Bait Aoctos HUKOTIa He fiyMana, uTo LIy JISHTe T030BET ee ¢ Co0Ooi.

Korpa L3ton EsiH ycmbimian, 9T0 CKa3al HeCpaBHEHHU IIPUHII, ero TEMHEBIE, KaK Y PeHUKCa, ria3a
BHE3aITHO HAIlOJIHUINCE THEBOM, ¥ UX SHTAPHBIM IIBET Hadasl IPOSIBNISATLCS. YOUNCTBEHHAs aypa
pacnpocTpaHunach BOKpyr. O4eBUOHO, OH OBITT pa3bIpeH Tak, YTO 3TO MOYYBCTBOBAJIU HakKe
OKpyXartolue moau, Ho 113108 EsiH ToNMbKO 37100HO yIEIOHYIICS.

YKao, CTOSBIINM 3a HUM, ICHO TIOHKMaAJI, YTO €r0 X035IMH 04eHb, 0UeHb cepauTcs! CTpax CIOKOMHO
chenan mar u 3abmoKupoBas co0oit xo3sinHa OT citaboro B3rnsama Llu JIsure.

Tonweko Korga HacTpoeHue L3t0H EsiHa pe3ko MEeHSJIOCh, ero rjia3a CTAaHOBUJIMChH SHTaPHEIMM, MaJlo
KTO 3HaJy 00 3TOM.

Ecnu 60wt Ly JIgHre 00HApyKUJI 9TO, OH HECOMHEHHO CcTaJsl OBl KOIaTh Jabiile. KTo 3HaeT, Kakue 3TO
BHI30BET MocnencTBus. OH JOJXKEeH IPUHATh MePHI IPEJ0CTOPOXKHOCTU. TallHa ero X03sg1uHa He
momkHa ObITh PACKPHITA ITOKA BeNIMKas 3aflaya He OymeT BhITOIHEHA!

Iu Jlgnare yxe nopmo3pesaln LI3i0H Esgna. Korga oH yBUzen ero B UMIIEpaTOPCKOM OBOPIE BO BpeMs
nocnegHero 6aHKeTa, eMy [10Ka3aj0Ch, YTO OH y2Ke BUZEN NATOT0 IPUHIA paHblile, HO OH He MOT
BCIIOMHHUTH ITOAPOoOHOCTEH, moKa Cycsio He HarmoMHUII eMy. [la, OH ObUI TeM CaMBIM 4eJ10BeKOM. Bo
BCEM MUDE TOJIBKO 3TOT YeJIOBEK MO CPaBHUTHLCS C HUM.

TeMHBIN KOPOJIb, ITIOBEIUTENh HOUH!

HukTO He 3HAJ €r0 MECTOHAXOXKEeHMS, HUKTO He BUIENl ero UCTUHHOTO0 00/11MKa, HO Llu JISHTe Kak-To
uMeJl C HUM [fienio. B To BpeMsi TeMHBIM KOPOJIb TOXKe HOCUJ Macky. B oTnuune ot 6eyoi HeppuToBoi
Macku 1[3toH EsgHa, ero Macka Oblyia 4epHOU 663 KaKuX-11u00 CI0KHBEIX Y30POB.

T'omoca y HUX GBI Pa3HbE, HO CIMHBI 0YeHb IT0X0kKHU. O0a ObIIM XYOOIIaBEIMU, HO KpenkuMu. [laxe
€CITM Ha HUX HaBECUTh THICSAYY (YHTOB BCSIKOU BCIUMHEL, OHM HUKOTrOa He coruyTcs! Llu JIsare mor
CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO OBUI ONUH U TOT XKe 4eJI0BeK, OPOCUB BCEro OUH B3TJIAM Ha UX CIUHBL. OHU OBLIN
Tak moxoxu. OH cuuTas, 4YTo He ommubCs.

Ho rimaza TemMHOT0 KOpoJis ObLIN SHTAPHLIMY, a ri1a3a 3o EgHa - TeMHEEIME. OJHAKO B IPOIIIOM
BHeIIHuY Bua MaTtepu LI3t0H EsiHa OBl IUPOKo u3BecTeH. OHa Obllla HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBOM, HO
camoe TJIaBHOe, V Hee OblIM SIpKUeE SHTapHBIE TJ1a3a.

