I'maBa 6

Bamap notepsin cu€t BpeMenu. OH 6exkar, 6exkalnn 6e3 0CTaHOBKH, CJIOBHO OT 3TOT0 3aBHCEJIa XKU3Hb
ero 6mu3koro. [Jo6paThcs M0 TOPOAA, C eTr0 CKOPOCThIO, HE COCTABUIIO TPY/a, U KOTMia OH OB yKe
BO3JI€ TOPOACKMUX CTEH, TIEPEN €T0 TJla3aMy IMOSIBUIACh KapTUHA, YTO BEI3Bajla HEMMOBEPHYIO SPOCTE.

910 OBnH TOT0BE BukTopa u Capsl. B ronose nporeccst notok Meicieu. "[Touemy? 3a uto? Kak?"
VimnepaTop He OHUMaJ, Y4eM OHU 3aCIIyKUU CMePTh. M1 He X0Te IOHUMATb...

[Tocne HECKOMBKUX MTHOBEHUM K HEMY BEPHYJIOCh caMooOnamanue. YyBCTBO THEBAa CMEHUIIOCH
JKaxXaou Kpou. MMnepaTop, Kak MOJIHUS, BlieTen B ropof. OT Hero Besinio Aypou CMepTH.
CTpaxHuKM coOMpanuch OCTAHOBUTH €TI0, HO, IomaB nog Aypy CMepTH, B UX HOTaX MOSIBUIACh OIPOXKb,
a JIETKUM He XBaTajlo BO3yXa. Bech MUP CIIOBHO 3aMep, U JIUIIL I'PO3HbIE IIaru MmmepaTopa
paspylianu TUIKHY.

— I'me HaxoguTcst rpébaHHast cekTa ApocTHOTO Medya? — CIIPOCHII OH, C HEHABUCTHIO B MOJIOOM
ceprhLe, 3aCTaBIsAsl MECTHBIX UCITYTaThCH.

— I'me? 4 cnpammuBailo, roe HaxomguTCs ceKta ApocTtHoro Meua?! I'me?! — Bo BTOpPOM pa3 OH TOBOPUI
rpoMue, ¥ Ka3aJiock, YTO OOJBIIMHCTBO 100 ynameT 0e3 co3HaHus, 00 CXBAaTUT UH(APKT.

OpuH cTapell, T0O0OPOB CTPaX, OCMETUICS OTBETHUTE:

— locoguH, cekTa fApocTHOro Meua B IIeHTpPe TOPofa, TOYTH BCce GOJbIINe JOPOTry BeAyT K Hell. A
cKasas Bam, 4To BH XKeJanu, 03TOMY IIPOIIy, YMOJISIO, IPOSIBUTE CHUCXOXK/EeHNE U He 3abupaiiTe
HAIK XXU3HU...

— Barmu Xu3HU MHE HU K 4eMy. — K3-3a 0XBaUeHHOTO CTPAxoM JIUIla Bamap HEMHOTO ITOIaBUIl THEB.
— 3a nomotrs — Oy1aromapeH.

[Tocne 3TOM (ppa3sl OH PUHYJICS K MECTY AMa, B CEKTY IPOKJIATHIX U IPEIIHBIX CYIIECTB, KOABIINX
CBOeM HeMUHyeMou norubenu oT pyk Mmmeparopa.
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HeckonbKo MIHOBEHUM CITyCTS IIOKa3aluCh CTEHHI. B 1leHTpe pacrojiarajauch BOPOTa, OXpaHsIeMble
HECKOJIbKMMHU CTPazkKaMH.

