPETT Ha Yachl.
"Kak THl fyMaelllb, KTO 3TO MOXKeT ObITh?" UXOHCH ITOKadaJs IojI0BOM MYCTHIM JIULIOM, YTO yKa3kIBaeT
Ha ero HeJOCTATOK 3HaHuM. JIuHb ®3H MOIOIIeNT K CTOIY U B3s1 6aHKY KOk, KOTOPYyIo JIao Tao
OCTaBUJI HEBCKPHITOU. OH OTKPHIN €€ U B35 ITOTOK. "KTo eme? [JepXKy ap#, 94TO 9TO TOT, KOTO MEI
nonpocuny y3uats YxaH Ilyan!"

"O, boxe! 4 moutu 3a0win 0 HeM!" UxoHCH BOCKNIUKHYI. "JlamHo, magHo! Hamo TOMbKO MTaHUpPOBaTh!
YTo HaM celiyac HYXKHO, TaK 3To nmocmaTh!" 1 masmn: "4d ykacHo coHHBIN!" I 00epHYI PYKY BOKPYT
SmemnbBeNca ¥ MBI BHIIIIIM 3a JBEPE.

Ha moeu kpoBaTu foMa, dAeibBalC CTal BOJIHOBAThCA. "UTO TH AyMaellb O IPOHBIPIUBEIX JeMOHAX?
BymeT nu omacHo cpaxkatbcsi ¢ HUMu?" "HaBepHoe, ga" - mpoGopMoTar s. eNbBaiiCc BIlal B
CO3epIaTeNbHYIO TUIINHY, KOTOPYIO S OBICTPO 3aMEeTHIT ¥ CKa3al: "3aBTpa MHE IMPUOETCS ITOCETUTh
MEeCTHOCTh BOKPYT 2KenTo-3emenbHOro xpedTa". {1 Hu4Yero oco6eHHOro He 3Hat0 00 3TOM MECTHOCTH,
1 MHe HYKHO ITPOBECTH PEKOTHOCLHMPOBKY MECTHOCTH, UTOOHI CIIJTAHUPOBAThH OUTBY". DenbBaiic
cpasy cen u ckasan: "Hert. d mouny ¢ To60i". MoryT OBITE OaCHOCTH..." 4 oTTalmn ee 06paTHO.
"Xopormo, xopo1o. Kak ckaxers, Mosg foporas xeHa!"

Ho nocne sToro s He ycibllan, 4To cKa3an dpenbBaiic. OHa BCE elreé pacCKasbiBaja MHE 0 YEM-TO,
KOTZla 5 YIIEN B CBOM COH.

[To mpaBpe roBopsi, s1 O He BO3pazkaj IPOTUB TOT'0, YTOOH B3STh JeNibBaiic ¢ co00i Ha 2KemThii
[TouBenHbIH XpebeT. MHOTUM HPABUIOCh XOOUTH TYOa, YTOOB HACTAXKIATHCS ITPEKPAaCHBIMU
nei3axkxaMu. ITO OblJIa YaCTh afMUHUCTPATUBHOTO palioHa ropofa LI3yHbXya, OMHOTO U3 Ye3IHBIX
roponoB X363s. ['opon OBITT HOBOIBHO MU3BECTEH CBOMMU BOCTOYHBIMU I'poOHULIIaMU L[UH ¥ BOEHHBIMU
UCTOPUSIMHU BO BpeMs BTOpO#l MUDPOBOM BOMHEI.

OnHa ¥3 IPUYMH TOTO, YTO MHOTHE NEMOHH U OYXOBHEIE CYIECTBA COCPEIOTOYUIINCEH Ha XpebTe
2KenToit mouBkl, Oblna cBsizaHa ¢ BocTouHbIMU rpobHUIIaMy [{rH. MaHbUYXKYPIIH IPUIIUIA C CEBEPa [0
OCHOBaHUA [WHAcCTUM LIWH, IpaBUU CeBePHBIMU IPAHUIIAMHU [0 TOTO, KAK OHU IIPABUTIU
LlentpansaeiMu PaBHuHaMu CoOcTBeHHOCTH Kutasi. CrnegoBaTeNlbHO, OHU TOYXUTAINCh MHOTUMU U3
IPUCIIEIIHUKOB YJaKca, KakK UX JIOPAH ¥ KOPOoJiu. B To BpeMsl Kak MHOTHME U3 YMEPIINX UMIIePaTOPOB
Obutu morpebens! B BocTounbix I'pobHuUIax LiuH, MHOTHME U3 IPUCIIEIIHUKOB XOTEIH OBITh O6IMKe K UX
NOKOsIM. [IpUCIIeIHUKY, B OCHOBHOM XKUBOTHbIE U 3BEPHU, IIPOSIBIISANIN OOIBIUIYIO IPENaHHOCTb CBOUM
IIpeKHUM oTiopaM, ueM iionu. Ho Oblyia ¥ Ipyras npuduHa: QaHIIyH U 10KHbIM pyKaB XpeOTa AHb
CHemany 3Ty OKPEeCTHOCTD CBSIIEHHOM 3eMJieli, 0c06eHHO ¢ 00KeCTBEHHOM aypoy OPaKOHbUX JIydei.