Korga IIu JIsHre momymari o0 3TOM, OH HadaJsl Iofo3peBaTh, 4To L[3t0H EsH u ecTh TeMHBIN KOPOJIb.
OH 3Han 0 CyIIeCTOBAaHUH IIperapaToB, KOTOPEIe MOTYT U3MEHUTS I[BET riia3. TakuM o0pa3omM,
IITAHCOB Ha TO, 4TO L[3t0H EsH Ob11 TEMHBEIM KOPOJieM, OBITIO 3HAYUTEIBHO OO0JIBIIIE.

Oymast 06 atom, Llu JIsure ucnyrasncs. Ecnu TeMHBEIM KOpojieM, H3BECTHEIM CBOMM 3KECTOKUM,
37100HBIM U MSITeXKHBIM XapakTepoM, Ovll LI3t0H EsH, To 4TO OH coOupaeTcs menaTh? 3a4eM eMy



CKPBIBATh CBOU CITOCOOHOCTH?

JIoowy, KOTOPEIE€ MOTYT TaK OOJIT'O TAUTHCA U TEPIIEThL, CaMbi€ OIIaCHEIE.

[u JIssHTe 0CTaBasoCh TOJIBKO JKAATh IOIXOMASIIEH BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTOOB PACKPHITH MTPaBAY.

Ho Tenepb nMIiepaTopcKuil 0Tell HallKkcaal eMy IMMChMO U IIPU3BaJjl er0 KakK MOXKHO CKOpee BepPHYThCS
B Hanpi03. M3 nuckma OBIII0 BUJHO, YTO OEUCTBUSA Jtofeil TeMHOT0 KOpOJIs yXKe IIPHUBENH CTPaHy B
CMSITEHHE.

OH moMXeH BEPHYTHCS, YTOOH PEIIUTh 9TU MPOOJIEME KaK MOXKHO cKopee. X0Tsl quHacTus HaHbio3
IpoliBeTasa, Bcerga Oblla 0aCHOCTh BOCCTAHUS IEPBOTO IpUHIa. EMMHCTBEHHOE, 4TO 6ECIIOKOUIO0
Iu JIgnre, - 3TO COTPYOHUYECTBO [IEPBOr0 NIPUHLA U TeMHOI0 KOPOJIsi, KOTOPOE IIOCTaBUT AUHACTUIO
Hawnrro3 mmog yrpo3sy.

Wnu ke eMy caMOMY I'PO3HUT OMTacCHOCTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TeIIePh OH HaXOOUTCS B U9HCH, UTO JeniaeT
ero 1macCuBHHEIM HabmonaTeneM. OH OOJIKEeH Bce 00IyMaTh.

Ecnu 113100 EsH 66171 TeMHBIM KOPOJIEM, OH MOT OBl 0OBITPaTh €ro. Llu JIAHTe peuun BESICHUTD 3TO.
s Toro, 4ToOBI JOCTUYL CBOEH I1e/H, eMy OblJI0 He0OXOAMMO UCIO0JIb30BaTh bait Aocioa. XoTs Liu
JIsiHTe He XOTeJ 3TOT0 AejlaTh, y Hero He ObII0 BeIOOpA.

HaHpi09 He MOXKeT MOMacTh I0f YyXKoil KOHTPoJb! EMy OblsI0 cyKpmeHo npaBuTh Haubios! EMy ObiTo
CYX[EeHO IIPaBUTh BCEM MUPOM!

Hymast 06 aTom, Llu JIssHTe OBIT IIOJIOH PEITMMOCTH. Y Hero MOTJIA OBITh MUJITMOHEI KEeHINKUH, HO Oblla
TOJIBKO OfjHa HaHbi03!

- Kakas xkamocts, Ci03 He X04eT MOKUaaTh MeHs. HecpaBHeHHBIN MTPHHII, 60I0CH, S BaC pa3odyapylo, -
L3ton EsH 3Ham, uto Lu JIsHre cobupaeTcs UCIEITATh €70, HO OH IIOCMENT BoBleYs bait Aocioa.

Baii Aocios MOXKeT pUHA/IekaTh TONEKO eMy! HUKTO He MOXKeT KeJlaTh ee! B 9TOM HIHHUYHOM
B3rJIsI7e, 37T00HOM yIbIOKe U CerKa MPUITYPeHHBIX I'a3ax OblT capka3M U, 6oee TOro, u3geBKa. Ero
YyepHhIe, KakK y PeHMKCa, T71a3a ObIIN SCHHIMU ¥ TaKUMHU XKe TTTyOOKMMH, KaK BOLOBOPOTEI, CIIOCOOHEIE
3aCachIBaTh JTIONEH B CBOM MMyYHHEL.

