— Jlopm Yxkoub JIun panen? — HuH Ly youBuics, a 3aTeM HaXMYyPUJICS, 3aJaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM,
KaKuM 00pa3oM 3TO MOTJIO TPOU30UTH?

— OO 3TOM IOYTH HUKTO He 3HAET, TIOTOMY YTO CTapIINil He X04eT, YTOOH CIIyXU PACIPOCTPAHUIINCE,
HO s ObIyIa TOTHA B mTabe ¥ MHE yIaioch KpaeM yXa YCIIBIIIATE O CIIYYUBIIEMCST, HO KOHKPETHKA MHE
HEU3BECTHA.

— 4dcHo, Torga s mMoMAy ¥ II0OCMOTPIO, YTO TaM CITy4YMJIOCh, — CKa3asl I0HOIIa.

— Xopomuro, — kuBHyNa L[3w1 JIuH, MOPTHYB, a 3aTeM 00Hapyxkuia, 4to Hun [{u yxe ucyes. [leByuika
IIPOTSKHO B3[OXHYJIa, YAUBIIASCH TOMY, HACKOJIBKO OBICTPO IOHOIIIA IIeperHall eé€ 1o KyIbThBauuu. B
IIPOIIJIOM OH IIPOCUJI €€ O ITOMOIIM ¥ OHa MOTJIa YOUTh eT0 ONHOM JIEBOU, HO Telleph MeXAy HUMU
TUraHTCKas IponacTh.

— Kxe~, — YxkaHb JIuH cupnen y cebg B KabuHEeTe U MEOUTHPOBAJ, CTApasiCh 3aJ€UYUTh CBOM PAHHI, HO
B UTOTe 3afefl aypy, KoTopas ocTanach B ero Tejie OT cTapedinuHbl. OHa Oblla T0X0Ka Ha OCTPHIH
Med, HaCTaBJIEHHBIN B €r0 TOPJIO0 ¥ MEeUIaloIui COelaTh Iar BIEpE.

11310 KyHb B 9TO BpeMsI CTOSINT  IBEPH, OH 04eHb CUJIBHO OECIIOKOUJICS O 3MOPOBhE CTapuKa, ¥ KOrma
yCIbllian B KabWHeTe IIyM, TOCIEeNIHO BO6exkKasl BHYTPb.

— Jlopm Yk3Hb, BH B mopsake? — crpocuit 113t0 KyHb ¢ 00eCITOKOEHHBIM BUIOM.

— BrIBano u noxyxe, — ynIEOHYJICS CTApUK.

— 4 He mpuUNOMHIO, YTOOBI OBIIO XyXKe, KaXKIbIM pa3, KOr[a Bbl MEITAETECH BOCCTAHOBUTHCS,
0CTaTOYHAas 9HEPTrus MellaeT BaM U CHOBa OTKPHIBAET paHy. BaM HYyXKHO IIpOXAaTh He MEHbIIe
TBICSTYY JIET, IO TE€X ITOP IOKa 3Ta aypa BEIBETPUTCS, YTOOHI ITOCJIE BOCCTAHOBUTH Ce6sl, — B 3TOT
MOMEHT o3aay Yxk5Hb JInHa pasmarncd rojgoc Hun [u.

He moxupasce moka L13t0 KyHb ¥ cTapuK cpeardpyloT Ha ero InosiBjeHNe, I0OHOIIA IPUI0OXKUII J1afloHb
K criuHe YX3Hb JInHa U MTHOBEHHO BBIOPOCUII U3 €T0 Tejla BCIO UyKEePOIHYI0 SHEPTHIo.

Cpa3y IIOCJIe 3TOr0 OH MCIIOJIb30BaJl CBOIO 3HEPTHIO, YTOOHI U3JIEYUTH CTapHKa OT paH.

— Mou paHH 3axunu? — YK5Hb JIMH He yCIeln gaxe YOUBUTHCSA, KaK BEPHYJICA B TO COCTOSIHUE,
KOTOpPOe y Hero OBIJIO0 10 paHeHUs!