HeynouButenbHO, 4TO ¢ Kpu3ucoM "PacnsaTusi HeOec" Ha TOPU30HTE, HEYAUBUTEILHO, YTO CYIIHOCTH
13-3a pybexka XKeJau U3BIeYb BHTOAy U3 60raToi 602KeCTBEHHON ayphl OCBSIILIEHHBIX 3€MeJIb I
c0o0CTBEHHOTO U3yueHus Maruu. Ho Temeps, KOrga Mbl 3HAJIH, YTO JIAaCKHU M3 Topofa Muxoy uMeT
MOIITHOTO OJ1aroeTesisi, CKPhIBAIOIIET0Cs B TEHH, 3TO OBIIO IO MeHsI, YTOOHI IIOMeIaTh uM. bosee
TOTO, €CJIX UX KOBapHbIe 3aMbICIIHI BKITIOYaIH B ce0s1 MaHUMYIsALKU0 OTIIOM U €To IIJIaHbl 110
BOCXOXKEHHUIO.

[IepBHIM [e/10M g ITI03BOHUJI CBOUM CIIyTHHKAaM, KOTa IIPOCHYJICS Ha CJIeOyIOLIANI AeHb U paccKa3all
UM O CBOHUX IIJIaHaX 1o obcienoBanuio XpeOTa. C UX COTJIaCHs MBI C De/TbBaliCOM II0eXaau Ha CBOeH
MalrHe, 4ToOB 3a0paTh ux u3 lleHTpa, ¥ HallpaBUJIKCh NIPSIMO K ropoxy LlyHbxya.

[Toe3nka Tyma 3aHsijia BCETO OOUH 4Yac. MbI ObUTH ITOpaxkKeHsl, 00HapykKuB, 4TO LlyHbXya -
IpeKpacHBd ropon. He6o OBII0 YMCTHIM CHHUM C HECKOJIBKMMH HUTSIMHU 00JIaKOB HaJl I0JI0BOM. B
ornuune ot Y UYxkyHa, 30ech He ObIJIO TyMaHa, ¥ BO3AyX OblI cBeXKUM. OISITh Ke, II0 CPaBHEHUIO CO
CIIOKOMHBIMU CTeNSIMUA BHyTpeHHe# Monronuu, ropoy LI3yHxya OB OB BCETO NI TPECIIOBY THIM
TOPIIKOM U YauHUKOM 1y Y UxkyHa. CnegoBaTenbHO, TONbKO JIuHb @oH, UyHCH U g OBIITH
BII€YATJIEHH], B TO BpeMs KakK JfeibBaiic IPOCTO HOCUI 6e3pa3TuyHbIM BU/I, KOTHAa MBI CMOTPEeIH U3
OKOH.

Harmreit mepBoii ocTaHOBKOM Obiyid BocTouHble ['poOHULEL [IvH. ITO OB IEPBHIX pa3, KOTHa
OpenbBalic OB 37I€Ch, ¥ MBI IIOIyMaIu O TOM, YTOOBI IIPUBECTH €€ B3TIISIHYTh. HO MbI ObIIH
TIopakKeHbl, KOT7la 3aIIaTUIM 3a BXo#Hble 6useTsl. "CymMMa B 162 10aHs Ha yenoBeka?!" YoHcu OvLI
HACTOJIBKO CHJIBHO PACCTPOEH, UTO, KOTHa MBI BOILIM, Y HETO Ha I'/la3axX Y OMJIETHOTO KOJJIeKLIOHepa
IIOSIBUJIOCH HEYTO Bpofe: "UTo 9T0 3a orpabieHue mpu JHEBHOM cBete!?!".

