Torma moueMy oH xkeHusncsa? Cecusnb pa3MbILIIgia Haf 3TUM BOIIPOCOM, HO TaK X HE CMOTIJla HauTu
YIOBJIETBOPUTEILHOTO 0TBeTa. C YBEPEHHOCThIO MOKHO OBIJIO CKA3aTh JIMIIb OfHO: €e XKHU3Hb CTAaHeT
II0X0Ka Ha CBEYYy Ha BETPY, eCITH NEeBYIIKA He POOUT UMIlepaTopy pebeHKa B OnuKaiiiire HeCKOIbKO
JIeT.

Ecnu momyMaTh, y Hee He OBUIO faxke ¥ HeCKOJIBKUX JIeT. Bech UMIepaToOpPCKUi BOPEIl 3HAJ, UTO
HUMIIEPATOP CIIUT C Hel Kaxkayio HOub. EC/IM 3a HECKOIBKO MecsIeB He OyIeT HUKaKUX U3BECTHH O
OGepeMeHHOCTH, Ha Hee, CKOpee BCETO, MOCHIEeTCS TPaf MeTULHH C TPOChO0H 0 HU3JIOXKEHUH.

«4 B3s71a u BeI3Bala HEIIPUA3Hb MUJIJIMOHOB, KOT'Jd X TaK TPYAHO 3dCIIyXKUTb 0J1arOCKJIOHHOCTDY.

Cecurnsb ciepnoBajia METOLY, KOTOPHIY, KaK yTBEPXKAasl JCTUAH, [I03BOJIUT €U BbIKUTH B
MMIIepaTOPCKOM fBopile. OHa Bepuia, YTO B cliydae HEOOXOOUMOCTH YAEPKUT CMEPTD Ha
paccTosHuH, 1 Tepnesa. [Ioka fmeBylIka OyAeT 3aHUMAaTh MT0JI0KEHNe MaTepyu UMIepaTopa — Uin
MaTepu HaclleqHUKaA, eclii ee peOEeHOK He CMOXKET CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM, — OHa CMOXKET KaK-TO
BBIKUTb.

Ho y Hero He OBITIO XeJTaHUS [TOIYYUTh IPeeMHUKa?

Crne3sl HaBEPHYJIMCh €1 Ha T'JIa3a IIPU MBICIIM O TOM, YTO ee omypauunu. Bece, uto y Cecumnb Tenepb
0CTaJI0OCh — 3TO II030p, €€ BRITOHST ellle M0 TOTO, KaK OHa IIOILITAETCS 30eCh BHIXKHUTD.
HemnepenaBaeMasi BoJIHa CMYIIEHUS U CTHIla 3aXJIeCTHYJIA ee. [[eByIIKa BCIIOMHHUIIA IeHb I10CTIe
cBafibOBI, KaK CMesisiach, PUCYs CJI0Ba Ha KadenbHOi MIUTKe 3all0TEBIIEN CTEHBl BAHHOM:

Mou Myx.

V3-3a 9TOT0 €l X0Te0Ch MOUTH B BaHHYIO U pa3bUTh 9Ty caMylo IIUTKY. [Touemy? [ToToMy 4TO ee
caMOHaflesTHHOCTh HaBJIeK/a Ha Hee cMylieHne. Cembsi? Kakas ceMbs?! KoHeuHo, ceMbs He
00513aTeIbHO 0JI2KHA OBITH IIOJTHOM, eC/IX B Hel eCTh OeTu. M Bce XKe 0T CTHIA 3a TO, YTO OHa
daHTa3upoBana 0 TaKOM OyAYyILIEM, TIYIIO CMESACh B ODUHOYECTBE, el XOTeI0Ch YMePeTh.

«CraBa 60Ty, 1 HUKOT]a He TOBOPIIa 06 3TOM BCIIyX», — MOAyMaJa OHa.

B mo6oM crydae, uMIepaTopy He 3aX0Tesnoch Obl ciymiaTh. Cecumnb TSKeNo B3L0XHYIa, Ha CepAle y
Hee OBIJIO HECTIOKOWHO, ¥ OHa ITIOCMOTpeJia Ha 3epKaso mepen coboi. [Toka meBylIka Obla MOTpyxkeHa
B CBOY MBICIIH, B €€ YKpallleHue BHOCHUIIUCH MTOCIIeIHUE IITPUXHU.

