[Mepen CyiimeeM u gpyruMu 00K 0 GOK IIUIM AEBYIIKA KOIAYUY TEPUAHTPOI C PO30BEIMU BOJIOCAMHU U
B PEJIUTHO3HOM OfeXK[e, U IeBOYKa POCTOM C JIunmnaHy, ¢ SpKo roflyORIMU BOJIOCAMU U JIMHUEH,
CJIOBHO TaTy IPOTSHYBIIEHCS OT LIEKH K IIIee.

«A?»
«boxe?»

I'maza CyiiMess 1 MOHaXMHU-TEPUAHTPOIIa BCTPETUNIUCE. B 3TOT 2Ke MOMEHT pa3faiuch 3ByKU
HemoyMeHusi. OgHOM M3 HUX OBINIa cecTpa, KOTOPYIO OH BCTpeTun B LlepkBu Cnacenusi B Mmepuy,
Knapwucca, a gpyras gBap®, ['unnbept ['pura.

«Kakas BcTpeda, Knmapucca-cau».

«Ila, ma, Cyumeii-cama. Kakoe coBlafieHN€e, YTO MbI 3[€Ch BCTPETUIUCE. »

«JlaBHO HEe BUEJIUCH.»

Crierka MOKJIOHUBILIXCE U BEXKJIUBO IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAB, OH IIOCMOTPEJI B €€ CTOPOHY.
«W KOpOTHIIIKa ... AX, 51 ©Melo B Buny, U ['unnbept c BaMu?»

«OH, THI K€ TOT KOBapHBIY MPUAYPOK-TIegodu. Thl TaM YTO-TO APYTroe XO0Tel CKa3aTh? U ¢ yero sTo
THI CO MHOU ()OpPMasIbHOCTH OMyCTHn? Aaaa?»

I'unnbept ycraBunach Ha Cyiimes, Oyoy4yu HENOBOJIbHOM ero MaHepoii peun. CyiiMel moMaxas rnepep
HeU PYKOU U OTBETUJL:

«Jla, ma, TOJIPKO 3aTKHUCH>.
«Pa3Be THI He oOIaenscs ¢ Knapuccoi mo-gpyromy?»

«Bce moToMy, 4TO THI BCE BPEMS 30BeIllb KOE-KOT0 u3BpalleHueM. Tak? M KcTaTH, 4YTO THI TYT
mesaeln?»

«He TBOETrO yMa geno. Yeprt, uto Thl 3gech aenaenis?»
«Aaa?»
«000?»

Cyiimett u I'mnnbept Havanyu BpaxpneOHO OPYT Ha Apyra CMOTPeTh. [I[pOMrHOPHPOBAB UX MaJleHbKYI0
nepenanky, ®enbMeHNs NONPUBETCTBOBaNa Kiapuccy:

«JlaBHO He Bugenuch, Cectpa. Bel 04eHb HaM ITIOMOTJIA B TO BPEMS.»

YcnpimaB cimoBa 6arogapHocTy, Kmapucca u3sIiiHo OTBeTHIA:

«He 3a yTo. ITpomno meiCTBUTEIFHO MHOTO BpeMeHH, cpedpoBoocas.»

«Mens 30ByT ®enbMmenus Ctunrpeil. Cectpa Knapucca. Paga m03HaKOMUTLCS C BaMU.»

B oTnuune oT Tex BpaxkmeOHO YCTaBUBIIMXCS APYT Ha Apyra pedsT, pa3roBop PenbMeHuU U
Knapucch npotekan mupHo. U 3ateM, CyiiMero CTajio UHTEPEeCHO, C Yero BOPYT I'/ta3a ['unnbepT Tak



okpyrnunuch. Kasanocs, ee B3risy ObLT HAallpaBJIeH 3a HETO-
«Jle ... pumusa?»
«... Y-yu. Papa Te0s1 BupmeTs, ['umm.»

Jledunus BcTpetuna ['unnbepTa HenoBKoi yieIOKo#. Temeps, Korga CyliMeit mogyMain 00 9TOM, OHU
Bedb (DaKTUYECKYU C HUMM U He BCTPEYaluCh II0CIie OKOHYaHUS uHIuAeHTa B UMnepuu. Knapucca
TOXKe 3TO 3aMeTUJIa U CKJIOHUJIa TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO YBHUJEJIa YTO-TO TAUHCTBEHHOE.

