— Kaxkoro?.. — 3amo3pmasno npobopmoTan ['mprautusi. OH HEOOBEPUMBO IIOCMOTPET CHavaa Ha
KeliHa, a TOTOM Ha NTHAYBIO KJIETKY, IIPEXAe YeM I'POMKO 3apbidyaTh. — BBl 4TO TBOpUTE, BapBaphI?!
TBI XOTh IPEACTaBISEINDb, YTO 9TO 3a NITUNA? ITO 3UMHUM MTAaBIWH, KOTOPHIM JKUBET TOJIBKO B
3anaaHbx jJecax AcyaHa! Kak s MOTy CheCThb 9TO pefikoe CylecTB0?! CheCTh TaKylo NIPeJiecTs?!

Korpma 'mpraHTHsT OCTOPOXKHO 00XBAaTHUII KJIETKY KOTTSMHU, ITAaBJIMH U3Majl KPUK, Kak OBl COTIallasiCh:
«ara! I — pegkag nTunal»

KeliH moxar mniedyaMu ¥ OTBETHI:

— 4 cniplman, eciu noxapuTh, OyIET BKYCHO.

['vpranTus OpOrHyJ, U IIaBJIVH, I0YYBCTBOBAB IlepeMeHy, Hadall Bu3XkaTh: — Ko-ky! Ky-ky! — u
TPOMKO 3aXJIonajl KpPUIbSIMU. SICHO, UTO OH KpHyas: «He BpuUTe cebe! BEl ke He XOTUTe
nornpo6oBaTh?!»

— 2KapeH®iii maB... — OPaKOH BHITED CIIIOHH, IIPEXKAEe YeM NPOMONIKUTE. — KxM-kKxM. ITomoxnu. Tak
Thl MEHS OTIIYCTHUILD, €CJIU 9 CheM 3Ty NTUUKY? [JOBOIBHO CTPaHHOE NPeIoXKeHNe — YeJI0BEK
BHE3aITHO BPEIBAETCS ¥ T'OBOPUT, YTO OCBOOOIUT MEHS, €CITK CheM IaBNIMHA. Pa3Be He aOCypaHO?

— 9T0, KOHEYHO, He Bce. Eme, Mucc TaHs, y MeHs 11 Bac ecTh Ipoch0a. Bo3pmure.

— d-g Toxe?.. — OEBYIIIKAd KOHYHMKAMU IIaJIbIIEB OCTOPO2KHO y6pana KyPHHBEIE KOCTH, KOTOPEIE
FI/Ipl"aHTI/Iﬂ He CMOT CIIPpsATATh, W IIOCIIEIIHO B3sJIad HpOTﬂHYTBIfI ell KoxKaHHl MeImmodeK. Korma oHa
3arjigsHyJjia BHYTPb, €€ JIMIO IIPUHAJIO HaCMEIIJINBO€E BhIPpAZKEHNE. — Hoqemy MHE 9TO [aioT?

— YT0OH! MCIIOIB30BATh €r0, pa3yMeeTCsi, — OTBETHUII MyXKYKWHA KdK HU B 4EM HE OBIBAJIO.

— M=e? — l'onoc Taru cran rpoMmue. — HMcnonb3oBaTh KHYT? Ha koM?

— KoneuHo ke, Ha... — KelH 0CTaHOBUJICS Ha ['MPraHTHM, KOTOPHIN KaOHO MISITTAJICS Ha MTaBIXHA.
[ToyyBCcTBOBaB B3I KOMaHAMPa phillapel, ApaKkoH OLIeJIOMIIEHHO ITPo6opMOoTa:

— Ha mHe?..
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— Her HU4Yero kpacusee? — noxasnosanach Onuana.

CnykaHKa, yKpalllaBIlas ee, XUXUKHYJA, U CKa3asa:



—0, IIpUHIIECCa, BEI U TaK HperaCHbI! EcTecTBEeHHO, BaM KaXeTCs, YTO BCe Ha BallleM d)OHe
HegJoCTaTO4YHO KpaCI/IBOG!

TeM, Ha KOT0 BNIUsATIA €€ CUJIa, OHA Ka3anach 00Jee KpacCUBOU U OCIENUTENbHOU, YeM KTO-Tu00
[PYTOX.

«Ho He uMnepaTpuua».

Brimmo 651 x0poi1ro, ecnu Obl ee cua Obinla HeahdeKTUBHA TOIBKO MPOTUB UMIIEPATPHIIH], HO,
YUUTHIBAS MIPOU30IIEIIee Ha OaHKETe, 0Ka3asioCh, UTO MPUCYTCTBUE UMIIEPATPHULILI 3aAIIUIIATIO U TEX,
KTO HaXOOUJICS PSNOM C HEH.

