YxoH IllyaH efBa yCTPOUIICS, HO TYT XkKe BBS3ascs B feno. "OHnalH-ugeHTu(OUKATOP, KOTOPBIHM THI
IIPOCHUJI MOei momoru, OblT HakeH, OpaT!”

4 xkuBHyN. {1 Hamun emy 60Kan nuBa, Korga npocui: "Paccinabecs. He Topomuce." OH 3a0pan y MeHs
CTakKaH IIMBa U CHean IMoToK. "Bnagernen nuHTepHeT-UfeHTHUKATOPA - YMHEBIM YenoBek. OH He
IIPOBEPUJI CBOE HACTOAIIee UM, U Kax[bli [P-afgpec [ BXxoma B cUCTeMY, KOTOPHIYA MBI OTCIETUTIH,
IIpUIleN U3 HHTepHeT-Kade. MOXKHO C yBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, UTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIL TOPETIOYHBIN
aKKayHT, TakK 4To, 6010Ch, 1 He MOT'Y laTh BaM MHOTO LleHHOCTH". YoHcH ymapun no crony. "Hebeca!
Bce HenpusiTHOCTH HampacHo!" Ho s ycMexHy/Cs CKBO3b ABIM OT CUTapeTHl U 3aTuX. "Paccmabbes.
[Tycts YxaH Illyan 3aKkoHYHUT."

YxkoH IlyaH ORICTPO KUBHYI MHe U ynbIOHYICS. "Hy, 3TO HE coBceM Hu4Yero. Mul He CMOT/IM HaUTH
JINYHOCTH I10JIb30BaTelIsd YIOCTOBEPEHUS INUYHOCTH, HO 3HaeM, 0TKyHa oH! [P-agpeca Kaxawlii pas,
KOT'Tla OH BXOOUT B cucTeMy ID, ImoKa3wBalT, 4TO OH U3 ropopa Muxoy!".

"f BuXKY", - 3aBOPOKMUIT 5 U cKazas: "Hy, g 6 cKa3as, 4To 3TO He HeoxkupganHo. Ho ¢ TBouM

OO TBEPKOEHNEM, MOs orafka cOeiBaeTcs." ITocyna Obina ynoxkeHa, a HoHCH yKe Hayasl YIIUBaThCS
BCEM, 4TO MOr HauTu. "Teneps g moHsI!" OH BOCKJIMKHYJI Yepe3 poT, OJIHLIN efbl. "Bragenern
YyIOCTOBEPEHUS IMYHOCTU POLOM U3 ropofa Muxoy, a IPOHEIPIUBEIE JEMOHE TOXE 0TTyAa! 9710
CIIUIIKOM CJIy4YaiHo, 4ToOH ObITH cOBIlafieHueM! He MoxkeT ObITh, YTOOR OHM He 3Ha/IM ApyT gpyra!"

4 moTsHYyICS 3a KYCKOM CBHHOM IIeUYeHU U 3acyHYI ero cebe B poT. "BepHo. EIie ecTh cTaphiid
IIPOHEIPA, KOTOPEIY ITOMOT BBIJIEYUTH MajlburKa. B HeM TOXe eCTh YTO-TO IIOHO3PUTENIBHOE.
[Tomo3peBaio, 4To OOPOTa Majo CBsi3aHa C ero TOTOBHOCTBIO TOMOYb. MoXKeT ObITh, €CTh €ellle OfHA
MCTOPUS, 0 KOTOPOU MHI ellle He 3HaeM". "[IpocTo maiiTe MHe 3HaTh, €C/IM BaM ITOHAJOOUTCS ITOMOIIh
nouiuu..." YxoH llyad roBOpuUi, HO 1 0Tpe3asl ero BOJIHOU CcBoed pyku. "Her, - cpa3dy ckasan 4, -
Hepa3yMHO BMeIIUBATLCA B 3TOT pa3." boyee Toro, Mel roBopuM 0 geMoHax". UksH IllyaH KUBHYI
CO3HATEJIbHO U He BHICKAa3asl BO3PaXKeHUMN.

