KOnuaHa mpekpacHO 3Hasla, YTO UMIIepaTPHUIla He MOCeIaeT HUKAKiue MePOIpPUsITUs. XOOUIKA CITyXH,
YTO UMIIEPATOP 3AMPETHUn e MOKUAATh ABOPELl, U, CyIs II0 ero IOBeNeHUI0 Ha ITUPY, OHU, BEPOSITHO,
MMeJIH CMEICTI. YnoMuHaHre KOmuaHoi uMIepaTpHIlbl IPUBEJIO K HAaIPSKEeHHI0 Ha JINIax
IPUCYTCTBYIOUINX, aMbl IPUHSIACh HEPBHO MEePETIsAabIBaThCS. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OJUH U3
IIPUCYTCTBYIOUINX OCTOPOXKHO OTBETHII:

— Ee BemMyecTBO He NIPUTET...

— O, noyemy?.. — cupocuna KOnuaHa ¢ HeIOHUMaHUEM.

— E# maBHO GBIJIO OTIIPABIEHO IIPUTJIAlIeHNEe, HO MBI 10 CHUX IIOP He MOIY4YUIId 0TBeTa. KpoMe Toro...
— TOCThSI 3aIIHYJIach ¥ IIOMpayHesia. — Bo3M0XKHO, BH HE TaK XOPOIIO 3HAKOMEI, IIPUHIIECCA
HOnuaHa, HO ee BeIMUECTBO HUKOTMIa PaHblIle He Iocelllana OTKPLITHE MEPOIPUSITHUS.

— Ila, OHA [I0 CHX IIOP MOSBIISAIACH TOTBKO Ha MEPOIPUSITUSIX BHYTPH UMIIEPATOPCKOTO OBOPIA, —
BMeIIaJICS OPYroi co0ecemHuUK.

Tema orpaHUWYEHHBIX MTOSIBIIEHUN HMIIePaTPHULIbl OBICTPO IIPUBJIEK/A BCEX CyllaTesiel, KOTOPhe
XOTeJU 000aBUTh CBOU ISITh KOTIEEK, ¥ Pa3roBop OBICTPO IepepocC B IPEATIONI0KEHUS O ee
OTCYTCTBUH.

— MoxeT, ell HEIIPUSITHO HAaXOOUTHCS B 00IECTBE HE3HAKOMBIX €M JTI0fei? — IPeINnoI0XuII OOUH U3
y4aCTHUKOB.

— Kak xe Tak? Ee BenmM4ecTBO MPUIIaCHIa MEHs Ha YaeluTHe BCKOpPe II0CIe OKOHYAHUS IIprueMa
Halei generamnuu, —OBICTPO oTBeTNa KOnuana. Ee 3asBieHne BcexX YOUBHUIIO.

— UYto? Ee BenuueCcTBO NpUTJlacuia MPUHIECCY Ha YaenuTtue?

— HeBeposiTHo! MiMmepaTpulla HUKOTa He MIPUTJIaliala K ce6e ToCTex. ..

OO111en3BECTHO, YTO YAETIUTHS B UMIIEPUU MOXKHO OBIIO pa3[eNiuTh Ha OBa Tuma. [IepBril — 00BIYHOE
YyaenuTue, Kyaa IIpUrialiajyich eQUHOMBIIIIEHHUKY [J151 IPUATHOTO BPEMSIIPENPOBOXKIEHUS 3a
Oecemoii; a BTOpol — 4TOOH fepKaTh KOro-TO B y3ze. UTO MOXKeT OBITh JIy4llle, YeM YaeluTue, rae
MOZKHO II0Ka3aTh CBOIO BJIACTh? JTO UAeaNIbHHIN CII0CO0 OKPYXKUTH Ce0s1 COI03HUKAMU U YHU3UTh
TIPUTTIALIEHHO0 XKePTBY. Takoe MPEeUMYIIECTBO aBajio 3aYUHIIUKY MTOJTHOE TPEUMYIIECTBO.
WmnepaTpulla IpuMeHUIa Ty XKe CTPATeruio, C TOH JIUIIb PA3HUIEN, YTO ee COIO3HUK NMPUHST Gopmy
npakoHa. Bckope FOnmuaHa nosyuuia XejnaeMylo peakIuio.

— Kusarunsa FOnuana, 4To-HUOYOb CIYYUIIOCE?.. {1 MMelo B BUMy, BaM ITIOHPABUJIOCh YaeIUTHE?

BB1710 0YeBHUAHO, YTO IpUTIAlllEeHHEe UMIIePaTPULIEI Ha YaelluTHe OTHOCUJIOCh KO BTOPOU KaTETrOpUM.
HWiMeHHO Ha 3TOT pe3ynbTaT U paccuuThiBana IOnuaHa.



«Temneps Mos1 ouepens?»

Ee cnepyromuii Xo cTaHET KyJIbMUHALMEN UTPHL. [leByIlIKe IPUXOAUIIOCh YPaBHOBEIINBATh
IIPUTBOPHYIO HAaUBHOCTh M PACKPHIBATh 3aByalMpPOBAHHBEIE YTPO3Bl UMIIEPATPHULIHL.

— Hy xoneuno! [TogapeHHbIN KMIIEPAaTOPOM ABOPEL] OIIpaBHas CIyXu O CBOeM HeOOBIYaiiHOM KpacoTe.
Ee BenuuecTBO ToxXe Oblla 04eHb FOCTENIPUUMHA, — IIPUHIlECCA HAMepPeHHO fobaBuia B royoc
JIETKYIO IPOXKb.

