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— Xwm? CoHs, Mapu, KTO 9TH JIOOU? — KOTHa OHA 3aTOBOPHIIA Ha 9TOT pa3, B ee HeKHOM U 6apXaTHOM
TOJI0CE TIOSIBUIIOCh HEKOTOPOE BLICOKOMEPHE U XOJIOf.

Korma oHa rossiach 3a NTHUIEH, ee ToJI0C OBLI HAIlOJIHEH CYacTheM, HO Cefyac OT Hero He OCTasloCh U
crefa.

— DTO OO30PHEIE, YTO MPUIIIIKA MPUOBIIN 3aK/TIOYUTh COTJIameHne. MbI OXKHB OBIJIM BCTPETUTHCS
CeromHsi, YTOOBI ITOAINCATEL HOTOBOP.

— AX, 3T0... — CKa3aB 9T0, OHa GpOCHIIa B3T/IsIA Ha JmaMa, KOTOPHIH pacciabieHHo CHaen
HEeMoJaeKy.

— YT0 3TOT MyK4YHMHa JejlaeT Ha MoeM Kopabjie? — ee TOJI0C CTal ellle XOJIONHEe, XOTS TOJIBKO
100aBHUIJI0 0YAPOBAHUS €€ IIPEKPACHOU BHEITHOCTH.

— Ox, oH mpoOpascs ciofa 6e3 pa3pemieHust, Mbl ILITA€MCS TPOTHATh €r0... CeCTPa... — CKa3alla e
Mapuronm. PecHutibl X9HKOK CIeTKa 3aApOKasid, OHA MPUIIYPHUIIACh, TISAS Ha HEMPOIIEHHOTO TOCTS.
[To Takoii ke mpuuKHe, Kak U y CaHOEePCOHUH, Y Hee BO3HUKIIO 9TO CTPAHHOE OIyIleHue, OyOTo OHa
€ro 3Haer...

— THI...

Ee BmeyaTneHune «gexa Bio» ObIJIO Jaxke CUIbHEE, UeM y CaHI[epCOHI/II/I.

YemM mosibllle OHa CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero, TeM 00Jibllle OHa HaXO[uJIa ero CTPAHHO ITOX0KKUM Ha OTHOTO
IapHs, KOTOPOTO OHa 3Haja... HeCMOTpS Ha MacKy, KOTOPYIO OH HOCHIL...

[TocMOTpeB Ha HET'0 HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT, OHa IIPUKYCHIIa HUXKHIOK I'yOy ¥ 3aTeM CIIPOCHTIA:

— THI... KTO THI?

Korga oHa 3apmana 3TOT BOIIPOC, €€ rojioc OBITT MATKHUM M HEXHEIM, BbIpaXKas OXKHIOaHNe 1, HEMHOTO,
THEB, IIO3TOMY HUKTO HE€ 3HaJl, OEeVCTBUTEbHO I OHA Yero-TO OXKHufala UIx HeT.

— 9M? Xa-Xa... 3HaYuT, THl MEHS He Y3Hala... — Smam THUXO paCCMedICs, a 3aTEM...

— ITo3Bosb MHe aTh TeOe HeOOIIBIIYIO MTOICKA3KY...



C 3TUMHM €To CJIOBaMH TPHU CECTPHI-TOPIOHEI CMOTPEJIM Ha HETO OTKPRITEIMU I''Ta3aMHM, KOT'la BUOEIH,
KaK YTO-TO OBUKETCS 3a €ro CIIMHOM. ..

Ia... OHU yBU[IENH, KaK ero 00e3bsIHUI XBOCT Hayall paCKayuBaThCS B BO3OYXeE.

— OpaMm... — nporenTanu CaHmepcoHus u Mapurosng, B TO BpeMsi Kak X9HKOK CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, He
Beps CBOMM TI'Jla3aM.

— OTO THL...

— Xe-xe... — J7aM CHSJI MaCKy ¥ mokadaj rojgoBou, — Kaxk Thl, X9HKOK? [IpUSATHO CHOBa IOTOBOPUTH
c ToOO¥ IMYHO, Xa-Xa...

JmaM BCTajl Ha HOTH.

B oTBeT Ha youBIieHN € BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOIINUX MOJIOOad MMIIEPATPHUIIA Ha4adlla 3daUKAThCA U NaXKe
HEMHOI'O IIOKpaCHeJla.

— O... MM... MMM, 4 B IIOPSAJKE a... a TEI? — II0Ka OHa rOBOpUJIa, MaJleHbKOE CEPAeYKO X9HKOK
KOJIOTUJIOCH TaK, KaK HUKOIr'Ia.

