"Yro cnyunnocs? OmacHOCTh MUHOBasa, BEpHO?"
XeneH OblJla HEMHOT'0 HallyraHa rojiocoM AHropa.

"Cap-cap." OHa nomnsiTanach NOKJIOHUTHCS B 3HAK yBaXKeHUs, HO TYT IIOUYYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK Kakas-To
CHJla OCTAHAB/IMBAET ee. "OTO CTPAHHO, C3P. f “MeIo B BUAY, YTO MOpe B Hallle BpeMs CTpaHHOe".

"Tlouemy? Pa3Be 3T0 He 0ObIYHOE siBeHUe s Box [IbsiBoa OBITH TAKUMU ONTaCHBIMU?"

"Tleno He B morofe..." XeJleH 3afiyMasiach, HO He Halll/la Hy>KHBIX CJIOB AJIST 00BICHEHUS. "OTO MOXKET
II0Ka3aThCs CTPAHHBIM, HO Te0e He KaXkKeTCs, YTO MOpe yKaCHO Tuxoe?"

"Tuxoe?" AHrop NPUCIyIIAJICS K IYHOBEHUIO BETPA, CTOJIKHOBEHUSIM IIPUJIUBOB U OT/IMBOB U
37I0BEIIUM IIy3LIPSIM, KOTOPHIE CBUIETEILCTBOBAJIA O CKPHITOU TypPOYJIEHTHOCTH II0J] UX ITO3UINEN.
"Moxelb paccka3aTh mougpooHee?"

XereH nokadasa rojioBo. "{ He 3HAI, KaK CKa3aTh, HO... 9TOT MapIIPYT, s XO[UIIa 110 HEMY MHOI'0
pas, u paHblle oH Ovln 6onee "xkuBHIM". Ho celiuac oH MepTB".

AHTOp MOT TOJIBKO CHHUTATHh 3TO HEIIOHATHOE BBEIPpAXKEHNE MHCTUHKTOM XeneH. Ho Bce ke OH He CMOT
IIOHSATE.

XeJleH OIyCTHUJIa TOJIOBY U B3[OXHYyJIa. "BO3MOXKHO, f CIUIIKOM pa3fgpaXuTesbHa, cap".

To ke caMoe OHa yxKe roBopuia JPBUHY, HO TOT JIAIIb IOCOBETOBAJ €11 HEMHOTO OTAOXHYTh. OHa
3HaJla, YTO HU JPBUH, HU AHTOp He 0OBHUHSIOT €€ B TOM, UYTO OHA TOBOPUT TJIYIIOCTH, HO el BCe PaBHO
0110 He 10 cele.

Ona xoTena yoenuThb cebsi, 4TO 9TO BCETO JIUIIL JIOXKHOE 3a0TyKIeHue, Ipecienyiouee ee pa3yM, HO
YTO-TO IIOACKA3HIBAIIO e 06paTHOe.

"He coBceM", - cKa3aj AHTOD.
"TeI-THI Bepulllb MHe?" XeJleH IOAHsIa [OJI0BY.

"B03MOKHO, THI ITpaB. Kak OMBITHEIN MOPSK, ITPOBEMIINI CTOJILKO JIET Ha Kopabiie, TBoe TeJo
Hay4uJI0Ch IPefuYyBCTBOBATh OMACHOCTh. Thl IPOCTO HE MOXKeIIb HalTH CII0co0 BEIPA3UTh 3TO".

"Moe Teno?" XeJleH IOCMOTpEJIa B CTOPOHY, IIBITAsICh CHOBA UYTO-TO II0YYBCTBOBATh.

"MoxeT OBITh, He COBCEM Ballle Tejo. {1 X04y cKa3aTh, UTO Bl pa3paboTany HeYTO, UTO CYUTHIBAET
(baKToOpH OKPYXKAaIoIIel Cpefibl, KOTOphIie TI0aX 00bYHO He BUAAT. Y Korfa MPOUCXOOUT YTO-TO
CTOsilllee BHUMaHMS, BBl 3TO NMOYYBCTBYeTe. ECnu y Bac ecTh BpeMs, odullep XeJeH, MoXKanyucTa,
pacckaxuTe MHeE, 4YTO BBl MOXKeTe".

XeJeH CHOBa IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MOpe ¥ He TIOYyBCTBOBAJIa MPUOIMIKAIOIIENCS 0TacCHOCTH. "X0po1IIo,
cap. C gyero 66l MHe HavaTk..."

Aurop BOpyT OPOCHUI B3TJISAT Ha BEPXHUIM 9TaxkK, OTKYyAa OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ YeH-TO HA30UIUBHIN B3TJIS.
"IlaBali MOTOBOPHUM B MO€lM KOMHATe, €CJIH Thl He BO3paxKaelb".

XeJleH BHIT/IAAeIa HEMHOTO YﬂHBHeHHOfI, HO IIOTOM, ITOKPACHEB, KUBHYIJIA.



