— Kak u ckasana HMIIepaTpuiia, OelCTBUTEIbHO 0YEHb JIETKOE.
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He Halnock H1 OQHOTO0 YMHOBHUKA, Y KOTOPOT'O XBATUJIO OBl CMEJIOCTHU CIIPDOCHUTE: «Jlerkoe?»

[Toka Bce TepsIIUCh B COMHEHUSX, DCTHAH MOMAOIIEN K IParolieHHOCTSIM, KOTOPhle TPUHECIIH CIIyTH.
OH mopHSAN 0XKepenbe, yKpallleHHOe pyOrHOM pa3MepoM C JeTCKUi KyJla4oK.

— 9710 pybuH [Tuora!

3aTeM OH B35 OpaciieT, Ha KOTOPOM KpacoBasICs JTa3ypHBIX candup.

— Ax! 910 Uenuera Beunoctu! — yauBIeHHO BOCKIULIAIK IPUOBOPHEIE, KOTTIa MOJIOAOU YeI0BEK
Opas B pyK# KaKOU-HUOYOb IpeaMeT.

— 3Be3ma Peruacal

— 3atMmenune TeMHOro umieparopa!

Bce aTu Ha3BaHUS, CleTaBIIKe C UX YCT, 3aHUMaJId 3Ha4MMble MeCTa Ha CTpaHHuLlaX UMIIEPCKOU
UCTOPHH. M BOT OHU CJIOBHO PeIIasy TeCT II0 UCTOPUHU, Ha3bIBasl JParoleHHOCTH, KOTOphe Opan B
pyku umiepartop. K ToMmy BpeMeH#H, Korfia 60/IbIIMHCTBO U3BECTHHIX UM Ha3BaHUM OBIIIO Ha3BaHO, B
pyKax IcTuaHa 0Ka3aJIiCsa HaCTOSAIIMY Kyprad UMIIepaTOPCKUX OparoleHHOoCTel. B34B ux Bce, ICTUAH
nopoinen K Cecusnb. 3aTeM OH IIpUKa3asl CIyre, CTOSIBIIEMY B CTOPOHE, fepxkKaTh TO, YTO OH IIPUHEC.

— Vx! — CJIyT'a 3alllaTaJICA Had MeCTe. BCKOpe €ro JIMIO IIOKpPaCHeJIo, a Ha J'I6y BBEICTYIIMII IIOT.

«Kak TaxKesno!» — MBICJIEHHO BOCK/IMKHYJI TapeHb. OH He IpUAas 3TOMYy 3Ha4eHUs IIOTOMY, YTO
MMIIepaTop HeC UX C JIETKOCThIO; KaK MOXKET ObITh JIETKOM OXallKa gparoleHHbIX KaMHel U MeTaslyioB?
Ho He3aBHCHUMO OT TOTO, BCIOTEN CIIyra WIK HeT, OCTUaH CMOTpeN TOJIbKo Ha Cecumns, KoTopas
BRIT/IsiAENa 6e3pa3NIuyHOM U CIIOKOMHOM, CJIOBHO HEe 3aMedasi IPOUCXOMSIIETO.

«XOTsI BHYTPH OHAQ, [IOJI2KHO OBITh, OPOKUT», — IOAYMaJl CTHAH.

TonBKO MPOLINION HOYBIO OHA NIPUIbHYJIA K HeMY, IIJlaya: «Balle Beu4yecTBo, 1 He MOT'Y 3TOT0
cOoenaTth!»

Cecunb B UCIyTe BCKOYMIa, CKa3aB, YTO HUKOTTla He CMOXKeT OpOCUThL TaKue coKposuia. Ho korma
ScTuaH MpenJIokuil e 1Ba BapuaHTa: «Thl X0Uelllb yMepeThb MU ThI X04ellb OpocaTh?», oHa 6e3
Kojie0aHuM oTBeTUNa: «Y MeHs CUIbHBEIe pyKu! 1 MOTYy crenaTh XOpoIui 6POCoK!



«XO0T4 5 He oyMall, 9TO y Hee JIefICTBHTeHBHO CUJIBHBIE PYKH».