Bonbielt TpadapeT cBepxy yKa3biBall IPUHAAIEKHOCTb 3TOM 00/71aCTU — MECTO IIPUHALIexkKaso
cekTe fpocTHOr0 Meda — TO MecTo, Kyfia MiMIepaTop CTpeMUIICS MONacTh TaK SPOCTHO, TaK
ycepnHo. CTpaxei He IOTPEBOXKUIIO CylleCTBOBaHKe Banapa u ero mjaaHoOB, KOTOPHIE KUK THe-TO
ry00KO y HETO B CepAlle, KaK TeHb, mpobexkan MUMO HUX U, CEKYHAY CIYCTSI, TPOJIOMUIT CBOUM
TEJIOM BOpOTa.

OH yBue HeCKOIbKO OOIBIINX Pe3UNEeHIUH, COeITaHHEIX B BOCTOUHOM CTHJIe. B cepenuHe moMecThst
HAXOOUJICS KPACUBBIN Cafl, C MHOXKECTBOM I[BETOB, KOTOPHIE ITepeTUBaIiCh KpackaMu. BCio 3Ty
KapTUHY [IOIOJIHSI0 HeOOoIbIilloe HCKYCCTBEHHOE 03€ep0.

Ho B 9Ty cekyHay Banap mneBaTh X0Tes Ha KPacoTy MPUPOALl. MiMIepaTop pacKHHYII aypy Ha BCIO
TEPPUTOPUIO 0COOHSIKA [IJIs TIOMCKa MOJIOZIOTO TocroAuHa. [[oro ucKaTh He MPHUIIOCh. TOT
HECKOJIBKO er0 MOJPYYHBIX BECEIUIIUCh B MaJIeHbKOM ITaTpe. OHU TPUSTHO IIPOBOOUIM BPEMS U
pacnuBanu BUHO, 0OHMMasl HeCKOJIbKUX KpacaBull. FiMmepaTop IoYTH MOTepsisi caMoobiaganue. Tu
JIOAX — YOUMIBI — BMECTO IIPUCYIEero Haka3aHus pa3BieKanuch. OH Kapas cebs Kak HUKYEMHOTO



WmnepaTopa. OH CTOSII IEPEN UX CTOJIOM.

— KTO THI TakO# ¥ KakK IPOHUK CIOHa? — C OlllapallleHHBLIM JIUIIOM CIIPOCHU OJUH U3 IPUXBOCTHEHN. OH
He OIIyIaa cTpaxa, MPoCTo OBII IMOKKHPOBaH. Ho BOT pyroi moguYuHEHHBIM MOJIOMOT0 TOCIIOOWHA
y3HaJl B HE3BAaHOM I'OCTE BUEpAIIHEro MyKUunHY.

— J... 9TO THI! — 3aNMHAsICH, TPOMOJIBUII CJIyTa. Bedb OH SICHO IOMHMII Ty aypy, UTO HAIyraja ero u
BCeX JII0fel MOJIONOTO FOCIOfKHA.

— 41 maro pOBHO IIECTHOECAT CEKYH, €C/IU Celiyac He CKaXXUTe MHe JOCTOMHYI0 IPUUNHY,
ollpaBfaHue MMOCTYIIKA, TO KJISIHYCh BCeMU OoraMu, s CHeiaio Tak, YT00 BBl MOJIUIM O CMEPTU! — TOH
Bamnapa yka3bIBas Ha BCIO €T0 CEPhE3HOCTE.

— [la Kax Tel cMeelnb?! Kakou-T0 IPOCTOIOOVH He UMeeT IIpaBa TaK FT'OBOPUTH B IIPUCYTCTBUU
MOJIOZIOTO TOCTIIOAXHA. TH XOTh 3Haelllb, IIe HaXOOUIILCA? ITa TEPPUTOPHUSA CEKTH ApocTHOrO Meua.
[Tomoxknu 1 caMm OyHelrb MOJIUTh O ToLafe, TYIOoW BEHIPOOOK, — BEIKPUKHYJT 04epPEeTHOM
IOOYMHEHHEIN. B TOT IeHb, C HHITUAEHTOM, BMECTE C MOJIOJLIM I'OCIIOTUHOM OBIJIO HECKOJILKO
YeJI0OBEK, TUIIh OOUH U3 HUX CETOHS HaXOOUJICS B cafy. OTOT MapeHEK y3Hall B HEM IeMOHa ¥ He MOT
IIPOTOBOPHUTD U CJIOBA, TOCKOJIBKY €r0 00T HeIIPEOHOIMMEBIN CTpax 0T Aypsl CMepTH; CTpax OT
HeYeJIOBeYeCKH KPACHEIX I'1a3 Bamapa... u cTpax cOOCTBEHHOM CMEPTH.