«4 BRITJIAXKY HEIIJI0X0, €CIIK MO2KHO TAdK BEIPA3UTLCI».

OHa He cTpafalia CHHIPOMOM IIPHUHIIECCH], TaK KaK paHbllle OblIa HACTOSINE!N IPUHIIECCOH, HO TOCIIe
Ipuesfa B UMIEPHIO ee BHEIIHOCTE, II0 COOCTBEHHOMY MHEHUIO, ellle 00JIble yiydimunuack. KTo
3HAeT, II0YeMy ee KoxKa CTasa ele 0ojiee TTaAKOM, a 1IBET JIUIlA YIyYIInUJICsSI, HECMOTPS Ha TPYIHbLIe
HOuM, Kak O0ynro Cecusb OblJa OKOJITOBaHA.



«Kaxercs, 1 eMy OnpefelieHHO HPaBIloCh», — MogyMaa oHa. HeCKONbKO JHEW Ha3af, B Ty HOUb,
KOTZla [eBYIlKa CTpafiaia OT 60JITOBHU Ajlefia, B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHA yCJIbIIIaia, YTO UMIepaTop He
IyMaeT 0 TOM, YTOObI UMETh HACJIeMHUKA, OHA IIOMIPOCHUJIA eT0 MIPUHECTH el TeTUHCKUM Jiec.

XoTd meByIKa CKa3aja 9To MpocTo Tak. OHa rOBOpHIIa B MEUTY THeBa. Cecumb cuernaa 9T0
HaMepeHHO, TaK KaK CMyTHO TIIOHMMaJia, YTO UMIIePaTOp Ha CaMoM Jiejie He coOupasics 3TOTo JefaTh.
[axe 1o TIymoCTH MOMBITANIaCh pa3birpaTh U3 ce0s1 KOKETKY, Uero paHbllle HUKOTHA B XKU3HU He
nenana. Ecu 6b1 MyK4YMHa OTKJIOHUT €€ IPOCh0Y KaK CIIUIIKOM TPYOHYI0, OHa OBl BEIpa3ujia CBOU
VCTHHHBIE YyBCTBA B IIYT/IMBOM MaHepe, CKa3aB UYTO-HUOYOb BPOOe: «3HAUUT, BCE, YTO THl MHE
cKasaJl, OblyTo mycThIM? [lazke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 51 TaK pacCTpPoeHa... Pa3Be TH He TOBOPHUJI, YTO
IIEHUIIIb MeHsI, moporoi?» Ho Ha crnepyomuuil JeHb UMIIepaTop AeHCTBUTEIBHO OTIIPABUIICS B TeTHH.

«41 coBceM ero He MOHUMaw», — Hapynack Cecunb. Kazamock, OH 10-cBOEMY 3a00THIICS O HEH, Tak
Io4YeMy Ke UMIIepaTop He X04eT IIpeeMHUKA, eCJIA 9TO YKPEIUT ee I0JI0XKeHne?

Ho kak pa3 B TOT MOMeHT, Korfa Cecuib CHOBa IIOTPY3uUIach B CMITeHHe, Anle[l BHe3alHO ITOSIBUIICS
nepeqn Hell ¢ BelpakeHueM «HaKOHEeN-TO BCe TalHBl PaCKPHITHI! »

—4d OGﬂYMBIBaH 9TO YK€ HEeCKOJIbKO JIHeIL/'I, HO 4 CHHUTAI0, YTO UMIIEPATOP BCE-TAKN UMIIOTEHT.

— Iloxanyiucrta, momonyu! — Cecusb BCKOYHMIIa Ha HOTH, KpU4ya Ha HEro, ¥ yAUBJIEHHO IOCMOTpeIa
Ha HamyraHHBIX cNyT. YyBCTBYS cebst HEJIOBKO, IeBYIIKa mpobopMoTana: — He o0OpalliaiiTe BHUMAHHUE.
[TpomomxkariTe pabOTaTh.