Kaxk TO/MbKO OHH BOIIIIH B KamTy, AHl"Op YCTAaHOBHJI BOKPYT HUX 6apbep ayXxa.

TonbKO ceidac OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO PoMaH MOACTYLUINBAET UX PA3TOBOP, YTO OLIJIO CTPAHHO,
ITOCKOJIbKY POMaH He BHITJISAIEN YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOTO BOJTHYET MTOBCEOHEBHAsT 00ITOBHS.

Wy 9TOT 4enoBeK MPOoCTo HabIoman 3a MHOU? 3aaliCsl OH BOIIPOCOM.

AHTOp XOTeJ BBIICHUTE, YTO 3agyMan PoMaH. A 10CKo/IbKy PoMaH HaMepeBasics MOACIyILINBaTh, OH
MOT elrle 00JIbIlle CITPOBOIIMPOBAaTh POMaHa Ha [eNCTBUS, IIOTOBOPUB C XeJleH HaeouHe.

Kak oH u 0xKufai, BCKOPE K er0 CIIUPUTHYEeCKOMY Oapbepy MOJoIIesl CIUPUTHYECKUH MY U
TIPOIIyTIaj BCE BOKPYT.

Kak Ttonbko PomaH 3ameTusn 6aprep, 9YTO TOBOPUIIO O TOM, UTO €r0 "BTopkKeHue" 010 06HapyXKeHO,
OH OTMEHHUJI CBOM CITUPUTUYECKUM IITYTI.

Aurop y6enusics, 94To TpiokK PoMaHa IOJTHOCTBIO TPEKPATUIICS, TIpeXkKe YeM CHOBa 3aTOBOPHUTH C
XerJieH.

XerseH, ¢ OPYTOX CTOPOHE, IOHSAJIA, YTO TO, Yero OHa OXKufana, He mpou3onuio. Kaszanocs, "rocnogux
BOJNIIEOHUK" B35 €€ B CBOI0O KOMHATY TOJIBKO AJIST TOTO, YTOOBI TIOTOBOPUTE.

Tem BpemeneM PoMaH MpayHO CMOTpPEJ B CBOXO KOMHATY.

He MoXeT ke OH OTKPHITh 9T0 Aes0? Hu JpBuH, Hu XelleH He OyAyT Bo3pazKaTh IPOTUB TOTO, UTO 5
crenani.

Ho uto sTtoT II3AT momKeH cKa3aTh XelleH HaequHe? [IogoxauTe... 3Ta XKeHIMHA I0OKpacHena, He
TaK Jau?

"Xex. [IoHATHO, HeyOayHUK, KOTOPHIM MHTEPECYETCS TOJICTYXOU CPEeJHUX eT".
OH mogo1iesn K OKHY ¥ CO 3710 YXMBUIKOU IIOCMOTPEJT Ha MOPCKYIO BOAY.

CoreHbIl BeTep BOPBAJICS B €70 KOMHATY ¥ PACKPHUI KHUTY Ha CTOJIE, OTYEro Ha II0JT yal
3aCTPSIBIIUY B KHUTE JTUCTOK OyMaru.

Ha G6ymare Oblta u3o6paxeHa o01mast popma [IbIBOTLCKOM BOOEI, @ TaKXkKe TMTAHTCKAst TEHb,
IIPUTAKBIIASCS BOKPYT Hee.

B KxomHaTe AHropa XeJieH MeIjIeHHO 00bsSICHUIA CBOE IICUX0JIOTUYECKOe COCTOSHUE U U3MEHEHMUSI.
"3HauuT, THI Hayana 0€CIIOKOUTHCS 663 IPUUMUHEL C TTOJIMeCsIla Ha3an?"
"Ia. CHayasia HU4Yero cepbe3HOro, HO B 3TH OHU OHO CTaJI0 TAKAM CUJIBHBIM, YTO s O0OJIbIIEe HE MOTY

HOPMAJIbHO CIIATh. JTOT... BAJIyH, HpHBHBaHHHI:I K MOeMy cepany, MemaeT OBIIIATH".

"Cny4umnoch i 4TO-HUOYOb IIOJIMecsiIla Ha3a/l, KOTfa HayasioCk 3TO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO?"



"He myMmaro, 4TO 4TO-TO OCOO€EHHOE..."

XeneH 00bsICHUIA CBOIO paboOTy ¥ pacnucanue, a AHTOp BHUMATEIBHO CITyIIa, YToOb 00HAPYKUTH
YTO-HUOYMb CTOSIIIIEE BHUMAHMUS.

"Tlogoxpu. Tsl cupainnBaia MHeHNe PomMaHa, Korfia BeIOMpasnaa MapmpyT?"

XeneH KuBHya. "CyllecTByeT He ONUH MapIIpyT, 10 KOTOPOMY MBI MOXKeM J00paThCs 00 3eMIH
deppana, ¥ OHU IIOCTOSTHHO MEHSIOTCS B pa3Hble Mecsnsl. HaM HyKHO BpeMs 0T BpeMeHU
KOPPEKTUPOBaTh HallpaBjieHue".