CaM MOJ10710# TOCTIOAMH BHITJIAMEN He JIydllle TOgYMHEHHOTO0. Ero muno 6b110 cTONb 611eHO, Kak
6ynto Bor CmepTu siBuiics 3a ero aymioi. OH He CMeJl TPOMKO fAbiaTh. OH BO3HEHABUIETT JTAKEEB,
KOTOphIe HaXa/IbHBIMU ¥ HEBEXKJIUBEIMU CJIOBaMU PHIIA UM BCEM MOTHIIHL.

Jlakeu He COGHp&J’IHCB OCTaHaBIMUBAThCA. OOUH U3 HUX CTall T'OBOPUTE B HACMEIIJIMBOM TOHE.

— Jlroou HUYeMy He y4aTCs M YYUTHCI HE XOTHAT... IX... Thl B€[b y2Ke BUOEN I'0JIOBEl HAa TOPOACKUX
BopoTax? IIpaBma, kpacuBhie? Tkl 3HaEIh, OHU Be[lb YMOJISIM O Iolafe. 3Haelrs, fa? Kak 65110
IPUATHO HaOMOOATh 3a TUIIaMH MTOTHEIMU OTYasHHUS, 0CO3HAOIIKe, YTO 003aTeIbHO YMPYT...
0Cco0eHHO KEeHIIMHA, Yh€ TEeJIO [OJIT0 HAaCUIOBaIM COJIAATHL 0 CMEPTH U Iocye. AX, He BOITHYMUCS,
CKOPO ¥ THI yMpéls. Ho cHavarna 6ymelrs MOIUTb MOJIOMIOr0 TOCIIOAMHA TaK Xe, KaK MOJIUIN OHH.
Temneppb T IOHMMaeIllb, BO YTO THI B... — BO BPEMS Pa3roBopa 9TOT YeJI0BEK M0Ka3ajl CBOIO HaTypy.
Capgucr, moOuBIINYM My4YUTD JTIofel. Bamap He HaMepeBasiCs BHICIYIIMBATh ero Ope o0 KOHIIa U
IPUCTYINUI K JeUCTBUAM. [1apeHb J0 IOCIegHero He 3amMedall 3TOro, I0Ka KPOBb He IOIUJIach
OTTyMa, I7le MTHOBeHUe Ha3ay ObUIN ero pyKu.

— K... xak? 4 BouH 3-r0 pa3... — HeJoyMeBas, CIIPOCUII OH, TIepef] TeM KakK yIacTh B 0OMOPOK OT
HeBBIHOCUMOI Oosv. Basnap mopoinesn K HeMy U OTHEHHBIM 3aKJIMHAHUEM TIPUXKET paHy.

— Kak u roBopu, MuHyTa Ipoina. BMecTo 00bsaCHEeHNM BB Ha4alu HECTH BCAKYIO €PECh...
(mocneiIancs cHaBlIeHHBIM PHIK U3 ropna MmmnepaTtopa)

— ...BaM OBILJIO IPUSITHO YOMBATH UX... YOOBOIBCTBUE TOJIy4asny, fa?! Ceiyac s BaM yCTPOIO af Ha
3eMyie! — Cc pasrHeBaHHLEIM JIMIIOM 3asBuI Banmap. CHayasna OH XOTeJl HOHATh IPUUUHY 3JI0fesTHUS, HO
CJIOBa CIIyTU BCE MIPOSICHUMN. MMIlepaTop IPUHSAT pPelleHne — 3TUM JIIOASM CyXKIeHO IOHECTH
Haka3aHue.