JIuap ®oH NOTAHYICS 3a 60KanoM u cupocun: "[IIusH, s BCIOMHUJ, KaK CIIBIIIAN, KakK CTaphlil Tacka
TOBOPHJI 0 T0OeMOHOCHOM KypeHuH jJacku Smoky Ha xpe0Te 2KemnToit mo4uBh. Pa3Be MBI HE JOJIKHEI
OBITH TOTOBHI K KaKMM-TO KOHTPMEPAM, KOTOpble OHM MOTYT MpUAyMaTh?" { OTBETHII KUBKOM
omoOpenusi. Ho mocye 9TOTo s mOCIEeIIHo moKayday ronosoi. "Hert. TToka ermie paHo roBoputh. [1oka
MBI MOKEM TOJILKO IIJIaHUPOBaTh. TeM He MeHee, TJIaBHBIM TeaTp BOWHHI 3[I€Ch - 3TO OUTBHI MEXKIY
JlacKaMu ¥ JMCaMU, U MHe, KaK 4eJI0BEKY, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 1 - JIOXMAThIH JTUC, MOXKET OBITh
HeymoOHO BMEIIUBATLCS CIUIIKOM IIPSIMO".

HecMmoTps Ha Mou npexXHKe HaMepeHHUs IIPOCTO IIPOrHaTh J1aCOK U IIPefoCTepedh UX OT MOMBITOK
MCII0/Ih30BaTh JTI00kIe MaHCH BO BpeMs "Kpycubena', Ka3anock, YTO B UX IJlaHaX MOXKET OBITh HEUTO
Oonbillee, YeM IIPOCTO TOIBITKA 3aBllafieTh 3eMIaMu 2KenTo-oYBeHHOT0 XpeoTa.

Bpems nposeTesno OBICTPO, YTO OBIIO MTOYTHU AECSTh, KOTMa MBI TIOKUHYJIM PecTopaH. MBI Pa3ouch ¢
UxkoH IllyaHOM Ha IepeKpecTKe U BepHYuCh B LleHTp. LleHTp OB B Ipefenax Halllel BUOUMOCTH,
KOT[ja MOU TJla3a YJIOBUJIK TEMHBIU CUNY3T cupsuiero y asepu! "Kak takoe Bo3mMoxkHO?! CMOKHU
mpourpar B 6010?! Minu nuck BEPHYIUCH 3a 04epenHo# Monbsboi 0 momomu?! Ho momoxauTe, Kak
MOXKHO TaK JIerko mobeguth CMoku?! B ero HEIHENTHEM BHfIe OH MOT OBl JIETKO JaTh CTAPOMY JlacKe



HeJlerkue BpeMeHa! 9To He momkHO OpTh CMOKHU. Ho, UTO elle 3TO MOXKeT OBITH?"

M= nocnemunyu o6paTHO B CTOPOHY Hatero LleHTpa, X&eas y3HaTh, KTo 3T0 Ob11. Hammm cepatia ¢
TPEBOTOM CTy4asy 110 Mepe TOT0, KaK MBI IPUOINKAIUCh, TIOKa BOPYT He BCTaJl CUJIYJT, ITOCHUIas
CKBO3b HAC IIIOK, YTO MHI UyTh He NMpHITHYIH! IT0 6611 YenoBek! Ho Kak MOT MyzK4HMHA XKIaTh BO3JIe
3aKpHITOr0 Mara3uHa, KOTa y Hac yxe ObUI HalleyaTaH Halll KOHTaKTHHIM HOMeD!

