- HesecT?

Ha pymie y MeHst OBLIO KaK-TO CTPaHHO.

HeBecTa. {1 BCTIOMHUIA, YTO CJIBIIIAN O TOM, 4TO ¥ JIyKpenusi 6bIJI0 MHOTO HAapEUYEHHBIX B IIPOILTIOM.
WmMmnepatop maxe CKasall, YTO y Hero Oblia KeHa, KOTOPYIO OH B KOHeYHOM utore youn. OHa
IBITaNIach yOuTh JIyKpelus, a OH BMECTO 3TOT0 YOUII AEeBYIIKY.

4 mpencraBuia cebe, 9TO PsimoOM C JIyKpelueM CTOST COBCeM OPyTHe XKEeHIWHH. ¢ He 3Halla IoYeMy,
HO Ha CepfIle y MeHs OblIo Tsxkeno. ITouemy?

- Thl ckazail, uTo y TeOs OblI0 MHOTO HAape4YEHHKIX, — CIIPOCHIIA 5, IIBITasCh CKPHITh CBOU YYBCTBA. -
KTo ke u3 Hux oHa?

- Ona 6pIn1a y MeHs mmepBoi. Kpome Toro, oHa Oblyla eqUHCTBEHHOM, KOTO S CYUTAJ JOCTOWHON. OHa
MorJia OBl CTaTh BEJIUKON MMmepaTpuiie.

- ...Heyxenu?

IlepBas HeBecTa. UmeanbHBIM MaTepuan O FMIepaTpHIlh.

MHe OBITIO XOIOOHO, HO 5 IIpoaoJIZKajla HEIIPUHYXKIOEHHO 00JITaTE.

- OTO oueHb IJ10X0. Ecniu OBl THI JKEHUJICS Ha Hel, oHa Onlia OBl Te0e OTIMYHEIM COIO3HUKOM B 3TOH
6oprbe mpoTrB BooscTByloiel MepaTprLIb.

- 3TO BEPHO, - OH KHUBHYJI B 3HAK COT'JIaCHUA.

[Touemy s Tak cebst 9yBCTBYI0? ¢ 4yBCTBOBasa ce0si... pacCTpoeHHoM. ToT (hakT, 4To 5
IPUHAPSOUIAch, YTOOB IPUUTHU CIOfA, 3aCTaBUIT MEeHST Pa303JTUTHCS.

- Torga mouemy Ovl TeOe He clienaTh €€ CBOeH MMmepaTpulie nmpsiMmo cexyvac?

OH MSATKO yNHIOHYICS U TIOKa4vas T'OJI0BOM.

- 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO, - TO, UTO OH CKa3aJl fajblile, 3aCTaBUAIIO0 MEHS 3aMepPeTh. - Ona MEPTBa. Eé
Y6I/IJ'[I/I qyepes3 Mecdl 1mmociie 00BbSIBIIEHUS O Halllel IIOMOJIBKE.



B aToM He GbIJT0 HUKAKOTO CMEICTa. OH TOBOPUII O TAKOM Y2KACHOM COOBITHH, HO TOJI0C JIyKpeuust Obil
TAKUM CIIOKOMHHIM U [aXKe JIETKUM.

- MbI HUKOTIa HEe CMOTTIH OB TOKa3aTh, KTO 3TO 3aKa3all, HO MEl IIPEKPacHO 3HaeM, KTO 9TO Chesall.

- BposctBytomas MmnepaTputia Katnesinupa, - mpo6opmoTarna ...

OH CHOBa KUBHYII.

- meHHO, - OH KpacuBo ynbIOHYJCA. - Ho s 6marogapen KarnesHupe 3a 3To. Y3-3a 3T0T0
BpooscTBytomas MMmepaTpuila oKa3anach C HEBEPOSITHO MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIM BparoM, B TO BpeMs Kak $
IproOPET caMoro OOJIBIIOTO COIO3HUKA - KOpHEenus.

Y MeHst MypaIuky mobexkasny 1o Koxe.

