HeckonbK0 9acoB cnyCTsa DHTO OTKPHLUI IOPTAJl B MUP MeXay Mupamu B ['maBHOM Tprome "daHTOMa".
[Tpumuino BpeMs BEPHYTH K xku3Hu Mutpy Cypuk, U3THaHHUIY [XKefaeB, 3a0paB ee Teo.

PeBaH, MacTep ,HYKy U JHTO YCTAaBHUIIKNCh Ha YEPHYIO MaCCy I1epeq HuUMH.

Baiinuu Oblyla Ha 3a[ilHEM IJIaHe, HAOII0Oas 3a HUMHM, II0Ka OHA cuesa Ha ronose apouma T3 Utilities.
- VBupumcs, pebsitTa, KOT[a BEl BEPHETECH, - CKa3ajla OHa, He 00513aTeIbHO XKeJjlasi BO3BPAIAThCs B TO
MeCTO, KOTOpoe BepHYyJo ee K Hateme. HecMOTpst Ha TO, KakK BeCeJI0 OHU ITPOBEJIU BPeMsi, OHa
HUKOTZA He X0TeJla BO3BPAIAThCS Tyaa.

OHTO MMOBEPHYJI TOJI0BY, YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETh Ha Hee, Ipexkje YeM KUBHYTh, IIOHUMAas ee YyBCTBa.
ManbumK gaxe He K0neOsich MIarHyJl Biepel, B TO MeCTo, KOTopoe OBIIO 3allyTaHo BO BpEMEHH U
IIPOCTPAHCTBE. 3aTEM [IBa MacTepa-IXKenas MoCIefoBaId 3a MaJIbYUKOM B ITPOXO[I, KOTOPHIM OH
co3mail.

I'masa [IyKy OBIJTM ITMPOKO PACKPHITH, KOTa OHU BOIUIM B IIoMelleHue. TeMHOTa Oblia MPUSTHRIM
IIPUKOCHOBEHHMEM, PYHUYECKHE CUMBOJIBI, 3BYKH ¥ 9X0 IIPOIIIOTO0. 3[eCh OBIJIO U TEIJI0, U XOJIOTHO.

Ero BHMMaHUe IIepeMecTUIIOCh Ha PeBaHa, KOTOPHIM OCTABaJICS COCPENOTOUYEHHBIM TOIBKO Ha OMHOM
IIeJIH.

- XM... - [IyKy IIOIIeNl 3a HUMH, BIJIAbIBAsCh B APyTUe OBEPHU, BeAyllne B pa3HbIe MecTa.

9T0 MecTo MOXKHO ObLI0 OBl MCIIONIH30BATh KaK 0€3yIpeyHyio GopMy TPaHCIIOPTUPOBKHU U3 OHOTO
MecTa B apyroe. OTIpaBnsiiTech B ONWH KOHEI] TaJlaKTUKHU, TaKOM KakK MIiyM, 1 BEPHUTECH B XpaM
IXKemaeB KOPYCKaHTa B MTHOBEHUE OKa.

3aTeM ero B3TJISA[ IePeMeCTHUICS Ha ABEPHOM IIPOeM, U3 KOTOPOTO OH YCJIBIIIal 3HaKOMBIN T'0JI0C.
[TpuoTkpeiB poT, HyKy yBUOEN GUTYpPYy, KOTOpPasi, Ka3anoch, Obljla eT0 CeCTPOM, CheXKUBIIENCS Y HOT
O[T CUIY9TOM TEMHOM (PUTYPHI B IITAllle.

- XM... - IPOTSIHYB PYKY BIIEPeN, OH OCTAHOBUJICS U TIOKayasl rojioBoi. Eciu 6kl OH MCIIOIH30BaJl CUITY,
YyTOOBI BEI3BATH CBOIO CECTPY B MUP MEXKAY MUpPaMH, 3T0 Obl moKa3asno Japty Cuguycy myTh B
11apCcTBO. ITO OBUIO HE TO, YET0 OH XOTEJI UM B UeM HyxKpaancs. Ero riasa o6paTunuch K OHTO, OH
XOT€JI OTHATh BCE B PYKH 3TOT0 MajbuyuKa. [103TOMY B KOHIIE KOHIIOB [IyKY ONYCTHUII PYKY H
IIPOMIOJIZKHUJI CJIEJOBATh 3a APYTMM MacTePOM-IKEaeM B MOJIOIEIM IIOPOCTKOM.

