4 3aMeTnIa 06UXKEHHOE BRIPAXKEHME Ha julle repuora. OH IMBITAICsA CKPHITh 3TO, HO S BCE PAaBHO
yBUeNa 9T0. S MPOUTHOPUPOBaJja €ro U MaxXHysa PYKOH, Tpuka3biBas JIuc6eT momoiTu mobnuxe.

- Outsa moe!

- JIuc...!

HauBnas nenu JInc6eT mpoUTrHOPUPOBaa IpefocTepekeHre POOUTeiel 1 B3BOJIHOBAHHO ITOMOIIIIa
KO MHe. [IeByIlKa MPOCTOMYIIHO BOCKIIUKHYIA, YBUOEB MOU OPATOIEHHOCTH BOIU3MU:

- Ecnu g HameHy Takoe 3Xe KpacuBOe IIJIaThe U AParolleHHOCTH, KakK y Te0s, IPHHII, TO eCThb
HWMnepatop, HogyMaeT, 4To s XOpOLIeHbKasd?

JTucGer IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha MEH, KaK BIIIOOIEHHAS AJEBYIIIKaA.

Oy! Hakonen-To 0o MeHs pounto. OHa He XKaxajla HM MOETO IIaThs, HU aparouieHHocTed. OHa Oblna
Bmo0eHa B IMmepaTopa.

Hy, koneuno xe! Ecnu G geByIIKa cTajla MOJIOAOM, KpacuBoit xkeHou JIykpelus, ceMbst BoHaguT
HUKorga Obl He HyKganack Bo MHe. OHU OBl C PafilOCThIO TIOCanu Tyna JIucoer.

VHTepecHo, 3Hana nu JlucbeTt, Kak BeIrIsAgen MMnepartop Jlykpenuii, mpexae 4yeM IPUUTH
crofa? BelI XOpOIIuY IaHC, YTO OHA BUIEJIa ero NOpTPeT B KAKOU-TO MOMEHT CBOEU XXKU3HU. JDTOrO,
BEPOSITHO, OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO IJISI MOJIOJOM [EBYIIKY, YTOOH 6€3YMHO BITIOOHUTHCS.

Ecnu Owl y Tepriora OBII IIaHC BBIJATh CBOIO OOYb 3aMyXK 3a JIyKpelus, Korja TOT ObIT IPUHIIEM, OH
coenan Obl 3TO B MTHOBeHUe OKa. JIncOeT Moryia Okl CTaTh IEPBOX U, BO3MOXKHO, EMMHCTBEHHOU
JKeHOM HacCJIeIHUKA IIPeCTosa. ITo OBl OBl TPEKPACHLIH IIaHC, YTOOB MPOJABUHYTEH CBOIO (haMUIIHIO.

Opuako u3-3a BooscTBylolel MepaTpuilkl, KoTopas mo3aboTuiack 0 ToM, 4To0s JIykperui
HUKOTTIa He TOJIYYUIl XKeHY, KOTopas He Oblyia OB Ha €€ CTOPOHE, BCE NEBYIIKH, IIOCTIaHHEIE B
KpaHcwuio, ObITTH BHIHYKIEHBI BEIATH 3aMyX 3a ObIBIlero MMmeparopa. Bot mouemy MeHs mociamu
BMecTo JIucoOer.

¢l HaKOHeI-TO MOJTy4Yusia TOYHYI0 HCTOPHUIO TOTO, KaK BCE IIPOU3OIILIIO.

4 n3obpasuia To, YTO CYMTAa y/IbIOKOM JOOPOii cTapInel cecTprl. ITO cpaboTaso, IOTOMY YTO
JIncbeT, Ka3anock, pacciabuiack, Korjga yBunesna e€. ITou [IeBYLIIKOK OBII0 TakK JIETKO
MaHUITYIMPOBATE.

4 mputsHyna e€ K cebe 3a PyKy U CIIPOCHIIA:



- YTO THI UMeelb B BUAY?

Pacckaxu MHe BCE, IUTS.

[epror ¥ reploruHs yKe coOupanuch OCTAHOBUTHL CBOIO MOo4b, HO CaMaHTa OBICTPO IOMOIIIA K HUM,
yTOOBI TPEIOKUTD Yak u mecepT. OTNUYHBIN BEIOOP BpeMeHu! OHU, Ka3ai0Ch, ObIIM HATyTaHBI
CamMaHTOM, KOTOpPas SBAsIach BIUATEIbHON NTequ B Kpancuu. ['epiiorckas 4eta He MOTJIa OTKa3aThCs
OT €€ TIPEeIoXKEeHNS.

Otnuuno! Brnarogaps CaMaHTe, MHe YAaIOCh YCIBIIATh BCI0O UCTOPHIO OT JIucOeT 6e3 ImpephIBaHUS U
BMeIllaTeIbCTBa.

