[TporynuBasich 10 MPEUCIIOOHEH, 5T yBUIeNa 3HaKoMYyto purypy. Oii-oi.

- Ixymxky! - ['omoc Moero oTifa craja IpOMOM CPefu SICHOTo Heba. f HeoXO0THO MOAOIIIa ¥ YMOKHYIa
€ro B IIEKY.

- TTpuBer, otelr! - 4 myde3apHO yIBIOHYIACh U peIlniia OTBIeYh er0 KOMIUTUMEHTaMu. - 1 Tak MaBHO
TeOst He Bumena! Thl Tak xopoluo BerasAauis,! HoBast cTpuxkka?

Oi1. OH XKe JIBICHIH. ..

- H}KYI[}KY' TrI IMOCTYyIINJId OYE€Hb OIIPOMETYUBO. - On 3aAp0ozKall OT HeCKpBIBaeMOI;I APOCTH, K €T0
JINIIO TIOPO30BEJIO0.

4 3aberana rira3amMu B IIOMCKaX TOBapHIIa, KOTOPHIM OMOT OBl CTJIaAUTh 3Ty CUTYALUIO.

- Mama! - 3akpuyana 4.

«TToxany#icTra, ocTaHOBU OTIa!» - ['0BOpUIIM MOM T'la3a. - «Thl eAMHCTBEHHAsI, KTO MOXKeT II00equThb
3TO uypoBuie!»

- [loporo#, - MaMa IOfoIINa K 0TIy ¥ 00HsIa ero. - [[XKyOKy JOCTaTOYHO B3POCIasi, YTOOH
TIOCTYIIaTh TaK, KaK CYUTAET HYKHEIM. Eciu oHa xoueT 6eraTh 3a My:KUMHOM, TTO3BOJIb €¥i!

Mawma! [ToueMy 9To IpPO3ByYaio Tak By/IbrapHo..?

- Ho moporasi! - JIuiio oTiia cpa3y CMSATYUIIOCH, @ OPOBU OMYCTUIHCH. - 9TO Oor BoiHbl! OH XKe
criocobeH Ha Bce!

- Tume! - MaMa UTpuBO LUTEHYa €T0 10 pyKe. - Trl 60r [IpeucnogHeit, HO MEHSI B CBOE BPEMS 3TO
He OCTaHOBHUIIO.

OTel OKpacHes KakK CBeKJIa, ¥ BCe MBIC/IU BEUIETEIN U3 ero rooBel. OHM Havanu CMOTPEeTh ApyT Ha
[pyra c BMOOIEHHBIMY T'JIa3aMH, U 5 TOHSJIa YTO Iopa youpaThCcs OTTyAa. f mocmemuna K
cTapoMy MaHTry.

4 Ovlma pada, 9TO MOM POOUTEIIN HaKOHEeIl IIOMUPUIINCE, HO UX HYGHI/IT-IHOG IIPOSABIIEHKME YYBCTB BCE
€Ille BRI3EIBAJIO Y MEHA TOIIHOTY.

- Oii, cTapuHa MaHr! - d monpuBeTCTBOBaja CTapuKa, KOTOPHIM roToBuil Cymn 3abBeHus. [Myim



BBICTPaAMBAJIUCh B OTPOMHYIO ouepens. - [Toxoxke, Ou3HEC MpoIBeTaET!

¢ HaBUCIIA HAJ €ro IIJIeYOM.

- Bamie BricouecTBO, Kak MOXKHO OBITH TaKOM rpy0Ooi. Bel cnuimkoM 61u3ko! - Ero pyku mpoxKaiu.

- He ykymy xe s Te6s1! - BocknukHyna 1. - B moboMm ciydae, MHe CKy4HO. [ToMoub Tebe?

Ouepepns OblyTa 0YEHD ANMUHHOMN. Kak-TO CIMIIKOM MHOTO JTIOfiel 1moru01o B mapcTBe CMEPTHHIX.
OnuneMus?