Moronoii YesoBeK CUMTAJl, YTO OHA CKa3aJjla 39TO Pafgy IMPUINYHKS, HO KOT{la OH YBH[IElN, KakK KOJIbIIO
CPUKOIIETHIIO BBEPX-BHU3 U IIOTIAJI0 B Ba3dy, TO MOHSJ, YT0o Cecuab TOBOPHUIIA IIPaBMy.

X % x

CeromHst OHM BIBOEM YEeIUHUIKCH BO IBOPIIE UMIIEPATPHUIIH], YTOOB TOTPEHUPOBATHCS. XOTS 3TO U
HA3kIBAJIOCH TPEHUPOBKOM, B OCHOBHOM OHA COCTOSIJIa M3 TOT'0, YTO ICTHAH roBopu Cecuss, YTO OHA
MOJIXKHA [IeflaTh, a OHA MPUXKUMaJlach K HEMY CO CJle3aMH Ha TJla3ax U Iylakaia: «f He MOory, s He
Oymy, clacuTe MeHs, IoxKanyucra!»

«Ho, HECMOTPS Ha BCe ee CJe3kHl, y Hee Bce MONTydaeTcs, KoThaa oHa OepeTcs 3a [eo. 9TO U eCTh To,
YTO HA3hIBAETCS IIPEYCIIeBaTh B HACTOSIIEM [eie?» — 3aaJiCs OH BOIIPOCOM.

9CTHaH CIIPOCHUII €€:

— He momapuTe 1 BHI MHE PYKY, UMIIepaTpUIa?

B otBeT Cecusb 351eraHTHO NPOTSAHYJIA €MY IIPaBylo PyKy. [JOTPOHYBIIUCH [0 Hee, ICTHaH
0o0HapyXKuJI, YTO KOHYUKY NanblieB Cecusib cerka nogparuBaiT. Kak u cienoBaio 0XKUOATh,
HECMOTpS Ha MPUTBOPHOe Oe3pa3nnuyre, OHa OYeHb BOJIHOBAJIaCh. ICTHAH BHIOpa KOJMbIIO C
candupoM U3 Ky4u JparoneHHOCTel, KOTOPYIO JepKaJjl Cayra, U Hafien ero el Ha nasnel]. Kosnbio
cupeno cBOOOMHO, TaK Kak ObIIO 0YeHb OOIBLINM.

«4T0, 4epT BO3bMHU, 3adyMaJl UMIepaTop?»

Bce HemoyMeBany, yCTPEMUB CBOM B3TJISE Ha JcTHaHa. OMHAKO OH COBepIIeHHO He obpalllal Ha HUX
BHUMAaHUS ¥ HETOPOILIXBO IIPOMOJIXKAJ IeflaTh TO, UTO XOTeJI. 3aTeM OH BHIOpAs AJIMHHOE 0XKepeJibe
13 OIPOMHOTr0 XXeMuyra 1 00epHyJ ero BoKpyr meu Cecunib. Ha 3TOM 1eo He 3aKOHUYUIIOCH.

Ha aToT pa3 oH cHAn ¢ Cecuib MajleHbKUE CepbI'd, 3aMEHUB UX HOBOU ITapOy C KPYIHOU XKeMUyKHOU
BCTaBKOM. [Tocyie 3TOT0 OH Haflen Ha Hee OpacyeT, a 3aTeM ellle OOHO OXKepejbe. ICTUAH Hafell Ha
Cecuinb Bce IpuHECEHHbIE UM yKpalleHus. [lecsITKU oxepennit 00BUBAJX ee I1el0, MHOTOYUCIEHHBIE
OpacneThl OBISTM HafIeTH Ha PYKHU, a K IJIaThI0 ObIIO IPUKPEIIEHO CTOJIBKO OpOoIiIeii, 4YTO TKaHb
IIaThs CTAJI0 TPYOHO Pa3IUuYUTh.