— Crpaxa!!! BricTpee Ha MOMOIIb, — ITOHSB, YTO CIOBA €r0 IPUXBOCTHS OKOHYATEIbHO OTPe3aun
IIyTh K OTCTYILJIEHXIO, MOJIOAOY TOCIIOAVH Havya/l HEPBHO 3BaTh OXpaHHUKOB. OH OpaJjl BO BCIO TJIOTKY,
4yTOORI B IIpefesiax IOMeCThe ero YCbIaay Bee. [1naH ygancs, ¥ o4eHb MHOTO JIIOfIel CEKTH
npuOkIIO Ha moMoInb. Cpenu HUX OB oTell [ercoHa, HEIHEIIHUM T7laBa CeKTH ApocTHOT0 Meya.



CunbHEUIInii 4eI0BEK B PETUOHE.

— TBou melicTBUs 0€CCMBICIIEHHH!. [lyMaelib, cCTpaXa Ulx KTO-TO Opyrou cuaceT Tebg? Thl... T
omubaembcs. 3a TBOU rpexu Tebs xkpmeT Benukas Kapa.

TYT Xe Baﬂap 0pr6I/IH KOHEYHOCTH BCEM JIIOOAM, CUOEBIINM 3a CTOJIOM, U IIPUZXKET PAHHI. ITo3BONIUTH
M TakK JIETKO YMepeTb? Hert. Onnu OOJI2KHEI ITO3HATh MY4Y€E€HUSI, 683BBIXOJIHOCTB " OT4HasdHHE.
I/IMHepaTop CIIOJTHA OTOMCTHUT 3a CMEPThb MOJIOZIOM IMapHI.

— He nocmeems! 4 criH MarucTpa cekThl! TpoHeIs MeHs — OyAellb XKajleTh BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS
XU3Hb. Bce TBou O6nu3KMe, APY3bs MO3HAIOT 60/1b, — Mpou3HEcC [lencoH. [lake B TaKOM 3aXyHajioM
II0JIOKEHUU OH IIBITAJICA CIIACTU CBOU XKAJIKUU 3af.

Bamnap B cTynope octaHoBuICs. 10 Kako# ke cTeneHu [1ercoH OBl MEP3KUM 4YesioBeKoM? Ecnu Obl
OH He o0yafas TaKoM CUJIOi, TO, HaBepHoe, ero O/M3KKUe U PogHEIe momnanu Ob B 6eqy. HaxnbpiHyBIINE
MBICITM HEHAJ0JIr0 OTBIeKTH MMIiepaTopa, a MOJIOHO TOCIIONKH ITOCYUTAI, YTO €T0 CJI0Ba BO3BIMETHN
3t dexT. OH cobparsics U gasblile HachllaTh YTPO3H, HO...

— Twl cunTaems, cumbHee Bcex? [lyMaells, TBOSI CeKTa MOTyIlecTBeHHa? XaX... He JIbCTU cebe, Mpa3k.
4 mpocTo KAy TBOEro oTia. XeX... 0X0Ta YBUAETh €ro JIUIO... Korga oH OyeT CMOTPeTh, KaK YPOAyIoT,
[eNalT eBHYXOM ero AuTsd. Bemb TO, HACTOIBKO TH AEPHMO, OTYACTH €ro BUHa. He cMOTr BOCIIUTATH,
HaIlpaBUTh Ha MYTh UCTUHHBIN, CAENIAaTh JOCTOMHOIO MyK4YHMHY, [TI0Ka JIeXKaJjl Ha TBOerd MaTepu. Bce
TBOU I'DEXU He TOJIbKO TBOH, €Ill€ OHM JIeXKaT Ha ero muedax. [I03ToMy OH TOxXKe JOJIKeH PacKasThCsd U
IIOHEeCTH HaKa3aHue.

