— VX... Opaxauinasi MUIEOH... IIPOLII0 YKe MOIIHS, HO BB, JOJIXKHO OBITh, HUUETr0 He eJIH, HaXO[sICh
B 3TOM H30JITOpe. BHl He 3HaeTe, KaK MHOTO S 0 Bac AyMaJla, faxe Korga 6poauia mo 3aberajsoBKam
3a ImpepeiaMu ABOpIa. f moiia B Te, y KOTOPBIX CTOSIJIA CaMble JJIMHHBIE OYepenu, U Kyluia Bam
embl. [Joporas, ox, oporas, IOCMOTPUTE Ha CBOM 0e3:KM3HEeHHHIH 11BeT iuila! Bhl, MOIXKHO OBITH,
O0YeHb pacCcTpoeHkl, fa? CrepBa MOeIIbTE.

— Yro 910? THI 3HAEIIB, YTO S HE M ey IPOCTOMIOOUHOB. UT0o 3T0? — crpocuiia MpsH, mepeBons
B3IJISI Ha OyMaKHHIM IIaKeT B CBOUX PYKaX, U ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa MPSHLEIA apoMaT, JOHOCSIITUICS U3
HET0, XOTS €T0 COIEePXKUMOE, BUOUMO, YKe YCIeI0 OCTHITh.

[TpounTaB OYKBEI, HAIMCAHHEIE Ha TTaKeTe C eqoi, MpaH mokpacHena oT youBieHus. OKa3aaoch, 4YTO
ee ClIyKaHKa He COBpaJia, CKa3aBs, YTO IIPOCTOSIJIA B AIUHHOM ouepenu. Ha makeTe Oblla MapKUPOBKa
caMOU IMOMYJIIPHOM B HACTOSIIIEE BpeMS 3aKyCOYHOU B CTOJIULIE.

— §1 Kymuia 9TO JIUIIb A7 Bac, Muienu. Pa3Be 51 He XOPOIIO ocTapanack? [aBaiiTe, mompooyiTe!

[To HaCTOSTHUIO CBOEH CilyKaHKU Mp3H cliepBa OTKpHI/Ia MAaKeT U MOJI0XKKUIa OOUH U3 KYCOYKOB B POT.
OHa no4yBCTBOBaJIa Ha S3bIKe, Ha KOTOPHIHM He M0oNafaio HUYero 3a BpeMsi U30/IS1IUH, BKYC XOPOIIIO
ITPOKapeHHOr0, MOCKHIIAaHHOTO caXapoM TecTa. [1ocye Toro, Kak OHa HEMHOT'O [TOXKeBasia, yrOJKy ee
rJ1a3 HEeOXKUIaHHO 3al0JIHAIIUCE ClIe3aMH, a CaMHU TI'Jla3a ITOKpPACHeNH, TOTOMY YTO OHa 0CO3Hala,
HaKOHell, Yepes YTo MPOIIa.

— O 6oxe... Ero BenuuecTBo, M0oX0Xe, ObII HE paj MeHs BumeTh. OH ITOCMOTPENI Ha MEHS TaK, CJIOBHO
g eMy Hagoesla, ¥ cKa3asn capy KeiiHy «pa3o0paThcs O MHOU». YTO, 4YePT BO3bMHU, CIIyIUIIOCH C €T0
BEJINYECTBOM?

— Hy, OH TIOJTHOCTBIO BITIOOHUJICS B €€ BEJIMYECTBO HMIIEPATPUITY, BOT U BCE.

— Het! He moxeTt ObITh... [Ip! — yBuOes, yTo Vip3H BHOBL T'OTOBA 3alljlaKaTh, CBSITAsl CYHY/Ia ed B
POT ellle OJHY 3aKyCKY, CJIOBHO yCTajla OT 3TOT0 HeIThs. OHa IIofilyMaJa, 4To, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, ee
CJIy>KaHKa JeWCTBUTEJIbHO IIPOT0JIofanach 3a 3To BpeMsi. OOBIYHO CBATas Hayasa Ol KpU4aTh OT
BO3MYIIEHNUS, HO CEMYac IUIIb IIOCIIYIIHO XeBaja To, YTO ey Oallu.

— Y MeHs IIOATr0OTOBIEHA K II0e31Ke KapeTa, TdK 49TO oaBanTe BEpHEMCA B 0COOHSK 1 InmogyMaeM Hago
BCEM 3THM IIOCJIe XOPOoIIero OoTabixa. ITocne TOro, KaK Mhl BEPHEMCH, A IIPHUCOEJUHIOCE K Balller
HEHaBUCTHU K 3TON MMIIEPATPUIIE, ITIOKA BRI HE ITIOYYBCTBYETE cebs JIy4iie, MUJIenu.

