W ceromnst uMIepaTpulia, KOTOpas yXKe Ieyo Hedel0 He BRIXOOUIa U3 CBOETO ABOPIA, HAKOHEI-TO
coOupaach COBEPIIUTH CBOE MepBOe odULInanbHOe osBIeHue. [IpuaBOpHbIE JOJIXKHOCTHEIE JTUIIA,
coOpaBIrecs B IeHTPaJbHOM 3aJie UMIIePaTOPCKOT0 ABOPIlA, YCTPEMUIIU CBOY B3TJISIAH BIEPEN, Ha
WX JIUIAX 3aCThIJIO HAMpsKeHue. TH JII0OU, KOTOPhe 0OBIYHO B CTpaxe OTCTYIIAIU Ha3afl IPU ONHOU
TOJIBKO MBICJIM O BCTpeYe C UMIIEPATOpoM, Habpanuchk XpaOpPOCTH U CTOSIM B IIEPBHIX psifgax. B aToT
MOMEHT pa3fauCh 3BYKH TPyO, BO3BEUIAOIIUX O IIPUOBITUN UMIIEPATOPa. Bce MUHUCTPEI
BBITTPSIMUIIACH U OIYCTHUIIA TOJIOBHI.

CKOJIBKO OBl CTPAHHEIX Belllel HY ITPOMCXOMMIIO B IIOCJIeqHEe BpeMsi, MaBHUM CTpaX,
NOMWHUPOBABIINY HaJl HUMHU, 3aCTaBUII UX TeJla ABUTATHCS 0 COOCTBEHHOM Boje. K KmaHSIMUMCSs
YWHOBHUKAM MPUOTU3UINCH 3BYKM OBYX Iap IIaroB. Bce yKe MPUBBLIK/IK K 3BYKY IIar0B UMIIEPATOPA;
Teleph XKe OHU MOHSIIM, YTO UMIIePaTOP KEHUJICS U MIPUHSIT UMIIePaTPHUILY.

— IlogHMMUTE TOJIOBE, — NPHKa3al ICTHaH.

[TpugBOpPHLIE TTOBUHOBAIKUCH PHUKA3Y, CJIOBHO XAk €T0, ¥ IOCJIe 3TOT0 UX B3TJISIOH CPa3y ke
YCTPEMUJIACDH Ha XKEHIIUHY, CTOSIBLIYIO COOKY OT UX IIOBEJIUTEIS.

— Boxe!..

— Oxl!..

— Yepr!

[TpumBOpHLIE Pa3pPa3uINCh BCEBO3MOXKHBIMY BOCKIUIIAHUSIMU. B oTuume 0T cBageOHOi 1lepeMOHUN
Ha UMIIepaTpulle BMecTo cBaieOHOM (daThl Oblla 30710Tasi KOpOHA, XU OHa CMOTpPeJia Ha HUX.

«Heyxenu oHa Tak Kpacusa?»

YBumeB nMIlepaTpHIly, CTOSBIIYIO C €[JBa 3aMeTHOM yNbIOKOM Ha ry0axX, OHM CHaydasa yIUBUIIUCH ee
KpacoTe. Ee spKue miIaTUHOBBEIE BOJIOCH, HATIOMUHAOIINE COTHEYHEIHM CBET, TPOOHUBAIOLINNCS CKBO3b
maialole IUCThs, OBITY U3SIIHO 3alJIETEHH B 3JIETAaHTHYIO IPpUYeCcKy. [Tog MATKHMM BOJIOCaMU
CKpHIBaIMCh TEMHO-3€JIeHbIe T7Ia3a, HallOMUHAIOIIKe JIeC B HadaJlle jieTa, Meplaloliyue 10 Byalbio
IJIMHHBIX pecHuIl. Ha ee uncToit, 6e3ympeyHol Koxke axKe IMOSBUJICS €Ba 3aMETHBIN PYyMSHEII,
CJIOBHO [iaBas IOHSATH BCEMYy MHUPY, UYTO OHa He KyKJIa, a YeJIOBeK.

Hewu3sBecTHO, KaKol yXOf OHa IOJTy4alia ¥ KakK MMUTalach, HO UMIIEpaTPHUlla BEITTISAeNa IOTHOM XKU3HU
C ee SICHBIM IIBETOM JIMIIA ¥ MOJIOOOM KOXKel.

— Kak BaM BceM U3BECTHO, 5 IPUHSJ UMIIEpaTpuUlly. f Bepio, YTO Ballla BEPHOCTh MHE,
COXPaHMBIIASICS IO CETOMHSIIHETO [Hs, 663 U3MEHEeHUH PaCIPOCTPAHUTCS ¥ Ha MOIO BTOPYIO
TIOJIOBUHY.



