[Toxa BobGoTa oTnpaBuscs uccienoBaTh AHTOpa, y AHropa OblI 0Y€eHb IJI0X0H [IeHb.

Ou yexan Ha HebecHOM aBTOOyCe u3 Cama [lyxoB [lepeBbeB, a KOTHa BhIIIENI Ha OCTaHOBKE
"TlemepHoe 1oJie", Ha HETO Hallajld, IPeXae YeM OH YCIIeJl BOUTH B TOPOJ YYEHUKOB.

3acafoy OKa3ajach XKeHCKas [ylla, CIpsATaHHas B JIeCy.
CunnBus.

CunbBuS CHOBa HCIIONb30Bajla CBOM BOM [yIll, KOTOPHIM HEMHOTO TIOIIUIIA pa3yM AHropa. 3aTeM
AHTOD yCHBIIIan 4ei-T0 HeTPOMKUM CMeX.

"Kak s 1 oxupain. [ToneITKY OTPSICTH TBOIO AYILIY He BO3HIMEIOT Ha TeOs1 ocoboro adderTa".

['OBOPUBINIKY CTOSIT Ha BETKE fAepeBa. KamomoH ero CB000IHONM MaHTHH BOIIIEOHUKA ITOTHOCTHIO
CKpHIBAJ €T0 JIUIIO.

OnHako AHTOD yKe y3HaJ 3TOTr0 YeJjloBeKa 110 CTPAaHHOMY, HO XapaKTEPHOMY CMeXY.

"Caxa... THI IIpHUIIIENT ©UCKATh CMEPTh TaK CKOPO?" AHTrop nu300pa3us MpayHoe BhlpaxeHue nuia. OH
ellle He IJIaHUPOBaAJl UMeTh feso ¢ Cakoil, HO TOT NIPHUIIEN K HEMY IIE€PBEIM.

Caka 6eccTpacTHO yineiOHYCs. "O, He 31uck. f mpocTo mepepnaio Tebe coobiienue. Hy, MoxKeT OBITE,
TaKKe MCII0Ib3YI0 3TOT IIaHC, YTOOH TPOBECTU KPOILIEUHBIN TECT Ha AYIIY MOEHN TPeThel 3BE3[HL..."

[Toka Caka roBopusi, AHIOp Hayajl CTPOUTh MOJE/b 3aKJIMHAHUS B CBOEM IIPOCTPAHCTBE pa3yMa.

AHTOp He MOT HCII0/Ib30BaTh YCKOPEHHbIE 3aKIMHAHUS, HO Oarogaps cBouM TormopaM BceneHHOM OH
MOT TBOPHUTB 3aKJIMHAHUS ropa3fo OvIcTpee, YeM OObIYHBEIN yueHUK. K ToMy BpeMeHH, Kak Caka
3aMeTHIT MyIbCALIMY MaHHI, UCXOMSIIe OT AHTOpa, AHTOp y2Ke IIPUTOTOBUI 3aKJIMHAHKE - BOKPYT €T0
JIaflOHY TIOSIBUJICS c1a0klii 06BEKT B popMe IoIyMecsIia.

Bymwu!
[Tomynpo3payHoe Jie3BUe BeTpa YCTPeMUiocs K Caxke.

B mocnenHioo cekynay Caka OTIPHITHYT B CTOPOHY, U JIe3BHe BeTpa yCIIeJIo JIUIIL OTOPBAThH YacCTh
ero xajaTa. JIe3Bue Bpe3asoch B CTBOJI iepeBa MM03aii, OTYEr0 BETKH U JINCThS PA3JIeTeNINCh B
Pa3HBEIE CTOPOHEL.

CroemnaB CTPEMUTENBHOE CanbTo Ha3af, Caka Ipu3eMIIuicsa psagoM ¢ CUIbBUEH.
"Kak s yKe cKa3zaJ, s BCEro JIuIb faio Tebe mMecca..."

BTopast aTaka AHropa oopymuaack Ha Caky, BMeCTe C IPYro# TeHbI0, KOTOpPas C OTPOMHOMI
CKOPOCTHIO IIPOH3KIIA BO3MAYX.