4 mopmormén 61uKe ¢ 0OCTOPOKHOCTHIO. K MoeMy youBIIeHHIO, YeJIOBEeK Havyall JBUTAaThCs K HaM, KOTa
yBupen Hac. Korya oH BhIIIENT U3 HaBeCca TOPTOBOTO IIeHTpa B 671eHHOM CBETe JIyHBI, Mbl HAKOHEII-TO
CMOTJIX €T0 YBUHETh. ITO OB CTapUK C OeNIBIMU CTPYSLUIMMHUCS BOIocaMu 1 60pomoii,
HAMTOMUHAIOIIKY 00pa3 60KEeCTB ¥ MyIPHIX MyAPEIOB CTapuHEL. [laxe ogexkaa, B KOTOPOH OH ObI
omeT, Obly1a gpeBHEN KUTAaWCKON OfIeKI0M C O0JIBIIMMY THHSHBIMY pyKaBaMu. IlepBast MBICIIb,
KOTOpas IpHIIIa KO MHe, Oblna: "Heyxkemu 3T0 MOKeT OBITh UCTUHHBIN BOXKOb Tucull 2KesTo-
mouBeHHOro xpebTa? Ho HeT, He ObIJIO HU IEMOHUYECKOM ayphl, HU SICHOTO BO3ayxa 60KeCTBEHHOCTH,
KOTOPHIM 00j1a/iaIu TOIbKO OeccMepTHEIE. KeM MoxKeT OBITh 9TOT CTApPUK Ha caMoM feje?"

Tenmnast yneiOKa CKpUIeia Ha CTapoM JIMIE CTapHKa, KOTOPBIM TYT 2Ke CBsI3all MajbIbl B CAJTOT.
"TIpuBeTcTBYI0 Bac, rocrnoguH lusgH! boiock, S moMXKeH U3BUHUTHCSA 3a TO, YTO B TAKOU
HEeTIOAXOMSIIUIM Yac mo3BaJj Bac!" 1 OTBETHII CTOJb XKe OPYKeTI00HbIM KeCTOM U CKa3a:
"TloxkanyiicTa, HeT HE0OXOIUMOCTH B TaKUX (GopManbHOCTSAX. Kak 51 MOTY OBITh T10JIe3eH? ITO UTO-TO
CpPOYHOE, YYUTHIBAs Yac Ballero Bu3uTa?" B oTanune 0T MOUX OBYX CIIyTHUKOB, ITOJIE3HBINA JfeIbBalc
yKe OTKpHIBaJI IBEPh, 3aCTaBJIsAsl HAC BOUTH.

"[laBaiiTe IIOTOBOPUM BHYTPH, JOPOTOU CIP", - CKa3ajl I CTApUKy U IIPOBOLUII €r0 BHYTPb.
"TloxanyicTa," OH YKOJIOJNCS, OYeHb CUJIBHO, K MOeMy orop4yeHuio! "MoxkeM N1 MBI HE pa3roBapuBaTh
HOPMAaJIbHBEIM, IOBCEJHEBHBIM I3bIKOM BMECTO TaKOI'0 YTOHUEHHOI'0 MaHbepu3ma?!"

TeM He MeHee, HeCMOTPSI Ha 0ECIIOKOMCTBO, S 3aMEeTHU/I Ha PO30BHIX I[eKaxX CTapuKa HaMeK Ha
0eCroKONCTBO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH U30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCs 9TO CKPHITh. [loHMMast, 4TO eMy
MOKeT IIOHaJ00UTLCSI CPOYHAs IIOMOIIIh, I IIPONYCTUT OORIYHEIN 00BIYali 3aBapuBaTh 4ali, @ BMECTO
3TOTO U3BJIEK M3 XOJIOAUIbHIKA OaHKY C KOJIOH. f IIOJI0OKUII ee Ha CTOJI ¥ CIIPOCHIL: "HeM MBI MOXKeM
Tebe 1oMoub, cTapuk?". CTapuK BHITAIIU MaJeHbKYI0, MPaMOPHYIO KOJIOYy ¥ PacCTETHYI ee.
HeMmepnenHo 13 OYTHUIKYA pa3MepoM C 0OJIbINOM Maiel] TUXO BhIIesN [IhIMYaThii!