CMepTh [eByIIKY, 0COOEHHO TOM, KOTOPas Moriya OBl CTaTh eTo XKEeHOM, Ka3aJloCh, COBCEM He
BoIHOBasa JIykpernus.

Kakoit xomomHbIH, 6eccepoeyHblil YeI0BEK.

WHorpga s 3a0kiBania, KeEM OH ObLJI Ha caMoM fiesie. YesloBeK mepeno MHOM Obln youiinei. OH youn
CBOIO K€HY ¥ CBOEr0 OTIIa.

A Telepsb 4 Y3Halla, YTO CMEPTh €r0 HEBECTEI HUYEro OJid HYerI.[I/IH He 3Ha4urT.

- Wzabenna, Mos mepBasti HeBecTa, Oblla JoYephio epBoro ckiia KopHemnusi, KOTopkit ymep. MaTh
W3abemnnbl Toke ymMepia, 1 KopHenuii BOCITUTHIBAM €€ caM, C JIF000BBIO.

4 BcmoMHUIIa, KakK B TOT pOKOBOU feHb KopHenui noppepxkain Jlykpenus nepen BooscTBymolen
HWMnepaTtpulien.

Jlykpeuuy npogoixKait:

- 1 oOpyuurcs c Heil B Bo3pacTe BoceMHaAaTy jeT. OHa Owlyla Ha TOf MOJIoXkKe MeHS U ClIaBUJiach
CBOEM KpaCOTOX W YMOM, TaK 4TO S He XKaJoBascs.

4 u30 BCex cun CTapaliaChk YHATE OPO2KE B I'OJIOCE:

- Y ona 6rina youTta?



- Ha. KopHenuii ObI Tak YOUT TOPEM, YTO OCTABUJI CBOM ITOCT KaHIIEPa Ha TPH rofa.

- Ho oH BepHyCS.

[Touemy?

Ero yneiOKa cTasa emne mmpe.

- MHe HPABUTCHA, YTO TEI TaK GBICTpo COO6pa}KaeH.H:>, KOr'ga peYdb 3aXOOUuT O TAaKUX BeIllaX. ThI Tak
MEJINTEJIbHA B HEKOTOPERIX BEIlldX, HO HE B 3TOM.

O 4éM 3TO OH TOBOPUT?

- K Tomy BpeMeHH, KOT{Ia MOSI TPEThS ITOMOJIBKA 3aKOHYMIIAch KaTacTpodo, f mocetun KopHenus u
yOemun ero.

¢ Mora OBl MOTamaThCS, KakK OH 3TO CHenas. Y 3THX OBYX Jofel OBIIO TONBKO OOHO 06Iee 4yBCTRBO.

[ToTpeGHOCTH B MECTH.

MHe cTano Xx0100HO, KOTfia s IOCMOTpeia Ha Hero. JIyKpenuil yibI0HyICS MHE, U 1 yBEPUIIach, 4TO
BCE NIPABUJILHO TOHSTIA.

- B KOHEYHOM HUTOre s [I0TePAJ CBOIO IIEPBYI0 HEBECTY, BTOPYIO 10 COBEPIIEHCTBY XEHIIUHY Ha
nocTy MIiepaTpuIlkl, HO C 3TUM S IOJYy4WI IpefaHHyI0 noanepkKy KopHenus. MHe OBl XOTEIOCh
[yMaTh, 9TO 3TO OBLIa XOpollas CHeKa.

BTopas 1o coBepiIeHCTBY XKeHIMHA? 3HA4YMUT, €CTh XKEeHI[MHA [TOIy4llle Hee?

9T0 OBLN YeI0BEK, KOTOPHIM Ha3kIBaJl CMEPTh CBOEM HapeUEHHOM "XOPOIIel COeIKon", HO BCE XKe
MeHs 0osble 6eClIOKOUN TOT (hakT, 4To ObUIa elllé ogHa KeHINKWHA, 0 KOTOPOU OH AyMall ¢ 60JIbIIuM
yBaXKeHUEM.

YTo Xe co MHOU OLIJIO He Tak?