- B aTom HeT HeoOxomuMOCTH, Balre BricouecTBO. OTOT CTApUK BCETla CIPABISIICS OOUH. THICIUM
neT 6e3 ITOCTOPOHHEN TTOMOIITH.

B ero romoce mocmbIImanach TOpeyYb, U 4 PEHIUTEJIbHO BCTajla PAOOM C HUM U Ha4dalla Pa3JIMBATh CYII.

B paboTe mpoxomuy OHU, KaXK[IbIH pa3 s OTIsigbIBajia OYIIH M XKOajla Bo3BpalleHus [IKuHa. 3aueM
UOTHU B CIEOYIOUIYIO XKU3Hb, €CTH eT0 TaM HeT? OTo 6eCCMBICIIEHHO.

4 mpoTsAHYya Yallly Cylla OYepefHOM OyIlle U MOHsIa, YTO 3Haja 3TOT0 YeJioBeKa ellle B 3eMHOM
mapctBe! OH CMOTpPEJT Ha MEHsSI C THEBOM.

- Te1! - 3T0 BCe, 4YTO OH CMOT BHILABUTH U3 Ce04l...

4 moHsa, 9YTO HYU pa3y He HajeBaja Byaslb C TeX II0P, KaK BEPHYIACh.

- [To6po moxkanoBaTh B [IpeucnonHio0, Bamre BenuuecTBo! - 4 mprBeTCTBOBAJA €r0 C CapKa3MOM.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH ObLI UMIIEPATOPOM B IapcTBe CMEPTHHIX, 30eCh OH OB TaKOW Ke AYIIOH,
KaK ¥ BCe OCTa/bHbIE. - [loueMy BH Tak 37IUTECh? Pa3Be 3TO He 5 [OoMKHa 00uKaTbCs? Bbl yMepnu oT
cTapoctu?

- Kak 51 mor Te0s He y3HaTh? KAK 4 MOI' HE Y3HATD? Twi mory6una Mmensi! Tei! - OH 3aKpuya Tak
TPOMKO, 4TO OeCHl U JyXOBHEIE CyI[eCTBAa MOTHIUEHOCHO OKPYKUJIM U HAIIpaBU/IX Ha HETO OpyXKue.

Kak oH mocmern IMOBLICUTH Ha MEHS I'0JIOC?

[ToHSITHO, YTO OH He 3HAET, KTO 51, HO TAKOE IIPOU3OIIJIO BIIEPBEIE, U s OBl COJIrasa, eciu 65l cKasaa,
YTO He MTOYYyBCTBOBasa ce0s1 0CKOPOIEeHHOM.



-4 IIPOCTO XOTeJI IIOJAPUTh MOEMY CBIHY BECh MHUD, a OH OTBEPHYJICA OT MEHA N3-3d KaKOH-TO
HpOCTOJ'IIOI[I/IHKI/I! H3-3a Tebs! - OH Tak Pa303JIUJICA, YTO IIOIIBITAJICA IIepeyie3Th 4epe3 CTOII, YTOOBI
CXBaTUTh MeHs. OH TIJIIOHYJI MHE II10[0 HOT'H. bech u OYXOBHEIE€ CYIITIECTBA Y2K€ I'OTOBEL OBLIH
N3HUYTOXKUTE €ro OyIly, HO 4 OCTaHOBHUJIA HX.

Crapelil UMIIEpaTOp IPOJOJIKAI:

- 91 He MOTy ITOBEPUTD, YTO THI Obl/Ia TUAEPOM KilaHa npocTomonuHoB! Xa! Hallla HEIHEIIHS S
BCTpeya - 9TO TOYHO cynb0a, s yObio Te0s1, KaK OHU yOuiIu MeHs! A Korfia BEpHYCh, I TOYHO TaK
ke yOnio 3TOro yonmogka [IxkuHa!

