— ATMOC(bepa 30€eCh TaK U IIPOIINTaHa XKaJHOCTBIO XU A T9YHOCTEIO. beccMuICcIEHHO IIpATAaTh BCE 3TO 3a
MackKamu. Bce PAaBHO ACHO, 9TO IIOA HUMU JIMIIb 3d2KPaBIINECsA CBUHBY, KOTOPBIM IIOBE3JI0 POOUTLECA B
OoraTeix CEMbX, U IIO3TOMY OHHM HHU K YEMY He CTPEMATCA, OThedasa CBOE 6pIOXO Ha OCTaHKaX...

[To ynumam GpomumIH JIIOOY B HOPOTUX Hapsimax u Mackax. Cyns mo omexpe, oHu OyqTo Ity Ha 6ai u
[IBUTAJIKCh B ODHOM HAIIPaBIIEHUH.

— Hapogy 3gecs MHOrOBaTO. Kpome TOTo, eciiu OLieHUBaTh UX 10 HapsgaM, 37eCh JIIOAU He TOJIbKO U3
CTONHUIBL. APHCTOKPATHI, AKAIOHIIE, 0geXabl KoponeBcTBa Yparuimi... BumuMo, HEKOTOPBIE U3 HUX
IPUOBIIYM M3 COCETHUX CTPAH.

IIHeM IleHTpanbHyIo0 yIully KaHTHOaHa IepemosHsIIN TOPTOBIIH, a Telnepb 00bSBUINCE eIlle COTHU
JIIofied, IBHO MPUHAMJIEXaBIINUX K OBOPSIHCTBY. A banna Kamukan3e BHICTPOMIIACH 110 CTOPOHAM,
BHHUMATEILHO Ha0II0ast 3a IpHUIleauuMu. YTo 3a Y4epTOBIIUHA 30eCh TBOPUTCS?

— Wnu 3a HUMH.
— Vry.

VIMeHHO 110 3TO¥ MpUYKHEe MHe Hafo OBIJIO MPUKPHITH JIUIIO Macko#. K c4acThio, MeCTHbIE TOPTOBIIHI
IIpojiaBajii ¥ MacKu, ¥ OYKH, ¥ IpyTHUe IPeaMeThl, ClIOCOOHBIE TPUKPHITH JTUI0. HaBepHOE, KakK pa3
IJIS1 TeX, KTO IIpHUIIeN HETOATOTOBJIEHHBIM.

[Tomo6Has MpeAnpUHUMATEIbCKAs KUJIKa MEeHs BIeYaT/InIa. B o01meM HeCMOTpPst Ha TO, YTO
6e3BKyCcHOro Oapaxiia 3[iech XBaTaJjo, s Hallesl s ceOs MOAXOASAIYI0 BEeIIUIly — 0YKH, YTO OOBIYHO
MCITI0/Ih30BaIMCh PAO0OYHMMH Ha ITaXTax [JIs 3aIUTHI IJIa3.

KpacHas ompaBa C KeJITEIMU JIMH3aMU. BRITISAgeN 094K KPYTO, IT0O3TOMY 51 UX KYIUJ, OOHAKO CTOUIIH
OHM [IeCSITh THICSY. [[0BOJILHO IOPOTO.

TakuM 06pa3oM, y MEHSI OCTAIOCh TOJIBKO ABaAIATh TEICTY. Haio Bcephe3 3amyMaThCs Hal CBOUMU
cOepexeHUusIMH. ..

— B mo6om criydae, maBai yKe y3HaeM, B UeM TYT AEI0.
PemuB 1151 Hayasla yOOBIIETBOPUTh CBOM MHTEPEC, I Hafell 0YKU U IIPUCOEIUHUIICS K IIOTOKY JIIOAEH.

— Ox, moporoii, TH yBepeH, 4To Bce OymeT B mopsinke? CKOIBKO pa3 Thl y4aCTBOBA/ B TaKUX
coOrITUSIX? KpoMe TOro, ero opraHu3yioT Kakue-T0 MeJIKie TOJI0BOPE3HL.

— Xa-xa-xa, He Gecnokoiics. Munuctp Tullys TIIaTEIbHO CIEAUT 3a FOPOMOM, 3eck 6e30macHo.
— H-HO paHbIe 3a BCe 0TBeYaand B3POCIEIE. ..

