OHM TaKKe 0Ka3ajHuCh BO BPEMEHHOM KaHaJie IIOX0XKHKM Ha PEKY, BOT TOJILKO CKOPOCThb Uxoub JIuHa
Oblna B Pa3Hl BHIIIE, YEM Y 30 Ky'HH Hun Lu YYBCTBOBAJII KaK IIPOXOOUT CKBO3b IIPOCTPAHCTBO, HO
9TO YYBCTBO OY€HBb IMOXOOUIIO Ha MOE3OKY B MalllMHE.

Hobpanuck OHU OO0 TePPUTOpHH ITaba 04eHb OBICTPO, I0OHOIA OT YAUBJIEHUS BHIHYJI KapMaHHbBIE Yachl
¥ ITIOCMOTpeN Ha HuX. [Ipo1io Bcero nmapa MUHYT, Korga Kak ¢ 1[3t0 KyHeMm oxu OB qoOHpanuch
HECKOJIbKO JHEH...

— 9TO [Id u3MepeHus BpeMeHu? — YK9Hb JIUH B3r/IAHYJ HA KApMaHHbIE Yachl.

— Ara, o6pIyHas MOOPSKYIIIKA, — OTBETHUII IOHOIIIA.

— JleiicTBUTENBbHO OECIIONIe3Has BEIuIla, 51 BUAEN Togo0H0e B OQHOM M3 MaJIeHbKUX MUPKOB.

[Tocrne yero o6a Mosya MOSIBUNKCH Y Bxoma B mtab Témuoro CoBeta. Korgma cTpaxa y oBepu yBHUAena
Yxk9Hb JIMHA, TO Cpa3y XkKe IpPOIyCTUIa ero.

— Jii, 9TO XKe mnammuy 6pat Huu! — co CTOPOHE! pa3mascs TPOMKUM T'OIOC.

— Komanpgup Ci03 1y, maBHO He BUOENHCh, — YIHIOHYIICS IOHOIIA.

Cio3 Llu paccMessicst, pafysiCh 9YTO C MaJIbYHUINKOM BCE B IOPSIOKE, IIOC/IE YET0 IIOKIOHUIICS CTAPUKY U
crpocui: — MacTep YK9Hb, B IPUBEJIH €T0 YTOOH! OH IIPOLIEN LIEPEMOHHUIO TIOBBIIIEHUS?

— [TouTH, HO cIiepBa MHI JOJIXKHEI JOJIOKHUTH O €r0 BO3BpallleHn!. I'eHepabHBIN CeKpeTaph y cebs?

— Ia, maBaiiTe s BaC OTBEMY.

HoBocTb 0 Bo3Bpaienuu Hun L[y 6pICTPO pa3Hecach 1o mTady, a 3aTeM BhIIIIA 3a €r0 TOPU30HTHI.
MHorue crbliiany, 4To ero 3abpan Mmmnepatop Hebec u oH ucues 6e3 crnepa.

PaznuuHBIe ceKpeTapu ¥ KoMaHaupel TéMHOro CoBeTa HaXOOWIMCh Celyac B 3maHuu Iraba, u
HEKOTOphIe U3 HUX, CaMble JII00OIBITHEE, 3a/laBalid I0HOIIIE BOIIPOCH HAIIPSAMYIO.

— Mnapumi 6paT, Ta xKeHiuHa MMneparop HeGec?

— Kakyio Harpagy oHa Tebe fmana?

K>



I[Toxa Cro3 Llu BEN UX K TeHEPATbHOMY CEKPETApPI0, Er0 3aChiIaay BOIIPOCAaMHU, KTO-TO eIé Goree
CMeJIBIY cripocut ecTh i y JIu lllaH cynpyr, 9TO 3aCTABUIIO I0HOIIY Ha MTHOBEHNE 060MIeTh!

Korpga onu Bomiu B KaOMHET U reHepasibHbIM ceKpeTaph YBUIE IOHOIIIY, OH TYT XKe 0Ka3aJics Iepef
HUM.

HOHowa HE yCIIeJl CpearupoBarTh, a JIaAOHb MYZKYMHEI Y2K€ JI€XKaJjla Ha €TI0 I'OJIOBE.

Hun Llu 3a6eCrOKOMIICS, TaK KaK €ClIA OH PELIUT OCMOTPETh €T0 BHYTPEHHUN MUP, TO 0OHAPYKUT
MHOT'0 TOTO, 0 Y4EM OH He XOTeJl HUKOMY PacCKa3bIBaTh.

[Toka oH ImepeXuBaj U AyMaJl YTO fielaTh, TeHepabHbEIM CeKpeTaphb yOpas TafoHb U elle pa3
OCMOTpEJI I0HOIIIY C TOJIOBHI 0 IIAT.

— CTpanHo, Korfia oHa Te0s ymapuia, MHe IT0Ka3anock 6yTO XKeHIIMHa YTO-TO OCTaBuUIa B Tebe... —
BBICK@3aJICSd TeHepaIbHBIN CeKpeTapb HaXMypuB OPOBU, — B TBOEM BHYTPEHHEM MUPE €CTb KaKHe-TO
CcTpaHHOCTHU? My TH He 3Haemb? ECu HET, MOXKEeIb IT03BOJIUTh MHE OCMOTPETh BCE JTUYHO?

— FeHepaJ’IbHLIfI CeKpeTaps, B MOEM BHYTPEHHEM MHDPE€ HET HUYETrOo CTPAHHOTI' 0.