B cnepytormue HeCKOIBKO MUHYT 3peJIuille, KOTOPOe OHU YBUEIH, OBITIO OIIEeIOMIISIOIIUM.

Eme ogun PeBaH CTOSIT Ha KOJIEHSX mepeq 1opmoM CHTOB, OCTATKKM MOJIHMHM HCKPHUIIMCEH Ha €ro
OpOHMPOBAHHEIX OfiexkaaxX ¥ Macke. OH ObUT MCKaJleueH, mobexmeH. ITo ObUT uMIepaTop CHUTOB,
BBIXBATHLIBAIOIINH Ca0III0 ¥ IIOOHUMAIOIIUY ee Hall TOJI0BOM.

PeBaH, eMMHCTBEHHHIM B MUPE MeXOy MApaMH, CxKaJl KyJlaku, HaOmogas 3a IIPOUCXOASIIIIM.

Ipyrou Ilosenutens Cutos, bud, CTOAI B HECKOJIBKUX MeTpax 1o3agu MUTpHL, ero CBeTOBOM MeY
OB B pyKe, KOT'7la OH Hayasl MpuOnIuKaThCs K Hell. 9To OBLIO0 IMpefaTeIbCTBO, KOTOPOE MTOI0KUIIO0
KOHEIl paHHEMY YHUUYTOXeHUI0 CUTXOB.

MuTpa MeTHya CBOM CBETOBOM MeU, CBePKaIOIIUi Tony0oi KIMHOK, 1 METHYJIA ero C TOMOIIbI0
cunbl. OH OBIJT HalIpaBJIeH NIPSIMO B OpyXKHKe UMIIepaTopa, OTpaxas CMepTeIbHYI0 aTaky. 3aTeM,
KOTIIa ee OpyXkue BepPHYJIOCh K Hell, aKTUBHPOBAJIOCh IPYTOe OPYXKHUE.



KpaCHOG Jie3BUe IIPOH3UJIIO €€ CIINHY. Ee cBeTOBOI M€Y OTKIIIOUMJICS U C I'POXOTOM YyIIaJl Ha II0JI,
BKATUBIINXCE IIPAMO B IIOPTAJI IIepea HUMH. Ona ocTaHOBMIACH Y HOT JHTO, HO OHHU 3TOT'0 HE
3aMETHIIN.

Cepntie PeBaHa ymanio, KOrjfia OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK HCYE3aeT UX CBS3b, UX XKU3Hb. [ IS0, KaK TPYII
€ro CTaporo Apyra 6e3:XM3HEHHO MafaeT Ha 3eMJII0, OH OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY.

OH 3Ha, 3a4eM IIpUuuIes, ojad 4ero IMpuiliesl, 1 BCe &Ke 02KHugaJl 3TOrO... OH He 3HaJ, 4TO 6YI[8T TaK
00JILHO CMOTPETH, KaK 3TH COOBITHS IIOBTOPAIOTCA CHOBaA KU CHOBaA.

Korga Bu4, YMCTOKPOBHBIM CUTX, ITepeIIarHyy Yepe3 Tpyn MUTPHI, OH IPUONIU3UIICS K UMIIePaTOPy U
OMyCTHIICS Tepel HUM Ha KOJeHHU. PaCKphIBasi CBOIO IBYJIMYHOCTh ¥ UCTUHHYIO TPEeJaHHOCTh CHUTaM,
¥ YTO OH 3aMaHWJI BOMHOB CBeTa mepen co00#, YTOOH OBITh TOOEKIEHHEBIM.

[Toka 3TO MPOUCXOAUIIO, DHTO CHETIa IIar Bliepef ¥ HaCTyIul Ha cabiio MUTPHI, TOIBKO YTOOR
CIIOTKHYTBCS IIPSAMO Yepe3 nopTai. [ToiiMaB ce0s Ha 3TOM, IIpexkK[e 4YeM yInacTh Ha MEPTBOE TEJI0
MUTpHL, OH IPHUILYPHUIICS U TOCMOTPEN Ha CUTXa, KOTOPHIM TOBEPHYJICS K HEMY.

