CI0BHO OepKUMBIM, DCTHAH MOMOIIEN K IBEPH CBOEM KOMHATHI B Ty K€ MUHYTY, KaK yCJIbIIIal rojaoc
Cecusb. 3a ee KpEKAMH U CJI€3JTMBEIMU PHIDAHUSIMU CIIYT OBICTPO IOCJIeOBAJIM TPOMKKE YOAphl 110
MaCCHUBHOU ABepu. bynydu IpoYHO MOCTPOEHHOU U IIJIOTHO 3allePTOH, ABEPh He MOoAaaBasach.
ScTuaHy noHagoOUI0Ch MTHOBEHME, YTOORI TOHSATh, K CBOEMY HEe[IOBEPHIO, YTO CTYK OBLIT U3-3a TOTO,
yto Cecusb Bpe3anach B Bepb. ITO Oblsia Gecrosie3Has IOMbITKa, KOTopas IpuBesia 6bl TOIHKO K
6omu. TBepOOCTH iepeBa, UCIOIL30BABIIET0CS B OTAEIKE UMIIEPAaTOPCKOT0 ABOPILIA, @ B 0COOEHHOCTH
— MMIIePaTOPCKUX IIOKOEeB, ObljIa CpaBHUMA C KaMHeM. TeM He MeHee, aTaka Cecunb Oblia
6e3KasI0CTHOM, U OBEph BUOpPUPOBaia py KaxkaoM yaape.

— O, Het! brictpo! OcTaHOBUTE €€ BETUYECTBO!

YcnpinaB ucTepuYeckre KPUKU CBOUX CITYT, ICTHAH OTKPBUI ABEPDh U 0OHAPYKUIT JIETSALIUN HA HETO
ctyn. OH HHCTUHKTUBHO CXBATHJII €T0 3@ HOXKKY, IIPeXkKMe 4YeM OKHUHYTh B3TJISIIOM OTKPHIBIIYIOCS
nepeqn HUM cleHy. [lepBoe, 4To 6POCUIOCH eMy B I'j1a3a, ObLT B3JIOXMAYEHHBIA BUL €T0 UMIEPATPHUIIHL.
Opexmna Cecunb Onina B Oecniopspke. Ei yganock obogpath 0eT0CHEKHYI0 KOXKY Ha TOJIBIX IIyledax, U
Ta CTaja KPOBOTOYMTHL M KPacCHETh. B pasHEIX MecTax 06pa30BbIBAIUCE I[APAIUHEl U CUHSIKH.

«Yto oHa pmenana?! OHa CTONKHY/IACh C YKpalleHreM Ha aBepu? CKOJIBKO CUJIBI OHA UCII0JIb30Balla,
YTOOBI ITPOJIOMUTE €€...»

Cecub Bce elle CTosIa, KPeIKo 3aXKMYPHUB T'Jla3a U BIENUBIIKNCH B IPYTOHM KOHeI cTyna. Eciu Obl
ScTuaH He IepexBaTHIa yaap, ee 3amscThe yKe OblI0 Obl BRIBUXHYTO WM Jaxe ciioMaHo. Cyns 1mo
BBIPAZKEHUIO JIMIIA, MEeBYIIKa 3Hama 00 9TOM ¥ Oblyla TOTOBa. MEICTE O TOM, YTO OHa HaBpemuT cele,
pa3mpaxasna JCTHaHa, ¥ OH OTIIBRIPHY CTYIL.

— Bame BenuuecTBo? — Cecuib B3JOXHYIa, IOAHUMAS I'1a3a, YTOOE BCTPETUTHCS C HUM.

OH TyT Xe IPOTSAHYJ PYKYy ¥ KPenKo 00HAT ee 3a Tanuio. He roBops HU €10Ba, MyXK4UHa IIOBEPHYJICS
¥ yIaJIUiICs B CBOIO KOMHATY, @ 3aTeM HallpaBWICH K KpoBaTH. [Ipexne ueM 0co3Has, ICTUaH
0o0HapYXKUJI, YTO CMOTPUT BHU3 Ha Cecusb, KOTOpasi 0Ka3asiach B JIOBYIIKE IO HUM, U C YIUBIEHUEM
TJISIOUT Ha HETO B OTBET.

MMriepaTop MoJ4aj, UX B3TTISOE IIepeceknuch. Cecuib, OMXKHO ObITh, OBl yOUBIeHa, HO OHa He
KpHdYaja ¥ He MbITamach 6exkaTh. [[eByIIKa JIUIIb BOIPOCUTEIBHO TOCMOTpea Ha Hero. Ee ria3a,
JIUIIIEHHEIE CTPaXa, 3aCTaBUIM JCTHaHa IePeXBAaTUTh AbixaHue. Cecumnb Obla CIUIIKOM 0e33aIluTHa
B €T0 IIPUCYTCTBUH; ee pacciabieHHoe moBefeHre ObIJI0 BEI3BAHO a0COTIOTHOM BEPOH B TO, UTO
MyK4YHHa HUKOTMa He IPUYUHUT el Bpel. B ero xke cepmiie Oypiuiau MPpOTHBOPEUYUBEIE YYBCTBA. Ero
CO3HAHHUE Pa3pPhIBAIOCh MEXKY KeJTaHHEM OIpPaBIaTh ee JOBEPHE U Pa3pYIIUTh ero.

— Bamme BenmuuectBo? Kak Bbl cebst 4yBCTByeTe?..