— Bce xopomro. Ckopee, 6e3 Maduu Tak maxe mpoie. Eciu mo3xe CIyYUTCS HEUTO HETATUBHOE,
BPOJIe BLIMOTATENTbCTBA WIIM N3OUEHUS, OT 3TUX ITapHel n30aBUTHCS OyIeT O4eHb JIETKO.

[Tapa apuCTOKPATOB, PSIMOM C KOTOPEIMHU ST OKA3aJICs, Bejla CBOM Pa3roBOp, U s IMIPUHSIJICS
OCMAaTpPHBATh MECTHOCTb.

Cob6riTue?.. Aykunon? Tak UK HHAYE...

— 3HauuT, MUHUCTP THUILY3 TOXKe 3aMelllaH...



MI/IHI/ICTp 3aHUMaJICS MOJIMTUKON I/IMHepI/II/I YZXKe JaBHO, U HECKOJIBKO Pa3 B JETCTBE A MazKe BUOE]I
€ro Ha IPUBETCTBEHHEIX Be4YepPaX. BHell1He OH BBHITISOEN OOBOJIBHO 1106p0,uy1.uH0, HO MHE€ OH BCeTra
Ka3aJICAd IIOJO03PUTEJILHBIM.

— Yt0 MeHs Gonblre 6eCOKOuUT... T 2Ke caM MHe TOBOPHUJI, Aa? Y opaa Xupo He caMble JIy4dIIne
BIIEYATJIEHHUS OT 9TOTO TOPOMa. [0BOPUIIH, OH y2Ke Pa300pasiCsi C MECTHHIMHU MTOAMOIbHBIMU
OpTraHU3alUSIMH.

— XM-M, TI0 KpailHel Mepe, CETOofHS PO 3Ty Ipo0eMy MOKHO 3a0bITh. Bumuinb 1, Xupo ceidac
3aHST ITOMCKAMU CBOET0 HU3KOCOPTHOTO ChIHA, KOTOPHIHM cOexkal U3 oMa U 0TKa3asiCs OT CBOET0
moinral

f He mpuCIymMUBAaCsg, OGHAKO He MOT He YCIBIaTh OTTOJIOCKH MX pa3rosopa. Y Korga o= nepemen K
3TOU TeMe, apUCTOKPATHl BOKPYT BCIIOJIOIIUIIUCH.

— O, g ToXe 3TUM MHTepecoBasics. Eciu He omm0aick, 3TO TPOU3OIIIO BO BPeMs OUTBHI B
HWmMnepckou AKageMuu.

— Crnnlman, ero TIYTBIM CEIHOK 00N TPSI3bI0 Tepos Iepefl BceMu 3PUTENSIMU U cOexkall...

— Xa-xa. ITycTtb o u mobenun Benukoro Koposis meMOHOB, B OTIMYHME OT HAc, 671ar0CIOBIEHHBIX
0J1arOPOOHBIM POZIOM, B €T0 JKHUJAX TeUeT KPOBb OOBIYHOTO ITPOCTOIIOANHA.

— Maawm Takas ke, BepHO? Pa3 o0a poguTesst MPOCTOMIOOUHEL, X peOeHOK TOXKe CTaJl ODHUM U3 HUX.
HeynouBuTenbHO, YTO OHU TakKue HEyJaYHUKU.

— Korpma ux napgmmmii celH cOexkall, OHM OpOCHUIM CBOM 00SI3aHHOCTH Mepe[l CTPAaHOM, MPEeAIoYTsS UM
JMUYHbIe HHTepeckl. CKopee BCETo, UX JIUIIAT IOTHOMOYH.

— WMnepckue PrIllapu IOBOIBHO HA30MIMBEL B CBOMX AEWCTBUSX. UTO HAM [Ie/aTh, €CIIH OH
TIOTIRITAETCS PA3PYILIUTL 3TO MECTO?

— Hy, moka Mbl B 6e3onacHoCTH, He Tak nu? Korga Xupo u MaaM CKUHYT C UX MECT, fiella MUHUCTPa
Tuiys nougyT B ropy.

Tak... MoXXHO MHe Bac U30UTh?
— IIpekpaTtu, Malb4uK.

— H-HO Bepp...

— U Bce xe.