«[TocKONBKY BCe MpHUIITH B ce0s1 0T Xaoca, Buepa B 6AHKETHOM 3ajie Ha MEHSI Maji0 BHUMaHUS
oOpainany, Ho...»

HOnuaHa B3r/siHyIa Ha U3SMIHO HAIMCaHHOE IPUTJIAlIe e, JieXKaBIllee Ha ee CTOoJle, KOTOPoe
TJIaCUIIO: «S1 XOUy U3BUHUTHCS 3@ BUEPAIIHIOI CyMaTOXy ¥ IIPUTJIACUTh Bac Ha OCcineo0eneHHbIN
IPUSATHBEIA Pa3rOBOP MeXAYy JamMaMu». ECTeCTBeHHO, B KOHIIE KPYIIHLIM MIPHU(TOM OBIIO MOANKUCAHO
MM UMIIePaTPHUIILL.

«41 He oXupOasna, 4YTo MeHs Tak OBICTPO PaCKpolT», — HaxMypuiaach FOnuaHa.

HWMnepaTtpulla OTKPEITO CMOTpesIa Ha IPUHIIECCY ¥ HaMeKalla Ha TO, YTO IIPEBPATUT ee B KOPM A/
npakoHa. OXKIanoCch, YTO MMPABUTENIbHUIIA He OyIeT CTOSTh B CTOPOHE, HO KTO MOT IIOAYMaTh, YTO
OHa HayHEeT [Je’CTBOBaTh TaK CKOPO?

«B03MOKHO, 9TO 4 K IydymeMy», — KOnuana II0OYYyBCTBOBAJIa, 9YTO BCTPEYa C I/IMl'IepanI/I]_Iefl IIOMOZKET
el MOHSTh, KaK OBlna CBe[leHa Ha HeT ee BiacTh. OHa IIPOCMOTpPEJIa CBOM YEMOOAHEI, IIPEXKE YeM ee
B3rJId0 HaKOHEIl OCTaHOBHMJIICA Ha KPaCHOM.

— Her, He aT10. IlpuHecu MHe IIJIaThe U3 KPacHOTO.

— Boxke Mo, Ho mpuHIecca! He To nmu miaThe, KOTOPOe IPUHECH Ha nocnenHui 6ankeT? OHO
CJIUIIIKOM 3KCTPaBaraHTHO, YTOOH HafieBaTh €r0 Ha IMPOCTOE YaeIuTHe. ..

OJIHaKO IIPOTECTHI I‘OpHI/I‘-IHOI;I He OblIH YCIIBIIIaHEI. KOnuana YXKe IIPpHHAIa PEeIIeHne.

OKCTpaBaraHTHOE IJIaThe B KPacHOM ¢yTispe ObII0 MPUTOTOBIIEHO IJIsi PuHaIbHOTO OaHKEeTa U
CKPOEHO Tak, YToOH IpUBJIeYb BceoOIllee BHUMaHKe. HecMOTPS Ha TO, UTO IIyTellleCcTBHe OBIIO ellle B
Havalle MyTH, JeBYIIKa PeIlniia PUCKHYTh.

«He mymana, 4To MHe TaK CKOpPO IPEICTOUT ero HafeTh. TeM He MeHee, OHO JOJIXKHO KaK-TO IIOMOYb,



eCyu s HacKy4uy OapoHecce [[uaHe».

HOnuaHa 3agyManach 0 MHOTOYHMCIEHHBIX HapsfaxX, KOTOphIe IpuBe3jIa C Co00M, ¥ TOPOIKJIa CBOUX
CIIyXKaHOK ofieTh ee. HecMOTpsl Ha BO3MYTUTEIbHEIN BU B 6aHKETHOM 3aJjie, KpacoTa UMIepaTpPHUIIbL
Cecunb ompaBaana ciayxu. HeT, Ha caMoM [fielie IPeB30IIyia CIyXH.

«$1 He MOHMMAI0, KaK TakK MONIy4YuIIock. Kak yoaBanoch CKPEIBATh KPACOTY IPUHIIECCH], €CITA €€ MaTh
OBl7Ia HEe 3HATHOT'O ITPOUCXOKICHUS?»