Ha 3TOT pa3 AHTOp MCIOIh30Ba U KJIIMHOK BETPa, U 30710To¥ 60nT. OnuH ObIT HAIIPaBIIeH B IIEHTP

Caxku, Ipyrow - B ero rojiosy.

Cpa}KeHI/IH MeXOy YYeHUKAaMH B OCHOBHOM OIIpENEIIANNUCh TEM, KTO OABUT'AJICS II€PBBIM. HOTepH
ObIXaHUA IIepen 00eM BIIOJIHE MOXKET IIPpUBECTH K TOMY, YTO KTO-TO IIPOUTPAET BECH 0o1i.



Caka He Obl1 00/1afilaTesieM KPOBHOM IMHUY, U €My He XBaTuI0 pu3ndeckux pedrekcos, YTOOH
n30exkaTh 00enx aTak. OmMHAKO OH OBIJT He ONWHOK: KOTHa OIIMOBOe 00JT1aKO, BRI3BAaHHOE aTaKaMH,
paccesinocs, nepen Cakoi OSIBUIACh MYCKyIuCTas Gurypa.

Benepa XeppuHI'TOH, BTOpas Oyllla, IpuHaajiexamasa Cake.

[Tepen XeppUHTTOHOM BO3HUK C1a0bili 6apbep U3 BO3AyXa, KOTOPHIH OTPa3uUI BETPSIHOM KITUHOK U
3os0To¥ 60nT AHTrOpAa.

"Xopoto... {d mogymar, 4TO Thl IPUMeEIllh UCIIHITAHNE B KauecTBe 6/1arogapHOCTH IIOCTIe ONTyYeHus
Moero coo01menusi. Ecnu 9To TO, 4ero TH XO4elllb, S BO3bMY MHUIIMATUBY Ha ce0s", - pa3gasncs rouoc
Caku u3-3a COUHB XepPUHITOHA. "MHTEepecHO..."

XeppUHTTOH MOIIEBETUICS. 'pOMO3Kast AyIla YCTPEMUIAch K AHTOpy ¢ 6€3yMHO¥M CKOPOCTHIO.

"“ThI MOXKeIIb MPOTUBOCTOSATh HETaTUBHBIM BO3[€MCTBUSM Ha CBOIO AYIIY, HO CMOXKEIIb I ThI
IIPOTUBOCTOSITH IPSIMBIM aTakaM Oyiu? f cobruparoch Y3HAThH Pe3yIbTaT CEerogHs", - IPOTOBOPUIT
Caka MU3-I1og MaHTHUHU.

VIHCTUHKTHBHO AHTOp co3pasn nepen cobo NefsiHyIo CTeHY, YTOOH TPeJOTBPAaTUTh BHE3ATHYIO
araky. OgHaKoO OH TyT Xke I10xKases 00 3TOM, YBUOEB, KaK MIOIyIpo3payHas Aylla XeppuHITOHA
IIPOHECTIach CKBO3b JIEASHYIO CTEHY, KaK HU B 4eM He OhIBAJIO.

AHTOp OTKATHUJICS B CTOPOHY U efiBa YKJIOHWUJICS OT yoapa. OH ellle He 3HAJl HUYEro, YTO MOTJIo OB
HaHEeCTH YPOH AyIllaM, II03TOMY BCe CBOe BHMMaHMe OH HampaBul Ha Caky. Ecnu 651 OH cMor
YHUYTOXKUTE 3TOT'0 YEJIOBEKA, TO BCE MPOOIeMBbl ObITH ObI PEILIEHE.

Omnupasich Ha JIeBYIO NagoHb, AHTOP BBEITYCTHI CEPHUIO BETPSIHAIX JIE3BUY U3 NIpaBoil pyKu. bornee
MecCsiTH Je3BUi HAIIPABUIKCh K XKU3HEHHO BaxKHBIM TOYykKaM CakKH, a TaKXKe K BO3MOXKHBIM ITyTSIM
OTCTYIIJIEHUST BOKPYT HETO.