- Thl Bepib mepBasi JKeHa UMIepaTropa, BepHo? OTell rOBOPHII, YTO IepBas XkeHa u MMmepaTtpuiia
00BIYHO ITPOUCXOMST U3 OOHOU ceMbu. Y MiMmepaTopa el HeT UMIEPATPHUIEL... [I03TOMY OTeIl
CKa3zaj, 4To ToT ¢akT, yTo MiMneparop BriOpan Te6s, 03HA4aeT, YTO OH BhIOpas ceMbio Aut!

- ... BoT Kak?

- Ia, m03TOMY 51 OY€Hb CKOPO CTaHy MIMIepaTpuie. ..

[IIéxu meBYIIKY IMOKPaCHEN!, Kak CIiesioe s16710KO0.

Heyxenu y 3To¥ JeBYIIKK BMECTO MO3T0B ObIIM LIBETHI B royioBe? 1o MHeHMIO JIncOeT, oHa Oblna
caMOU BaXXHOU KEHIIWHON B 9TOM KOpoJyieBCTBe. HocsIasg uMIepaToOpCcKyi0 KOPOHY U CTOSAIIas
psanoMm ¢ MiMmiepaTopoM, B TO BpeMs Kak g CTOs/Ia psgoM, Kak Ciyra.

4 He Morna 3Toro BeiHECTHU. ['HEB HEKOHTPOJINPYEMO IMOOHATICA U3 T‘HYGI/IHI:I OYyIIn. 4 3Hama, 4TO OHU
ObLIH IJIOXVMH, HO He IIOHKMaJlla, HaCKOJIbKO CUJIbHO. £ OXKHaaia, YTO OHU IOIMBLITAI0TCS
HCIIOJIb30BaTh MOM HOBBIU CTaTyC B CBOUX UHTEpPECAX. 4 Bech meHb TOTOBUIACH K 3TOMY COORITHIO.

OpHaKo TO, 4TO ceryac OBIIO 03BY4Y€HO, ITPOCTO OKA3aJIOCh 3ad IIPpeaesiaMu BCEero, 4TO A Korga-nubo
Morya cefe IIpeaCTaBUTE. Onu He IIPOCTO XOTeJIN KyCOK IIHUPOT'a, OHU XOTEJIN IIPOTJIOTUTE €TI0
IIEJINKOM.

A xonogHo IMOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HUX CBEPXY BHH3. HOHaany Y HUX XBATUJIO COBECTHU BRITTTAOETDH
PaCKadgBIIMMUCSA, HO OHK GBICTpO peniniay IIPOOBUTaThCsA Bnepén CO CBOUM IIJIaHOM.

[eplioT BHIIPSMUIICS U TIOSCHUIT:

- Jlyuire Bcero Ha3HAuYMTh MMIepaTpuIly Kak MOXKHO CKOpee. ITO IMOYETHAS TPATUIINS, YTOORI
VimmepaTpuila 1 repBas kKeHa MPOUCXOAUIINA U3 OMHOU ceMbH. TOT GaKT, YTO ero BEICOYECTBO BhIOpaI
Te0sI B KaueCTBe ITepBOM KeHbl, 03HAYAeT, YTO OH TaKxXKe X04yeT BEIOpaTh CBOIO MMmepartpully u3



HAlIlle! CEMBbHU.

ETo TOH M3MEeHMJICS C CaMOT0 Havasia 9TOM BCTPeuH. ['epror oTOPOCHII CBOM (haTbIIUBLIN
IIOYTUTEJILHEIN TOH KO MHE, U Tellepb OH TOBOPHUJI CO MHOY CBBICOKA, COBEPIIEHHO He TasiCh. JIUI0
CaMaHTHI CMOPIIUIOCH, KOTIa OHa CIIOKOMHO Ha0iofiana 3a MPOUCXOASIIIM.

'eprioruHsa AU OT BCEro Ceppla corjaacuiiach ¢ MyxeM. TyT HET HU4Yero yoquBuTenbHOro. OHa Bcerga
HeHaBHIeJla MEHS C TeX I0p, Kak 5 Mpubkyia B KOJIOHUI0 AHUJL.

- OTO BIOJIHE JIOTUYHO. ThI, BCETO NUIIL IPHEMHAS I0Yb BEJIUKOTO ceMelicTBa boHadur, O6vina
n30paHa repBoit xkeHou ViMmmepaTopa. MMmepaTop, 0O4eBHOHO, XOTeJI, YTOOH HCTUHHAS J0Yb
Bonadur crana ero Umnepartpuueii. Cembs boHauT - ICTUHHO KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBH, KaK THI yKe
IoJKHa 3HaTh. Ero BennuecTBo Korpa-HuOynb roBopuil Tebe o Hac? f mOHMMAI0, YTO OH OB OUeHb
3aHST ITOATOTOBKOM K CBOEM KOPOHAIMH, HO He CIeqyeT 1 00bsIBUTH 0 TOMOJIBKe JIucOeT ¢
HWMnepaTopoM Kak MOXKHO cKopee? Thl [OMTKHa MPEeqIoXUTh 9T0 MMnepaTtopy. Bo3aMoxkHO, cerogHs
BeYepoM Ha MPeOKOPOHAIMOHHOW BeYEPUHKE...

