— T'onoBa mouTy BocCcTaHOBUIACh. MOXKET, CHOBa ee 0Tpe3aTh? — ICTHaH TKHYJI MyXKYKUHY B TOJIOBY.

— Ou-ait! [Tpupepxku nomagpei! CTOIBKO CHJI IO Ha TO, YTOOH OHa cpocyack! Kak Thl Mor
NOOyMaThCs Ilepepe3aTh ee CHOBa?! —B TpeBOre BCKPUKHYI Puyapp. JIopa-mar, CBSI3aHHBIY U
OpOIIIEHHEIN B TIOI3€MHEIE KaMepHI [JIST TOIIPOCOB, OphIKAJICS, KaK phlba, BHITALlEHHAS U3 BOJIHI.

— Pa3Be He CTpaHHO B MO€M CJly4ae XOaTh TBOETO BEI3IOPOBIEHUA? JTO UTOO Thl HUKOT A GOJIbIIIe
He yayMaJl IOBTOPUTH TOKOOHOE. ..

— IMomo6Hoe? ['0BOpPIO Ke, UMIIePaTOp, €CTh IPUYHUHA, 10 KOTOPOU TH He YOUI MeHs, HeCMOTPS Ha
TIOCTOSIHHBIE YI'PO3El OTPYOUTH TOJIOBY, fa? — MpeXKHee JIeTKOMEICTUEe Pruyapaa pe3ko uc4esso, a TOH
r0JI0Ca yIaj Ha OKTaBy HUXKe. 3MeHeHUs YCUITUIM XOJIOM, KOTOPHIM OMYCTHIICS Ha BCIO KaMepy IS
mompocoB. X0Tst 0OBIYHO OH Bell cebst 6e3yMHO, MMEHHO B TAaKH€ MOMEHTHI €TI0 ITOaBIISIONIas aypa
Mara OalrHy BeIpaxasa ceos.

— TBos... xeHa. Ee Beqb Cecunb 30ByT? Tebe Toxke M0O0MBITHO, He Tak Jiu? JII0OONEITHO, KaK OHa
BBI3BAJIa 9TOTO IpaKOHa. Pa3Be ThI He OCTABJISEIIb MEHS B KUBHIX, YTOOB! BEISICHUTD IPUUKUHY? —
IpoBOKalus Puyapma Oblyla BCTpeUyeHa MOTYaHUEM, HO JIMIIO DCTHAHA CTaJIo KecTdye, KOTaa
MyXK4urHa mpousHec uMs Cecunb. TeM He MeHee, OH He CMOT OITPOBEPTHYTH €T0 CII0Ba, 3af€BIIKe 3a
xkuBoe. O0oOpeHHbIH KoneOaHusIMU UMIIepaTopa, Pudapa mpomoaKuil: — TO, YTO S IPUHEC —
OTIpefieIeHHO SUII0 MPU3PAYHOro 3Bepsi. Ecimu Obl 0OOBIYHBIM YeJI0BEK ITPUKOCHYJICS K HEMY,
BBICKOYMJIO OBl YTO-HUOYIb 0OBIYHOE, THIIA CallaMaHAphl. Ho mpakoH Obln BeI3BaH. THl ¥ caM BUMET.
MEI maxe He IPUKOCHYIIMCH K siiy. ETMHCTBEHHAsI, KTO 9TO cHeas, Oblla HMIIEPaTPHIIa.

— 9T0 MOryI0 OBITH SULI0 OPaKOHa C CaMOr'o Ha4dalld... — IIPUTJIYIIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM BO3PA3UII 9cTuaH.

— Torpma aTo ctaso Ol eme 6obInel mpodneMoi! — cka3an Puyapy, 3anuBasick cMexoM, — IToxoxe,
THI MaJIO YTO 3HAEIb O JPaKOHAX, HO UX SHI[a UMEIOT HePOHUIIaeMY0 3amuTy. OHU MOTYT CBECTH Ha
HET BCe Maru4ecKue aTakKyd C MOMEHTA OTKJIQ[KH, a TaKXKe HeBOCIIPUUMYHUBH IIOYTH KO BCEM
(GbU3MYEeCKNM aTakaM. ITO He TO SIUII0, KOTOPOEe MOXKET JIET'KO CJIOMAThCS.

— Torga Kak ke poXKaaloTCs APaKOHHI, eC/M UX SiIla TaK TPYAHO Pa3duTh?

— FOBOpHT, YTO IIOBEJINTEJIb JPDAKOHOB 6YJIGT TOIITATh M0, T0OKa OHO HE TPEeCHEeT, — YBEPEHHO
OTBETHUJI Mar.

«4Yto 3a epyHaa? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Hy2KHO IIPOCTO YOUTH 3TOTO MOIIEHHUKa», — MOAyMall JCTHUaH,
MoJ14a BBITaCKMBas Med 13-3a Iosica.

— Ju-ait! Y6epu celtuac ke uepHyto ctans! Ito npasma! 4 He myuy! EcTs MHOTrO 3amuceli! Bce
naHHBIE B OalllHe! — TOPONIKMBO BCKPUKHYI Pudapy, Io4yBCTBOBaB yOUNCTBEHHOE HACTPOEHNUE
uMmneparopa. — B 1000M ciydae, uMnepaTpulie yAanoch pa3bUTh 3TO BedaTIsolee SIUI0 OGHIM
IPUKOCHOBEHUEM PYKHU. ITO HEBO3MOXKHBIN ITOABUT U A7 HAC, U IS IOBEIUTENS IPaKOHOB.