ScTuaH TIIATEeIbHO YKpalllal ee, CJIOBHO CTajl ee CIIyroi. Bce 3puTenu COKOMHO Habmogany 3a
NeNCTBUSIMU UMIIepaTopa. Mexay TeM, 60/bIlIast 4YacTh YKpallleHUH, TPUHECEHHBIX JCTUAHOM,
Terneps Bucena Ha Cecurb.

OT TSKeCTH ee JIULO HAPATIIOCh. Bec oparoneHHOCTe# ObIT pacpenesieH o ee Tey, U II03TOMY
OHA He YyBCTBOBasa ce0s1 TaKoi 0OpPEMEHEHHOM, KaK CIyra HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3a, HO 3TO He



03HAYaJo, 4YTo e# 6riio yno6Ho. HaieB Ha cympyry mocienHee yKpalleHre, ICTHAH CAesia mar
Hasafd. OH CMOTpEN Ha Hee, CJIOBHO JTII00YsICh COOCTBEHHON pabOoTO.

— ¢ cuymuTalo, 9YTO 3TOTO XBATUT, YTOOH WX HE YHECJIO BETPOM, UMIIepaTpHIia. ITOro GymeT
MOCTAaTOYHO B KAYECTBE MOET0 CBafe0HOT0 mojapKa? — CIPOCHIT JCTHAH.

[Tocrne 9TUX CIOB pa3manuch B3moxu. MiMmepaTop oTmaBall BCe COKPOBHIIA UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbU
uMIepaTpuile. ATo OblsT OecrpeliefeHTHEIM cay4aii. [laxke UMIIEPaToOPHl, 0 KOTOPHEIX TOBOPUIIH, YTO
oHu erle 6onee 6e3yMHEI, YeM JCTHaH, He [iejlajid TaKOTro paHblie. MUHUCTP GHUHAHCOB, KOTOPHIH
HaXOOWJICS B YIJIy LIeHTPaJbHOTO 3aJia, yIaa B 00MOPOK C KPUKOM TIOTPSICEHUS.

«Kaxk BBI iyMaeTe, CKOJIbKO Bce 3T0 cTOUT?! [l0CTaTOYHO, YTOOB! CKYIIUThL GONMBIIMHCTBO OKPECTHHIX
ctpan! HeT, ecimu oTOPOCUTH 3TO, OHU YKe SBISIOTCS KYJIbTYPHBIMU 1IEHHOCTSIMHU!»

Bce mocMoTpenu Ha uMmnepartpuily. KTo B Mupe 6ymeT 4yBCTBOBATh HEJOBOILCTBO, IIOJTYYUB CTOJIBKO?
Bce oHM mymanu, 4TO UMIepaTpuila OyoeT B BOCTOPTe U MO0IaroJapuT ero BeJIu4ecTBo 3a
OKa3aHHYI0 yciayry. OmHaAKO, BOMPEKHU MX OXKUIAHUSIM, Ha nuiie Cecunb He OBITIO U Cefa PafloCTH.
HampoTuB, BeIpakeHue ee JIKMIa Ka3aioch elle 00jee HEBO3MYTUMEIM, YeM MTPEXKIeE.

Yto emme cobupanachk CKa3aTh UMIIepaTPHUIla Ha 9TOT pa3? OHu xkpanu, Korga Cecusb 3aTOBOPUT, UX
PYKH OBITTH CKATHI B KyJTaKH OT BOJTHEHHUSI.

— I/ICerHHe 6nar011ap10 BacC 3a Ballly MUJIOCThH, Ballle BEJIIN4YECTBO. Ho...

— Ho?

To, 4TO0 mmocnemoBano u3 YCT UMII€PATPHUIIEI, IIPEB3OIIIO X OKUIOAHUS.

— He kaxerTcst 11 BaM, 4TO CBafieOHBIN ITOIapoK OymeT ydIie, eciid OH O6ymeT HOBHIM? — KOKETIIHBO
CIIpOCHIIa AEeBYIIKA.

Takum 06pa30M, Haciiegue I/IMHepaTOpCKOI;I CeMbH BCEro 3a OOWH MUTI IIPEBPATHUIIOCHE B IIOOEPZXKAHHEIE
BeIu.
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