Li3ton EsiH POTSIHYJ CBOIO CUJIbHYIO PYKY M 00Hs1 Balt Aocios, KoTopast Ka3aiach MaJeHbKOHN U
XPYIKOM, KOTla CTOSI/Ia PSIOOM C HUM B er0 00bSITUSX. [IITHIN MIPUHI] TOPIO0 IIOOHSII TOIOBY U C
npe3peHueM nmocMmorpen Ha Lu JIsure. IIpoBokanus B ero rita3ax Obljia HECOMHEHHOM.,

Baii Aocios ToYyBCTBOBaja o6eryenne, Koraa yBunena nosegenne 13t Esna. OHa 3Hama, 94To
ynoBka Ilu JIsiHTe ero He oOMaHeT. [ToTOM OHa 0CO3Haja, YTo cuuTasna LIy JISHre CBOMM OPYroM, HO
OH HCII0JIL30BaJI ee. Bcio cBOIO KKM3Hb OHA 00JIbIIIE BCEro HeHaBHela, KOrfa e MMoJIb30BaIuCh. KTo



OBl 9TO HU OBIJI, OHA HUKOTHA He OymeT UMEeTh C HUM HUYero oomuero!

Lu Jisinre, He Murasi, CMOTpeJ B rina3a 1[3toH EsgHa. OH 60sJ1Cst YTO-HUOYOb YIIYCTUTE.

OmHaKo OH BCe paBHO OBLT Pa30YapoBaH. B ero TeMHBIX TTa3ax He OBII0O HUKAKOTO STHTAPHOTO
npoOecka.

- [TaTeiil npuHL, He OyAbTe TAKUM KaTETOPUYHEIM. f He fyMalo, 4TO S XyXKe Bac, U 5 3aCIyKUBal0
Aocroa. Moxet ObITh, AoCI03 iepenyMaeT, - Llu JIsure cnabo yneioHyncsa. OH ObLT IOJI0H
YBEPEHHOCTH.

Korpa I13ton EsH yBupen, uto Liu JIsHre Tak HempomubaeM, OH HUUEro He I0Ka3al, XOTb U OBII
He[l0BOJIEH. BMeCTO 3TOr0, OH MOJIHOCTHIO MOATBEPAUJI CBOIO IIJIOXYI0 PENYTalHIo.

- HecpaBHEHHBIN NIPUHLI, @ BBl JEMCTBUTEIBHO CAaMOYBEPEHHI. XOTSI MOSI BHEILIHOCTh He UIET HU B
KaKoOe CpaBHEHHE C BallleH, S ropa3go sCHee MOHUMAl0, YTO MPOU30IIIO B HAIllEl CIIallbHE, YeM BHL. A
nyMmaio, uto Cio3 He 3aX04eT MOKUHYTh MeHs. Xaxaxaxa... - L[3ioH EsH moxabHo paccMmescs, ero
cnoBa 3acTaBuiu bail A0CI03 MIHOBEHHO IIOKPACHETD OT CMYIIeHUs!

Korga Bce mpucyTcTByIomMe ycbiany ciosa L[3ion EgHa, ux ria3a pacIIupUIKCh OT IIOKA.

XoHcio u Banbcu 3Hanmu, uto L3ton EgH mxKeT, HO YKao u Kydep ObUIH IeHCTBUTEIHHO MTOTPSCEHBI!
OHu mpeKpacHO 3HAJIU, HaCKOJIbKO HEBUHHBIM U 3aCTEHUMBLIM OBIIT UX XO3SHUH.

Ho on mpowu3sHec 3Tu 0eCCTRIIHEIE CJI0Ba IPUT0AHO! I'me Ke WX XOJIOOHBIM U CBUPEeINkIi Xx03s1uH?! KTo
3TOT 4YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM He CTBIGUTCS TOBOPUTH IJIyIOCTU?!

YkKa0 ¥ Kydep IOTPSICEHHO CMOTpeu Ha He00. Heyxkenu m060Bb IeHCTBUTEIFHO MOXKET IIPEBPATUTH
reHus B uguoTa? Eciu aTo ObIyIa cuita 1100BU, OHU OBl TPEATIOYH JaXKe He IIBITaThCs!

u JIsiare He oxupai, 4yTo LI310H EsH ckaxeT Takue 0ecCThIOHEIE CI0Ba. bojiee TOro, OH He 0XHUfal,
uyTo bait Aocros u LI310H ESH CTaHYT HaCTOAIIUMYU MYKEM U KEHOU.