[Toka Cecumnb roBopuia, IPUSTHEIM apoMaT IIeKOTasl ero HoC. ITO ObII 3HAKOMEIH 3amax — CIafKui
apoMar IIBETOB, CMEIlIaHHKIN C YHUKAIbHBIM 3amtaxoM Cecuiib, KOTOPHIM OH HaclaXAaJiCs B CBOE
YIOBOIBLCTBUE TOCTIEMHNE HECKOIBKO MecsleB. Cielys CBOUM UHCTUHKTaM, OCTUAH YTKHYJICS JTULIOM
eyl B 3aThIJIOK U I'NTy00KO BOOXHYJ. ViMIepaTop HaIOJHUM €10 CBOU JIETKKe, HO 3TOT0 OBLIO



HeJocTaToyHo. EMy HykHO 65110 60mbiie. HaMHOTO Gombine. 2KennaHue KUIeno BHyTPU HETO, U
TpocToro o6bATHS OBI0 Majo. Kak erko B3siTh ee MPSMO 37eCh U cefiyac. ICTHaH MOT YTOJNSTh CBOU
noTpeOHOCTY CHOBA U CHOBA, & KOT[a Ky/IbMUHAINS er0 CTPACTH IIepPeIoiHsa U BEICBOO0XKIanach
BHYTDU HeEE...

ScTHaH HAMPSTCs, KOTa MOHSI HallpaBleHue CBOUX MBICTIeH. EC/TM OH YCTYIUT IOpPHIBAM, 3TO
npuBefeT K OyOyIeMy, KOTOPOTO OH MeHbIIe BCcero xkemaeT. OH YCIIOKOUIICS, YXBAaTHBIUIUCE 3a
OCTaBIIYIOCS PalMOHANLHOCTE. [IoKa MyK4KMHa BHUMAJ I'0j10Cy... TONIBKO TOTHAa BOPYT UMIIepaTop
TIOHSIJI, YTO CTaJI0 TUX0. HempekpalrawIiieecs 9X0 B ero T0JI0Be MOJTHOCThI0 uc4ye310. OH OBl
HACTOJIBKO OILIeJIOMJIEH, YTO HE MOT He BOCXUTHUTHCS BCITyX.

— Yrt0? Kakoii?.. Oit! Bel uMeeTe B BULy TOT CTpaHHBIY 3BYK? — oTBeTUIa CeCuss.

— Cecurnb, THl MOXKeEIlb CHIBIIIATh TOJI0C IBreHauda? — ICTHAH U30 BCEX CUJI IIBITAJICS CAepKaThb
yTrpo3y B CBOEM TOHE, KOTTIa IMMOMHSIJICS U CTa C JII0OOIBITCTBOM CMOTPETh Ha Hee. — KTO THI Takas,
Cecunn?

OHn o0OyMHIBal, KaKue CJI0Ba MOTJIM ITPO3ByYaTh B OTBET, HAaOIIoAasi, KaK OHa M30 BCEX CHUJI ITHITAETCS
chopmynupoBaTh 0TBeT. Kem Oblyta 9Ta KeHIuHa? YTo oHa co60i mpencTaBseT? 3ejieHble ria3a
9TOU TaMHCTBEHHOU KEHIIWHBI, CMOTPEBILIEN Ha HET0 CHU3Y BBEPX, MeAJIEHHO MOPrHynu. [Ioxoxe,
OHa Halwia oTBeT. Cecunb Hayasia OTKPHIBATh POT.

— 4 — XeHa BaIllero BeJIU4YeCcTBa, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJIA OHA, — XOTS CKOPO 3TO MOXKET USMEHUTHCA.

Ee oTBeT OB B BHICIIEH CTEIEHU OYTHUYHEIM U COBEPIIEHHO HEOXUIAHHHIM. JCTHAH He HAXOIUI
CJIOB, HO BTOpAs MTOJIOBMHA €€ 3aMeYaHUs I0-HaCTOsIIeMy paccTpouna ero. Passon? NMnepckuit
pa3Bop OymeT Hemerko monyuuTh. Cecuss Obllla He B COCTOSTHUM Pa30pBaTh WX Opak, a ICTHAH HE
cobuparcs ee OTIyCKaTh.

— Yto? K10 cKa3an? — pABKHYJI MyXK4YWHa, He B CUJIaxX IIOaBUTh YXMBUIKY, 3aKPaBIIyIOCS Ha €ro
JIUTIO.

— Ilouemy, moyemy HeT? —C BbI30BOM OTBeTUa CeCusb. YXMBIIKA MYXK4YKUHEL UMeJla OJ1 Hee OPyTroe
3Ha4YeHMe, U B OTBET €€ I'Jla3a 3a0CTPUNUCh. — ECJIU BH IIJTaHUPYETe Pa3BECTUCH, TyUllle
IIOTOPONUTHLCS. Y HAc HET peOeHKa, TakK 4To Mpo0ieM He BO3HUKHET, H...

— PebeHoOK, TOBOPHUIIb... — Hepe6Hn ScTtuaH, 00XBAaTUB ee JIUIIO JIQMOHSIMH.

[Tonyuyenre KpoBu IBreHauda — ogHa U3 1esel ero Bparos. Ecnu Ol 13 HETo HeJb3s OO ee
M3BJIeYb, OHU HalleWINCh Obl Ha ero JeTed. Kak ¥ caM uMIlepaTop, ero HacllefHUKU YHACIIeAyIOT
IPOKJIATYIO CyIAb0Yy POTUTHCS YYHOBHUIIEM. ITO TOT UCXOM, KOTOPOTO OH OTYASTHHO XOTeJT nu30ekKaTs.
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