L1310 KyHb ycTaBuUICS Ha IOHOIIY B IIOKe. Panbl cTapuka ocTaBun MMnepaTtop Hebec, Tak Kak 10HOIIa
CMOT IIOMOYb CeKpeTapio BOCCTaHOBUTHCS?



— Jlopn YksHb JIUH, KTO OCTaBUJI BaM 3Ty paHy? — cupocuin Hus Lu.

JIno cTapuka MeHSIJIOCH B IIBETE HECKOJIBKO pa3, Ipexkfe YeM OH OTBeTUI: — f CciydaiHO GBI
paHeH B IOeIUHKE.

L1310 KyHb X0Te OBIIO OIIPOBEPTHYTh 3TO, HO OCTAHOBHUJICS.

— Kcrartu, Kak TH 3ayme4un Mou paHwl? [TIogo0HOE ¢ TBOEH CHUJION efBa JIM MOXKHO OBIJIO BRIIEUUTD TaK
ObICTPO... — YK9Hb JIMH paccMaTpUBa IOHOIIY JTIOOOIBITHEIM B3TIISIIOM.

— Crapmuy, Ballla paHa TOYHO OCTajIach I0C/ie MoeguHKa? f BIepBble BUXKY TaKOTO OTBAXKHOTO
MacTepa ISITOTO I[apCTBa, PEIIUBIIEro cpa3uThes ¢ MmnepaTopom Hebec, maxke y MeHsI TaKOu
CMeJIOCTH HUKOTHa He 0bl10, — cba3BuiI Hun 1n.

— OTKy[za TH 3Haelllb, 4TO... — YK9Hb JIUH 3amep.

Ecnu oH 3HaeT, 4To ero paHh ocTaBieHb MmepaTopom HeGec, TO ¥ BEIIEYUTH X MOT TOJIBKO
KyJIbTUBATOP 3TOM CGEpHL...

— Bpart HuH, crapmmi YK3Hb NOIY4UI 3TU PaHbl 0T cTapeuuHel [1y JIo. OH mOmpocun y cTapliero,
4yTOOB! TOT HafgaBUJI Ha Te0s ¥ oTpeboBal OTKa3aThCA OT [NOJIM C TOProB B KOMIIaHUY Bocxopsiero
IpakoHa. Jlopa YK9Hb OTKa3aJcs, U BMECTe C TeHepaIbHBIM cekpeTapéM Llu M, KOTOpHIil BITANCs
CMATYUTE CUTyaIuIo, OblT paHeH crapenmHon [1y Jlo! — 113t0 KyHb BBIIOKHUII BCIO TIpaBAy.

Xotst YxkaHb JIUH yKe ObLI TOTHOCTHIO 3[JOPOB, B €T0 CEPAIIE eIlé OCTAJICS CJie] THeBa Ha
crapenmuny [ly Jlo.

— CrapenmuHa [Ty JIo? MHe KaxXeTcs, S 0 HEM HUKOT]a pPaHbllle He CJIBIIIal, KTO OH U OTKyHa? —
CIIPOCHJI IOHOIIIA.

YxoHb JIMH [OTaABIBAJICS, YTO BCE TaK CIIyYUTCS, CIiepBa OH OPOCUII CepAUTHIM B3rIAn Ha L3t KyHs,
a mocJie ¢ riy00KuM B370X0M 0TBeTU: — OH paHUII MEHS II0 CBOEH TJTYIIOCTH, HO XOTs Obl THI He OYOb
VMITy/IbCUBHBEIM, HHAa4e B 9TOT pa3 He CMOXKeIlb NOKUHYTh TeMHEI CoBeT!

— Jlopn YK5Hb, B IPEKPacCHO 3HaeTe MOU XapaKTep, — PacCMesiyiCs I0HOIIA.