«0, 6oxke? Boxe, 00xe?»

«JlaBHO He BUHenuch. Cectpa.»

Korma Jledunus no3mopoBasnachk ¢ Kmapuccoit, ['unnbepT IoKHPOBaHO IPOU3HECa:
«T-TrI mericTBUTENbHO Jledunusa? Yto aTo 3HauyuT!? Korga T cTana TaKoM OOJIBIION?»
«2-3M, ITIOHUMAeEIIb ...»

«Jlepunusi-uaH. Te Tak BEIPOCTIa 3a TAKOE KOPOTKOE BPEMS.»

«HeTt, CecTpa, BH He TaK BCe MOHSH ...»

Knapucca crpouna u3 cebs IypodKy, XjIomas B JTafolu 1 pagysck pocty Jlebunuu. [Toka Jlebpunus
pas3myMbIBalia, Kak C 9TUM pa3obpaThes, [unnbepT Hadama HacMeXaThCs.

«I'nymas komka! OHa ke He IIPOCTO BEIPOcia, BepHO!? Kak Ha 3TO He MOCMOTPH, OHA He MOTJia CTaTh
HACTOJIbKO OOJIBIION 3a TaKoe BpeMsd! Jlepunus, 4To Ke CIyIusoch ...»

«3a MOUM MaJIeHbKUM POCTOM CTOSAJIN OIIPpENETIEHHBIE 00CTOSITETCTBA .JIunm, a4 pa3Be yXKe He
TOBOpPHJIa O HUX HECKOJIBKO pa3?>>

«XM? XMM ... Ax! Temeps, Korga Tel yIIOMSIHYJIa, Thl BEb TOBOPHUJIA YTO-TO IIPO IIEPBOHAYAIbHYIO
dbopMy, unu 0 4eM-To nogodHoM? X0Ts g ogyMaa, YTO 3TO MIPOCTO AEeTCKUM JIeNeT U IIPOCTO
IPOUTHOPUPOBATA...»

BcrnoMHUB, 4TO OHa paHee ciblinana oT Jlepunuu, I'unnbepT 3aCThIa C MyCTHIM B3TIISIOM.
WrHOpUpOBaHUeE ee CJI0B B TO BpeMs OBIJIO BIIOJIHE YMECTHHIM, HO, BUfs 6€33a00THOE OTHOIIEHHE
I'unnbept 63 HaMeKa Ha poOO0CTh, JIehunus yapy4eHHO OMMyCTUTIA TIJIeYH.

«TBI TOXE 04YEeHb XKeCToKa...»

«3abynb 06 aToM! Pa3Be 9TO HE XOPOIIO, YTO TH BEPHYJIACh B CBOIO IIEPBOHAYAJIBHYIO hopMmy ... !? Hy,
C MOel TOYKY 3PEHus, 1 HEMHOTO 00ecoKoeHa TeM, uto Jledunus crasna 6ombie...»

Becenoe otHomeHne ['unnbepT TYyT Ke IepPeMEHUIIOCH YHLIBIM.
«C 4ero aTo?»

«Xaa ... 4 umeto B BUny, Mos munas Jlehunus craia BhIIIe MeHS, TIOHUMaelb...? KTo Ob mogyMmari,
4TO 51 OOJIBIIIE HE CMOTY HaclIaguThCS TEMU OIIYIIEeHUIMU O0BATHHN TEOS ...»

«ThI TOBOPHUILIL 00 3TOM, XOTh ¥ 30BEIIb APYTUX U3BPAlIleHLIaMH ...»



CyiiMel yOUBIIEHHO ITIOCMOTPe Ha Hee. OHa ¢ MOMEHTa UX BCTPeUH JIOKHO OOBHHMUIIA €T0 B
nenoduIuy, Ho KTo Ol TOyMal, YTO U caMa Oy[eT clieloBaTh CBOUM HCIIOPYEHHBIM XKeJIaHUSIM.
JIuno I'nnnbepT crano noxoxe Ha Macky XaHHS. (I[1.I1. KoMy HY>KHO MOXKeTe IIOTYTJIUTh)

«3aTKHUCH, u3Bpamyra! [ MeHs 3T0 HOpMa/IbHO. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, MO€e cepflle He UCIOPYEHO, KakK
TBOE ... KpoMme Toro, Jlepunusi! CtaHb MaJIeHbKOM, KaK paHbIle! A MOTOM KPenKo 00HUMHU MeHs!»