JInc6eT 3aCTEHYUBO yNIBIOHYIACh, CIIyIIas POOUTEIEN U KMBas TOJIOBOM. 3aTEM OHA BRIKUOAIOINE, KAk
pebEHOK, TIOBEPHYIach KO MHE.
HWTak, oHU GOSITUCH TOBOPUTE C IMIIEpaToOpoOM, HO Y HUX XBATHJIO HArJIOCTH OyMaTh, YTO OHU MOTYT

MCII0/Ih30BaTh MEHS, YTOO yOemuTh ero?!

Xa! 4d mortepsina gap peun. Kak xe s MOTJIa IIOOyMaTh, YTO OHU NOOPHIE ¥ BETMKOAYIIHEIE JTIOOu? S
nyMalia, 4YTo OHU ObLIM 3aMeydaTeNIbHBIMY, KOT'/ia 51 BIIEpBble OKa3ajlach B UX IOMe, U B TeUeHHe Tofia
oHu 3aboTumnuch 060 MHe. Kak s1 Moriia GbITh HAaCTOIBKO Cremna?

MHe OBIJIO TOIIHO CMOTPETH Ha UX XKaOHEIE JINIIA.

IomxHOo OBITH, HA MOEM JIHIIe OTPA3UIIOCh OTBpalleHre. B KoMHaTe ORICTPO BOIIApUIIOChH
HaIpsXKeHue.

JIuc6eT, HECMOTPS Ha OTCYTCTBHE KAKOT0-TH00 3aMETHOT0 MHTEJIIEKTa, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, JOJIKHO
OBITH, 3aMeTHJIa, YTO YTO-TO ObII0 He TaK. OHa MofJouUTa KO MHE o0uKe.  MHCTUHKTUBHO
OTTOJIKHYTI €€.

B KoMHaTe BoIlapuiaach MEPTBAS THUIINHA.

Kazanocs, JIucOeT Oblsa IOKMPOBaHa, KOTa OHa MefJIeHHO OTCTynKIa Ha3an. OHa 4yTh He ynana C
JIECTHUIIBI, HO BOBPeMs OCTaHOBUJAcCh. CIIE3El HAIlOIHUIIK TJla3a [eBYIIKM, KOTa OHa I0CMOTpesna Ha
MEHSI.

- C-cecTpa?



Ona Beya ce0s Tak, OyATO 5 yoapuia e€ mo nuily. Hy u mryTka.

4 mpopmonkara X0JIOMHO Pa3TyIsgAbBaTh UX OOHOTO 3a APYTUM. Takue XKagHble, 6eCCTHIOHEIE JIUIIA.

Kak s momxkHa ¢ HUMHU obparmaThesi? YTo ke MHE C HUMHU [ie/TaTh?

¢4 mpwuia coga ¢ onpeneneéHHEM IIJTaHoM. Brlyla mpoBeneHa Best HeoOXxomumast
IIOAITOTOBKA. MIMIlepaTop MPUHSII MOIO IPOCHOY O IIOMOIIH, TaK 4TO IIJIaH ObLT OCyIecTBneH. OgHaKo
s TIOHUMAJIa, YTO 3TOT0 OyaeT HeJOCTAaTOYHO.

[TpocTo 3TOTO GBII0 HEIOCTATOYHO. YTO-TO... YTO-TO OOJIBIIEE. ..

MHue HyXeH OBIJI IJTAH TIoJIy4Iaie. YT0-TO, YTO 3aCTaBUT MEHS YyBCTBOBATH ce0s JIyd4iie.

OcTpoe HampsXKeHUe 3aCTHII0 B KOMHATe, KaK HeBUIMMEIM CaBaH. PacKaleéHHBIM NOKPacHa THEB
HaIIOJTHUJI MEHS, TT0Ka 5 00lyMbIBala, YTO XKe MHe fienaTh. JIucbeT, Ka3anocs, Obiyia B moke. OHa
BEITJIsSIIEJIa TaK, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT 3alljlayeT.

[eplIoT ¥ TepLUOTrHHS BHITISAAENN Pa304YapoBaHHEIMU, HO He MOOeXOEHHBIMU. 4 3Ha/a, YTO OHU
IBITAIOTCS IPUAYMATh YTO-TO, YTOOBI U3MEHUTH 3Ty CUTYALUIO.

IToka MEI BCe THXO Pa3SMBIIUIANTN, TUIIXHY HAPYIITHUII BHE3aIIHBIN HeO}KI/IJIaHHBIfl 3BYK.

Xoom!

,[[Bepb T'DOMKO PaCIIaXHYJIaCh, KaK U B TOT Pa3, KOT'Id 51 BOPBAJIaChk CIOOa PAHBIIIE.

VimmepaTop JIyKpelwii BOIIEN B 3ajl B MOTPsicalolleM Hapsze, mofobpaHHOM K MOEMY
I1aThio. YBUIEB MEHS, OH IIUPOKO YIILIOHYJICS U PafloCTHO IIPUBETCTBOBAJI.

- Ax, m000Bb MOs!

STOT YesloBeK... OH UTO, COIIEN C yMa?
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