Cny:aHKHU IIPOIOJIXKHUIM CBOE [IeJsI0o 10 ee IMPUKa3y, HO OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK HEPBHO OHU Ha Hee
nornsaabBaiT. Cecunb 3aKkphiia ria3a. OHa pa3MBIIIIAIIG, ITI0YEeMY OyX MOTYUT YacaMH, ITI0Ka CHOBa
He BHITIOJNI3aeT U3 HUOTKYAA. JIFOOOMBITHO, UTO AJel], TI0X0xKe, ObLI HEBUOUM [JIS CIIYT.

«Pa3Be g He TOBOPHUIJI, YTO MOT'Y YUTAThk TBOU MeICIH? M 3a4eM Tak KpI/I‘-IaTb?» — CIIPOCHII OH.

«IToToMy 4TO 51 OBLIIa yOHBIIeHA TBOEW YEIyXom!»

«IloyeMy TH OyMaelllb, YTO 9TO UYIIh? ITO EQUHCTBEHHBIM BEPHBIM BHIBOM, K KOTOPOMY MOXKHO
IPUUTH, COOpaB BOEIMHO BCE, YTO OH CKa3aJjl, ¥ BCEe, YTO IMIPOM3O0IIIO A0 CUX IOP. MOXKeT, s 1 He
BBITJIIXKY TaK, HO S YUTAJI MHOT'O YeJIOBeUECKUX POMaHOB ¥ II09TOMY 3Hal0. FiMIlepaTop MOXKeT
CIlapuBaThCs, KOTHa MmoxkesaeT, BepHo? Torga, cornacHO MHCTUHKTY COXpPaHEHUS pachl, IPUCYLIEMY
VCK/TIOUUTENTbHO CUILHBEIM JIIOSIM, pa3Be y HEro yxke He [HOJKHO ObITh TI0 KpailHel Mepe COTHU
meTeun?»

«41 xo4uy, 4TOOBI T 3HAJI, YTO €T0 BEJIMYECTBO CKa3aJl, YTOo S y Hero mnepsas!»

«Pa3Be OH He CKa3aJl, YTO TH ObITa TIEPBOH, KTO JIeT Ha HETo CBepXy? Pa3Be 9TO He 03HAYAET, UTO
OBLIIO MHOTO CTy4aeB 00paTHOTO?»



«Heyxenu, HeyKeJld TaK OHO U eCThb?..»

Korpa meicnu Cecunb CHOBa IPULIIKA B CMSAATEHUE OT CJIOB AJlefla, K HeU MOJOIIENI CIyra U 3arOBOPUII:

— Baiiie Benmu4ecTBoO, Iopa UuaTH.

— Xoporro, — Cecunb KUBHYJIA U coOpasa Bce CUIBI, YTOOR He oOpallaTh BHUMaHUS Ha BEYHO
mebeuymero Anena. [IeByIIka BCTasna, YTOOR HATPABUTHCS B 3all.

«C 9TOr0 MOMEHTa He pa3roBapuBail CO MHOW».

«BoT eme. [Touemy g momxkeH TeOe MOMUUHATHCA? 71 OBIT POXKAEH, YTOOHI MIIyMeTh. Jii, Tebe
IEeNCTBUTEILHO CTOUT ITOAyMaTh 06 9ToM etile pa3! 4 rosopio Tebe, ummnepaTop...»

Cecunsb npocnymuBaa 6eccBsi3Hy0 O0ITOBHIO Alefia, Ta BXOAUJIA B OIHO YXO0 U BBIXOMIXTIA U3
Ipyroro. MEeIC/IM OeBYLIIKY OBLIM HalpaBIeHH Ha TO, YTOOH TIOCKOPee HAWTU OparoleHHbI KaMeHb,
KOTOPHIM CTasl OBl HOBEIM JOMOM Ajefia, IPOCTO YTOOB MOKHO OBIJIO 3aCYHYTh 3TOTO IPOKJIATOTO TyX
BHYTPB!

A notowm, 4ac CycCT4...

— 4 Hamna ero!

Cecunp u3gasna noOegHEIN KUY, fepxkKa B pyKax U3yMPYOHYI0 OpOIllbh pa3MepoM C KylakK.
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