«T'unn! He 6ynp HeOmaropasyMHoii!»
«9T0 He Hebmaropadymuo! Cuenait 3TO yxke!»
«-T'unn ...»

Jlepunus Oputa U3My4YeHa U, Ka3ayioch, Oblyla TOTOBA pacIiakaThes, moka ['umnbept, mogHUMas
CyeTy, menana Heo60CHOBaHHEIE 3alIPOCH. ITO GBITIO MOBOIBHO XkKanko. C APyro# CTOPOHH, JIunuaHa
ITPOCTO TIpsiTanack 3a CyiiMeeM, CJIOBHO 3TO €€ He KacasocCh.

«Y Jlepunuu Bce JOBOJIBHO IIJIOXO0, OA...»

Kak TOMbKO OHa 9TO CKa3aja, I0X0XKe, ee IIPpUCYTCTBUE 3aMETHIIa Knapncca " CKJIOHH]IA T'OJIOBY B
00K, IIOCMOTPEB Ha Hee.

«O#i? Pa3Be 910 HE ...»
«Ax, 3MM, OHA ...»

Cyiimel He MOT cpa3dy IpPUAyMaTh I1apy YMHBEIX CJI0B. [I0CKONIBKY, OHa TOXKe IpokuBaia B UMnepun, y
Hero OvUIM Tpo0JIEMEL C IOXCKOM OIIPaBiaHusl, HO HeOXUJaHHO, Kiapucca, moxoxe, y3Hasa ee.

«BrI moub nmonkKoBHUKA Poyxka u3 MMnepckoy apMuu, BEPHO?»
[Tocne ee npenmnonoxeHus rinas3a JIunraHsl IIMPOKO PACKPHIUIUCS.
«BBI 3HAeTEe MEHSI?»

«TBOM OTell BCcerga MpUXOAuI MOJIUTLCS, IO3TOMY U 3HAKO».
«ITOMKOBHUK MOJMIICH...?»

[Toxoxe, JIunuaHa He 3Hasna 00 3ToM. Teneps, Koraa CyiiMel mofyMars, OH BCIIOMHUII, YTO, KOTAa
BIIEPBHIE OTIIPABUIICS B 1IepKOBbL MMnepuu ¢ Jlepunuen, To yBunen tam Poyxa. [Tostomy Knapucca
BIIOJIHE MOTJIa €€ 3HaTb.

Kazanocs, ['unnbepT 3Hana u o Jlunuane, u 00 uHugeHTe. Bums, uro JIunuaHa o0ecrokoeHa
IIPOXCXOASIINM, OHa 3ar0BOpHUIIa:

«Aaa, KakK OBl 3TO CKa3aTbh, UHIIUAEHT B MiMiepuu Obin g1 TeOsi HOBOJIBHO HECYACTHHIM, [a».
«HeT ...»

«41 Toxke xkuna B UMnepuu, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB. Ec/iu 51 CMOTY 0OKa3aTh KaKyo-Tiu00 IOMOIIlb, ITPOCTO
CKaXu.»

«... Bomnpimoe cnacu6o.»



BoamoxHo, ['mnnbept couyBcTBOBasa eii. OHa cjerka moxJolaia 1o ee Ijiedy, mocje 9ero Jlunuana
BBIpa3ujia CBOIO 0J1arofapHOCTh JIETKUM IOKIOHOM. Korjja HeCKOJIbKO HEJIOBKUY Pa3roBop
3akoH4miCcs, ['unbept moBepHynach K CyiMero.

«Urak? [ToueMy xke BH, pebsTa, B AnbsHCE?»

«MBI 0OCMATPHUBAJIH NOCTONPHUMEYATEIbHOCTH. II0CKOIBKY MHIMOEHTE IPEeKPATUINCh, MBI PEIITHIIN
paccrnabuThCs.»

«Xeex? [I0BOMBHO HEIJIOXO0 OIS TOT'0, YTO MPEOJIOKUI ThI».
«ThI TOBOPUILL TOHOOHKIM 00pa30M KaXKIbY pas...»