"Yro 3a uept?!" 4 4yThH HE pa3MbUI. Bomock Ha Moeil pyKe cpa3y CTOSI/IM, KaK UT0JIKH, TaK KaK MOU
YM YCHJTUJICS [0 ITMKOBOM OOAPOCTH OT MaJieHbKOM BOPUJIMBOCTH, KOTOPYIO S MCIIBITHIBAII ITOCTIE
BBEINTMBKY U y&KUHa ¢ Yxk9H [llyanoMm. "Ho mogoxKauTe, OH HU B KOEM CJiy4yae He Bpar, MHaye OH He
no3Boyius 661 CMOKM BepHYThCS K HaM". Berneiii B3risig Ha CMOKM CKa3al MHeE, UTO OH OYeHb cJial, u
OonblIiast 4aCTh €r0 MaHH OBbIla U3PacXogoBaHa. f cpa3y ke BHITAIMMII CBOM [Iyx ['ypm u BepHYI B
Hero Cmoku. HaGmiomaB 3a BceM, CTapuk, HaKOHeIl, CHOBa 3aroBopui: "Ellle pa3 mpolry mpolieHus,
rocnoguH [lusH, 3a no3guuy 4ac". 4 kuBHyn. "UeM Mory nomous, ctapuk?" f caosa nosropuscs. Ho
CTapuK 3aTHuX, KakK OyATo 60POJICS C MBICIIBIO O TOM, YTOOHI JOBEPUTHCS HaM. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, OH
ckasain: "4 - ['opHoe BoxkecTBo, KOTOpoe KOHTponupyet xpebeT 2KenToi moussl". MeHs 30ByT CTapoe
U IpeBHee, 0 ueM, 60I0Ch, BB, BO3MOXKHO, He Clhianu. Ho s u3Becten mo umenu Jlao Tao
(6ykBanbHo, CTapoe [1ao)".



"TIOOOXKIOUTE!" d cHOBa uyTh He 3akpuyas Bcayx: "Tal JTao Tao?!" 3To uMs g KOTHa-TO CHIBILIAII,
XOTSI HUKOTIa He 0XKHU[all YCIIbIIIaTh eT0 ceryac, U3 BCeX BpeMEH. Bo BpeMsi Halllel IepBOM BCTPedn
¢ Mactepom llleCTHIM OH MOKOPHUJI TACKMHOT'0 AEMOHA U MCTUTEJIBHOTO AyXa, KOTOPHIU IEPEPOAUTICS
B KOIIKy. Torga MacTtep CUKC IPOSIBUJI CHUCXOXeHNEe K BUHOBHUKY, TaCKUHOMY OE€MOHY, U
IIpUKa3aJl eMy UCKaTh CYIIHOCTh 1of Ha3BaHueM Jlao-Tao Ha xpeOTe 2KeénToi mousel. "Bei 1 Jlao
Tao, 0 koTopoM Torma roBopuil Mactep CUKC, OeNUCTBUTENIbHO 3TUM cTapukoMm?!" OngaTh Ke, 9TO
00BSICHSIET OTCYTCTBUE KAaKOU-TH0O0 IeMOHUYECKOM Uy 00KeCTBEHHOM aypkl, IOTOMY 4TO ['OpHEBIE
BozxkecTBa Bpsif v OBUTM TeMOHAMU, U BCe XK€ OHU BPsS i1 Oblu 6eCCMepPTHBIMHU, 0671aJar0uMu
HeroOenuMoii cuno 1 Maruei. "HeynuBuTenbHo, 4yTo Mo¥ [[yx B3rmsm HU4Yero He B35/ B CBOU

pyku!"

