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['me-To maneKko-maneko, B MecTe, MOTHOCTHIO M30TMPOBAHHOM OT JIIO[eH, Ha MJIaHeTe, HaCeIeHHOH,
Ka3aJ10Ch OFI, TOJIEKO HU3IIMMHY XKUBEIMHU CYIIIeCTBAMHU, Oe3/IMKasi, UK 00jiee MoXoxKas Ha CKPHITOe
nuno Gurypa cupgesna Ha TpaBe TS B CTPAHHOE IIaBalolee 3epKaso. [IpsMoyTonbHOe 3epKao, y
KOTOPOT'0 Ha KOHIIAX TSHY/IMCh KaKHe-TO CTPAHHEIE TPEUIHHE, X Ka3aJloCh, CJIMBAIOCh C CAMUM
IIPOCTPAHCTBOM.

CTpaHHOe 3epKaJio 0TOOpazxKaio HeCKOIbKO N300paxkeHu i pa3HEIX MECT U PA3HBIX BUMOB CYIIIECTB, a
3TOT CKPHITHIN «YEJI0BEK» CMOTPEJI Ha HUX, OCTaBasICh CIIOKOWHHIM U COOPaHHBEIM, B TEUEHME [OJITOT0
BPEMEHH, U, Ka3aJI0Ch, MOT eIIle I0JIr0 MPOIO0JIZKATh 3TO.

U Tonwvko KOTrma 3€PKaJi0 CHOBA U3SMEHHUJIOCE CIIYCTS OOJITO€ BpeMs, JIMIO CYIIEeCTBa CTAaJI0 XMYPhEIM, 1
OHO IMTPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJIO:

— YTo 3a?

Cy1ecTBO TUXO BOCKJIMKHYJIO, YBUAEB N300pakeHus, oKa3kbiBalollue, Kak CTpaHHas Kalcysa nagaeT
Ha IIJIaHeTy.

— 9T10...

— 9t0?! Cansgu?! YTo 3Ta paca menaeT 30eCh, B 9TOM HUKHEM MHUpe?! — KOrfia-To CIIOKOMHOEe 1
cOoepKaHHOe MT0BefleHKe UCUe3JI0 OOHUM MaxoM, KOria CyIIeCTBO IIOCIELIHO BCTAO.

— A? Tlomoxknu, 3TOT 0HBIM CaligH OeUCTBUTENIBHO CTPaHHBIU... — HEU3BECTHOE CYIIECTBO
IIOCMOTPEJIO B 3epKajio, KOTOpOe MOKa3kiBaio, Kak pe0eHOK MeMJIeHHO pPacTeT.

— OH... OH KaXKeTc... CJIep}KaHHI:IM? YT0? — HelmoHMMaHMe OBIJI0 HAaIlMCAaHO Ha JINIEe CylieCTBa,
KOTra OHO 3aKPEIJIO I''Ia3ad, COeJIajio 2KeCT OIBYMSA PYKaMU U OCTAHOBHUJIOCH Ha ITaPy MUHYT, BOPYT 4YTO-
TO IIOHAB.

OHO Me[JIeHHO BIOXHYJIO U ITPOU3HOCHUIIO. ..

— 4 BUXYy...

— Tak BOT OHO, XM... KTo OBl MOT OgyMaTh, 9YTO TOTOMKA caMOro Koposst OTIpaBsAT ciofa B 3TO
MaJIeHbKOe 11apCTBO...



— CpepkaHHHIH, [a... OegHsAra, 9Ta BCeJIeHHAs HACTPOeHa IPOTHUB TeOs... HO 3TO, MOXKeT OBITh, U K
Jy4IIeMy, KTO 3HAET... — CYIIeCTBO OCTAaHOBUJIOCH, HO 3aTeM CHOBA B3TJISTHY/IO Ha peOeHKa
IepraloIMUCS TJIa3aMH.

— Ho 9710T... 3TOT MaJjIbYUK... KaK OH MOXKET 00JIafaTh «3TUM»? DTO... HEBO3MOXKHO... — IIIOK,
HeTIOHMMaHue, COMHEeHUS U BCe MTPOYMe 3MOIMY BCIIBIXHYIH Ha ero juile. CyIlecTBO BEIHYIIO U3
HUOTKYyMa KHUTY ¥ HadaJjo OOJIr0-0JIT0 ee IIPOCMaTPUBATh.