OH Bcerga BepuJ, 4TO TaKasd roppas XKeHIIMHA Kak bal Aocios He OyfeT MOAYUHATHCS IPUXOTSIM
npyrux. Kak oHa Morjia fo6pOBOJIbHO BEIUTH 3aMyK 3a TaKOT0 IIPHHIA? BhlJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO
IIPeJCTaBUTh, YTO OHU y2Ke KOHCYMUPOBAJIU CBOM Opak.

Lu JIsinre mocMmoTpen Ha ba#t Aocios ¢ HemoBepueM, HafiesiCh, UTO OHa OymeT oTputiaTh 3T0. OMHAKO
€ro XKOano pa3oyapoBaHUe.

OH BUAEN TONNBKO PYMSHEL, IOOHUMAIIUMICS 10 KpacuBou 1ieKe bair Aoctos. OHa yaapuna Li3ioH
EsHa 110 pyKe C 3aCTeHYUBOCTHIO ¥ THEBOM, HO He ITocMoTpesia Ha Llu JIsHre.



Korpga Bait Aocios ycnbimiana, 94To cKa3an LI3ioH EsiH, oHa Oblyla Tak B3BOJIHOBaHA, YTO HE MOTJIa
MOXOAaThCs, YTOOB! U30UTH €r0 [0 cMepTu. OH JEeUCTBUTENIBHO pa3pyiuun ee pemnytanuio! Ho Temeps
OHa He MOIJIa OTpUIATh 3TOT0. KpoMe Toro, Bepun nmu B 3T0 Llu JIsHTe unu HeT, He 3a0oTuio ee. OHa
He CTaja yTPyXKaaTh ce6si 00bICHEHUSIMHU.

- HecpaBHEHHBIN NIPUHL, BaM Iy4ille BepHYThCA. 4 He moKuHY Ero BeicouecTBo. LIBETH ITEpCUKa B
HaHpi03 MOT'yT OBITH CKOJIb YTOMHO ITPEKPACHEI, HO OHU He TaK XOPOIIH, KaK HepeBbs KaKapaHIbl Ha
3aHeM [IBOpe pe3ufeHIuH IaToro npunia. OHu Mou mobumsle, - bait Aocios cxkana pyky 1I3toH
Esina. OHa cepbe3Ho mocMoTpena Ha Llu JIsHTe, ¥ B ee ra3ax Obl/IM CII0KHBIE YYBCTBA, KOTOPEIE
HEBO3MOXKHO OBITIO TPOYECTb.

Bait Aocios Oblsta IeHCTBUTEIBHO XKeCTOKOM. Ecu 6b1 oH OblT el HeGe3pa3nuyeH, OHa OBl cenana
BCE, UTOOHI 3AIIUTUTh €T0, HO €CJIH OH Pa304yapoBall ee, ero XKU3Hb UIIK CMEPTh He UMEJIH K Hel
HUKAKOT'0 OTHOIIEHHUS.

[laxe eciu 3TOT YeJI0BEK BEIPBET CBO€ CepPAlie IPsAMO Y Hee Ha I'lla3aX, BO3MO2XKHO, OHA TOJIBKO
IIOMOPILIUTCA OT TOI'O, UYTO ClIeHa HEMHOI'O 2KeCTOKad. Bonbliiie 0Ha HUYETO HE IIOYYBCTBYET.

Ona Bcerjia Oblna XJIagHOKPOBHOU. KTO-TO paHbIlle TOBOPHII, YTO ITO CPAaBHEHHUIO C BOJIKAMU U
scTpebamu oHa GoJblle TOX0XKa Ha 3Melo. 7151 ee OMUCAHUS UCIIONTb30BaIMCh TaKKe CII0Ba KakK
XOJIONHOCTH 1 Oe3pa3nuyune. Bce Oblu ee 0oORYEH, M eAUHCTBEHHEIM OTJIMYMEM MEXAy HUMHU Oblna
IIPeNaHHOCTb.

Kak u ceityac, oHa 3Haja, YTO 9TH CJI0Ba MPUYUHAT 001k Llu JIsure. Ho oHa Bce paBHO 3TO cOernana.
CBeT HafleX[Hl B €r0 I'J1a3ax NOCTENeHHO IOTYCKHETL.

- 9to mpaBaa? MoxeT ObITh, THI TAKXKe He JTI0OUIID IMelaprouuio, - Lu JISHre mevaabHO IOCMOTPEN
Ha bau Aocros.