— YTO0-TO MOLINIO He TaK? — BCe C CUSAIOIIMMU I'JIa3aMu 3aMepJid Ha CII0Bax HOnuaHBL.

— Ee BenuuecTBO IpuBe3ya ¢ co00i IpakKoHa, 0 KOTOPOM XOIAT CIyXH, — 2Kaylo0HO cKas3asla
MeBYIIKa.

— Yto?!

— IpakoH?..

[Io Tonme mpoHecnIUCh B30OXU. BHE3anHO NOABUBILINKCA IPAKOH, pa3pyLIUBIIAY UMIIEPATOPCKUN
nBoper;? O HeEM MaJjio YyTO OBITIO U3BECTHO, KpOMe TOTo GaKkTa, YTO OH TAaMHCTBEHHLIM 00pa3oM
YMEHBIIUJICS B pa3Mepax I10Cje TOro, Kak OblJI IOKOPeH UMIlepaTopoM. ['0BOPUIIK, YTO OPaKOH
M30JIMPOBaH U 3aTO4eH INTy00KO B ITOI3eMeJIbsIX UMIIepaTOPCKOTo ABOpLa. TeM He MeHee,
MMIlepaTpulia BEICTABIIAa HAlloka3 pegKoe CYIIeCTBO Ha YaeluTuu?

— [IIa, s cMoTpesia Ha gpakoHa u3 moboneiTcTBa. Ho, K coXkaseHuio, II0X0xkKe, 51 eMy He TIOHPaBUIach.
OH BOpPYT MONBITAJICS YKYCUTb MEHS, TaK YTO... — OHA B3[[POTHYJIa, CJIOBHO BHOBb IlepeXkrBas CTpax.

— Boxe Mmotii...

— TI'ocnonu...

B rnasax okpyxatomux KOnuana npencrana 6emHOM IPUHIIECCOM, TIEPEXKUBIIEN YKACHBIN TPUEM
umnepatpuisl. OgHAKO, 10 IIpaBae ToBOPS, ee OPOoXKb Oblila BEI3BaHA CKOpee pa3lpakeHueM, 4eM
cTtpaxoM. KoHe4YHO, ee 4yTKue CIIylIaTenu He MOTJIM 3TOT0 3HATh.

— O 6oxe, mpuHIlecca! Brl Tak mobmegHenu. Bce B mopsake?

— AX, ga, mpoy npoieHus. [JyMmar, 3TO CJIAIIKOM IOKAPOBAJIO MeH. K c4aCThI0, HUYEro
CTPAIIHOTO He MPOMU30IIIJI0, ee BeIMUeCTBO IIpUKa3asia yopaTs ApakoHa. Ho s Bce paBHO 00s1ach... —
€e TOPEeCTHBIE PaCCKa3bl BEI3LIBAIM BCe OOJIbINE MTePELIENTHBAaHUM, TaMbl C HE2KHOCThIO CMOTPEIH Ha
OreiHOE JIUII0 IIPUHIIECCHI.



— BriepBhIe YCTPOUTD IPHEM U II03BaTh TOJIBKO IMpHuHIecCy FOnmuany? 3HAYUT, KMIIEPATPHUIA XOUEeT
IepKaTh ee MoJ KOHTPOJIeM?

— Brl mpaBhl. M mocapuTh psigoM ¢ co0o¥ gpaKoHa, IIPUTJIaCHB €e... 3TO SBHO yrpo3a!

Xotst OnuaHa He MOTJIa TIOHSATH BCETO, O YeM TOBOPUIIH, €M CTaJIO SICHO, UTO MIPUCYTCTBYIOIINE
Hemomo06IuBaoT uMnepatpuily. OHa GBICTPO OIYCTHIIA TOJIOBY, YTOOBI CKPHITH YIIBIOKY, KOTOpPast
TOTOBa OBITa BCIIEIXHYTh Ha ee JIUIIe.

— Bor moii. BoT. Bo3pMuTe M0OU MNIaTOK, MPUHILIECCA, — MIPeAI0KNUiIa CUOeBIIas PSAOOM C Hel JaMa.
Ona npuHsIa I0BeeHNe [EeBYIIKY 3a ITONBITKY CKPHITh Cle3bl. Ee MaleHbKOe MpefcTaBIeHue
IIOCJIY2KUJIO ITIOBOAOM [J1 HOBHIX BO3MYILEHUM.

— B camom fiene, 0 YeM fymMaeT uMIeparop?!

— W npaspa! Ee BennyecTBo obOpalanach C COKPOBUIAMH HAllMK KaK C MyCOPOM BO BpPeMs ee
IIepBOM BCTpeuH ¢ MuHKCTpamu! [1o KaKUX IIOp uMIiepaTop OyaeT 3aKphBaTh ria3a?!

— A He MOTy cebe IIpeaCTaBUTh, KaK HU3KO IIafAeT JOCTOMHCTBO Halller HUMIIEPUH.

— CornacHo cioBaM IpUHIECCH FOuaHEl, ee BeTMYEeCTBO, KaXKeTCs, II0JTHOCThI0 KOHTPOJIUPYET
3TOTO [IpAaKOHA, — XOJIOMHBIN PEe3KHuil T0oI0C mpepBa 001ToBHI0. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia
kputuka Cecumb Mepelia ¥ Ha UMIepaTopa, BeicTynuna UpsH. OHa 37eraHTHO caesiajia TJI0TOK das,
IIpexXkfie YeM IOCTABUTh YalllKy Ha CTOJL.
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