OH MeHS pa303/Iull.

Bo3Mo0KHO, 3TO OBIT IEpPBHIH pa3, Koraa s Oblyla Tak 6JIM3KO0 K TOUKe KUIEeHUs. JTa XKajKasg Aylia u3
IJapCTBa CMEPTHBIX OCMEJIUIAcCh 3asBUTh, UTO YObeT MeHs? Ellle U CBaUI Ha MEHS BUHY 3a CBOIO
CMepTh?

4 ycmexHynach, CXBaTHJIa €ro 3a PYKH, BCe ellle CXKUMalolllie MOY IIJIedH, ¥ IIepeKrHYIa ero 4epes
cebsi. [TepeBepHYBIIUCH B BO3yXE, OH C OTIYLIMTEIbHBIM I'POXOTOM yTIaJll, TOCJie Yero s IpuXKala ero
K 3eMJie HOTOH.

IeMOHHI ¥ IyXOBHBIE CYIIECTBA BO3JIMKOBAJIHM, KOT/la YBUMENIM 9TO 3PEJIUIIle, HO YBepeHa, OHU ObLIH
pa3ovapoBaHkbl TEM, UTO 3TO OBIIO HE UX PYK Aeso. OcKopOieHe TPUHIIECCH - CEPbe3HOe
IpecTyIeHue.

- 3Hall CBOe MECTO, XKalKHii CMEPTHHIN. - f HagaBuIla Ha HETO HOT'OM, OTYEro ero JIUIo

BIIe4aTasoCh B 3eMiTi0. - 4 - [IKynXKy, eIMHCTBEHHas [04b fAHb BaHa, 6ora [IpencnonHeii. A «3TOT
yOmionoK [I;KuH», 0 KOTOPOM ThI TOBOPHIIIh, HE KTO HHOM KakK 60T BoiHel. Eciu TH X04els yOUTH ero,
TO JOJIXKEH CHavasia mobequth MeHs. OmHaKO... ThI TUIITh MypPaBel, BOISUIUNACS B I'PS3H IIOT MOUMHU
Horamu. Kak Trl cobupaenbcsi yOuTs Hac o6oux?

4 oTgana mpuka3 AYXOBHBEIM CTpaKkaM.

- OTBemuTe 3Ty OYIIY K TEM, UTO OXKHUIAIOT IIEPEPOXKACHUS B TeJle JKUBOTHBIX. [IyCTh BHIILET MSTh
yair cyrna 3abBeHusi. M ybemuTech B TOM, UTO OH ITI0ZKaJIeJl O COOEsSHHOM.

- IIa, Bame BricouecTBo.

Korma cTpaxu 3abupaiy ero, UMIepaTop MOCMOTPeIT Ha MeHs C OTBpalleHueM. §1 moMaxasia eMy Ha
IIPOILAHKE.

- OTO 4yTh JIK HEe caMoe JIeTKoe Haka3aHue! Brl JOMKHEI 106IarofapuTh MeHs. [Ipyrue
HaKa3aHWUS... BaM OBl He TIOHPABUJIUCE.



Ecnu 661 HedpuTossiii iMmnepaTop uinv CUMUHT 3HAIU O TOM, YTO Cefyac IPOU30IIII0, OH He
otgenasncs Ovl Tak nerko. OTer BooOIle npenmnoydes O, YTOOB OH HaBCETHa OCTAJICS B TIOPbME [JIs
nymi. YCimoBusi TaM, CKaxeM, BlledaT/souye. f napoBana cTapoMy UMIEpaTopy cBOOOMAY, XOTS OH
3aCITyKMIT HaKa3aHue 3a 0CKopOieHue IeMsHHUIE HegpruToBOr0 HMIIepaTopa.

