I'maza ScTtuaHa B 9Ty XK€ CeKYHY CTaJli MaJIMHOBBIMHU, YTO 3aCTABUJIO Anepna IOEeJIKHYTH ITaJIbIIaMH.

— locnomy, s ObiT TpaB! — cKazan AyX. — HeynuBUTENbHO, YTO BB MOTJIM MCIIO/Ib30BaTh JIe3BUE U3
YepHOM CTaliv, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO BH — 4YesioBeK. Brl Bhmumu ee! Ho Kak CMOTIM OCTaThCS
YeJI0BEKOM II0CTIE 3TOT0? BONBIIMHCTBO U3 TE€X, KTO PELIUICS Ha 9TO, YMUPAET UJIH IIPEeBPAIIaeTCs B
MOHCTpA... A, Teleps 5 MOHKUMAI0, TI0OUeMy BHl He XOTUTe UMETh feTel. PeOeHOK Balllell KpOBH, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, POIUTCS YyIOBHUIIIEM.

Arnen B3BOTHOBAHHO IIPOMOIKaj 60/1TaTh 06 3TOM HEOXKUIAHHO OCO3HAHHOU IIPaBMe, HO BAPYT
3aMeTHJI, YTO ICTUAH MHOTO3HAYUTEILHO CMOTPUT Ha HET0. B 3Ty CeKyHAy OyX MOHSJ, KaK OIlacHO
KacaThCs 9TOU TeMbl. AJie[] Cleal Iar Ha3afl, 3allyraHHbN 3THMU CBEPKAIOIIMMHU KPACHBIMU
r71a3aMu, ¥ 3aTOBOPHUJI, HaObl 3aIUTUTHCS:

— Her, 1 uMeto B BUAY, 5 3HaJ, YTO BH HE UMIIOTEHT! — Ajie[] CTJIOTHYJI, XOTS TJIOTaTh OBIJIO HEYETO.

«IMIIOTEHT, 4epT BO3bMH. DTOT MTapeHb, MOJIKHO OBITh, CIIOCO0EH CHOenaTh JeCATKH, COTHHU, Haxke
THICSIYHY JIeTel, eCcId 3ax0o4eT!»

— Tri! — mpopbiyan ICTUAH MyTaolle HU3KUM I'0JI0COM, ¥ IyX MMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK CTPaxX MOACTYIaeT
C HOBO¥M cuioH, gaxe GoJblIel, 4eM KOTfia UMIIEPaTOp IIBLIPHYJI €T0 KAMEHb.

OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO CMEPTH COBCEM OIIU3KO.

Hpe}Kne yeM Areq MOHSJ UIKX CMOT 4YTO-TO COelaTh, ICTHAH BHITAIINWII CBOM KJIMHOK U3 ‘-IepHOI;I CTallnu
" BOH3HUIJI €T0 B CTOJI. ny YBUOEJI, 4YTO JIe3BHE ITPHU3EMIINIIOChE Ha PACCTOAHUN B TONMIIUHY 6YMa}KHOFO
JINCTa OT €ero JInIia.

— IloBTOpPH-Ka ellie pas.

— A-a-a! INomangute MeHs! Mue xkanb! 9 HUKorma 6ombllle He CKaxy momobHoro! 4 OB TPOCTO
TIOpaXkeH, YTO HATKHYJICS Ha YTO-TO, Yero, KaK MHE Ka3aJioCh, HaBHO HET!

— CKaxu MHe, YTO THl 3Haelb 00 OBreHau¢oBON KPOBU?

— 4 He 3Hat noxpobHOCTE!. HekoTophle MOM 3HAKOMEIE IyXH 3aWHTEPeCOBAIUCH €10, I0TOMY YTO
Oombllasl YacTh Ipolasna, Korfa Obla caenaHa. JTo npasfa! — Aseq B3OPOHYT, KOTTia OTOABUHYJIICS
OT YepHOTr0 JIe3BUS.

— ThI He 3HAeNh NOAPOOHOCTEM, HO 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO THI 3HAEIIb XOTh YTO-TO.

— Yrt0? BBl X0TUTE UTO-TO y3HATL? [la MagHoO, AJIS YEero ele HyKHB qyxu? Bel MoxKeTe 3alaBaTh MHE
moOble BOIIPOCH, U ST Halily Bce O0TBeTH B Mupe ayxoB! [TpaBma! 4 obemato! Bel ke 3HaeTe, ga?



IyxoBHBIE CYIIHOCTH BPOJie MeHS CHUJIbHO CTpPafaloT, eC/IM HapylIaloT obellanus. f coepxky cBoe
CJI0BO, KJIHYCB! [IPOCTO CKaxkuTe, 4TO BaM HYXKHO!

Anepn noTupan PyKu B YMOJISIIONIEM XKeCTe, TakK OBICTPO, YTO J1t000# OBl TOCTRITUIICS, HO Ha
IPOTSIXKEHWU BCeX MOJILOBI JCTUAH U Habmogan 3a gyxoM. [Tocyie 4ero OTKpHII POT U CKas3an:

— Ouenb xopor1ro. CHavasna TH JOXKEH JaTh HECKOJIbKO 00ellaHui.

— Heckonpko?

«YepToB npuaypok. HacKonbKO CUIBHO OH COOMPAaeTCsl MHOIO II0/1b30BaThC?» — IIPOBOPYAI IPO
cebs Arnep, mpexnae YeM U300pa3uUTh CBOIO JIYYIIYIO YIIBIOKY ¥ OTBETHUTD:

— Baie xkejaHue - 3aKOH, TOCIIOUH.