Anrop GBI YBEPEH, YTO XEPPUHTTOH He TOMOXKeT Cake BBIXKHUTH B 3TOT pas.

"Xo... Tol oueHs OGLICTPO BhIpOC. TH y2Ke MOXKelllb HCIoab30BaTh Crescent Barrage? [la etre u
naTUKpaTHHIM", - Caka 3By4an 6oapo. "BoT 910 g noHumaro!"

Aurop OBIT yBepeH, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 Caka He CMOXKeT yOexkaTh. ITOT IICUX MOT HCIIOIb30BaTh
3alUTHbLIE 3aKINHAHUS, YTOOB OTPa3UTh aTaKH.

Opuako AHTOp He oXKupas, yTo n36aBuThCSI 0T Caku OymeT Tak IPoCTo. Y Hero OBITT PEBOIBBED U
apbaset, a Takke goctaToyHo MaHsl 4151 30 BeIcTpenoB Crescent Barrage, mo3aToMy OH IIaHUPOBa
u3MaThBaTh Caky IOHEMHOTY.

Ho T0, 4TO mMpou301I1I0 Janbiie, OBICTPO Pa3pYIIXIIO0 ero miaH - Caka He MCII0Ib30Ball HUYEro, YTOOH!
3amuTUTh cebsi. Bce me3Bus BeTpa o6pymunuch Ha Teao Caky, pa3phiBasi ero Ha HECKOJIBKO JacTeH.

"OH yMmep Tak 6bicTpo? HeT, Bpspn nu..." AHTOp BOCCTAHOBUJI PaBHOBECUE U HAXMYPUJIICS, TS Ha
aTto 3penuine. OH He MOT HaTH HUKAKUX CJIe[IOB UJITIO3UK. [I9THA KPOBY Ha 3eMJie U KPOBE,
BBITEKAIOIast U3 IIOBPEeXKIEHHBIX apTepui, Ka3aaucCh TAKUMU PeaTbHbIMHU.

[Toxa AHrop cMmortpen Ha "Tpyn" Caka, 4YTO-TO BHE3allHO HAKPHLJIO €0 CBEPXY.

XeppI/IHl"TOH YIIaJl C BO3OyXd U YOapPHUII I10 AHI"Opy MOTY4YHUM KYJIdKOM, OKYTaHHEIM CBETOM.



AHTOD TIOMBITAJICS OTOIBUHYTHCS. BHIIO CIUIIIKOM TTO3MHO - Ky/TaK XePPUHTTOHA YOAPHUII €T0 B TPYAb
TOYHO B LIEHTP.

U HeT, XeppuHTTOH He cobuparcst 6uTh. Korga ero Kynmak mouTy MPU3EMIIUIICS Ha Tejlo AHTopa,
XeppUHTTOH Pa3fBUHYJ PYKU U BHIITYCTUII JIy4 CBeTa B AHTOpa - B TITyOMHY AyIIN AHTOpA.

BuyTpu 6e3rpanuyHnoro [IpoctpancTsa [yiu ny4d ObUT MalleHbKUM, KaK IBUIMHKA, HO OH HAIIPaBUJICS
IPSIMO B Ayl1y AHTOpa, Kak OYATO YTO-TO HAIPaBIISIJIO €To.

Be3 0cobrIx cpefcTB myia AHTopa Obiyla 3aKperniieHa B ero [ITpocTpaHcTBe [IyLiu U He MOTIa
TIepeMeIaThCs M0 CBoeMy kejlaHuio. Ho mpexe yeM JIyd IoIai B €ro AyIly, Iepef AyIIoi AHropa B
KaueCcTBe 3all[UTHl TOSBUIOCh HECKOJILKO 3eJIeHHIX JIEIIeCTKOB. JIyd Ipu3eMIuiIcs Ha 6apbep u3
JIETIECTKOB U JIETKO MTPOOUTT HX.

JIyu Ovin sSIBHO ctabee I0CIie ITPOX0XKIEHUS Yepe3 3alllUTy, HO BCe XKe CMOT IOCTHUYb AYIIH.