OcTHaH 3agyMalics, He HeceT i Puyapy demyxy.

— Tak 4T0 Xe TH IpeaIaraenis?

— Baima moporas uMnepaTrpuilia, pa3Be BaM He HHTePECHO, KTO OHa? Bbl el CTBUTENBHO AyMaeTe, YTO
9Ta XeHIIUHA — OOBIYHBIN YeJI0BeK C KPACUBBEIM JTUIIOM? UTO OHA CTaJia Balllel XKeHOH 10 YHCTOMY
COBIIQEHUIO?

OCTHaHy MPUIIIOCH MPU3HATh, YTO KAKOE-TO BPEMST €T0 MY4HJIO YYBCTBO HEYBEPEHHOCTH, BO3HUKILIEE
ele 0o MHIUAEeHTa C MPU3LIBOM gpakoHa. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI MITHOBEHHOE BileueHue K Cecumib ¢ uxX
TIepBOM BCTPeYH. BhIIO M Korma-HuOyOb elre, 4To0b ICTHAH YYBCTBOBAJ OTHOCTOPOHHIO
moOpozKenaTeNbHOCTD II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K ipyromy? [laxke KeitH, KOTOPHIH OBIT €0 GIHUKaAUIITIM
IOBEPEHHBIM JIMIIOM, He I0JIb30BaJICS eT0 HeImoKoneOuMEIM foBeprueM. U Bce ke uMIepaTop
abcomoTHO Bepull B Cecunb. BhI ellle Kyphe3 ¢ npuHileccor KOmuanou. B To BpeMs Kak Bce
OJOAJKCh ee cuile Ha OaHKeTe, Cecusb He TOJIbKO CyMeJia MPOTUBOCTOSTh 3aKIMHAHUIO, HO Jaxe
paccesina ero.

— 4 mory momoub. B Balieit uMmnepaTpuiie KOMKHO ObITH 4YTO-TO 0coOeHHOe. 4 BHIsICHIO, 4TO 3T0! He
yOuBas ee! — Puuapp Obln olesioMyieH YOUNCTBEHHOM aypo, UCXOASIIel 0T dCTHaHa.

«Hy Bce, 1 — Tpym».

OmHako, Ipexae YeM UMIepaTop yCIena oTpyouTh Puuapmy rojioBy, ero Ipepsa CTYK B IBepb
KaMephl IJIsI [OTPOCOB. EMMHCTBEHHEIM YeT0BeKOM, KOTOPOMY ObITT pa3pelleH Clofa JOCTYII, KpoMe
Hero camoro, 6b11 KeiiH. Ero phillapb-KoOMaHAUp He ObUT TeM, KTO UCKaJjl Obl ero 6€3 CPOYHOTO [ena.
OH CO B3[I0XOM BBHITIPSIMUJIICS.

— Bougute, — KpUKHYIT JCTHAH.

[TompuBeTCTBOBaB UMIEpPaTopa, KewH OLICTPO HAavasl PacCKa3kBaTh O MPodIeMe:

— Jlropu, IOCTTAaHHEIE Ha KOPOJIEBCKYIO BU/ITY B HaBUTaHe, BEPHYIIUCE.

9cTUaH KMBHYJI, BCIIOMHUB IIpUKa3 IPUBECTU CIIyKaHOK, BocliuTaBIux Cecusnb. Bcakui pas, Korga
OHa rOBOpPHJIA O CBOEM [IETCTBE, TO pacCKa3biBasla, KakK ee BOCIUTHIBAIA IBOPLIOBLIE CITy2KaHKHU.

— HukTo HUKOTIIa HE MPUXOAKII Ha MO0 KOPOJIEBCKYIO BHJITY. MeHST BOCIIUTAIN TaMOIIIHIE
cnyxaHku. Ecnu Obl He OHHU, 51 OBl TaM U yMepJia, — JTacKoBO ckalasa Cecunb. Ee nmuio OBII0 MOTHO
TOCKH, TIO3TOMY DCTHAH PEInsI IPUBECTH ITUX KEHITUH B uMnepuio. OH OB YBEPEH, YTO 9TO OymeT
BEJIUKOJIEMTHEIM [TOJapKoM ero uMmmnepaTpuiie. OH GBI OBOJIEH, TOTBKO IPEACTABIIss, KaK OHa OymeT
CYaCTIIMBA.

— Bort kak. A B yeM feno? Mx Bcex nmpuse3nu?



— Hacuer artoro... — Konebanue KeiitHa yKa3bIBajio, YTO YTO-TO He TaK.

— Yto Takoe? B yem npobiaema? OHM OTKa3alIKuCh IPHUEXATh?

— Her. I'lo cnosam MYXK4YHH... Ha TOU KOpOHeBCKOfI BUJINIe He OBIIIO CIIY2KAaHOK, — Ha JINIle KOMaHOuPa
O0TPA3UJIOCh HEAOYMEHHUE.

— Yt0? OHU yBONMUINUCH ¥ yuuu? Unm ymepnu?

— Her, aT0 ToXe He BepHO, — KeliH Koebascs, mpexae yeM IPOOOIKUTE. — ['0OBOPST, UTO B
IIOCJIeIHNEe HECKOJIbKO NeCSITUIeTUH Ha BUJIIe He ObIIO HU OJHOM TOPHUYHOM.
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