— Xopot1110, TOCKOJIBKY Thl He XOUeIlh YTOOH! 5 IIPOBEPSiyI, 3aCTaBIAThL He Oyny. B HaieM TémMHOM
CoBete 0e3 pa3pellneHus HIKTO He MOXKET IIPOBEPATHL YyKOM BHYTPeHHUM MUP. Tak, Hy a Tenepb
pacckaxu MHE O TOM XKeHIIMHe, HaM XKeJlaTeJIbHO Y3HaTh KTO OHA U OTKy/a TaKas IOSBUJIACE.

— Ona... — Hun IIu GeICTPO paccka3san BCE MyKUYKHeE, KaK BAPYT B pyKaX reHepabHOTO CeKpeTaps
IIOSIBUJIACH TOJICTasl KHUTA.

OHa aBTOMaTH4eCKH Hayvasla MepelucThBaTh cTpanullel. Hul 1y npuurypuscs, 4ToObl pasrisaeThb
XOTb YTO-TO, HO B JINXOPAAOYHO MEHSIOMIUXCS CTPAHUIAX YBUAE JIUIIb O0JBIINON 06BEM KaKOK-TO
“HGOPMAIIUH.

«Macrep YxkaHb JIMH, @ YTO 3TO 3a KHATA?» — TeHePaJIbHEIN CeKpeTaph IIPOCTOSIT HEIIOABUKHO
6onee yaca, a CTpaHUIL B KHUTE OblIM OynTO 6ECKOHEUHEIE, YTO MIPOOYAUIIO B I0HOIIIE JIIOOOIIEITCTBO
¥ OH 3afjaJ Bompoc Yxa3Hb JIuny.

«Knaura Ha3bBaeTcs: «TéMHBIE XPOHUKN», BHYTPU HEE HAXOMSTCS 3alMCH, COCTAaBIIEHHBIE CAaMbIMU
IIePBLIMU TEMHBIMM MacTepaMu. YUTaTh TaKyl0 KHUTY MOXKET TOIbKO I'eHepaIbHbIM CeKpeTaph, HO V
Hero KHura HemosHasg. HacTosmue XpOHUKY HaXOOsATCA B pyKaX y CTapeUIlIuH» — OTBETUT YXK3Hb
JIuH.

FOHo11a e1mé pa3 mocMoTpes Ha KHUTY B pyKax My>KYUHEI, HO y2Ke COBCEM II0 Apyromy. Bo3amMoxKHO,
BHYTPHU HEE OH CMOXKEeT y3HaTh IOOPOOHOCTHU O CBOEH IIPOIIION XKU3HU!



IIBa gaca CIIyCTs CTPAHUIIEI ITPOOOJIZKAJIXA IIEJIECTETh. Hun [un YZXKe CTaJIO Ka3aTbkCA YTO 3TO 3alMET
Ky4y BpEeM€EHH, HO HEO2KUOaHHO T‘eHepaJ’[bHBIfI CeKpPeTaph PE3KO0 3aXJIOIIHYJI KHUTY C HEMHOTI'O
HaHpﬂ}KéHHLIM JINIIOM.

— Yro-To ecTb 00 aToM JIu Illan? — cnpocun Yxkaub JIuH.

— Hameén!

— Kt0 oHA? — CTAapPUK 3aMETHUII BO B3TrJIsAAe €ro Ha4aJIbHUKAd HEKYIO HACTOPO2KEHHOCTE.

— Ona nIpemoK packl MEPTBEIOB! OTO 0YeHb BaxKHOe meno. A JomKeH KaK MOXKHO CKOpee HOI0XKUTh
00 9TOM cTapeHImuHaM. BEl MOKa MOJOXKIUTE.

[Ipenok pacel MepTBELOB?

YkoHb JIuH OB TOpax€eH, a 3aTeM nmoBén Huu [u u Cios 1lu K 3any coOpaHuil.

[Toka onu muu tTyaa, Cioa Liu npomenTtan: — MacTtep YXK3Hb, OHa AENUCTBUTENLHO MTPENOK?

Hun [y HY YepTa He MOHKWMaJI, I0YeMYy TaK BaxKHO OBIJIO 3TO CJIOBO «IIPEOK»?

PasBe uTo0 3TO emi€ pa3 noaTBepxkaano, yro Jiu Illan ormuyanack oT o6siuHOTO MMnepaTopa Hebec!

— CKopee BCero, — KUBHYJI CTAapPUK C CEPHE3HBIM BUJIOM.

— Mactep Yk9Hb JIMH, a 4TO 3HAUUT IIPEJOK? — CIPOCHUII IOHOIIIA.

— IIpenok — 3TO YTO-TO BPOLE TUTYJIA CYLIeCTBa, OCHOBaTelNsa pacel. Ecnu Hanpumep JIu [lan
OEeVCTBUTENLHO SIBSETCS IIPEOKOM PaChl MEPTBEIIOB, TO 3TO 3HAYHUT UTO [0 €€ IOSBIEHUS PACH
MePTBELIOB He CyllecTBOBano! Cuna KaXXAoro npefaka Ype3BblYaliHO yCTpallallas. g He 3Hal0 Kak
IOJITO OHAa IIPOXKMIIa ¥ KaKOBa €€ peasbHas KyJIbTHUBALIMS, HO OHA TOYHO He HUXKe MMmmepaTopa
Hebec! — 0TBETUIT CTAPUK, MBITAIOIIUNCS YTUXOMUPHUTD IIOK, OYIIYIOMIUY B CBOEM CEPATIE.
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