4 3acTtaButa ce0s1 TOBOPUTD CIIOKOMHO:

- ITo3ppassio.

- C yeM xke?



- C BHITOQHON cOenKou. f cornacHa, 4YTO HaIu4yue KaHIJIeEPa B Ka49YE€CTBE TBOET0 COIO3HUKA
Ol'[peJIeJ'IéHHO CTOMT BAIIUX KEPTB, IIO3TOMY A OyMalO, UTO IIO3OPABJI€EHUSA YMECTHEI, — TOJIOC MOM
3By4all HEJIOBKO.

OH Kak-To CTPAaHHO ITOCMOTPEII Ha MEH4.

- XKepts?

- Ila. Ona Oplna TBOEW HEBECTOM, U THL CKa3aJsl, YTO OHa UeaIbHO IMOAXOUIA IJIs MOJI0KEHUS
WmnepaTpuilel. Ecnu ObI OHa BhIXKUIIA, TO CTaa OBl Ayt TeOS OTIIMYHBIM IIUTOM IIPOTUB
BooscTByoier MMnepaTpuiisL.

- OTo mpaBfa, 4To ecnu Obl M3abena ctana Moelt iMmepaTpuile, s, BO3MOXKHO, CMOT ObI OBICTPO
CBepruyTh BooBcTBylomyio MmMnepaTpuily, HO MHE MTPHUIIIIOCH OBl IIOTOM CPaXKaThCs C MOeH
co6CTBeHHOM MMmepaTpuIie 3a OKOHYATEIbHYIO BIACTh. [I71s MEHS 9Ta TEKYIIas CUTyalus, 5
nyMarlo, JIydlie.

- VimeHHO 103TOMY 4 ¥ IT03ApaBuiia Te0sl, - CIOKOMHO CKa3asa s eMy.

On Haxmypuics.

- 9TO CTPAHHO... - y MEHS IIePecoxyio BO PTy. MHe X0Tel0Ch BEITUTh CTAaKaH BOME, HO s He MOTTa
TIOITPOCUTH ero 06 3ToM. JIyKpeuu# mpoaosikai: - Thl Befeumb ce0st 04eHb CTPAHHO.

q IIPpUCTAIBbHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HET0 U OTBETHIIA:

-4 Beny cebs COBEPIIEHHO HOPMAJIBHO.

- Het, OOBIYHO TH KPUTUKYEIIL MEHS UJIM TOBOPUIIIb YTO-TO He TO. Ta BuHa, KoTopyio g 3Haio,
cKasasa Obl 4TO-HUOYOb CapKacTU4YecKoe.

OH npou3HEC MOE UMS, U 5 B3APOTHYIa. MHe moKa3anoch, 4To MiMmepaTop IpoH3uUI Moe cepaile. YTo
3Ke 3TO0 OBIJIO 3a YYBCTBO?

JIykpenuii MeIeHHO MOTJIaAKI MEeHs II0 IleKe, 3aTeM IIPUJIOXKUII ITaJiel] K MOUM I'yOaM.

Ero muio HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IJ'IOCb K MOeMy, U 4 COBCEM HE MOTI'JIa ITOIMEBEJINTHCA. Y MeHs He OBIJIO HUKAKOT0
JKeJaHus 0exkaTh WK 0TKa3aTh eMy.

K cuacTbio, oH 00JjIbIlle MEHS He TIOIeJIOBAJl, a JIUIIb IIpOoLieIITall MHE Ha YXO:



- TsI 110X0 ce0st YyBCTBYEIIIh?

- XMm?

Moé€ Temno ropero.

X X x

4 3Hana, yto JIykperwi OB OHepKUMBEIM YeJTI0BeKOM. Eciu oH 4ero-to xouet, TO OyoeT moO6uBaThCs
9TOr0 [0 KOHIIA. M3-3a 3TOro ero nosefeHue 4acTo OECIIOKOUIIO MEHS.

- Temeps, Korfa st mymaro 00 9TOM, T Ka3aiach OJIeHOM, KOTHa BIIePBhIe BOIIA B 3Ty KOMHATY.