Onwu He 3HaNX 060 MHe aGCOIIOTHO HUYET0, ONHAKO B BEIPAXKEHUSIX HUYYTh HE CTECHSIIUCE. 5 efBa
CePKHUBAJICS, YTOOHE HE OTBECUTh STUM CTAPHIM YOIIIOIKaM Iapy IHHKOB, HO TpaiHap MeHs
OMIEPHYIL.

— Tvl HE OOUH U3 3TUX OTMOPO3KOB. EC/IM KMHENILCS Ha HUX, 9TO JaXe HeJb3sl OyoeT CYUTaTh ApaKoi
WM cpaxeHueM. f yuun Tebs He A7 TOro, 4YTOOBI THl pa3MaxuBaJjl IOMYCTY KylaKaMu 110 JTI000My
TI0BOTLY.

— OM...

— B rnazax mromedt TH JefCTBUTENBbHO najl. Temneps ke HaOepruch CMeIOCTH, IPU3HAN U CMUPUCH.



[ymeid ChIH, OCKOPOMBIINY CBOUX POOUTENEN U cOeXaBIIUK U3 CTONUIIEL. BOT KTO Temeps Ipc
JlarauH. BoT KeM MeHSI CYUTaNH, ¥ 3TO IIOCTIe CTOJIBKUX YCUIINM, BIIOKEHHBIX B TDEHUPOBKH C
Tpairapom. [lepsMo...

— X0-X0-X0, TAaKOM IOHHIH, a y2Ke y4acTBYellb, a? Thl y:ke ObIBaj Ha MOOOOHBEIX COOBITHSIX?
— A?!

¢ olrapaiieHHo OTISHYJCS. d COBCEM He OXKHMal, YTO KTO-TO MEHST OKJIMKHET, II03TOMY YOUBIIEHHO
o0epHYyICs U yBUMEN mepen coboil CeqoBIacoro CTaprka ¢ MaCKou B Bume 6a00YKM U B KUMOHO
II>xamoHa. B ero pyke nexkamna TPOCTh, a Ha rybax urpana goodpas yibiOKa.

— 9-3-3, HeT, 4...
— Ox, npomty npoieHus. 5 BuepBble Ha TAKOM MEPONPUATUHN. 30BA MeHsI MUIy9MOH.

Ecnu 651 51 o0o1mencs ¢ HUM rpy0o, 9T0 OIpefeleHHO BHIIATIOCH OBl B Ky4y JIUITHUX XJIONOT, II03TOMY
s penmuyi 6bICTPO OOMEHSITHCS C HUM [1apoil CJI0B ¥ OTOUTH Kyna-HuOynb mogassbile. Tak g gyMal...

— OM-M, 14, 4...

— Xo-xo0, n3BuHHU. Kak g yxKe ckasall, s 30eCh B IEPBLIY pa3, TaK YTO 3aBECTU Pa3TrOBOP C APYTUMHU
apuCTOKpaTaMu MHe OBIJIO TPYOHO, II03TOMY 5 He cepzKaics u oOpaTuics K Tebe.

C oTUMHM CII0BaMH OH MSTKO y'J'IbI6Hy.TICH. XO0Th OH, KaK U OCTaJIbHEIE, TOXKE IIpuInes Croga C
OHpeHeHeHHOI;I OEeJIbI0, €ro aypa CHUJIbHO OTJIIXYalaCh OT aypP OCTAJIbHEBIX. KpOMe TOr'o, B OTJIIMYHE OT
AJI9YHBIX B3TJIAOO0B OPYTUX YYdCTHUKOB, €TI0 I'/la3a He BRISEIBAJIA Y MEHA HUKAKOI'O OTTOPZXKEHNA.

— MMm-M?

TpaliHap BHUMATEJIBHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CTapyukKa ¥ HaXMyPHUJIC.

— JtoT GesNbl cTaper...

TrI ero 3uaerns, TpaiHap? OH Xe IBHO He OORIYHEIN CTapHK, BEPHO?

Tak unu uHa4e, aypy BOKPYT HETo OBIJIO TPYIHO OMKCATh. BHEIIHE OH BRITJISAEN KaK OOBIYHBIN
TIOXKUJION MyKYMHA, OHAKO IIPOU3BOAMI TEIJIOE U Pacliojaraolilee BleyaTIeHUe, COUeTaeMoe C
BEJINYECTBEHHOCTHIO U BHYIIUTEIEHOCTHIO.

— Crapmmui, KTO BBI?