- Ax... ITomnHoe...

-XM? - UM1niepaTop nepeMecTuI CBO€e TeJl0, IPOCIIeAuB 3a B3TJIAA0M CBOEro IOAYMHEHHOT0, CY3UB
r7a3a Ha MaJibuMKa, OOeTOT0 B OfieXKAYy C IIJIAaHEeTHl 3aKyya. 9To cOMBAJIO C TOJIKY HMIIepaTopa, Tak
KaK OH OBIJT yBepeH, YTO JII0Ou ero "mo00YHOro MpoeKTa" He 3alllid TakK gajeko.

OHTO, 0JHAKO, C eTr0 YyBCTBAMH, TEIIEPh COCPENOTOUYEHHBIMY, MOT YyBCTBOBATh UMIIEPATOPA YEPE3
cuiy. 3aTeM OH IIPOX3HeC ONHUMU I'ybaMu:

- Bankopron? - CKJIOHMBIINUCH HaJl MaTbYUKOM, OH OBICTPO CXBaTUJI MePTBYIO [KenaliKy 3a PyKy 4
TIOTAILU ee K MIOPTaly, HEBUOUMOMY OJIsT UMIIEpAaTopa ¥ ero MOMOIIHUKOB.

- [Topoxpu! - MMmepaTop OToLIEN OT TPOHA U IIPOTAHYJ MajlbuuKy PyKy. Camo CyIeCTBOBaHUE
IIOAPOCTKA, Ka3aJI0Ch, PE30HUPOBAJIO C HUM KaK ero MoJjisipHas IPOTUBOIIOI0XKHOCTh, HO TO XKe
camoe. Eme oguH 0eCCMEePTHBIN, MUTA€MBIN CAMOM CHIIOMH.

9TOT peﬁeHOK HE CO6I/IpaJ'[CH CJIyIIaTh UMIIE€PaTOpa, 0CO0EHHO TI0CJIE TOTO0, KaK Y3HaJI, KTO OH Ha
caMoM fefe. IT0 00BSICHSIIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO€.

OpmHako OBIIO Y2Ke CIUIIKOM I03THO, DHTO UCYe3 BMeCTe C M3rHAaHHUKOM mxKemaes. MmepaTop
CuToB HaxMypua OPOBU ¥ HEJOBEPUYUBO YCTABUJICS Ha TO MECTO, OTKy[a uc4ye3 ManbuuK. OH
BBIXBATHUJI cabJIi0 ¥ METHY ee B 00111eM HallpaBieHuu... Ho mopTan yxe 3aKphIJICS, TaK YTO IUIHNHAD
IIPOCTO KaTaJCs 0 3eMII€.

- Kakast HEyKII0KeCTb... 1 yBepeH, YTo YYunl Te0s aydile, YeM 9TO, Thl IOYTH U3MEHUIT BDeMEeHHYI0
IIKaJTy HeM3MepuMo, - [IyKy paccMesiiicsi, Kak 6yOTO JIeTKO BOCIIPHHSI TO, YTO JHTO CIIy4alHO
HATKHYJICS Ha TPOHHBIN 3aJI UMIIEpATOpa CHUTOB.

PeBaH cMoTpen Ha 6e3:XKU3HEHHOEe TeJI0 CBoero apyra. Crnerka HaXMypPHUBIIUCH, OH HAKJIOHUJICS U
TIOIHSII €€ C MMoJIa. Y Hee OBITH KOPOTKKE KalllTAHOBBEIE BOJIOCH, TIONCTPUXKEHHEIE, KaK Y 3/1bda, HO
TOJIBKO KOT7Ia OH PACIyCTHJ KOHCKHI XBOCT Ha €€ 3aThIIKe.

YcMmexHyBIINMCE B OTBET Ha 3aMedaHue [[yKy, DHTO ocMOTpell Ha PeBaHa, KOTOPEIN, Ka3aslioCh,
TPYCTHO yJIbIOAsICS IOl CBOEM MaCKOM.