¢ BepHyNach K CTONy ¥ IMTPOMOJIKKIIA Pa3/laBaTh Yalllk, CJIOBHO HUYETO He CIy4Yunoch. [Ipodne myimu
CMOTPEeNH Ha MEHS C OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO U TEIEPh OBUIH HOBOJIBHO CAEPKAHHBIMU. 51 TETIIO0
yIBIOHYTIACh, TaK KaK MHE HY2KHO OBUIO 3a[jaTh MM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB.

- Tet u3 ctpansl Ky? - Cripocuna s OfHY AyLIy, ITIOX0XKYI0 Ha UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 rBaphaena.

- Ila, Bamre BricoyecTBo. - OTBEeTHI OH, 00XBAaTUB KyJIaK ¥ I'Palli03HO MOKIOHUBIIUCD. - f Ipo1ry
npolgenus oT uMeHu Ero Benuuyectsa. OH IpocTo noTpsiceH cinydusluMca. OH He qymali, 4To
IIePBBIY JIEUTEHAHT ¥ BTOPOU IIPUHI] COBEPIIAT BMECTe rOCyIapCTBEHHBIN I1I€PEBOPOT...

OH HeJIOBKO CMOTPEJI Ha IPYTYIo AyIly PSAOM ¢ HEM. [Ipyras gymua moxarna IjledaMy U cKasana:

- OTO yXKe He UMeeT 3HaueHusA. Mul morubu, cTouno Kinany JIlyHHoro CBeTa BOPBaThCS BO ABOpPETI.
Onu HapiesleHBl HEBEPOSITHOU CUJION. f HU 0 YyeM He XKajel... X0oTs HeT. 2KaJib, 4TOo s He YBUAes, Kak
TIepBLIY NedTeHaHT youn Ero Bemuyectso.

OH BOpyT 3acMmesiyica. MMnepaTopcKas rBapays M0XKYypHuiia ero, Ho Aylia IIPOCTO OTBETHUJIA:

- Hy u yto! Mu1 Gonbie He cimyxkuM Ero BenmdectBy. Mbl MepTBHI! d MOTY TOBOPUTH BCE, YTO
3axouy, He 6osich manayal

Yuregiue gymuy Havanu 6071TaTh HanepeOoH, U 5 yCIblIana 00OPEIBKY UX PACCKA30B.

Urak, kiaH JIlysHOro CBeTa Bce-TakKM CHeJiajl He4TO CTOJIb BO3MYTUTEJIBHOE, KaK CBEpXKEeHUEe
MOHapXxa. BripoueM, g He ynuBieHa. MeHs 6osblile BOTHYET TOT GakKT, 4To caM [[KuH yOuml
uMIlepaTopa. Heyxenu Ha HETo Tak MOBINHKsIA MO cMepTh? 4 Oblyla oYeHb TPOHYTa. Ha camoM fgere,
MHe OBITIO la’ke HEMHOTO XKaJlb UMIepaTopa. Ero upeamepHas m000Bb K CHIHY CTala MPUYNHON €T0
IageHus. ..

Kak mevicTBus [I>K1MHa 0TPa3sATCs Ha €ro UCHbITaHUK? [y He MOTJIK O0JIbIlle HUYero cka3aTh, Tak
KaK MHOTHe M3 HUX ITOTU0/IM BO BpeMs IIepeBOpoTa, HO HOBHIE AYIIH, IPUOLIBIINE Yepe3 HECKOIbKO
OHel, TOBOPHUIIH, YTO TalpeH CTal HOBHIM UMIIEPATOPOM, XOTS Ka3al0Ch, YTO UMEHHO [I2KUH [OIXKeH
OBLT 3aHSTH TPOH.

Knan HyHHOl"O CBE€Ta CTaJI CaMBbIM IIOYUTAaE€MEBIM B CTPaHE, a C II>KMHOM B Ka4eCTBe I'JIaBH OH CTall
IMOUCTHUHE BEJIMKVM U IIPHUHEC CTPAHE HOBYIO 3Dy IIPOLBETAHU .