— CmpamuBaTh 0 TUYHOCTY APYT APyra B TAKOM MECTe - He CaMOe Pa3yMHOe PellleHre, BEPHO?
Ckaxy JIUIIb, YTO HE CTOUT B UYeM-TO MEHS I0J03PeBaTh. 51 MPOCTO TOProBel KpemoM u3 [IKamoHa.

Kpemnom? Yto 3T0 Takoe?

— ThI TOXKE 30€eCh Bl'IepBbIe? THI HE BHITTISAOUIIDL IIPUBLIYHBIM K HOJIOGHBIM 3PeJIrIIaM. TBOM rnasa Tak
N CUAI0T 3a 3THMHU O4YKaMH... XOpOIl[O.

CTapI/IK BHHMATEJIbHO OKHHYIJI B3TJIAO0M MO€ JIUIIO.

— Ox, e11e pa3 mpoiny npoieHus. He 0co00 MpUATHO CBIIATh TaKWE PeUr OT CTPAHHOT'O CTapUKa,
na? K coxaneHuio, B MOeM BO3pacTe He YacTo ygaeTcs mobeceoBaTh C 3aHUMATEIbHBIMU JETbMU



HOBOU 9PHI. C TeMH, KTO CUSET dApde, 9eM BCe JIIOOM IIPOIIJIOTro, X 3TO IIPOCTO HE MOZXKET MEHS HE
HMHTEepeCOBaTh.

— Crapmui...

— MecTHas MoJoneXs... Pa3ymeeTcs, He mymalo, YTO OHA IIPOTHUJIA, OOHAKO CBET B UX IJla3ax
TIOTYCKHEJI, ¥ B HUX 51 BUXKY Tedasnb. OHU BBITAIXA U3 HOPMaJIbHOM XKU3HU U CMUPUIUCE. HO TH HE
Takou. B Tebe coxpaHunIach YUCTOTA, U THI ellle He MOTePsiH. Thl 6/TyKaaellb, IEITAsiCh HAUTH CBOM
nyTh. Y THI MOXKeIIb CTaTh KEM YTONHO.

He YYUTEIBAAd BpaTaHa, g COBCEM He 0XKH[aJl, YTO HE3HaKOMEI] TaK CXOay Caejla€T MHE KOMIIJIMMEHT,
IIO3TOMY A HEMHOI'O CMYTHIICA. A ero q)paaa, 4YTO s MOTY CTaTh K€M YIrOgHO, MEHs BOOXHOBHUJIA.

— Tem He MeHee, 4TO B IOJOOHOM MeCTe fejlaeT TaKo# IOHBIN apeHs? Bpsid T TH HHTEPECYeIlbCst
CKOPBIM COOBITHEM...

3HAYUT, Mo4YeMy 5 3mech? M3-3a ciay4asi ¢ TOM AeBYIIKOM S TOHMUMAJI, YTO OYeHb IIJI0X0 Pa30upaioch B
JIIOOAX.

— Crapuuii, s He U3 3TOTr0 ropopa. MHe mpocTo G510 TF0GOIBITHO, YTO 30ECh MPOUCXOOUT. 5 maxe
He 3Halo, YTO MHe JiefiaTh. 4 cibiian 06 ayKImoHe, OOHAKO...

— MMm-M?

— Kopoue roBopsi, MHe 0CTaBayioCh TOIBKO MIPUCOEAUHUTHCS K OCTAJIbHEIM U TIOCMOTPETh. MOXKeT,
KaK-HUOYOb 51 OTHIIY BEPHBIH My Th.

Koneuno, He TO YTOOHI 51 OOBEPSAII 3TOMY CTAPHKY. KpOMe TOT'0, S HU KaIlJIX HE COJIT'dJI ¥ TOBOPHUII
TOJIBKO IIPDaBOy.

— CrpanHo... Ecoiu TH He U3 3TOT0 TOPOJa U He 3HAEeIllb, YTO MPOUCXOJUT, TOUeMy UHTEPECYeIIbCs?

[ToyeMy - BOT eIUHCTBEHHHIH Bompoc. [Tpexne Bcero, s He UMeJT HUKAKOT0 OTHOILEHUS K
IIPOUCXOMsIIEeMY. B 0CHOBHOM, s co6UpasCcs TOJILKO MUMOXOIOM 3arjITHYTh B TOPOA U Pa3fnoO0bITh
IIeHer, TaK YTO MHE COBCEM He XOTeJIOCh BCTPeBaTh B HEIIPUSATHOCTH.