— THI OMXKHA 9TO [eJaTh, IOKa s He TI0YYBCTBYIO ce0s mydIle U He CKaxXy mepectaTh. Ho s mpaBma
He ToHuMalo. [Touemy, Bo uMs Bora, ero BenuuecTBo Tak cebs BemeT? — cKasaB 370, UpaH
IPUTSHYA K ce0e CBATYIO U TUXO IPOIIenTasa ei: — Tebe He KakKeTCs, YTO UMIIEPATPULIA BCE-TAKH
HaJI0XKWJIa Ha HET0 KaK0e-TO YepHOe 3aKIsgTre? 4 Crblmara, Kak HEKOTOPhIe JIF0OY TOBOPHUIIA O Hell B
M30JIATOPE, OHU CKa3aJld, UTO UMIIEpAaTPHLA 3aBOPaXKKMBaIOIIe X0poIa. U, cyas mo Bcemy,
CTAHOBHUTCS JIy4Ille C KaXKIbIM THEM.



— O, 4epT BO3bMH...

— M? Yto THI CKa3aja’?

— Huuero, munenu. Brl, JOMTKHO OBITH, YCTaNIM, TaK YTO, TIOXKAIYHCTA, CAAUTECH B KAPETY ¥ HEMHOTO
nocnute. 9 pa30yxKy Bac, KOrfia MbI IPUEEM.

BronkHyB Mp3H B KapeTy U 3axXJIONHYB [IBePIly, CBATasd 3allljla 3a KapeTy, YTOOH B SPOCTU IHYTh
HEBUHHBIA KaMellekK.

— Arpx-x! [loyemy 5 pacnucasa ee Tak XOpOLIO?

OHa MPOCTO IJIkIIA TI0 TeYEHHIO ¥ B KOHEYHOM HTOTe Jlajia TJIaBHOH I'eporHe BCeBO3MOXKHEIE
XOPOIIIKe KauyecTBa. ITO OB CII0CO0 06IETYHTh PAa3BUTHE CIOXKETa U, IPEXK/e BCET0, YIOBIETBOPUTD
COOCTBEHHEIE XKeJlaHud.

OmHUM M3 TaKUX KauyecTB OblJla BHELTHOCTL. BripoueM, Teneps B apceHane Cecuib OymeT He TOTBKO
BHEIITHUM BU[. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCKOPE OHA 3aBOIOET CEPJlla IOHBIX 3HATHHIX fIaM, a TaKXkKe
MMIIEPATOPCKHUX CIIYT, KOTOPHIE Ceivac [ep:KaTcs Ha PaCCTOSHUY, CUMTas ee 370[elKoi. Bce aTo
IIPOMCXOMUTIO U3-3a TOTO, UTO CBSITAs MKCasa 3TOT POMaH CIIoco00M, KOTOPBIY IMIMPOKO U3BECTEH IO
Ha3BaHUEM «IIOCTABUTD IJIABHOTO Irepos Ha MbefecTasn». [[pyruMu cjIoBaMu, Bce, 4To menana Cecus,
B UTOT€e MIPUBOAMIIO K BOCXBaJeHHUAM, Bpofe: «Hama mobuMas uMiepaTpulia IpogyMaa Tak Janeko
BIepen!» unm ke «Ax, Hallla Tr00uMast UMIIepaTpulla 00/IaflaeT TaKUMHU 3HAHUSIMY U TallaHTaMu!»

«MHe TeM 6oJlee HYKHO IIOCKOpee IPOHUKHYTH B Teslo Cecuib. JTa MmoxBaja AoikKHa OBITh Moel! 3To
MOM ClajKuil HeKTap!»

CsiTast OpocHUIa CBOM B30P Ha MMIIEPATOPCKUH ABopel. Ceromus, Korga Opoauia o CTONIKIe, OHa
IIPOHIOXAJIa, YTO B CTPAHy MPUOBLI MMOCTAHHUK U3 KOPOJIeBcTBa CTOaH.

«Bettp, IIpUHECEHHAsA 3THM IIOCJIAHHUKOM...»

[TocmaHHUK IPUBE3 PETUKBUIO - OHa Obllla 00HApyKeHa B HEM3BECTHHIX ITOI3eMHBIX PYHHAX U Ha
TIEPBHIN B3TJISA] BRITJIsAIEIa HEOOBIYHO - B KAUeCTBe IMOAHOLIEHUST ICTUAHY. DTON PeTuKBUEH
OKaXKeTCs SUII0 IPU3PavYHOro 3Beps. AMI0 IPOCHETCS B OTBET HA MPUCYTCTBUE JCTHAHA U BHI30BET
0eCIoKOMCTBO BO IBOPIIE.

«B 9TOT meHb S NOIKHA BOUTH BO TBOPEI».

CasiTast cKaja KyJlaku Ipu Meiciu 00 9ToM. CKOpO, 04eHb CKOPO, KaK OHa U ITMcajla B CaMOM Hadvare,
3TOT MUP BEPHETCS Ha HaMEUYEeHHBIH MTyTh.