HOnuaHa Oblyta olapalieHa TeM, oYeMy KOpoyieBCTBO HaBUTaH MPEAoYIo TakK JOJIT0 CKPHIBATh
CyILIIeCTBOBaHME TAKOW KpacaBuIlbl. Korfa menTanuch, YTO OTCYTCTBUE OOJBIION BOWHE C TEX TIOP,
KaK UMIIepaTop MPHUHSJ UMIIePaTPUILY, TPOU30IIIO0 U3-3a TOT'0, YTO OH OBIJI TIOKOPEH U He XOTeJI C
Heill paccraBaThes, FOnuana ¢ripkHyna. OgHAKO, CyAs II0 TOMY, YTO OHA BUfeJla BYepa, AeBYyIIKa
momkHa OblIa IPU3HATh, YTO 9TH CITyXW — YUCTAs ITPaBHOM.

«Ho 9T0 He 03HAy4aeT, YTO A OTCTYILIIO. Buepa s mpourpana 6UTBY, HO CETOOHS BHIUTPAI0 BOUHY», —
FOnuana ropena xenaHueM O0POTHCS, TOKa TOPHUYHAS TOTOBUIA OaHKeTHOe maThe. OHa He
TI03BOJIUT TaK JIETKO YHU3UTH ce0s1, KaK BUepa, 1 00s13aTeTbHO 3aCTaBUT UMIIEPATPHUIY MTOTIUHUTECS.
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— Cropa, moxarnyicra, — OJBOPLOBLIE CIyTu BCTpeTwnn FOnuaHy U ee TOPHUYHBIX IO TPUOLITUH BO
IBOpPEIl ¥ MMPOBOIUIIN IOCTEH Ha YaeluTHe.

CJ'Iy}KaHKI/I IIPUHIIECCEHI OT'JIAOE/INCh, OLIeHHUBas BEJIMKOJIEIINe OBOPIia, OOHa U3 HUX HEe CMOI'JIa
COepzKaThb CBOETr0 BOCXHIIIEHNUSA U 3aMeTHUJla:

— YouBuTenbHO! — OCTalbHEIE KHUBHYJIN B 3HAK COT'JIaCHs, a OPYyIrad CIIyXKadHKa YOUBJIIEHHO
IMOoOgXBaTHIIA:

— OT0 OBUIM HE CIIyXH, YTO ABOPEIl UMIIEPaTPULIEl — CaMEBIM KpacuBHl B uMnepun. Hebeca, KTo Mor
npencTaBuTh cebe Takoe?!..

HOnuaHa Mosyana, HO ¥ oHa Oblyla mopaxeHa. Ee mBopell B caMoM AcyaHe CUUTAJICS YyIOM
apXUTEKTYpPHI, HO, TI0 CPAaBHEHUIO C IBOPIIOM MMIIepaTpHUIibl, O He Oojlee YeM KOHIOIIHEH.

«[la, Hemo0x0. B KOHIIe KOHITOB, XK€EHIIMHA [0JI2KHa CTAaBUTh BRICOKHE ITenn», — HOnnaHa cxkana
KyJIaKH, ITOKJIABIIKMCE CBEPIrHYTE UMIIEPATPHUITY BO UTO OBI TO HH CTAJIO.

Bckope nepeq rima3aMu npefacTan IPOCTOPHBIN IIBETOYHBIN Cajl — JEMeCTKH MATKO TpemneTan Ha
BETPY, U IPOCTPAHCTBO HAIOJHSIOCh IITy0OKUM apoMaTOM OeCUMCIEHHBIX IBETOB. 2KMBOIIMCHBIN
nen3ax Obl1 mogobeH camomy HeOy, U B KOHIIE 3TOTO Kyco4ykKa He0a cupesia UMIepaTpulia B
OXUMAHUU UX TIPUOBITHS.



— Xm? — Korjia mpuHIlecca MpubIu3uiach K UMIepaTpUlle, ee Ta3a YIOBUIN HEYTO
HempepBuneHHoe. FOmuaHa u ee CyKaHKY MOOIeTHE N, CO06pa3uB, UTO 3TO.

— 9-3710... 'OoCcmmogu!..

Wx cneimanu? FI/IpFaHTI/Iﬂ, OTObIXaBIINHI Y HOT" UMIIEPATPHUILI, IIOOHA I'OJIOBY, X HU3KO€, Y2KadCalollee
PEIYaHHuE Pa3aalioCh U3 THYGI/IHLI €ro ropJa. OnHu 3aMeTud, 4YTO IacCTh OPaKOHa IlepelladKaHa
KPOBEIO, a MEXKOy €ero 3Y68.MI/I TOPYAT 3HAKOMEIE IIEPhA aCYaHCKOI'0O SUMHET 0 ITaBJIMHA.
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