910 OBUIO MPOTHBHO ¥ HECIIPABEAJIUBO, HO YTO AyX MOT IOfenaTh? Bce 9T0 OBUIO pagy TOTO, YTOOH
XKWUTh. Bo-mepBhIX, €0 JoM OBLUT B pyKax 9TOTO IMPUAYPKa, ¥ OH TakKxXKe 06elas OMIaTUTh BCEe B3HOCH U
npubaBKy, KOTOPHIE OH 3af0JIXKaJll, ¥ KPOMe TOTO... ICTHAH, TOX0xKe, OBl criocobeH youTs Anema 6e3
KonebaHMH, eciu TOT OTKaXKeTCsl aBaTh 9TU 0OelaHus.

— CnepBa, — Haydaln JCTHaH.

Iyx pa3MBIIISII O TOM, YTO OH MOXKET IOTPe0oBaTh B IIEPBYIO OYepeb.

«Jlymaro, nuadopmaimio o6 IBrenaudosoii KpoBu? Kakue gyxu o Heii 3Hal0T? O, TOT IIapeHb,
JKUBYIINY B )KeMYyXKUHe rophl ['alifieH, Jo/KeH pa30upaThCcs B 3TOM. MBI HeJaBHO 0 YEM-TO
IIOpYTaIuCh U He 001anuch 00JIble YeTEIpexcTa jeT... MHe ero mouckaTh? Mo ropmoCcTh CUIIBHO
3afieHeT, YTO MHe IPUAETCS [enaTh MIEPBHIN Iar.»

[Toxa Arnen o6oyMbIBajl XOPOIIHH CII0CO0 BOCCOEUHUTHCS CO CTAPHIM APYTOM, ICTHaH IIpepBal ero
MEICIIN:

— HMimeii B BUAY, YTO €CJIM THI CKaXKeIh X0Th CJTI0BO 00 IBreHnudoBoi KpoBu Cecub, TH — TPYIL. YTO
¢ TBouM nu1oM? ITpo6GaeMer?

— Her. Pa3Be oHM MOTYT GBITH? — €TI0 CJI0Ba MMPOCTO IIOKA3aIuCh ATlely HEOXKUIaHHBIMHU.

Iyx myma, 4To TOT HEMEJIEHHO 3alpPOCUT WH(OPMAIIHIO 0 KPOBH, HO BMECTO 3TOTO OH CKa3aJl, YTO
He xoueT, 4yTo0Onl Cecusipr 06 3TOM 3Haja?

IToka Ame[ Bce ellle IMbITAJICS MPUHTH B ce0s IIOCIe JIETKOro II0Ka, JCTHAH IIOJIOKHII AParoleHHOCTh



Ha CTOJI M IIOAOoIIe]I K KPOBATH, IIOCJI€ YEro IIPOOOJIZKHUII:

— BO-BTOPBIX, IPOSICHU Ty YeIyXy, KOTOPYIO Thl CKa3ajl CeCusib 0 TOM, 4TO 1 UMIOTEHT. Y BreIMeTaucs
00paTHO B CBOM KaMeHb.

CkasaB 370, IcTtuas jer pagoM ¢ Cecuns. CrycTs MITHOBeHUe Ajiel] CMYTHO YCJIBIIIAT, KakK JeBYIIKa
JKaJlyeTcs, 4TO OHa 0OJIbllle He MOXKET 9TOT0 BEIHOCUTD, B TO BpeMs KaK CTUaH BOPKOBAJI,
yroBapuBas ee Ha ellle OIUH pa3.

«Pa3Be HYKHO YTO-TO PAa3bsICHATH, €CJIM OH U TAK SICHO MaeT BCE IMOHATH CBOMM TEJIOM?» — BOpYarl
cebe o HOC Asef 110 IyTH 06PATHO B APATrOIIeHHOCTH, MPUCITYLIMNBASCh K UX T'OJI0CaM.

X X X

— Ax-x... — Cecurnp He CMOrJIa IIOAAaBUTh MOACTYIAIOIIUNA 3€BOK.

«CKOJIbKO pa3 MHI 9T0 fenanu? OguH, OBa, TP, YeTHIpe... HeT... 3a0yan».

OHa cuMTasa, YTO KOJIMYEeCTBO He UMeeT 3HAaUeHHUs; BCe, YTO eH HyKHO OBIJIO IOMHUTD, YTO OBILIIO
XOpOLIIO.

HGBYHIKa IIpoTepJia COHHEIE I'lTa3a, ITepeBOpPadYrBad CTPAHUIY KHUTH. brinma IIpUYHrHa, I10 KOTOpOfI
OHa IIPOOOJIZKaJla YTeHHE, KOIr'ld MOI'JIa BMEeCTO 3TOr'O IIOCIIATk.

«4d OyMal0, 3TO CUJIbHO MHE IIOMOXKeT>.

Kuura B pykax Cecunb OblJIa C pacCKa3aMu, KOTOPHIE IEBYIIKA YMTajla 10 HouaM, Korga Onlia B
KoposieBcTBe HaBuTaH. OHa Oblyla Cpeoyu KHUT, KOTOphIe IIpuHecia TaHs.

«TBI HE MOZKEIIb He YIIOMSAHYTE €€, KOTr'la OeJI0 KaCaeTCA KIIacCuKu!»

Cecurnb c ymoBOJIbCTBUEM TlepeurTana Obl ee cHoBa. OHa Ha3biBajach « HUKTO He UINET CaMbIi
BEJIMKOJIEIHEIY IBETOK UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 ABOPIIA».
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