"Ho noueMmy nMeHHO Poman? Pa3Be BBl C IPBUHOM He MOXKeTe 3TO CHaelaTh?" AHIOp HaXMYpHUIICS.

"TocnioguH PomaH Bcerfia 3apaHee coo0ImiaeT HaM 6ojiee TOYHYIO HHGOPMAIUIO, HAalpUMED, O
HEOXUJaHHOM OKeaHCKOM TeUeHHUH WJIU ciieflaX 4ynoBuil. HaMm Hy>KHa ero IoMoIllb, YTOOH
YKJIIOHUTHCS OT BO3MOXKHEIX yTPO3".

"BaM HyKHO oOpamiaThCs K PoMaHy 3a IofiCKa3KaMH KaXXObIY pa3, KOTHa Bl OTIPABISIETECH B
mIaBaHue?"

"Het. lHOTHa y HAC eCTh APYTOM BOMIIEOHUK, OXpaHAIomKi Kopabib. Ho moKa NpuXoguT TOCIOANH
Pomasn, M1 6yneM o0CcyKaaTh ¢ HUM, 4TOObI BEIOpaTh nyuimuit Kypc'. KctaTy, o rocrogute Pomane,
3TO yXKaCHOe YyBCTBO HAYaJIOCh KaK pa3 I10CJIe TOTr0, KaK OH pellusI, YTO HaM [ejlaTh Jajblie. YTo-To
He TaK C HalllUM MapIlIpyToM, cIp?"

"MoxeT OBITh..." pa3MbInisan Aurop. "Ho s gymato, uto OH ceituac siBnsieTcst 607blieit mpobiemon”.
"OH - BBl ©UMeeTe B Bupgy, muctep Po..."

XeneH He Bepuia, YTo PoMaH IPUYMHUT Bpe KOopaldiio, TOCKOJIBKY OH ObLT COTPYIHUKOM
Accouuanuu 6ebpx MOJUTIOCKOB, a "JIuMmeTt" 6w KopabimeM Accounanuu. PomaH Mor GbITh HEMHOTO
BJIaCTHBIM, HO y HeTO He ObLJI0 IPUYKH IIpefiaBaTh CBOI0 KOMIIaHUIO.

"9TOro He MOXKeT ObITh, C3p. MHIUOEHT MeXKIy BaMU U MUCTepPOoM PoMaHOM Ipou301Ies HeHeio
Ha3af, KOTrfa ME y2Ke HeKOTOpOe BpeMs MyTelleCTBOBaIN 110 3TOMY MapIIpyTy".

"Brl gymaeTe, s 06BHHS10 PoMaHa 13-3a TOro Hauero criopa?”
"9T0... 3T0 He Tak?" XeJeH mogyMasa, 9YTo 3To Ipy0o, HO BCe Ke CIIPOCHIIA.

AHTOD ITOKayas rojioBoi. "f meiCTBUTENbHO HEJOBONIEH TEM, Kak BemeT ce0sg PoMaH, HO 51 HE CTaHy
HUYETro NpeanpuHUMaTh IPOTUB HETO, ITI0Ka OH He HallaZlaeT HEeIOCPEACTBEHHO Ha MeHs. B Mupe
BOJIIIIEOHMKOB MHOTO TaKHUX JIIOJeH, KaK OH. Y MeHSI HET BpeMeHHU 0eCIIOKOUTHCS 0 KaXKoOM U3 HUX. f
CKa3aJi, 4To PoMaH MOXeT UMeTh OTHOLIEHKE K BallleMy "TIpenylIpeXaeHuI0" U3-3a Opyrou
BO3MOXKHOCTH".

OH Ol TOYTH YBEPEH, YTO POMaH yKpas KOUIMapHHEY KaMeHb Ha Kopaliie, BEpOSTHO, YTOOH
IIpofaTh ero 3a 00MblINe OEeHbI'W U KYIIUTh YTO-TO IIeHHOE.
OnHako AHTOp He MOT TOHSATh, ToYeMy PomaH OblI TaK YBepeH B CBOEM IIJIaHe.

PaHo unu mo3pHOo KTo-HUOY b U3 [1naByuyero Mex-Cutu 3aMeTus1 OBl IIPOIAXKY AParoleHHOro KaMHs
KommMapoB. Kak Torga Pomas 00BSICHUT UM 3TO?



[To mHeHnuio AHropa, PoMaH OblT KpaiiHe MOI03PUTEIBHON THYHOCTHIO, YMEIOLIeH TIaTeIbHO
pa3pabaTeIBaTh IIaHbL. ECIIH 3TOT YeJI0BEK XOTEN CKPHITh TO, YTO CIIYYUIIOCH C JIUMIIETOM, TO B
COYETaHUU C IpenynpexneHreM XejeH...
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