Yronku pta ['unnbepT IpUIORHSIUCE, OYOTO OBl OHA HEJOOIIEHUIA ero, B TO BpeMs, Kak CyiiMen
OTBETHJI pa3gpakKeHHKIM B3TJIA0M, a ero 100 gepHyscs. OH momgyMar, YTo ¥ 3TOM OEBYLIKH, SI3BIK CO
BCceM 0e3 KocTel. 3aTeM K pa3roBopy npucoeguHunack Jledpunus:

«ITouemy Cectpa u I'unn 3mecs, B AnibsiHCE?»
«BmecTo ocMoTpa HoCTOIpUMedaTIbHOCTEN, Y Hac 37ech paboTa».

«4 u Knapa 6113Ku C JaBHUX IOP. Y MeHS eCTh 3HaKOMBIe IBap(rl B Mara3uHe OPyKUs, TaK YTO MEI
TTPOTYJSTHACh, YTOOHI UX MIOITPUBETCTBOBATH.

«A MHE HYXKHO ITPOBECTU MHCIIEKIIUIO ]_IepKBI/I Cracenus B AnbsiHCE, U U3-3a CITOXKUBIIUXCS
00CTOSITETLCTB, MEI peninian OTIIPABUTLCA B MuazeH BMeCTe».

«BoT Kaxk...»

YcnrimaB ux o6bsacHeHus, Jle@unusi BOCXUIEHHO B3OoxHyna. HemMHoOro nmo6osraB y 000UMHE, T€ ABOE
paspenunucs ¢ rpynnou CyliMes ¥ HallpaBUJIACh Ha ceBep. CMOTPs, Kak 0HU yxomaT, CyuMen
YIOUBIIEHHO BHIPA3UJICH:

«Hy ... CTpaHHOe COBIIafieHuEe>.
«W BrpaBay. 4 ¥ momyMaTh He MOTJIa, UYTO MBI CMOXKEM BCTPETUTLCS C HUMHU B Mua3eHe.»

denbMenus cornacunack ¢ CyiimeeM. Cpady mocine 3toro, Jlegpunus mocMoTpesa Ha HadaBIlee
TEMHETb BOCTOUYHOE HebO.

«HaMm ToXe HyKHO BEpHYThCA. CKOPO HaCTYIIUT HOYb.»
«Xopoio.»
Cpagy nocne otBeTa Jlunuansl, CydMen 1 OpyTrue IOCIELINIA JOMOM.

0

PasgenuBmuce ¢ CyiiMeeM u ocTanbHeIMU, Kitapucca u I'unnbepT OTIPaBUIKCh B TIIyOUHBI paiioHa
OpYKEeNHBIX Mara3uHoB, TyMa, TOe BPEMEHHO XPaHUIUCh 3allaCkl METAJIONIOMa, ¥ TENEPhb
HaXOMUJIUCh Ha MYCTHIPe BHAJU OT YIIULL.

Korpa onu pasgenunuch ¢ CyiiMeeM, COHIIE Y2Ke CafiuIoCh, TaK YTO KOTHAa OHU IMPUOBLITA HA MECTO
Ha3Ha4YeHUs, ObIIK yKe CyMepKu. BHYTpHY 3MaHK JaBHO 3aXKTJ/IM CBET, a Ha yJulle, BpeMeHaMu



MuUragd, CBeTUJIN Marn4eCKue JIaMIIhbI.

[ToyyBCTBOBAB HEOMKUCYyEeMOE YYBCTBO HOCTAJIbTHH, TSI Ha HesICHOe HOYHOe He6o, ['unnbepT
B300pajachk Ha IIyCTYI0 KOPOOKY C 3aIllaXoM Kejie3a U Cera.

«Xom!»

Xopoito yceBmuch, ['unnbept Becesno ynpiOHynachk. OHa MPOCTO CMOTPEsia Ha YePHHBIN BIM,
MCXOMUBIINY U3 KY3HUII, ¥ HA O YeM He JiyMara. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHa IIepeBeia B3TJIS[ Ha
Knapuccy, 4be nuio moyeMy-To ObIJI0 MpPayHbIM.

«... 37ech He 04eHb yIOOHO>.
«Pa3pe? MHe 371eCh IeWCTBUTEILHO HPABUTCS. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3[EChH CIIBIIIIEH 3BOH METaJla.»
«Hy, THl IPUBBIKJIA K 3TOMY MECTY, YTO He CKaxKellh 000 MHe».