)%k

Ho, He Haigs HUYEro, OHO 3aKPHII KHUTY, KOTOpPas TYT Ke PACTBOPUIIACH B BO3TyXeE.

— HoBast ronoBHas 601b... — CYIIIECTBO MOTEPIO GPOBY C MBICTISIMH O TPSIAYIIUX HETIPUSITHOCTSX.

— W moueMy Bce 3TO CBAIMUIIOCh HA MEHS... JEPHMO... B 9TOU MPOKJISITON BCEJIeHHOM OeCUrCcIeHHoe
KOJINYEeCTBO MUPOB, & OH CBAJIUJICSI Ha MEHS, YePT BO3bMHU... — CYIIECTBO IIPOKJIMHAJIO CBOIO yOauy,
no6aBuB, — XOTsI, €T0 IIOTOMOK, IT0X02Ke, XOPOIIO 3[eCh yKUBaeTCsI. MoXeT, MHEe He TIPUETCS
HUYEeTO fielaTh? — CYIIeCTBO MOMBITaNI0Ch MOAOOAPUTD cebsi, MOCTaB U3 HUOTKYyMNa Oy THIIKY IIUBa U
3aJIIOM BHITIMB €€, a 3aTeM IpobopmoTano, — Yepr...

)k

Tem BpEMEHEM... Ha IIJIaHeTe, KOTOPYIO HabII01azI0 HEU3BECTHOE CyliecCcTBoO... B I"HYGI/IHG jieCa, B TeHHU
OEPEBLEB 6pOJII/IJII/I OUKHE 2KUBOTHEIE...

— Anuxu! — rpOMKUYM YUX 3XOM IIPOHECCH II0 JIeCy.

Ha BepIiHe orpoMHOT0 gepeBa, 06palieHHOr0 K MOpIO, Ha OOHOU M3 eT0 OTPOMHBIX BETOK CUMEN
YEePHOBOJIOCHIH ITOAPOCTOK, C IUCTOM OyMaru U py4koH B PyKax, IIOTHpPasi CBOM MOKPHIM HOC.

Ha HeM Orlna ciuTasi Bpy4yHyto 61megHo-rony6as pybamrka ¢ KOPOTKMMY pyKaBaMu U V-00pa3HEIM
BEIPDE30M Ha TPYOH, epeBsg3aHHas CBETIIO-KOPUYHEBHIM IIHYPOM, a TakxkKe OpPIOKU U KOXKaHbIE Ty,
CIIUThHIE BPYYHYIO.

C60Ky OT HETO B BO3OYyXE€ MENJIEHHO ITOKAaYMUBAJIOCh HEYTO, ITOX02Kee Ha XBOCT 00e3bsHEI, a Ha ero
TOJI0Be CHIeJIa YepHas IITHIld, paCCMaTPHBas BCe JI00OIIBITHEIM B3TJIsAOOM.



— Xm? I/IHTepeCHO, KTO MEHA pyTraeT... — CKa3all IIOOPOCTOK U 3aTEM BEPHYJICA K TOMY, UTO OejIall
rnepen 4YnXaHUEM...

OH mucas DUCHhMO... ¥ [iefiajl 3TO C YIBIOKOM Ha Julle U OOJBIINM 3HTY31a3MOM.

W yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi YePHOBOJIOCHIM ITapeHb, HaKOHEIl, 3aKOHYHUJI IIHCATh CBOE IIHMCHMO.

«J10 CKOpO¥ BCTPEYH, IIPUHIIECCA».

On YXMBLBIJIBHYJICS, a 3aT€M B3TJIAHYJI Hd CBOIO MAKYIIIKY.

— 4 3akonums. Bot, HE MoT OBl THI €1 9TO nepenarkb... — MapPeHb CHAJI IITUYKY C I'OJIOBEI, d 3aTEM
CKaTaJl IMCbMO | IIOJIOZKHUII €TI0 B KPOIIEYHYI0O CYMKY, KOTOPYIO MaJIeHbKas IITHYKA HECJla Ha CIINHE.

— Xopoto meTu! — cKa3ajl YepHOBOJIOCHIH ITapeHb, JepKa NTUIY B JIQ0OHIX, IT0OKa3kBast ei, YTOOL!
OHAa OTIIPaBJIANach B IyTh...