— Ieucon!! — mocmeImancs Kpyuk u3 Toinmbl. OH mIpruHaaiexan oTiy. Kak Mor mo0smuii oTell He
TIPUUTH Ha TIOMOIITh?

— OTnycTu ero u KJISIHYCh, 5 3a0yny Bce, UTO ceidac MPOU30III0, — B OTIMYME OT ChIHA, OH He OBI
IOHBIM TJTyTIIIOM. MarucTp CEeKTH Cpa3y e IpUAyMal Ciocod OTCTYIIIeHus.

— KT0-TO 4TO-TO He moHA. { yXKe cKa3as, YTO XKAaJl TOJIbKO [JIs Balllero HakKa3aHus. 3HauTe, BCe,
YTO Ceryac CIYYHUTCS C BAIllMM CHIHOM, L[EJIMKOM JIEXKUT Ha BallluX IJiedaX. A KacaTeJIbHO
IIPUCYTCTBYIOLINX, I HACTOATEILHO PEKOMEH/IYI0 He MpUOInKaThCs 0IU3KO.

Y Bcex BOJIOCH BCTaiu AbI00M, 110 KOXKe 3aberanu Mypaiku. Bemb MMriepaTop BEICBOOOANIT CBOIO
UCTUHHYIO aypy.

— HaunéM KapaTh rpemiHuka. [1epBef IyHKT: 0Tpe3aTh HOTHU, KOTOPBIMU OH XOMUJII II0 3eMJIe. —
[Tocmeiancs 3BYK, ¥ OH OTPEe3all eMy HOTH. My4YuTEeIbHBIN BOIJIb ITPO3BYYall U3 YCT HEKOTMA IeI0T0
MOJIOZIOTO apUCTOKpaTa.

— Bonero! BonpHO! - Bepeman [Jeucorn. — Oten, nomoru! IIpory, oTew... — HO YBULEB JIULO OTLIQ,
IencoH GBICTPO MOHST — KAaTh IIOMOIIM HE UMeJIO CMbICIa. Eciiu OBl MarucTp CEKTHl MOT
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH Banapy, To yxke Obl Hauanoch cpaxkeHue. B ronose [lercoHa MeTbKaio MHOTO
MBICJIEH, HO BCeX UX IpepBan Bamap. MmnepaTop MOOHSI €ro 3a ropiio.

— OTpe3aTthb pyKH, C IIOMOIIHI0 KOTOPHIX OH M301BaJl HEBUHHBIX. — Pe3Kuil 3BYK, 1 00e pyKu ObUIn
OTpe3aHH.

— Aaaaaaaa! Yo6bi0! 2KuBriM He yiigemb!!! Axa-xa-xa.... — oT 6e3yMusl OH U caM He Befajl 4To
TOBOPUJL



— OTpGSaTB JIeTOpOJIHbeI OpraH B 3HaAK TOT'0, 9TO 00JIBbIIIE OH HE SIBJISETCS My}K‘{I/IHOfI. — KpOBB OnlTa
IMoBCIOAYy, a CaMOMYy ,[[eI/ICOHy TeIlepb OBLTIO HE oo cMexa. Ero smoiuu MeHSIUCh CO CKOPOCTEIO CBETA.
U Ha rma3ax MOSIBUIKCH CJIE3HI.

— IMomagu! IMomtamgu! IMomanu! — momun JeucoH. BeicokoMepue yxke JaBHBIM-TABHO OBIIIO CTEPTO,
HO MMmepaTop — HemoKojie61uM, B OTBET Ha MOJIbOBI OBLI BEIAAH €Il€ OOMH IIPUT0BOP.