Cka3zas 970, Knapucca 3akphiia yIIu U CBEPHYJIa CBOX XBOCT. BEpOATHO, 3BYK, UCXOOUBIINY U3
KY3HHII, OB CIIUIIKOM T'POMKUM [IJIT XOPOIIIEeTo CIyXa TEPHaHTPOIOB. YBUIEB penkuil Bun Kinapuccel,
CBEpHYBIIEN CBOM XBOCT, [ MnnbepT clierka 3acMesiyiach, IIpexk/e YeM BHPAIIUTh 00JierueHue.

«f1 paga 3a gouyb OpuHOKOU OPUTYDEI».
«... Ha, TeI IpaBa.»

«PaHee THI IPUTBOPHUIIACH, YTO TOJIBKO-TOIBKO €6 3aMeTHla, HO Ha CaMOM JieJie THl Be[b Y3HaJla ee C
caMoro HayaJlla, ¥ IIPOCTO CTPousa u3 ce0sl JypoUKy, He TaK JIu?»

«EcTtecTBeHHO. [ToxkasnylcTa, He CTOUT HEOOLEHUBATh I'/la3a TEPUAaHTPoIla. TeM He MeHee, g paja,
YTO OHa HEMHOTO IIOBECeTena.»

Korga T'unnGepT cyacTIMBO 3aroBopuia o 6e3onacHoctu Jlunuansl, Knapucca Ha MTHOBEHUE
yOHUBUIIACh IPexXKfe, ueM 00j1eryeHHO ynbOHYyThCA. Cpa3y moce 3Toro, cyacTiuBas [unnbepT crana
CEepOuTOou.

«YTo Takoe? UyBCTByelllb BUHY?»

«He Tebe 06 3TOM rOBOPHUTh, PaHee, KOTga Thl pa3roBapHBaja ¢ TbMOH - JInanaHou 3aHOapK, TH
roBOpPWIA TakK, CJIOBHO XOUYelllb UCKYIIUTHCS, HE TaK JIU?»

«@yy. OHa momasna B 6eny, 13-3a Halllell HeOPeKHOCTH, U B UTOTe MBI HUYETO C 3TUM U He Clellaii.
[To xpaliHel Mepe, s XOTesa CaenaTh XOTs OBl 9TO..»

I'unnbepT pobKo omycTuna B3risam. M3HadyaabHO, HUKOTTIa He MIpefnoiaraaock, 4To JInnuaHa
TIOHECeT TaKue CTPaflaHus. ITUX OBOUX MOXKHO Haxke, B HEKOTOPOM pope, 00BUHUTH 3a 3TO0. Bhisio
JIETKO JIUIIL TOBOPUTH O Ipexax, YTO OHU B cebe HECIIH, HO 3TO BCe, YTO OHU MOTTIX CHENaTh.
Knapucca cHoBa KuBHYIa ['unnbepr.

«Koneuno. OgHaKo Hallll 0EeCIIOKOMCTBA ceruac 0eCIoNIe3HEI».
«JM, HeyKeJU Thl TOBOPHUIIB 3TO KU3-3a TOr0, YTO OHAa Ccelyac C TeM IPULYPKOM?»

«Jla.»



[Tocne nogTBepxkAenus Knapuccel, ['unnbept ornisHynack Ha3af, CIIOBHO Obl BCTIOMUHAS YTO-TO.
«C 4gero 3to foyb OnuHOKOU OUTYyPHEL BMECTE C 9TUM MyAakoM? Thl 4TO-TO CcHenasa 3a KyaucaMu?»
«HeT, HUYeErO 9 He [enana».

«Torpa nmouemy?»

«CormacHo cnoBaM OOuHOKOU QUTypH-AOHO, 9T0 CyliMeli-caMa ofonesl PomeoHa».

«A? Tot napeHb? THl MyTUIIL? DTOT NPUAYPOK, TONOOHEIX KOTOPOMY NIPYH B IIPYIU?»

«a.»

Knapucca orBeTumna 6e3 konebanuii. [unn6epT HaXMypuIach, CIIOBHO CUUTAs 3TO HEBO3MOKHBIM.
BHe3amHo U3 HHOTKYya K HUM JJOHEeCCs ToJIoC.

<<-X0y'? Taxk BBl BCTPETUIINCH C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOpBII;I IIOJIOKMJI KOHEIl BCEM TEM BOJIHEHUSIM?»
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