AHTOp TTOYYBCTBOBAJ PE3KYI0 00/, UAYIIYIO U3 TTyOUHBI €ro OYIIN, KOTopas OLICTPO OTpa3uiach Ha
ero Teje. X0JOIHbIM IIOT MTHOBEHHO IOKPHLI €ro j100. Ero riasa HaJuaIuch KPOBBIO, a MBIIIIITEI
Havalld CyJOPOXKHO COKPAIIATHCS.

9TO yKaCHOE COCTOSIHME IIPOA0JIKAaJIOCh HECKOJIBKO CeKyHA. Korga oHO 3aKOHYMIIOCH, AHTOD B
M3HEMOXKEHUU PYXHYJI Ha 3eMIIIO.

BryTpu npocTpaHCcTBa AYyLIX €T0 Oylla IIOJIy4Yusia CBeXYI0 PaHy OT JIy4eBOU aTaKu.
B T0 X)e Bpemsa 3eneHbM bapxaT BHIIYCTHII IOTOKU 3€JIEHOT0 CBETAa, KOTOPHIM ITOKPHLI PaHy.
[Top 3eneHBIM CBETOM MOBpeXKOeHHasd Oyllla AHTOpa Hadajla BOCCTaHaBIMBAThCS.

OJIHaKO AHl"Op HHW4Yero He 3HaJl 0 TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO BHYTPU HETO. OH NuIb TSKEeN0 IBIXTEI Ha
3EeMIIe.

Iyma XeppuHITOHA UCYe3JIa 0C/Ie 9TOU aTaku. AHrop c1abo IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ YBUOE, YTO
ocranku Caku Bce ellle UCTOYAIOT B BO3AYX 3alax CBeXeW KPOBH.

"f1 moGepun?" YV AHropa Bce ellle 0CTaBaIoCh MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB OTHOCUTEJIHHO IIOeINHKA, HO
pe3ynbTaT Ka3aucsa JOCTaTOYHO YTEUIUTENIbHEIM.

YTemenue OIuaoCh HEJOITO, Tak Kak roinoc Caku pa3malcsa OTKyAa-TO HeIlodaJIeKy.

"Pe3ynbTaT TecTa: IpsgMas aTaka Ha Aymy cpaboTasa BenukosenHo. Ho oHa Oblyia ocniabieHa IOYTH
no 20% oT IepBOHAYAIbHOM CHIIHL... KaKas y Te0s MpeKpacHas Oylla, MO Joporo".

3pauku AHropa cy3unucsk. "Caka? Twl Bce ellle XKuB?"

Caka roBOpHUJI TakK, CJIOBHO C OTPOMHBEIM YCHJIMEM IIBITAJICS CAepxXKaTh cMeX. "[IJIsT MaroB AyIIN CMEPTh
- 9TO TOJIbKO Hayaso. Ho s ellle He HACTONBKO CUJIEH, YTOOR BEIOpPAcHBATh CBOM Tena. CeromHst Mel
X0pol1o npoBenu BpeMsi! KopoTkoe BocCcoequHeHMEe IPUBEET K ellle OOHOU IPEeKPaCcHOU BCTpeye.
M&I BCTpeTHMCS CHOBA".

T'onmoc Caka cTaHOBHIICS BCe 00jiee OTHAJIEHHBIM, ITOKa ero He 3ariTyIIuiI IIyM BeTpa.

AHl"Op HEKOTOpOe BpeMs JIeXKall Ha 3eMIie, yTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTH CHUJIBEI. Caka 00JIbIle He MOSIBISIICS,
Korga AHl"Op €Ba MOT ITIOJHATECA, a 3TO O3HA4aJIO0, YTO My2XK4YKMHa, BEPOATHO, yIlIeJI HaBCerga.



Ho kax?
AHTOp CMOTpEJ Ha U37I0MaHHOe TeJI0 Ha I'PSA3U U HefoyMeBall.