— 4 Toxe B nopsaake. Korma g ycmeiian, 4TO MHE IIPECTOUT BCTPETUTHLCS C TOOOM, 9TO OB
IPUATHBEIY CIOPIIPU3, Xa-Xa... — JaM HallpPaBUJICS K HeU.

OpHako OHa, HANIPOTUB, Hadajla MefJIeHHO OTCTYTaTh.

— XM? — OpaM 3aMeTHJI 3TO U OCTaHOBUIICS.

— O, KctaTy, cnacubo 3a MolapoK, MHE HPABUTCS, — OH YXMBIJILHYJICS U ITOKa3aJl CBOe 0KepeJbe.

— THL... THI HOCHIIb €T0... — IIPOU3HECTAa X9HKOK JOCTATOYHO TUXO, YTOOEl HUKTO, KpOMe dfama, He
YCIIBIIIIAT €ee.

— Koneuwno...

Cnagkas ¥ HexKHas y/bIOKa MOSIBUIACh Ha ee HEeXKHOM JIUIlEe Ha [I0/II0 CEKYHIBI, TOKA3bIBas
IIPUCYTCTBYIOLUIUM YaCTUYKY TOTO, C YEM IOJIZKHO aCCOLMUPOBATHCS CIIOBO «BOTHHSI».

Tenepb 9THU OBO€ ABHO HAaXOOHUJIMCH B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM MHpe...



He 3a6oTsick HU 0 KOM... [ToKa...

— I'm... — CaHpepconusi, Mapurong u 3a3 MONLITAIMCh IIPUBJIEYb BHUMaHKe, YTOOB BEPHYTh 3THX
OBOUX Ha 3eMIIIO.

— XM? — Opam YOUBIJIEHHO OTJIAOE]I BCEX BOKPYT, B TO BPEMSA KdK X9HKOK CMOTpPeEJIa Ha HUX C
HEKOTOPBIM HENOBOJILCTBOM B I'Jla3aX.

— Kxm, KxM... SJIaM, HaM eCTh YeM 3aHSIThLCS, He TakK Jin?

— Ax fa... coBceM 3a0blyl... U3BHHU... — BOCKJIMKHYJ OfIaM ¥ IPHITHYJT Ha CBOM KOPabIb.

— Oi1, X9HKOK, CMOTpPH, 9TO MOS KOMaHfa, — JhaM II0Ka3aJ pyKou Ha 3a3a u Ko.

X3HKOK ITOCMOTpeJIa B CTOPOHY KOMaH/IEL. ..

Ho no kakou-To IIpUYHHE... €€ I''la3d Ha MTHOBEHHNE CTaJIk HOBOJIbBHO CTPAHHEIMH... OBIIIO
OOHOBPEMEHHO XOJIOOHO U KaAPKO...

Ee B3rnap ynan Ha Kyuny, Cupy, Keapy u Heko...

Mexnay TeMm, maMy, KOTOPHIHA 00CyKAall YTO-TO C 3a30M, 3a[aBajid BOIIPOCH.

— IMomoxknau, TOJOXKAM, TIONOXKAM, OTKYa Thl 3HAEIIb UX KalluTaHa? — crupocunu Uuys u InoH.

— TrI Be3yuuii yOTIOIOK, a 5 MMOAyMaJl, YTO THl IIPOCTO ITOMeIaH Ha 6UTBax... Thl MeHCTBUTEILHO
3Haelllb, KaK IPsTaTh CBOM KapTHL... — CKa3asu JIeo u ero OpaThs.

— Kakue y Te0s1 ¢ Helt OTHOIIEHUS? — BCE MEBYIIKM CIIPAIIXUBaJIK OMHO U TO XK€ II0 KpaiHe# Mepe
YyeTHIpEe pas3a MOApSf.

— 39X... 3aUeM BaM BOOOIIE 3TO 3HATE...

U on CTapaJiCda u30 BCEX CHUII CTapaJiCAd YIZTH OT 3TUX BOIIPOCOB.

OQHaKO HEKTO B CTOpPOHE HE 3aMeyYall 3TOr 0.

Korpa oHa CMOTpe€JIa Ha HETO, OKPY2KEHHOI'0 NEeBYIIKdAMHU... €€ I'lla3ad IIOTeMHEJIU, 3Pa4YKU CTalIn
PO30OBEIMH, a M€KW MEOJIEHHO HaJIUBaJIuCh KPOBEIO.



ATtMocdepa B pe3ysibTaTe [axKe CTajia TSIKeNoH ...