Torga nouemy? IToToMy uTO Tak ckasan TpaitHap? He coBceM. MHe u camMoMy OBLIIO HHTEPECHO, YTO
3TO 3@ ayKUMOH. Tak UK MHaue, DaHHOe COOBITHE SBHO IPOBONUIIOCH B TEHHU, U 5 JOTAJLIBAJICS, UTO
ayKI[MOH He3aKOHHHIN. TeM He MeHee, CPHIBATh €T0 y MeHs He ObII0 HUKaKuX npuduH. Ho g Bce xe

3mech. MHaye roBops...

— Mou nopy3bs y4aCTBYIOT, ¥ MHE TOXEe 3aX0TeJIOCh.
Mou cnoBa Ipo3ByYany npeneabHo eCTECTBEHHO.

Ipy3bs? KTo? BpaTan? Mul opanuch, BHIIUIYN, TaHIIeBAlIX U pa3BieKanuch. Ham GbII0 Becero...
MoxeT, BOT [Ji1 4Yero HyXKHEI APYy3bs?

— Xo-x0, sicHO. Ho, maxe ecnu T BCTaHEIb B 0Yepe[ib, B UTOTE€ BCE PABHO MPHUAETCS IMPOXOTUTh
IIPOBEPKY U IIJIATUTH 3a BXO[I.

— C-cepre3Ho?

— Xa-x, magHo. [Touemy 6bl TeOe He IPUCOENUHUTHCS KO MHE, M MBI BMECTE BOMIEM BHYTDPbH?



— 9-3-3...

MeHs HEMHOT0 CMYTHJIO €T0 3aMedaHue, a CTapuK, KOTOPOTO g BIIEPBLIE BCTPETUJI, PaCCMeSJICS U
6e3 KoneOaHUM BLHIIBUHYII CBOE IpefioxkeHne. PadymeeTcs, st Obln OBl TPU3HATENEH, eCTu OBl OH
IIOMOT MHe BOUTH, HO...

— O’HNHKHO, BH 37eCh?

B cnepyroiuit MOMEHT K HaM HallpaBUIACh Tapa MyXKYKWH B MacKax, MPOTAJIKKUBASICh CKBO3b TOJIIY.
OHH 3Ba/lM 3TOTO CTAapHKa?

— O’HUHKHO, g OBl OB IIpU3HAaTEeJIEeH, €CIIN OBl BB IIPpEKpPaTUii XOOUTh, Kyod BaM 3aX04eTCs.
— Bu1 3acTaBuM HAc 6ECIIOKOUTHCS.

IIBoe 00 BSIBUBIIMXCS MYX4YUH OBLIN OOETHl B KKUMOHO, 4 BOT BUTaBIIasd BOKPYI' HUX aypa... CnoxHO
CKa3arThb...

— X0-X0, IPOILY IIPOLIEeHU.
— Bce B mopsgke. { xoTen BaM JOI0XKUTh.
— Yro?

— HepmaBHO s 3aMeTHIT KOE-KOT'0, — OJUH U3 HUX MPUHSJICSA TUX0 60pMoTaTh. — CeMbs CTOYK...
noys... [HInHOOY...

— Yrt0?! [Touemy oHa B 3TOM ropope? BuiTe He MoxkeT! Kak xXe ocTaibHbEIE, OHU TOXKeE?..
— TlousTtus He uMmeto. B mo6om cnydae, O’'MHKHO, He OTXOOUTE OT Hac.

HpI/IGHI/I3I/IBIHI/ICB K YXy CTapPHKa, 9€JIOBEK YTO-TO €My IIPOIIEIITAll, ¥ TIMIO0 CTaPUKa YOUBIIEHHO
BBITSAHYJIOCB.

YTO IPOUCXOOUT?
— Kcratu, O’'MiHKHO, 4TO 3TO 3a ITapeHb?
BTropo# MyzK4uHa C BOIPOCOM IIOCMOTPEJ Ha MeHs. A CTapuK...

— X0-x0-x0. Ammcoty-caH, Kecy-caH, 9T0 AUTS IPUCOEIUHUTHCI K HAM B KA4eCTBE MOET0
KOMIIaHLOHA.

—A?.

Cxka3zaB, CTapyK YJIbIOHYJICS.
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