YepHas NMTHUIA, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOHI YIeTeTh U CAeNaTh CBOI PaboTy, MOBEPHYJIaCh ¥ MOCMOTpesa Ha
TIApPHS C MUJIBIM HEeOBOIBHEIM B3TJISIOM, 3aUMPUKAB.

— A? — KOHomIa omelus, a 3aTeM cKa3sall, — Te0s mmoxo KopMsaT? 9 KopMito Te0st Kaxkabi OeHb, U
He [iyMal, 4To 5 He 3Halo, UTO OHa faeT Tebe elle! — mapeHb IPUIIYPUIICS U IIOCMOTPET Ha ITHITY,
CULSIIYI0 y HETO Ha JTafOHU, HO Yepe3 Iapy CEeKyHI CKa3al:

— XopoI11o, X0po1II0, IIPOCTO CAeai 3T0, a S YOBOI Tebe KOPM HauyKWHasi C CeTOTHSIIHET0 JHS... —
CKa3aJl TapeHsb, U MTHUIlA TYT XKe 0YeHb ORICTPO YCTPEeMHUIach B He60, YTOGH TOCTABUTh ITHUCHMO.

— Mos coOcTBeHHas IITUIIa MEHSI He YBaXKaeT... — HpOGOpMOTaH IOHOIIQ, I'MA0d Ha YePHYIO IITUITY,
HO €T0 3TO MaJIO BOJIHOBAJIO.

[Tpominio 1enbIX TpU rofa € Tex mop, Kak Jgam yexan u3 dyycsa 8 Mapundopa. U gelicTBUTENBHO,
II0CJIe TPeX OOJITHX JIeT MajeHbKas 00e3bsiHKa IIpeBpaTuiack B KPaCHBOT0 IOHOIIY.

Temnepsb OH OB UyTh MEHBIIIE MIECTHA HYTOB POCTOM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO B 3TOM T'Ofly eMy OBLIO
BCET0 YeThIpHaAIaTh. ETo 4yepTHl uila Temneph Ka3aauch 00jlee pe3KUMHU ¥ KPpaCUBBIMHY, a rjlasa IIo-
npexkHeMy ObIJIM TaKMMU Ke YUCTBIMU U SICHRIMH, KaK IIPYH, OTpaXKalolui Bce, 4YTo OH BuAen. Ero
Hekorma 6ernast Koxa Tenephb CTajla HEMHOTO 3aropesioi. ETo Bojock, 0fHAKO, HA Ha WOTY He
M3MEHUJIIUCH, BCE ellle COXPaHss CBOIO [JIMHY, HECMOTPS Ha BCe 9TU T'OHI, IOXOMs TPUMEPHO [0
KOHIIa IIIeHu.



ITocne Toro, Kak oH IIOCMOTPEJI Ha YJIETAIOIIEro ‘{epHoro CHera, ero B3rJsf YCTPEMHUIICA OaJIEKO B
MOpe€e, K BOEHHBEIM KOpa6JI5{M, KOTOpPEIE MEJIEHHO HpI/IﬁJII/I}KaJ'II/ICB K OCTPOBY TPEHHUPOBOYHOI'O JIareps.

— XMM... IOYTH TI0Pa UATH... — MEIJIEHHO TPoO0OPMOTall JaaM U 3aMOoJT4all Ha MTHOBEHUeE, IPexae
YeM T0JI0C HApYUIUI 9Ty THIIUHY.

— O, TBI 3aKOHYMUJI IIKCATh CBOEU HeBecTe? — Pa3pmasics capkaCTUYECKUM I'0JI0C, KOTraa JaaM MpoCTo
B3TJISIHYJI BHU3.

— 3aTtkuuck! YTo TH BOOOIIE 3[ech Jelaels?

SpaM CIIOKOMHO CIIPHITHYJI C BLICOKOTO flepeBa, KOTOPOe ObIIO He MEHBIIIE COTHU METPOB B BEICOTY.

Ho mpexpe yeM OH yImaj Ha 3eMJII0, ero TeJI0 TAMHCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM 3aMe[JIuIIOCh, ¥ IBe eTr0 HOTHU
CIIOKOMHO KOCHYJIUChH JIECHOM TTOYBHI, @ 3aTeM OH ITOOHSIJI TOJIOBY, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha YeJlIoBeKa
mepen HUM.