- To CKOpO C Hel BCTPETHUIILCA,- 3aBEPHUII €€ MaJIbYHK.

PeBaH mocMOTpes Ha HETO ¥ KUBHYJI, OH OBLT YBEPEH, YTO €T'0 CTaphii ApyT OyOeT pad CHOBA
0Ka3aThCs KUBHIM. XOTsI OH OBbIJT YBEPEH, UTO 3TO OyIeT 04eHb CTPaHHOE OIIyIeHNe-0bITh MEPTBEIM
TaK JOJITO.

BepHyB1Iucs B raBHBY TpoM "®aHTOMa" BCEro 4yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUJIJIUCEKYH]] TI0CJIe TOT0, KaK OHU
BOLIJIA B BauivH, OHTO U KOMaH[a IOSIBUJIKCH B [10JIe 3PEHUS.

- 9T0 OBITTO MyTratolre ORICTPO... - BaMIUH CIPHITHYIA C APOUAa U yCTaBUiICSI Ha HuX. OHa IpoBeia
PYKO¥ 10 CBOMM CBETJIBIM BOJIOCAM M IIOCIIEINIIa fAajblile, YTOOB YBUIETh, YTO CMePTEeIbHAS paHa
BCe ellle TEIMHUTCS.

- OTO BHITIsAAEN0 60JIe3HEHHO... - HAXMYPHUBIIKCE, OHa BUeJa U MCIHITHBAIA Xy/iiee Ha Hateme.

OHa Bufena, KaK [IUKNe 3BEPU Pa3pHIBAJIU JTI0JeN Ha KYCKH, a y2Ke MEPTBHIE TeJla OCKBEPHSIIU
CTPaHHBIMU OPyAUSMHU. [leByIIKa IPUOTKPHLJIa eMy T'Jla3a, MBICJIEHHO IIPOJ0JIKas TBEePOUTh, UTO BCE
PaBHO He X0YeT TyJa BO3BpallaThCs.

- Temeps maBaiiTe OTHECEM €€ B JIa3apeT, - PeBaH GLICTPO IPOLIET IO IIEHTPAILHOMY KOPUIOPY
KopaOli1s1, moka He mobpasics mo MegkaOuHeTa U He MOJI0KUII ee Ha KPOBaTh.

9uTO U [IyKYy OBICTPO IOCIeIOBAK 3@ HUM, BalIuH IPUCOeIUHHUIACh K DHTO, TPOE IIPHUCOETUHUITHCD
K MacCTepy-[xKeaar C ero crapsM gpyromM. OHY MojI4ya CMOTPEJIA Ha YMUPOTBOPEHHOE, HO
CTpajalbyecKoe BhIpaxKeHHe ee nuila. [10xoxke, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA MMPHUHSIA CBOI0 CMEPTH, Kak
cIlacjla CBOEro [pyra, 4ejaoBeKa, KOTOPOrO CUYUTalla CBOEU CEMbEN.

PeBan IIOCMOTPENT Ha MaJIb9YMKa ¥ KUBHYJI, CHAB MACKY U OITYCTUB KaIIIOIIIOH, OTKPBIBASA OJIMHHEIE
KaIllITaAHOBBIE BOJIOCHI X IIOKPHEITOE MIPpaMaMM JIMIIO. Ero Kapue rjia3a IIOCMOTPEJIN Ha MaJIb9YHKa:

-T'oToB?

- [0TOB, KaK HUKOTHA, - JHTO IIOJOIIE]T K U3T0JI0BbIO KPOBATH Y U3T0JIOBhS KEHITUHBL. OH IOTHSI
PYKH Haf ee nuioM. Korpa oH 3aKphi I'/1a3a, CBET B KOMHATE MOTYCKHET.

B mBepsix KopabGenbHOTO MENOTCEKa CTOs/Ia He KTO UHas, Kak MuTpa CypukK.

-THI PacIyCTHUIT MOH BOJIOCHI, - Ka3aJI0Ch, OHA CJIeTKa paccMesinach, TJISOsS Ha CBOero Opara, OX0XKero
Ha [Ipyra.