Bpopyr oH 3aMeTun npegMeT KPyriaou ¢GOpMEI, JiexKalluil PAAOM C 9aCThI0 Tela, OIIyTaHHOU
pa3opBaHHOW MaHTHeH BojeOHNKa. ITO OBIJIO TOX0XKe Ha... IepefaTIMK XPyCTalbHOTO Iapa.

Temephb OH MOT XO[XTb, HO €T0 IIIArd BCe elre ObUIM HEYCTOWUYUBBIMA.

OH pemm IpoBepuTh peaMet. YToOw IOACTPaxoBaThCsi, AHTOP cobupascs MOOHATH €T0 C IOMOIIbI0
3akivHaHUA "Pyka".

Ho korga oH, mpuxpaMbIBasi, IOfoIIe 6I1MKe, KTO-TO BAPYT PAacCMESICS KYTKUM T'OJIOCOM.

"Tck. OTOT caMOHa[esTHHBIY Aypak ellle HeJaBHO TOBOPUJI O MHOI'OM. A Telnepb IOCMOTPUTE Ha Hero!
Bennrwiit yomomok".

AHFOp OT'JIAHYJICA U YBUIEJI TPEX MYXKYHNH, ITOABUBINNXCA U3 KyCTOB HEIIOOAJIEKY.

9to 6bin1 "Bemensit kMuHOK" Hapy, COnpoBoxkaaeMblll mapoy MOKynaTeel, KOTOPEIX AHTOD
BCTpeTuJs B Mara3uHe [Ipoma Ha gHaX, KyuHou u Tecrnou.

B otnuune oT mpexHero ciyd4asi, Korga Hapy or6pocuina [leiiBa, C10BHO mogo0paB KOTEHKa, 3TOT
MYK4MHa BHITJISIEN H3paHEHHBIM 10 BCEMY Telly, Kak nobexmeHHas cobaka B 600 Ha pUHTe [T
JKMUBOTHBIX.

"9#, 6occ, 3TO TOT, 0 KOM 51 ToBopuJI. Ecnu Ol 0H Ipofan Tebe opyzKue Io JIy4iiel 1ieHe, Thl Obl
Briurpasn!" Tecna yka3asn Ha AHropa U KpUKHYIL.

KBuHa 3axuxuKana U KUBHYIIA.

Hapy ¢ HeHaBUCTHIO yCTaBuach Ha AHropa. "TsI, ga?"

AHTOD B3IOXHY. TOT J€Hb OBLI XKaTKUM.

"oy Ko MHe ¥ MIOKOHYM C 3TUM. B OTJIMYHKE OT BaC, Y MEHS €CTh BaXKHbIe fejla. Bpemsa yxogut".

AHTOD He BBIKA3aJl HU MaJIeHIIIero cTpaxa, YTo HeMHOro obecrnokomno Hapy. Ouu Bumenu 60 Mexmy
AnropoM u XeppHUHTTOHOM, ITIO3TOMY IIJTAHUPOBAJIU CTaTh coOupaTensimMu TpodeeB. OgHAKO peakus
Anropa Hatonkuyna Hapy Ha mpyryio upelo.

"Xex. Bce ele cuneH? Bel gBoe, BO3bMUTE €r0", - mpuKa3ajl Hapy cBoel KOMIaHUHU, CaM IIPU 3TOM
cOeJiaB HECKOJIbKO I1aroB Ha3af.

Tecna mocmoTpen Ha AHTopa co 37I00HOM M KeCTOKOM YXMBITKOM.

"Pa3Be TH He GombInoi mpogasen? Xa! Tel mpaB. 4 coOuparsncst HalTu BpeMs, 4TOOH pa300paThCs C
T00OM, HO, OJIMH, HATKHYJICS HA TAKOM XOPOIIUH IIaHC, KOTHa e 1o ynume!"

Tecna marsyn Kk Auropy, Ho KBuHa oTTammia ero Hasaf,.

KenmmHa n3nana pobkuit cmemnok. "Ilapens, Tebe Bce paBHO He yiTH. CKaxu MHe, THe TH Hallleln
CBOE aJIXMMHYECKOe opyxue. MoxeT ObITh, 1 CMOTY yOemuTh 60cca MOIIaAuTh TBOK KU3HB".