Ho, cTost TaM, C MpayHOU PEIIMMOCTRIO B Cep/lle, OHa BOPYT YCJIbIIIAJa 3BYK O0The3Karlel mo3anu
Hee KapeThl. J[leByIKa 06epHyIachk, YTOOR 3aKpHUYaTh BCIIE:

— Ilopmoxpute! 4 He ycnena!

X % x

— Tax, elrfe pa3s: 4eM ceryac 3aHUMaeTCs Anen? — CIIPOCU JCTHAH.

— OH, BUAUMO, 3aHAT PEHOBAIUEN.

— PenoBaruein?

— OH roOBOPUT, YTO B APAroleHHOM KaMHe eCTh CJIeHbl APYIOoro JyXa, TaK YTO HET He0OXOOUMOCTHU
CTPOUTH HOBBIY [IOM, HO 3TOT CTUJIb €My He I10 gyiie. Bot, mouemy Anep ceryac noiaydaer
OOTIOTHUTENIbHEIE 3aliMbl, KOTOPHIMHU CKa3all 3aHSATLCS MHEe (TOBOPUT, YTO 3TO — MEHBIIEE, YTO S
MOTy chenath). C Tex IIOp, Kak OH 3amepcs TaM, MPOIIO0 yKe HeCKOJIbKO THEH.

YcnbiaB otBeT Cecunb, ICTHAH IOCMOTPENT HA OParoleHHbIM KaMeHb B CBOel pyke. OH Obl
IOBOJIbHO 0OJIBIIOT0 pa3Mepa U, XOTS BHITJIALENI HECKOJIbKO I'Py00 C TOYKU 3PEHUS I0BeIrpa
(kazanoch, oH OBLI CHeNlaH 0YeHb NaBHO), MOXKHO OBIZIO TOUHO CKa3aTh, KKaK MHOTO YCUIUU OBLIIO
BJIOJKEHO B €r0 CO3JaHue.

Ceiiyac KaMeHb CUSII TaK SIPKO, CJIOBHO BHYTPH Hero OblT cBeT. KOHEYHO, MCTOYHMUKOM 3TOT0 CBETa
Obl1 Ariefi, CyeTUBIINICS BHYTPHU.

SCTHaH MOYeMy-TO YYBCTBOBAJI ce0sl MOMaBIEHHEIM, KOTTa CMOTPe Ha KaMeHb. OH 03KM[aJl, 4To,
Korpma mpuHeceT e «Jlec Tetuna», Cecusib BOCTOPKEHHO ITPUMET ero, pafysch TOMY, YTO OHa
HAKOHeII ClTaceHa, HO HeT. 1o BO3BpallleHHH OHA CKa3all eMy:

— O, g yXe Hamma KaMeHb 115 Anefa! Tak 4To, myMaio, T MOXKEIh BEPHYTh €r0 00paTHO!

Ecnu He CYMTATH OTCYTCTBUE CTPACTHOTO ITpUeMa, Ha HepBH JCTHaHa [eNCTBOBAJIO elle Koe-4To, U
3TO0 OBbINIa Ta AEBYIIKa, KOTOpas TaK eCTECTBEHHO I103BoJIsia cebe ecTh KIIyOHUKY U3 pyK Cecurns, a
BeJb C HIM OHA HUKOTITIa TaKoro He Aejana. EMy cka3anu, uto TaHs Oblna Bafenuiel KaMHs,
KOTOPHIM OoTHanu Ajneqly, ¥ YTO OHa CTajla HoBouszbpanHoOU dpeinuHon Cecuilb, HO 1O KaKOU-TO
IpUYMHE OH YYBCTBOBAJ K Hell HENPHUSI3Hb... Ml Kak OH MOT He 3aMeydaTh 3TOro, Korga Cecumnb Tak
OecliepeMOHHO OTOJBUHYJIA €T0 Ha BTOPOM IJIaH [TOCJie HECKOIbKUX OTHEN OTCYTCTBUSL U Hadalla
6onTaTh ¢ PpenTuHON?

— Tormga, Tausd, TH 3aBTPa CHOBaA IIPHUIOEIND, HE TaK nm?



— KoHeuHo XKe, Ballle BeJIMYECTRO. 3aBTpa g IMIPpUHECY elne Ooree Xopouine KHUru, eCTeCTBEHHO, H...

Cka3zas 970, TaHs 4TO-TO IpoluenTasia Ha yxo Cecunb, ¥ JIULO IOCIEIHEN IIOKPAaCHesl0, OHa B 3KCTa3e
B3sJIa €€ 3a PyKHU.

— IlpaBpa? Y Te6s1 oHU ecTh?!

— Pa3yMeercs, Ballle BeIMUeCTBO. 3aBTpa 5 0053aTeNIbHO IPUHECY .

— Tel — nmyymas, Tans!
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