JIro060¥ Ha MepBHIH B3TJIA MOT MI'HOBEHHO OLIEHUTDH O/1aronmpuUsiTHYI0 MECTHOCTh ['pobHuIl. A
YyBCTBOBAJ, Kak 6oraras 60kecTBeHHas aypa KPyKUTCS BOKPYT B u306umuu. IMeHHO Ha 9TOM
MeCTe COCPEeNOTOYUINCEH APAKOHbY JTyun XpeOToB ropsl Aub. C Tako# 60raToit 60:KE€CTBEHHON aypou
B 9THX 3eMJISIX, MOXKHO ObIl0 OBl 3aaThCsi BormpocoM Kak Mmmepus Llun Korpa-nubo pacrafanach 1
ynagka. Ho g nmpekpacHo 3Has, 4To uMeHHO Mactep Illects nmoctasun Illax 1 oOpeK ux Ha TH0Ek.
Crauana Mnepartopckas [JomMoBaabs Oblia MOTHOCTHIO OCBEOMJIEHA O TOM, YTO UX OPAKOHBU JIyYU
ObLTM maneko 3a mpenenaMu Kuranickoit uMmnepuy. MHOTHE U3 UX OCTAHKOB M3HAYAJIbHO OBIIH
norpeGeHsl PSIOM C UX POOHBEIM BllafieHneM MaHbuxyprel. Ho G0JIBIIMHCTBO JII0fe, BO3MOXKHO, He
IIOHMMAJIF, YTO APAKOHbY JIyYU UMEIOT CKOPOIOPTAIIKAECS XKU3HU; HACTYIIUT [AeHb, KOTTla UX CHUJIBI
OymyT yMeHbIIATLCA ¥ YMUAPaTh. ITO MoOyAnuso umnepuio LIuH HalTH BTOPUYHOE MECTO MJIS
3aXOPOHEHUS YMePIIUX 4JIeHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOi ceMbl: BocTouHble rpoOHUIE LluH. Mano mu oHH
3HaJIU, YTO [PaKOHbs Jies TaM OyaeT mo3xe padopBaHa Mactepom IllecTs, hakTUYECKHU 3aAyIINUB
JKU3Hb U3 YOYLUIIUBOU OuHacTuu Liuu?

MEI IPOTYTHUBAKCH BOKPYT I'DOOHUII B TeUeHMe TPeX-4eTHPEeX YaCoB U YIIIU B MONAeHb. MEI
OCTaHOBHJIUCH B PECTOpPaHe Ha HeOOJIbIIOH IIepephB ITepefl TeM, KaK HalpaBUTLCS K 2KesTo-
IIOYBEHHOMY XpeoTy.

ME1 gocTuru NyHKTa Ha3HAYeHUS B IBa 4aca OHS. HecMOTpS Ha MOTyIpo3payHEN TYMaH 3UMEL, 3TO
ObLT caMblil spKuM 4ac OHS. Bech 2KenTo-3emMenbHbI XxpebeT OblT BUOM 4ucTOro 6eoro. B apyrou
CEe30H 3Ta MeCTHOCTH Onlna OBl HalloJTHEeHa IBIITHOU ITTy00KOM 3eJIeHbI0 TYCTHIX CYYheB (PPYKTOBBIX
IlepPEeBLEB, OKYTHIBAIOIUX MECTHOCTh. HO 9T0O GBIJIO X0IOMHOE BPpEMS TOfla, ¥ B HAIIIUX I'/la3aX faxke He



o110 HUYeTo 3eneHoro. OpHako, 6maromapst Moemy [IyXOBHOMY 3pEHMUIO, I MOT BUAETh MPSAU
IIEMOHUYECKOI aypHl, JIEHUBO Apeidyomire BOKPYT 3aCHEKEHHHIX [I0H, YKa3hiBas Ha IPUCYTCTBUE
MHOKECTBA CKPHIBAIOIIUXCS B TUIINHE J€MOHOB U CYLTHOCTEH.

K cuacThio [i71s1 Hac, mer3ax BPSI ST OBLJT CIIMIIKOM KOBAPHBIM IJISI TAKUX TIOOUTEIEH MeInx
MIPOTyNOK, KaK MHL. "[lomHuMaeMcs!" { mo3Ban CBOMX TOBapHILed U JAeNbBalC, TOIBKO OIS YXOHCH
3akpuuan: "XKpoute! HET! 4 601ock 0X070B B TOpEl C MOMEHTa JIaBUHEL BO BHyTpeHHe# Mourosuu!"
4 mokauasn royioBo#, B ipocTu. "Kakoe yOuiicTBeHHOe HacnaxaeHue! YTo elle MEI 3[eCh fieflaeM,
ecu He B30upaeMcs Ha X0nMe?!" HakoHeI-To, ocTalbHbIe paboTanyu BMecTe U Tamuau YoHCH BBEPX.