Tem He MeHee, OBITIO TOJIBKO 0JIaropa3yMHO, YTO S YCTAaHOBUII HEKOTOPHIE JOOPOCOBECTHOCTH; C TOU
JKe BeXKJIMBOCTBIO, C KOTOPOM 51 MOT coOpathcs, s crpocuit: "Ilosararo, BH - JIao [lao ¢ 2Kenro-
3eMesbHOro xpedTa, 0 KoTopoM roBopun Mactep lllects? Most morapgka Oblyia TOATBEPKOECHA €T0
KpPaTKUM KMBKOM M KOPOTKUM OTBETOM: "[leMCTBUTENBHO, 1 - 3T0 0OH". HO ero nmpucyTcTBue ceiidyac u
UCTOIIeHNe MaHbl CMOKM TOJIBKO YCYTYOUIM MPaYyHOCTh 3TOM MO30HEel HOYHOM BCTpeuu. ['opHEIe
002KeCcTBa, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHM OECCMEPTHHI C OTHOCUTENLHO O0see c1abbIMU CUIaMU M Marueu,
obnagany OOJBIIMM 3HAYeHUEM U aBTOPUTETOM. OHM OBIJI BO TJIaBe BCEX CYIIECTB, KOTOPHIE XOOUIIH
ux 0671acTy; 6yab TO IeMOHBI WM 3BEPH, OYXU UITH CIIPAMTHI, KaXIoe XKMBOe CYIIeCTBO B 3TON
obyacty oTBeTUN Ha HUX. "OH 3[Iech U3-3a KPU3KCA, C KOTOPLIM [laXkKe OH He MOT CIIPaBUThLCS caM?"

omxkHO OBITh, Y MEHS Ha JIKIle TOSIBUIIUCH COMHEeHUSs, 160 I'opHoe BoxkecTBO 00BSICHUIO €T0 BU3UT,
cka3aB: "CeromHs yTpoM KO MHe Ipuiyia 6aHfa JIaCKOBEIX 110 BOIpocy Tepputopuu". "IloHsTHO. U3-
3a MO€ro KOoTa-gyXa, OHU He CMOTJIM B3STh €r0 CUJION, I09TOMY OHM IIPOCAT Bac BMeltaTthca?" "Hert,"
TI02KUJI0M OOT ITOKayasl roJIOBOM, K MOeMY yauBieHUo, "OHU MIPUIIUIA KO MHE C TBOUM OYXOBHBIM
KoToM. OHU MOCTyNuIM OBl CO MHOM Tak Ke, KaK OHHU ITOCTYIIUIIX C BaIllUM [yXOM KOTa, eclii OBl g He
mesnan, Kak oHu XOTAT". bomee TOro, OHU XOTEeNH, YTOOH 5T TOXKE CTaJl BECTHUKOM; BEPHYTH TYXOBHOTO
KOTa ¥ CKa3aTh BaM CJIefyIolllee: T1UCH UMEIT 3a CIIMHOM BaCc B Ka4eCTBE CBOEU CUJIBHOU MOAAEPXKKH,
HO TaK JKe, KaK ¥ OHH. JIaCKM MOKJISIINCh 00POTHCS [0 KOHITa. Kak 2KaJb, 94T0, HECMOTPSI Ha MOe
1oJioXKeHue, 1 6eccusieH MpoTuB Hux. A 60I0Ch, YTO Jaxe s HUYEro He CMOT'Y CHOesaTh, eCIHU JTaCKu
INEeNCTBUTENLHO OYOYT UMETh CUIILHOTO ¥ MOIIHOTO 6/1arofeTenisi, KOTOPHIM ITIOMOXKET UM...".

Omucatb cebs "OeccunbHEIM" O0JIbIIE TIOX0XKEe Ha ITpeyBendeHue; Kak I'opHoe 60xkecTBo, JIao Tao
[OJI2KEH UMEeTh CBOM METOABL U CUJIBI, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO Bj1aCTh. C OMHOM CTOPOHEI, MEHS
nopnepxuBanu Mactep Illects u Otel, HO JIao Tao, HOMXKHO OBITE, IIOHSJ, YTO JTacKu Muxkoy
IOJIKHBI UMETh MOIIHYIO IIOMOIIh CaMH 110 ce0e, T03TOMY OH YCTYIIHIL...

Tem He MeHee, He OBIIIO APYTOr0 MYyTH, KPOMe KaK MPOMOJIKUTh IYTh, II0 KOTOPOMY MBI LITJIH.
YnriouyBmmcs JIao Tao, s ckasan: "OTgeixaliTe CIIOKOWHO, CTAphIM C3p. MBI MpUMeEM BHI30B JIACKU U
TOXKe He coaguMcs'!
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