- MHe Bcerga HpaBUINCh TBOU PacCIyIIeHHBIE BOJIOCH], MOU CTapHIM OPYT, - C YCMEIIKOX 3aMeTHJI
PeBaH.

Pana, oTHSIBIIAS y Hee XKU3Hb, Hauasa 3aTSATUBATLCS, KakK OyaTo Obl/la COBCEM HOBOM. BCcKope mocre
3TOTO0, Ka3aJioch, laxke ee ofiexkaa Obljla BOCCTaHOB/IEHA B TeYeHUE HECKOIbKUX CEKYH, YTOORI
TIOKPHITH €€ HOBYIO MATKYIO KOXY. BEIIO CTpaHHO, YTO 3a HUM HabIoaeT Ayx, 0COOEHHO TOT, Hafl
KOTOPBIM OH pa®oTas, HO DHTO OTOPOCHUI STY MHICITb.

Temeps OH COCPEIOTOUMIICST Ha MUAUXIOPHAHIIAX, CYIIHOCTHU [Tpu3paka CuIlbl, HAXOMSIIEroCs He
CJTUIIKOM [IajieKo OT Hero. Teso OBII0 MOTHOCTHIO HCIIEJIEHO ¥ TOTOBO K mepecagke. OTKPHIB I'1a3a,
XOTSI OH ITIOYTH HUYETO He BU[IeJI, TaK KaK He MCII0Ib30BaJl CUITY M7 3PEHHUsI, OH YBUOET IPU3pakKa,
KOTOPHIN OBLI CAMbIM SIPKUM CYIIIECTBOM B KOMHATe.



MuTpa MOprHy/a, IOYyBCTBOBAB NIPUTSXKEHKeE, "4TO Takoe..." OHa 0oJbllle HUYero He CKa3ala,
TIOCKOJIBKY €T0 IyX ObLJT IPUBSI3aH K TPYITY, ¥ €e COOCTBEHHBIE MUAUXJIOPUAHE! OB UCIIOIb30BAHH,
4YTOOB! OKUBUTH €€.

OHeprus CUIbl BIUBANACh B COCYH, COOOUIAsICh C MUKPOCKOIMMYECKUM OPraHU3MOM, KOTOPBIN
COenuHsI OOBITMHCTBO KUBHIX CYIIIECTB C caMO¥ cumoi. Ero cusa Gblyia OIIeIOMIISIONIEN, U OH MOT
MCII0/Ih30BaTh €€ B CBOUX LIEJISX.

Iyky HaOmI0man 1 4yBCTBOBAJI Bce 3TO yepe3 cuity. OH BUMENI, YTO MaJIbYMK TBEPHAO CTOUT Ha CBOEM.
9TO CUIIBHO OTIIMYAJIOCh OT TOTO, KOrma OH Bockpecun [lopenmurtensa CutoB lapta Ilnsraca.

PeBaH fepzas gpyra 3a pyKy, 4yBCTBYs, KakK K HEMY Bo3BpalaeTcs Temno. Ceparebuenue
B0300HOBUJIOCH. HakoHel], B TeueHUe CIeAyoIIuX CeKyH] KPOBb Hadasa IUPKYyJINpOBaTh, U
npucytcTBue Mutpsl Cypuk 0xKujo!

BrHe3amHo OproHETKA BCKOYMJIA C KPOBATH, XBaTasi PTOM BO3MYX, ¥ cena npsmo. [IoToM oHa
3aKalisinack, HabpaB cpa3y CIMIIKOM MHOT'O BO3[yXa ¥ JaKe IOMEePXHYBIIUCEH UM.

- 4 xuB! Xa-xa-axaxaxaxaa! - OHa Hayana CMesaThCS, CKUMas pyKu PeBaHa, IIpex[e 4eM IIOCMOTPETh
Ha noapyry. [llupokas ynei0Ka mosiBUIachk Ha ee ry0ax, KOrga oHa MOCMOTpesia BHU3 Ha UX
COelMHEeHHbIE PYKU.