Kaxpgriii uneH OBOPA OIIYyCTHUJICA Ha OOHO KOJIEHO 1 06paTI/IHCH K Cecuinb € BO3r1acoM:

— MB&I KJITHEMCST B BEPHOCTH €€ BeJIM4eCTBY uMIiepaTpuile!

HpOI/ISHeCH KIIATBY TPOMKHUMHU I'OJIOCAaMHM, OHHM XKO4JIM OTBETAa UMIIEPATPUIIEI. ITouTtu BCe IIPUABOPHEIE
MMIIEpUN JUCHUIITIMHUPOBAHHO IIOKJISAJIUCh B BEPDHOCTH. 9T0 OBIIO 3peJuile, KOTOpoe 3aCTaBUJIO
Y4all€eHHO OuTHCS cepala CTOABIIUX IT03agu CIIYT.

— BrI MOoXeTe BCTaTh, — MPOM3HEC/Ia BHOBb KOPOHOBaHHAS MMIIEPATPHUIIA SICHEIM U KPACHBEIM
rosiocoM. YMHOBHUKHM BCTAJIU II0 ee MPHUKa3y, YyYBCTBYs BHYTpeHHee o0erdenue. Bo BpeMs: cBagbObI
OHa Ka3aJlack Cjerka TPOHYTOM YMOM, HO, K CYaCThI0, UX UMII€PaTPHIla BHTIIIAea HopMaabHOM. 1
BOPYT CIIYYUIIOCH TaK, YTO B TOT CAMBI MOMEHT, KOTHa OHU 0CJIabuiu CBO OOUTENbHOCTD, a
IIPUABOPHLIE KA/ OT Hee HOBHIX CJIOB, UMIIepaTpHUlla IIOBEPHYJIACh JIULIOM K UMIIEPATOPY U
crIpocuna:

— Tak Korga e BBl TIOKaXKeTe MHE TO, YTO 00eIllaiy, Ballle BeINYeCTBO?

BHe3ammHo uMITepaTpHlla CIeluIa PyKA C UMIIEPaTOPOM U C TI000BLIO 3aT0BOPUIIa C HUM. YUHOBHUKHU
IIMPOKO PACKPHIIY Tla3a. ICTUAH OB 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM BCerfia HeHaBumen puandeckuit
KOHTAKT C IpyruMu. [1o3TOMy, B OT/IMYKE OT IPEAbIAYIIEro UMIepaTopa 1 IPYrux ABOPSH, OH He
IOIyCKaJsl B CBOM ITOKOU HUKAKUX CONMPOBOXKIAIOIINX U He IPUHUMAJT HUKAKOU noMoInu. [Jaxe
KOMaHJO0pY IIPUXOOUIIOCEH epXKaThCA Ha PACCTOSHUY Iara OT JCTHaHa, a UMIlepaTpulla IOoAoIIIa U
BIIeNIUTIach B ero pyKy? He OblJI0 COMHEHUY, YTO UMIIEPaTOP OTPYOUT el TOJI0BY HEMEeIEHHO.

Ho, BMecTo TOoro 4To0BI HOCTAaTh Me4, DcTHaH 00HT Cecusib 3a TaIMI0 U CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII:

— He oxwupmai, 4To BBl Tak 6]':>ICTp0 Ha4dHeTe IIPOCHUTh MEHA O YEM-TO.

— Barme BenuuecTBo, Bl HEOOGHOKPATHO T'OBOPUIN MHE 00 9TOM, ITpexke 4eM MPURTH CIofia, He TaK
nu? Bl obemany, 4To 51 OyOy yauBIIeHa, OKa3aBUIUCh 3hech. U g youBneHa. f He BUXKY HU OTHOU
BeIlld, 0 KOTOPOK BBl TOBOpUIIU. Bl conranu MHe? Bel cKa3anu, 4TO 5 Haly 34€Ch COKPOBHUIIA
UMIIEPUH.

— Pa3Be BhI He noHMMaeTe? Bce Baccasbl 30ecCh - COKPOBHUILA HAIllel UMIIEPUH.

HpI/IJIBOprIX BHE3allHO OXBaTHUJIa TOIIHOTA OT CJIOB UMIIEPATOPAa.

«IIpoctute? Yto? CokpoBulle uMIepuu? Pa3Be He BBl CIIPOCUIIM, TOTOBHI JIX MBI BUCETh Ha CTEHaX
MMIIEPATOPCKOr0 [ABOpLia B BUe ABEHAAIATH TPYIIOB, €CJIK HE CyMeeM J0Ka3aTh CBOIO LIEHHOCTh?»

— OHH TOCBSIIAIOT CBOIO IJIOTh, KOCTH U OYIIy CBOe paboTe. B mpsiMoM cMbIcie paboTaioT Kak
co0aKy [ UMIIEePUH.