PaspmaBas gainy, s rapaina, Korga HxuH BepHeTcs B [Ipeucnogrioro. OH coBepIan BeJIUKUE Oefa B



3eMHOM I1apCTBe, a A 3afaBaliach BOIIPOCAaMHU, CYaCTI/IMB JIU OH, CKy4asl I¥ OH 110 MHE Tak XkKe CUJIbHO,
Kak ¥ 1 110 HeMy? BeposiTHO, OH pPa303/IUTCS, KaK TOIbKO BEPHYTCS €ro BOCIIOMUHaHusA. Ho OH He
3HAeT, 4To 1 - 60xKecTBo. [Ipouecasn O OH [TPEeUCIIONHIOI B IIOMCKAX MO CMEPTHOM AYIIH?

4 cHOBa Havasa HOCUTH Byasib. MHE He XOTEeJI0Ch, YTOOH OH Y3HAJll, KTO 51, faXKe ecjIii MHe IIPUIIIOCh
OBl cTpagaTh, HabOast 3a TeM, Kak OH OyIeT UCKaTh MeHs. f He myMaja, YTO CMOTY BCTPETUTHCS C
HUM JIMIIOM K JIMITy, KOTHOA OH CHOBA CcTaHeT O0orom Boiiutbl. [1o KpaliHei Mepe, C ITOMOIIbIO ByalH 5
MoOTJIa cupsitaTbCs. M 51 cobupanach genaTh 3TO OO TeX 0P, T0Ka OH He CKaXKeT, YTO JIIOOUT MEeHS.
3Halo, 3TO OBIJIa ATOMCTHYHAS IOMBITKA 3alUTUT COOCTBEHHOE Ceplle.

[Inu Hegenu. Ho omazKabl JEMOHEI U OYXOBHEBEIE€ CYIIIECTBA IIPUIIJIA B UCCTYIIJIEHHUE. MHe OBITO0
MHTEPECHO, YTO IIPOUIOIIIIO, IIO3TOMY 5 IIPOCIIegHnJIa 3a UX B3rIdaaMHu...

I>xuH npoien yepe3 BpaTta [Ipeucnonneii. OH BRITISAeN OefHBIM, U 5 Obl/la pafia, YTO Ha MHe Oblia
Byanb. OH He 3HAJ, KTO 5 TaKas.

Ho...

ITocTotTe.

[Touemy oH ciopa maraet? ITouemy oH OypaBuT MeHs B3nsanoM?! OH y3Han MeHs?! HeBo3aMoxkHO. Mou
BOJIOCHI CHOBa cepeOpsiHble, a JTUI0 CKphIBaeT Byanb! OH HUKaK He MOT y3HaTh MeHs!

4 TeprenuBo MpopoKaja pa3gaBaTh MUCKKA. OH HEOTPEIBHO CMOTPEN Ha MeHS... YepT... OH. MeHs.
Y3Han.

4 GEICTPO BCKOYMIIA U PBAaHYJIA C MECTA.

Kakoro yepra 51 ybexkana?! Moit MO3r He ITOCIeBas 3a HoraMu, U g 6erana kpyramu 1o He6ecam mo
TeX II0p, I0Ka He BepHYJach B [IpencnonHown. f orinsHynacs...

OH BEXMUT 3A MHOM?!

4 yckopuna TeMn U He 3aMeTHIIa, Kak gobexarsa o 6acceiiHa perMHKapHaIMy Ha 3eMIIi0. OTO MOH
eOUHCTBEHHBIH 1maHc cbexaTh? CTpax 3aTyMaHUII MOK pasyM.

- OcraHoBucs, [Ixkymxy! - B ero romoce cniblanoch 6eCIIOKONCTBO.

Ho g He nmoBepHYyIACS...

BmecTo 3TOTO 5 MpHITHYIA B 6acceiH pernHKapHaUuu, 00Ch Haxe IOAyMaTh O TOM, YTO OH MeHS
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