Ha nuiue cTapuka InosiBUIach ropbkas yiaei0ka. OH-TO KaK pa3 9TOTO U 00SJICS, HO IIOHUMAJI, YTO
CKa3aHHOI'0 yXKe He BEPHYTh, [I03TOMY OTBETHUJI Ha BOIIpOC oHOomU: — CrapeinmuHa [Iy Jlo u3
MOPCKOM pachl, U CYUTAETCSA OJHUM U3 MOJIOOBLIX CTAPEHIIINH.

— Pa3 o Moonoi, To, BUOUMO, He 0000 cunén? — cropocun Hun 1u.



— ITo cyT# ma... — OTBETHUJ CTAPHUK, HO JIUIIb ITOCIIe OCO3HA BCIO CYTh BOIIPOCA FOHOUIH W YIUBUIICS
3TOMY.

[Touemy oH roBoput Tak, 6ynro Mmmneparop Hebec MoxeT OBITH C/1abbIM?

— Jlopm Yk3Hb, BaM IIOBE3JI0, YTO 5 BEPHYJICS CIOfa B 9TO BpeMsi, HHa4Ye BaM IIPHIIIOCH ObI JOJITO
MY4UTHCS. f ABIAIOCH TeHepanbHLIM ceKpeTapeéM TéMmHoro CoBeTa B 1lapcTBe bora, mo3ToMy He MOTY
3aKpBIThH I'J1a3a Ha CITy4MBIIeecs, Be[b YTO OyaeT, eciu B OymylleM KTO-TO 3aX04eT, OOMyCTUM, YOUThb
Bac? — BBICKA3aJl CBOE MHEHUE I0HOIIIA.

— Heyxenu TH X04ellb MOKTH MIPOTUB CTAPEMUIINH, la TH XOTh 3HAeIllb, 4TO TeOe Torfaa He XKUTh?! —
BCTPEBOXKEHHO CKa3aJl CTapukK.

L1310 KyHb, HanrpoTus, OBITI COTJIaCEH C IOHOIIEH, BeIb AJIS Yero CYLIeCTBYeT UX COBET U IOPSIAKH,
€CJIU CTaperIIHa MOXKET IIPOCTO MOJOUTH U HaBPeOUThb TI000MYy U3 HUX? YeM UX COBET TOTra
OTJINYaeTCsl OT OOBIYHOM CEKTHl BO BHEILTHEM MUDE?

— Jlopn YxkaHb, 1 Toxe Mnepatop Hebec u He 60toch HUKaKuX crapeimuH Iy Jlo.

— 4 3Halo, yTo TH MMnepatop Hebec, Ho... ITogoxkau, uto? Toxke Ummepatop Hebec? — Uxkoub JIuH
BBITApAIIWI rfla3a Ha Hun 1y, Kak TOIbKO 0CO3HAJI, YTO CKa3aJl I0HOIIIa.

— Bbpat HuH, T8 coBepwiui npopsiB? — 11310 KyHb COMHEBasCd B 9TOM, Be[b IOHOIIA TOJIBKO HEJABHO
noctur cdeps Beunoctu. Kak oH Tak OBICTPO ITPOPBAJICS B IIECTOE I[APCTBO?

— Xorts, maxe ecnu O 51 He moctur MMmmnepaTtopa Hebec, BCE paBHO He ocTaBUII OB 9TO meiio 0e3
BHUMAaHUS. f X04Uy MOCMOTPETDH HA TOTO, KTO MBITAJICS BLICTABUTH MHE YCJIOBUS ¥ BOBJIEK B 9TO
O/TM3KUX MHE JTI0fIel, — C 9TUMH CJI0BaMHU BhIpazkeHue nuiia Hul Ly cTano npenenbHO CEPhE3HEIM U
3JI00HBIM.

A B cneqmymolilee MTHOBeHUE I0HOIIA cXBaTun YKaHb JIung u L[310 KyHs cBoeii CUIION U BOIIEN B IIOTOK
BpEMEHU, HanpaByasach K mTady Temuoro CopeTa!
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