[Tpomniu TEICSYHU JIET C TeX IIOP, KaK OHa UCILITEIBajIa 9TO 4YyBCTBO. HaKOHEI-TO OHa CHOBa CMOXKET
xkuThb! Tak oHO U OBITO... YouBuTeNnbHO! OMHAKO, KaK U paHbIle, KOT{a OHa Oblfla XKKWBa, MUTpPa Obljla
PAHOM B CHJIE, YTO, BEPOSTHO, OBIJIO MPUYMHON TOTO, YTO IMOTPe6OBaIOCh TOPa3mo 0OIbIe, YeM s
TOTO, YTOOBI BOCKpecuth Temuoro Jlopaa.

- T'amaktuka 6e3 Cutxos!
- F'anakTuka 6e3 UMnepuu CUTOB, - IOMPABUII DHTO, CKJIIOHUB TOJIOBY HabOK.

MuTpa MOpPruyja U I0CMOTpPesia Ha Malb4yuKa, Ipexae YeM MeJIeHHO KUBHYTh. OHa IOTSAHYAaCh U
B3BEPOIIKIIA eT0 MAKYIIKYy OPYTOH PYKOH, YCMEXHYBIIUCE. - M TH HOJI2KEH OBITh 61arogapeH... 9To
IIPUBEJIO MEHS B 310Xy, KOT{a pecny0rKa BHOBL o0pesa MUp...

BoiinuH, Ka3aI0Ch, HAMPSTIIACh, YBUAEB, UTO IMOXKUIIAS KEHITUHA NOTPOHYJACh IO €T0 TOJIOBEI, ¥ TYT
XKe 00HsJa ee 3a IJIeYH.

- OX0XO0X... 9TO PEBHOCTH? - MUTpa MOOMUTHY/Ia BalinuH, KOTOpas TYT e IOKpacHesa u
paccnabunace. - 4 He cobupach 3ab6UpaTh TBOETO APYra, y MeHs eCTh CBOM.

Ee MBIC/TM HEHAOOITo 6J'Iy}KI[aJ'II/I I1I0 BOCIIOMHHAHHUAM, OBLT OOWH 49€eJIOBEK, KOTOPOTro OHa KOrga-To
mo0una 6OJ'ILH.I6, yeM PeBana. Koro-to, Koro oHa ocTaBuja I1o3aay, KOr0 OHa X0Teja CIIaCTHA OT
Y2KacCO0B, KOTOPEIE OHa OCTaBHIIA, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUT.

PeBaH npoTsAHyn el HUIUHAD, OTIIYCTUB €€ PYKY.

- 9T0, 5 ToNaralo, TBOe, MO CTaphIil APYT, - 9TO OBLTT €6 CBETOBOM Med, KOTOPHIM OH mogo0pat 1mocie
TOT'0, KaK 9HTO CIIOTKHYJICS O HETO.

C paoCThIO B35IB OPYXKHUeE, OHA IIOBECHIa €r0 Ha M0SIC ¥ CHOBA MOCMOTpEIa Ha JHTO.

- BhlL... - oHa ynBIOHYTach Mo cebs, pexkie YeM IIOBEPHYThCS K HEMY CITMHOM, ¥ CBeCHJIa HOTH C



KPOBATH, ITIOBEPHYBIINCH JIMIIOM K PeBaHy.

9HTO eltle 6oJiee yCTaI0 CKIIOHMUI TOJI0BY HA0OK, yCIbilIaB ee cyioBa. OH OB TOX0XK Ha KOTO-TO, KOTO
OHa 3Haja? MHTepecHO, MOXKEeT ObITh, OH KaK-TO CBSI3aH C HUMU?

Boiinus cmabo ynbr0HyIach, Ipexkae YeM MOBepHyIa rojIoBy, YTOOH yBULETh [IyKy, BEPOSITHO,
yKa3BIBAIOIIET0 TOJI0BOM Ha ABeph. IIPHUIII0 BpeMs [aTh UM HEMHOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA. [103TOMY OHa
ClerKa TOTSHYJIa JHTO 3a PYKY, 3aCTaBJIsAsI €T0 CIei0BaTh 3a Hew ¥ [IyKy U3 KOMHATHI, TO3BOJISIS
[IBEPU CKOJIb3HYTh 32 HUMH.
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