KoneuHo ke, 9TUM HapHeM OblT 3aBaph. BHYK nHCTpPyKTOpa 3edupa u IydIIni Opyr dmaMa.

CTouT cKa3aTh, UTO 3TOT ITaPEHb BEIPOC U CTa IeMCTBUTEIFHO KPACUBBIM IOAPOCTKOM. OH GBI
TIOYTH TOTO K€ POCTa, YTO ¥ IfaM, 1 OblI 04eHb BHYIIUTEILHLIM, IBHO IIEPEHSB 3Ty YePTY Y CBOETO
Iena u OTIIa, HO 00Tafian 9K30TUYECKUMH BOJIOCAMHU, KOTOPEIEe ORI HAMHOT'O KPaCHUBEe, YeM Y ero
pogutenei. CerogHst OH Ofiesicsl, KaK Ha Iapaf, IIOTOMY YTO CETOOHS eMy OBbIJI0 YTO-TO IOPYYeHO.

— A THI Kak gyMaenib? KoHeuHo, 3a TOOOM... — cKa3all 3a3 C HEBO3MYTHMbIM JTUIIOM.
— Hy, s meliCTBUTENBHO He X04Uy UATH B 3TOT pa3, 3TO TaK CKy4YHO... — CKa3al 9aaMm, 3al10KUB PYKHU
3a CIIHUHY.

— OnsATh? JTO NI0Xas MPUBLIYKA, TH 3HAEIIb, IIPOIIIO yXKe YeThIpe Mecslla... Thl, MOXKeT ObITh,
Ty4IInii, HO Tebe ellle MHOTOMY HY2KHO HayYHUThCS, — 3a3 CKPECTHUJ PYKU Ha TPYOH, €T0 TOI0C ObIT
CEPBE3HBIM.

— KoHeuHo, MHE eCTh YeMY IIOYYUTHLCS, HO g y2Ke HeCKOIbKO MecsilleB He oOuBacs mporpecca... —
JIEHUBO CKa3aJ JOgaM.

— IIa, HO, K coxarneHuIo A Te0s, caM AedylnKa Z cKasaa MHe, YTOOH s MpuBes Te6si, TaK 4To
TIOIITH... — CKa3a 3a3, 3amaraB 00paTHO, 00/IbIlle HUYET0 He TOBOPSI, TOCKONIBbKY 3HAJI, YTO JmaM
TIOCTIEyeT 3a HUM ITOCJIe ero CJIOB.

W, KoHEeYHO ke, ITapeHb MOJTYa II0CIeI0Ball 3a HUM C 3aJyMYMBBIM JIUI[OM, a 3aTeM He BhIepXKal U
HAPYIIUIT TULIUHY.



— O, U3 3amnagHoro mojKa MHe Mepefany YTO-T0? — CIIPOCUIT JfaM, IoKa OHU IIIH.

— XM? — 3a3 3afiymaJicd Ha MTHOBEHME, a 3aTeM CKa3all, — AX [1a, JepeBAHHBIY AWK, HO YTO TaM?
[ToueMmy OH TakoOu TsXKeJbi? MHe NPUIIIOCh IOMOYb [TapHIO...

— IlpaBma? 3To xopoio, Torga 6epy CBou CoBa Ha3am. 51 Oymy y4acTBOBATh...

3a3 chenasn 03afadyeHHoe JIUI0 U CIIPOCHII:

— Taxk uTto 3T0?

— O, 3T0 IPOCTO... 3Haemb 4yTo? Tl caM yBUOUIIL... — CKa3aJl dfaM, K pa3fpakeHHuo 3a3a.

— Ckax#... KaK Hac4yeT HeOOIbIION TOHKHU? — CIIPOCHUI JfaM U, faxe He HOXKIaBIIKCh, ITo0exkal,
OCTaBUB 3a3a II03anu.

— Tet! Thl, MOIIEHHUK, BEPHUCH! ITO HEUECTHO! — KPUKHYJ 3a3 U mobexkKaJsl CeioM.

— Xa-xa... I0OKaXyu MHe, YTO KaKO¥ TBOU ObSIBOJIbCKUY IJI0A! — JgaM BIepenyu IPOMKO YCMEXHYIICS.

— Twr!
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