— OTpe3arth 3K, KOUM OH IIPUKA3bIBaJ YIIEMIISITh CIa0bX. — KITMHOK 0Tpe3asn siI3biK, KPUKOB He
ocaenoBano. [IerCcoH MoTePsil CO3HAHUE OT afiCKOM IBITKH, HO Bastap He ObII TOTOB TaK JIETKO
OTIIYCTHTh 9TO OTPOOBE MeMOHOB. MiMImepaTop 06U ero X0JIOAHOM BOMOM ¥ KECTKUMHU IO YHHAMU
BBIHYIUJ IPUUATH B CO3HAHUE, YTOOH IIPOMIOIXKUTH HaKa3aHHUe.

— MBI elle He 3aKOHYHUIIH, — pa3falics XJIaflHOKPOBHEIHM 6ac. — Crenyloliee Haka3aHKe: BHIKOIOTh
r71a3a, KOTOPHIME OH C ITpe3peHrueM CMOTPe Ha MUP.

Ynap, u 06e rna3HUIbl 0Ka3aIuCh IIYCTHI.

Tonma cMoTpesia KpoBaBoe MPeCTaBIeHue C IMOKAPOBAHHEIMY IullaMu. [Tepen HuMu OBII HCKaJIedyeH
MOTYYUU ¥ TOPABII MOJIOHOU TOCIIOAKH.

Orer [Jencona He cMen fabimaTh. OH OBLT MOpPAIbHO YHUYTOXKEH. ..

— JIropu, ycneimbTe Mo OKOHYaTeNbHBIM [IpUroBop. 3TOT YEIOBEK OOIKEH CYLIECTBOBATE.
[TonumaeTe? He momkeH ymMepeTh — s HET0 cMepTh OymeT cnacenueM. OH OOJIKEH MOHSTh,
KaKuMHU 0eCIIOMOIIHBIMU OBIJIMA Te JIIOAHY, Hafl KOTOPEIMU U3[[eBaJjICs, KOTOPHIX yOuBas. Brl XxopoIio
MOHANIN? ITO MOU IIpHKa3, OH He JO/IKeH yMepeThb. BceM siCHO? B ciydae HEUCTIIONHEHUS — f
BEPHYCH 3a BaIllUM KJIAaHOM, — JIMHYEeBaHUS He u3bexkaTh. Hameoch, MBI TOHSIIM APYT APyra? A 4To
KacaeTcs Te0s1, 0Tel] BEIPOAKA, Thl JOJIKEH YCTPOUTh IOCTOMHEIE TIOXOPOHH! [yt BukTopa u Capsl. A
TaKXe, B KaueCTBe HaKa3aHUs, Thl YETHIPe JHS U YeThIpe HOuu Oymellb CTOATh Ha KOJIEHSX Iepef ux
MOTHUIION ¥ MOJIATH IPOIeHus. {1 SCHO BEIpa3uiIcs?

— Bynert ucnonHeHo, — B 3TO BPeMs Y I'JIaBhl ObIJIM CMelllaHHbIe 4yBcTBa. OH HeHaBumen Banapa, HO
IIOHKMaJI, YTO B YEM-TO C HUM corynaceH. OH TOXe 0CO3HaJl CBOI0 HUYTOXKHOCTE. He crac maxe
cobcTBeHHOTO chiHa. OH HeHaBueln ce0si, HeHaBUIell MUD U HeHaBuen Bamapa. Ho Huyero He mor
coenath. OT IPOCTOrO B3TJISAAA MOJIOIOTO YeJI0BeKa — ero ceppie CKUManoch. OH SICHO TOHUMAJI,
YTO He IPOTUBHUK eMy. M 4TOOHI CIIaCTH CBOM KJIaH, MAruCTP [OIKEH IIOUTH Ha 3TH YCTYIIKH.

— Torpma 270 BCE. 41 ocTaHyCh B ropofie ¥ OyOy XKOaTh UCIIOTHEHUS IPUT0BOpa. [laxke HE CMeUTe
HCKaTh MEHS, — MOJIOJIOX YeJIOBEK MCYe3, KakK U MOIBUICI. A JIIOOU B TOPOAE, TEM BpeMeHeM, y3Halu
KPOBaBBIE BECTH...
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