«0O, HY KOHEYHO, — OTBPATUTEIbHOE YYBCTBO B UX I'PYAX HAKOHEL-TO Pa3BesIOCh, KOT[Ia OHU
YCIIBIIIaMK ero OObLIYHBIE XOJI0OJHbIe CI0BA, ¥ BCE UCIIBITAIA MOMEHT YAYIIIMBOM ITeYaJu.
HeB03M0XKHO OBIJIO TPEACTABUTH, UYTO UX XKU3Hb CTAHET TAKOM, YTO OHU ITOUYBCTBYIOT 00JIETYEHHUE,
yCIbIlIaB nogo0HbIe TPyOoCcTH. — YTO 3a YepToBa XKu3Hb... O, I X0Uy TOMOM».

Kak pa3, KOrga YMHOBHUKHU HAYadJIM PA3SMBIIIIATE Ha TEMY 2XKM3HHU U 3aadJIMCh BOIIPOCOM, K 9EMY
BeJeT ux cy;:[b6a, OHH YCJIBIIIAIIX YTPIOMBIE CJIOBA UMIIE€PDATPHUIIEI.

— BeI 3HaeTe, 3TO He TO COKPOBHUIIE, KOTOPOE ST X0Tena. S X04y BePHYThCS Ha3afl.

— O, moporas. Kak ke Bl HETePIIEeNUBEI!

Baccame! cHOBa Havyany ourymaTh guckoMdopt. OHM gyManu 06 3TOM yKe HEKOTOPOE BPeEMs, HO
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO UMIIEPATOP U UMIIePAaTPHUIlA HaXOdsITCS B KAKOM-TO CBOeM COOCTBEHHOM Mupe. B mupe,
KOTOPBI MOXKHO BCTPETUTH B JIIOOOBHOM pOMaHe, IIOJTHOM PO30BOT'0 CHACThs, Iie BIIOOIEHHEIE
CMOTPSIT TOIBKO APYT Ha Aapyra. Ho mpexme Bcero... ObIT M UMIIEPATOP YeJI0BEKOM, CIIOCOOHBIM
TOBOPHUTH C KEM-TO B TaKOM 3a00TIMBOM TOHE?

He npostBisis HU MaJeHInero nHTepeca K U3yMJIEHUIO CBOMX BEPHBIX MONAaHHBIX, UMIIEpaTop 00HST
VMIIEPaTPUIy 3a TalIUI0 U IpUKa3al:

— Ho 9T0 ToXe dacTh Bamiero ouapoanus. C 3TUM HHYero He nopesnaelb. Ciayru. [IpuHecuTe
IPeaMeTH], 0 KOTOPBIX sI TOBOPHII paHee...

Bckope mocie npukasa ScTraHa BOIIET CIyra, IOYTUTENIbHO HeCsl KPaCHYIO OAYIIKY C YeM-TO,
TI0JI0XKEeHHBIM CBepxy. Ho oH OBII He MocaeqHuM, KTO BoIles. [IeCATKU CITYT BHICTPOUIIUACDH B PAL
nepe UMIIEPATOPCKOX YeTOoW U, IPEeKJIOHUB KOJIeHH, 61aroroBeHO MOAHANN PYKH, YTOOH IT0Ka3aTh
TO, YTO OHM IIPUHECIIH.

— Yto 3710 32 cnyru?

— Hebeca, Ppa3Be 3TO HE BCE€ COKPOBHUIIIA I/IMl'IepI/II/I? Pa3Be 310 He anMa3HOe 0XepeJibe, II0OgapeHHoe
HMMIIEPATOPYy OBa IIOKOJIEHUS Ha3ad[ BiIaJeJIblleM IIaXThI Pernac?

— IMocmortpute Tyna! Pyoun [TuoTa! Boxke Moii, s1 BUIEeN €ro TOJIbKO B KHUTax!

CoOpaBiIuecs: MPULIIIH B BO30yXKIeHUe, KOTHa IMOHSIN, YTO CJTYTH HEeCYyT 3HaMEeHHUThIe COKPOBHUIIA.
Kaxmoe u3 HUX OBIJIO JIeT€HJAPHOM BeIlbIo, 3aCITyKKBaloIel Toro, 4To0Bl 0 Hel Halucaad ToMa
KHWUT.

— CekyHpmouky. [ToueMy 3T Bellu coOpaau BMecTe?



— 4... 1 He yBepeH?

Korpga ux BoJHeHME HEMHOTO YJIEer0Ch, BCe Haualu 3afaBaThCs BOIIPOCcoM. [Touemy aTu
OParoIeHHOCTH OBIIY U3BSITH U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOM COKPOBUIIHUITE U TPUBE3EHH CIOfa?
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