Bce, KOHEYHO, 3aMETUIIH 3TO, KOTa B3TJISTHYIU HAa MOJIOAYI0 UMIIEPATPHUILY, JINII0 KOTOPOH B
HACTosIIee BpeMs OBIJTIO KPAaCHBEIM OT THEBa.

U korga Omam 06epHYJICS, YTOOH B3TJITHYTh Ha HEe...

On yBUOEI JINILO, IIOABUBIIEECd IIPAMO IIepen ero CO6CTB€HHI::IM, ITapa €Tr0 YepPHEBIX I''la3 BCTPETUIIaCh
C TEMHO-CUHUMHU...

— Y0 3a...

SI[aM IMTUPOKO OTKPHITI I''lTa3a X He YCIIEeJI HUYETrO IMOHATH, KdK IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HEYTO TEIIJI0OE U
MSATKOE IIPUXKAJIOCE K €T0 FY6aM.

OHo 6710 MATYE U HeXHee, YeM BCe, K 4eMY OH Korfa-n0o IpruKacascs Uiau Ipo0doBai B CBOEH
JKU3HU.

Ero... momenoBanu?!

Ero, DOmama, Ha caMOM [eJfie IIoleioBain?!

Ilaxxe OH caM He MOT B 3TO IIOBEPHUTE... 3TO €e OBUXKEHNEe, KOTOPOe MOZXKHO OBITIO KCTOJIKOBATh KaK
HamajeHrue Ha Hero, IOJIHOCThIO 00OIIIIO eTo «3BEPHUHOE YYThE>...

CnepmyeT OTMETUTb, YTO OH MOT OIIYILATh HaXKe «HYJIEBOE MPUCYTCTBUE» [JOHHU, KOTOPHIM MOT
CKphIBaThCS Jaxe oT Xaku HabmromeHus. ..

Ho celiyac... oH Bo0O11le HUYEro He II0YyBCTBOBAJL... ET0 3BEPh, KOTOPOMY OH [OBEPSIJI C CaMOT0
pOXOeHus, MoaBen ero!

«THI... mpemaTens!»

Ho B mo6om Ciliy4dae cemyac 3To OBIJIO HEBAXKHO... X3HKOK II0IIeJIOBajia ero IIPSAMO Y BCEX Ha I'lla3dX,
COBEPILIEHHO HE 3a00TsICh 0 CBOEM HMHUXKeE.

Y, 4To XyXKe (JTydlile BCEro), OHa He OCTAHOBUJIACh Ha HOCTUTHYTOM.

— O#... — OH X0TeJl MATKO OTTOJIKHYTh €€, HO OHa MCII0JIb30BaJia CBOIO XPYIKYI0 GUrypy, 4ToOH!
IIPOCKOJIL3HYTh B €70 00BSATHS ¥ OOHSTE €r0, CHOBA IIOLEJIOBAB.



Bynmyuu 3aCTUTHYTHIM BPACIIOX, dflaM IIPOCTO OHeMeJI, Kora X9HKOK BOpBasiach BHYTPh U
MCII0JTb30BaJla CBOU S3HIK, 3aCTaBUB €TI0 CIIOTKHYTHCS.

«OHa CNUIIKOM HallOPUCTa...» — IOAyMasl OfaM 1 PelInsl COaThCs.

bam

Os no3Bonun cebe YIIaCTh, IPUOEPKUBASA €€ TAalIUI0 U JIETOHbBKO O6HI/IM8.FI, yTOOBI OHA HE yiiaja C
HEeTo.

— Kbsl... — 0OHa TUXOHBKO BCKPHUKHYIIQ, ITBITAsACh YIIACTh, HO IIOHAJIA, YTO BCE €IIle OBlla B €10 PyKaX.

— OCTOpO}KHefI... — €ro rojioc 3By4all MArKo u CIIOKOMHO.

U BoT Tak X3HKOK OKa3ajlach Ha HEM.

— Trl 3aKOHUMNIA? — dgaM CMOTPEJI Ha Hee€ C HEKOTOPHIM Pa3fpaxKeHuneM, ero JIMIO TOXKe OBITIO
HEMHOI'O KPAaCHBIM OT 9TON <<Ha1'[p9[)KeHHOfI BCTpEeYdn».

Ee nu1io mokpacHeso, Kak IIOMUJOP, U ee Ccepflle CHOBa 3aKOJIOTUIOCH Ha IOJIHYI0 MOIITHOCTb.

Me}Kny TeM, BCe OCTAJIbHBIE IIAPHU U OEBYIIIKKW BOKPYT OBLIH HEMHOTO...
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