Ero 106 kocHysncsa moero. Korga s mogyBcTBOBaja ero nNpoxjiafHyio KOXYy, TO IIOHAA, YTO MHE
NEeUCTBUTEIHLHO OYEHb TEILIO.

YT0 31€eCh IPOUCXOOUT??

Emy 651710 BCE paBHO, YTO 5 Ka3ajiaCh B3BOJTHOBAHHOM.

OH 3asBUI:

- Y 1ebs ompenenéHHO XKap.

- H-HeT, Bce coBceM He Tak.

Temeps OH MONOXKUI PYKY MHE Ha J100.

- Hert, y Te0s xKap, - OH TakKxke KOCHYJICSI MOeH IIIeu U TBEPHO KUBHYI. - Y TeOs BCE Teslo ropurt. B
1ocyieiHee BpeMs Tl OUeHb MHOTO paboTaellb. TH YTO, TepeyTOMHUIIach?

B 3TOT MOMEHT 5 gaxe He MOrja PacCCIIBIIIAaTh €T0 CIIOB.

Bcé, uTo 51 Mornia chenaTth, 3TO YCTAaBUTLCS Ha €ro rpymdb.

970 OBITIO B cepenirHe OHSA. MbI ObIIM Ha ero paboueM MecTe. JIyKpelui Ol IOJTHOCTHIO OJET, HO S
IIPOJ0/IKaJia AyMaTh O TOM, KaK OH BHITJISIAUT IIOJ IIEJKOM ¥ JIBHOM, KOTOPEIE HOCHIL.



Ero GnemgHas Koxa... KAKOBO OBIII0 ObI TPUKOCHYTHCS K HEU?...

- O HeT!

Moé cmyIneHue B35JI0 BepX Hafl 30PaBEIM CMBICTIOM. f ITOMEITAIach yOexkKaTh, HO OH O0HSII MEHS eIIé
kpemye. ['onoc JIyKpemus cTan O4eHb CEPhE3HBIM:

- UTo cny4nunocs?

- MMM...

MOoé€ nuI0 BCIIBIXHYIIO.

Y uTo g momkHa Oblyla HA 3TO CKa3aTh? Ecnu s He mam JIyKpenuio yOeguTebHOT0 0TBETa, TO MOXKHO
ObI7I0 OBITH YBEPEHHEIM, UTO OH HE OTIIYCTUT MEHS.

MHe Ka3a0och, YTO MOK MO3T TaeT. UTo ke MHe eMy CKa3aTh? f momkHa Oblla YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

¢ He Morya cka3aTh eMy IpaBmy. 1 mpexncTasisiia ero cebe ronbM! Kak s Moria ckasaTh 3TO
Jlykpenu:o?

HakoHeI s 4TO-TO IpUAyMaJja U 3alHyach.

- [I-memno B ToM...! Moii KOPCET CIIUIIKOM TyTroi...! U uMeHHO 103TOMY 5 YyBCTBYIO ceGs HEJTOBKO!

OH CIIOKOHO ITOCMOTPEJ Ha MeHs cBepxXy BHU3. OH, Ka3anoch, 00AyMbIBajl MOl OTBET.

K cuacThlo, OH IPUHST MOE 0OBICHEHHE.

- ¢ monarato, 4TO 3TO UMEET CMBIC/. TBOSI Tanus OEeUCTBUTENILHO BRITJISOEIa HAMHOTO yYXe, 9eM 4
IIOMHIO, ITO3TOMY A OBLIT YJII/IBHéH.

OH Bcerfa OoJKeH ObIT CKa3aTh YTO-TO pa3agpazxKalroiiee.

- CamaHTa 1 ATHeC CKa3alld MHe, YTO S JO/I2KHa BRITNIANETh KaK MOXKHO Jiydiie, IOTOMY 4YTO MEHA



OynmyT BumeTh MHOrue. OHU 3aTSHYJIM ero ropasfio CuabHee, 4eM OOLIUHO.

OH yXMEBIJIBHYJICS.

- Torga MHe ciegyeT ociabuTh ero oy Te0s?
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