9T0 OBIIO UMEHHO TO, Ha 4YTO Hafmesyicss Hapy. Bce Tpoe HaBOCTPUIM YIIX U XKOANTd OTBETa AHTOpA.
"Uto, TH X04ellb yOUTb MeHs?" IIPOroBOPUI AHTOD.
"[la, ecniu THL He CKaXellb HaM I1paBay"”, - npepynpenun Tecra.

Aurop cHoBa B3pmoxHYyI. "2Kamb... Ha camoM fesne Tl MHe He Bpar, U 5 He cobuparsics Tebs yOuBaTh.
Ho..."

Ton Anropa eie 6osblile BCTpeBOXKUI Hapy. MyzKuuHa OTCTYNIHUI Ha3ay 00bllle U3 MHCTHHKTA.
AHTOp yXke NOOHAT PYKY B UX CTOPOHY, ¥ HECKOJIbKO JIe3BUU BeTpa YCTpeMUnucs K Ksune u Tecre,
MT'HOBEHHO OTpy0asi TOJIOBE HUYET0 He MI0I03peBalollell mapoykKe.

KpoBs xJbIHYJIa B BO3AYX U3 YUCTOIO II0pe3a Ha UX I1edX, YTO TOBOPUJIO O TOM, YTO ITU [Ba 4YeJioBeKa

ele CeKyHAy Ha3af OBITH KWUBHL.

"Crescent Barrage? Onsats?!" yousneHHO BOCK/IUKHY Hapy. OH Bupes, Kak AHTOp TOJIBKO YTO
npuMeHUI nATUKpaTHeY Crescent Barrage. Kak y Hero Bce elre fOCTaTOYHO MaHbI?

Hapy cpasy ke moBepHy1 xBocT. Kak Bonmme6HK KpoBaBoii TMHKUH, €T0 ITPEBOCXOTHOE TEJI0 TIOMOTJIO
eMy mpo6exkaTh OECATKH METPOB BCETO 3a CEKyHAY. JIe3Bus BeTpa He MPUYUHUIN Okl €My OOJIBIIOTO
Bpe[ia Ha TaKOM PACCTOSTHUY.

Anrop nokadaj rojgoBou. OH JOoCTasl peBOJIbBED U HaXKajl Ha KyPOK.

C myMmoM, ITOX0XUM Ha 3ByKOBOU ymap, IyJis, cBepkatommas Pyroi To4HOCTH, BOH3WIACh B 3aTHION0
yacTh yepena Hapy u BhIIINa MeXAy OPOBAMU MYKYUHEL

OpmuH BHICTPEI, OOHO YOUMCTBO.

AHTOD He 4yBCTBOBas ceOsi cyacTIuBee 1ocye yOuicTBa Tpex yemoBek. Hapy, KOTophIit Ka3acs
CaMBIM CHJIBHBIM M3 HUX, BEPOSITHO, OB TEM, KTO MOT 3apa00oTaTh Ha XKU3Hb TOJILKO Ha CEIbMOM HJIH
BOChMOM ypoBHe HeOecHol BamHu. AHTOp COBCEM He MHTEPECOBAJICSA UX KU3HSIMHU, HO CHavala UM
CJIelOBaJIO JepaKaThCs OT HETO MoAasbliIe.

Y6enuBIIKCh, YTO HUKOT'O HET B KUBHIX, AHTOp TopoIien K "Tpyny" Caku ¥ UCIIOIb30Bal PyKy
3ak/MHaHKS, YTOOB pacraxHyTh MaHTHIO Caku.

Kak oH u oxupian, KpYTJblil IpeIMeT 0Ka3ajCs XPYCTalbHBEIM IIIapOM-TIepelaTIYNKOM.

B HeOooOyMeHUuHU AHI"Op BJINJI B IpegMEeT HEMHOI'O MaHEI, 1 Ha HEM MEOJIEHHO IIOABHUIIACh CTPOKa
CHUMBOJIOB.

[To My Precious Star:]
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