Bait Aocios MATKO yIBIOHYIach M MeAJIEHHO ITPOM3HECTIa:

- 9 He 710610 CTUIITKOM KpacuBhie Bemmy. OHM HaCTOIBKO OCTIEMUTENbHEI, YTO TUO0 COXKIYT MEHS
00 OYAYT CIIUIIKOM MHMOJIETHHIMU. B0IOCE, 5T HE CMOTY UX yOepKaTh.

- Xa-xXa... Tak OHO U eCTb. I BUXYy, - Llu JIsgHre yneiOHysncs. Kazanoch, OH 4TO-TO MOHSIII.

[I3t0H EsiH He BhIKa3bIBaJl HUKAKOT 0 HeTePIeHus II10 IIOBOAY UX 3aIllyTaHHOI'O Pa3roBOpPa, IIOTOMY 4YTO
OH 3HaJ, uTo ero C03 HaBcerga IIPpUHAOJIEXKUT eMy'

- He Oyny Tebs mpoBoXKaTh, - PaBHOAYIIHO CKa3ana bai Aocios.

9T0 OB pHKa3 youpathcs. Llu JIgHTe clerka MpUIOAHSII TOJIOBY, B €ro riia3a OobIie He ObLIn
Tevarny.



- Aoc103, MOKEeT OBITh, THI HE 3HAEIb, YTO THI ... CAMOE OCJIEIIUTEILHOE CYIIECTBO. MHOTHE JTIOIU
OpocarTcs Blepen 3a 3TUM JIydoM cBeTa. OHU XOTST BCErHa BIafleTh UM M YHUUTOXKAT €ro, eCu He
CMOTYT yOepzaTb. Y Hac OyIeT HOCTaTOYHO BpeMeHHU, A0OCI03, MBI ellle BCTPeTUMCS KOTHa-HuOys, -
Iu JIsare nocMotpen Ha bau Aocio3 ¥ cKa3aJll TO, 4YTO OH AyMall.

OH xoTen 0OHATH ee, HO eMy Melnian LI3t0H EgH, KOTOPEHIM yKe BUOeEN, 0 4YeM OH gymaeT. Kak mor Llu
JIsiHTe He 3aMeTUTh IIPOBOKALIUIO B €ro I'ta3ax? Ho B maHHEIM MOMEHT y Hero He Ob1J1I0 CBOOOIHOTO
BpeMeHH, YTOOHI CPa3UTLCS C MATHIM IPUHIEM. Eciu oH He cMOXeT pemuTs mpobiemy B HaHbi03, TO
He II0JIYYUT TOTr'0, YTO XOYeT.

Oymast 06 aTom, Llu JIssHTe He cTal JOXKUAAThCS 0TBeTa bait Aocios. OH IOBEPHYJICS U PELIUTENIEHO
BBIIIETI.

Bait Aocroa mpocnenuiia 3a HuM B3rasimoM. OHYM He BEPHYIUCH B OM, [TOKA He YBUENH, KaK OH
IIOJIOIIIe]T K KapeTe Ha YTy YIIUIHL.

- Bamie BricouecTBO, MBI IOJIZKHBI BEPHYTHCS KaK MOXKHO CKopee. 4 OyOy CIeIuTh, TaK YTO, MOXKET
ObITh, TOe31Ka OymeT HeMHOTO yxabucToii. Baire BricouecTBo, 6010Ch, BH UCIEITaETE AUCKOMOOPT, -
0CTOPOKHO cKa3an Cycsio, rinaasa Ha 3agyMmunBoro Lu JlsHre.

OpHako MpUHI, Ka3ajoCh, He pacCblla ero cjaoB. OH OTKMHYJICSA Ha CIMHKY MITKOT0 Kpecia.
BremnocTs u ronoc bail Aocio3 BO3HUKIIN 1 9XOM OTO3BAJINCh B €TI0 CO3HAHUH.

- Cycsio, MHOT@, YeM MEHBIIE Thl MOXKEIIlb MTOIYYUTh, TeéM GO0JIbIIe TH 9TOT0 XOYelllb, TyCTh JaxkKe
BCEMHU IIpaBIaMu ¥ HellpaBmaMu. & xouy Beck Mup u KpacaBuiyy! - Llu JIsHre 3710 paccMmesinicsi. CMex,
KOTOPHIM HE COOTBETCTBOBAJI €I0 TeMIIepaMeHTy, 3acTaBua Cycsio MOXOJIOAETh.

On GOHHCH, YTO CUTyallud B MUPE€ BOT-BOT USMEHUTCA.
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