Ha monmnyTtu B ropy, Halll IepBOHAaYaIbHbIN BT U PBEHNE MeJIeHHO UCTOIAIKUCh. JenbBauc u JIuH
®sH nMUAMpPOBaIU BIEePeau, B TO BpeMs Kak I U UyHCH 3afbIXaauCh, Ha HECKOJIBKO METPOB C3a/u.
Korpa MBI NOOHANUCE U NBIXHYJIH, S IIOCMOTPETI Ha CIIMHEL CBOEU HeBeCTH U JIuHb ®5H. "Bo3MOXKHO,
IIPUIIIO BPpEMS HadyaThb TPEHUPOBKY. Bce 3T BOCX0XKOEHUS U ITOXOMHI, KaXKeTCs, TOBOPSAT MHE,
CKOJIBKO MHe JneT!"

MBI 0CTaHaBIUBAIKCE C IIEePEePHEIBAMY, YTOOB OTIOXHYTh, MBI C YXOHCH CIIOKOMHO PafioBaJIUCh, YTO
3eMJIsi TaM OTHOCUTEJIbHO poBHas. Ho YxoHcu moTpe6oBanoch Tak MHOT'O OCTAHOBOK, YTO K TOMY
BpEMEeHH, KaK MBIl JOCTUTJIA BEPIIKHEI, y2Ke TIOUTH HaCTYIHUI0 3aKaT. f yman Ha CUfleHbe O[T
[ePEBOM, TAXKeJo 3afbixasick. Hag MouMu miedamMu UXOHCH yKe JiexKal Ha 3eMJie, CIIUIIKOM
yCTasnbii, 4ToOk! Oomblile XomuTh. Torga JIuae ®3u BOpyT cupocun... [llusH, 3aueM MBI 30eCh Ha
caMoM geme?"

¢ momaxasa eMy BOIIPOCOM, JKECTUKYIUPYS, YTOOL OH ITOI0XK AN, II0Ka 5 TepexBayy JbIXaHUe.
Pagom co MHOU OpenbBaliC CIy4yalHO 3aTsAHYJ curapeTy. He BHIIISAsa HU yCTaBIIed, HUA
B3BOJTHOBAHHOM, OHA TPOMKO OTBETHJIA BMECTO MeHs: "MHI 30eCh He TOJIBKO IJIST TOT0, YTOOR
OCMOTPETh MECTHOCTD [JISI TPECTOsIIel OUTBEI, HO U [T TOT'0, YTOOBI BCTYNIUTh B KOHTAKT C JIUCAMHU
3mech, 4TOOBI y3HATH Oosble nHbopManuu". BoT u Bce". I'poMKoe u crierka ygusierHoe "O!"
npunuio ot JIuab ®eHa, Korfga oH 6ecilepeMOHHO XuxuKal. "THl Ipofesnan JONryii MyTh, JienbBanc!
[IIusiH, HaBepHOE, MHOTOMY Te0s yuumn!"

4 6pocun B3rnsag Ha JIunb ®3Ha, Bce ellle B3MOXHYB, T0Ka JAeIbBalC XuXuKa. " mouTtu Hu4eMy y
Hero He Hay4ducs! JTo ero MaTh y4Yuiia MeHs BCEMY 3TOMY. XOPOILIO, UYTO OHA TOXKe 3TO Cheraa,
nHave s Obl JABHO [0 CMEePTU UCIyTaJICs, KOT[la Buepa Iepel HaMu II0SBUIach JIMCa, CTOAIas Ha
KOJIEHSIX U TOBOpSIIas Ha YeloBedecKoM si3biKe!". [10JIKHO OBITh, 3TO CTaphIil AyX JINCH, KOTOPOTO S
BYEpa I10CJIal U3BUHUTHCS ¥ IIOMPOCUTD ¥ MaTepu MoKasiHUs. [[0JIKHO ObITh, OH Hallles ee, KOT/la OHa
XO[MJIa I10 Mara3uHaM C JfieIbBaiCoM.

MBI HeKOTOpOe BpeMsI OTOBIXaNlK Ha rpebHe X0IMa, II0Ka He CTaJIo IIOYTH TeMHO. bermno B3risHyB Ha
yachl, 51 ckazan: "Xopomo! [Topa roroButhcs. Jlao Tao u ocTanbHBEIE JOJIXKHE IPUUTH B JII000€
BpeMs". fI KpyKUICS U coOMPaCsi OCMOTPETHLCS, KOTHa YyTh HE BPe3asics B KOTO-TO!

4 nomatHynca Ha3an. OnpaBUBIIKUCE OT LIOKA, 1 IOCMOTpeN u BAoxHYII. "Jlao Tao?! C KaKux mop TH
nputen?!"
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