- { mymaro, TH OOJIXKEH 3TO CHesaTh.”

- Yro?” OHa 06epHYyIach C HEIOBEPUYUBEIM CMeXOM. - Byab cepbe3eH, JHaKUH.”

- 4 TOBOpIO CEpPBE3HO, - CKA3aJl OH, 3aJI0KUB PYKU 3a royioBy. OH pa3BayuiICcs Ha KPOBATH, OMUPAsICh
Ha HeJjleloe KOJIMYeCTBO JeKOPATUBHEBIX MTOAYIIEeK, KOTOPEIe BCETAa 3arpoOMOXKIaIl KPOBaTh, IPexXae
yeM [Tagme yOupasna ux IOYTH PUTYATbHBEIM 00pa30M HOYBIO.

IekopatuBHble noaymKku. OH HUKOTAA K HUM He NpuUBHIKHET. OHU He OBIIM 4eM-TO, YTO pab, oxKemai
uny JIopA CUTXOB MOTJIM KOTrAa-nmubo mo-HacTosAleMy OHATh. Ho Bce paBHO OHU €My HPaBUJIUCE.
Onu ycnokauBanu. OuHu 6bl1H Belbio [Tagme.

OHa cufena 3a TyaJeTHBIM CTOJIMKOM, BHITAaCKMBASs IIMTHUIIBKY M3 BOJIOC, KAK CEKPETHI, TOCTEIIEHHO
npeoOpaxasich Ha HOYb. OHa OTKPYTHUJIA TYrOd IMy4OK C OMHOM CTOPOHBI I'OJIOBHI U MTPOBEJIA IIETKOH
10 pacoyuleHHKIM BotHaM. OH yieIOHYICS. B mepBele gHU UX Opaka eMy BCcerjia HpaBUJIOCh CMOTPETH,
KaK OHa CHUMaeT CKYJIBIITYPH CO CBOMX BOJIOC, CHUMasi T'OJIOBHBEIE YOOPH! M HapalllMBaHUe, a TAKXKe
MUpPHA[bl 3aCTeXeK, rpebHel 1 OynaBoK, KOTOpble TpeOOoBaIuCh, YTOOH BCE 3TO AepzKajoch Ha
TIJIaBY.

Habmromast 3a Helt cefiyac, OH BCIIOMHHUJI aBHKUeE BpeMeHa, KOTa OHa CHUfella 3a TaKUM XKe
TyaJIeTHHIM CTOJIMKOM B CBOeM KBapTupe Ha KopyckaHTe. OTo OBII IEPBLIH IeHb, KOT{Ia OH CHOBA
YBUJIEJN ee TOoCJIe WX IePBoii BCTPeUH B geTcTBe. [Tocne Toro, Kak ee ciyxaHKa [lopMe IIoMoria
CHSTh KOHUYECKHH, II0X0XK1H Ha KOP3WHY T'0JI0OBHOM yOOp, KOTOPEIYA OHA HOCHUJIA B TOT E€HDb, OHA
cupesna, MeAJieHHO U 3ayMYKBO pacyeckiBasi BOJIOCH], II0Ka BHE3aITHO He 0CTaHOBHUIACh, BCTana 1
BBIKJTIOYHMJIA KaMepsl HabiofeHus. B TOT MOMEHT OH IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI BHITOBOP. OH HAOII0maN TOIBKO
IIOTOMY, 4TO 3TO OblyTa ero pa6oTa; OH 3allUINai ee OT YOI, IPUCMATPUBA 3a Hel, CIedu, YTOOk
HUYEero He cy4mnoch. Ho KakuM-To 06pa3oM OHa CMOTJIa ITIOYYBCTBOBATh €0 YyBCTBA. Ero
CTpacTHOe XkeJlaHue. 3arnpeTHbIe MBICHH. ..

- Tol MeHs1 cnyinaenb? YTo HaAM [ienaTh C 3TUMU CITyXaMH O TOM, 4TO MMIepus Xo4eT 3aXBaTUTh 3Ty
3BE3JHYI0 CUCTEMY?”

OH moxar 1mieYaMy, HEOXOTHO BO3BPAIAsiCh OT MPUSTHHIX MEUTAHUM K Pa3paxaloliell peaabHOCTH.
Wmnepus. Bcerma Ummnepusi. [Touemy GBI €if TPOCTO HE UCYE3HYTh B CBEPXMAaCCUBHON YEPHOM JBIPE B
CepAlle TallaKTUKU ¥ HE OCTaBUTh €T0 B IIOKOE?

- Ummepus He mpumeT Ha Ocanao, - cCKasall OH.

- OTKYJIa THI 3Haemb?” BYJ'IE\BKI/I BEITIAJIA U3 €€ IIaJIbIE€B, MATKO CTYKHYBIINCE O CTOJI BHHU3Y.

- 9TO He BXOOUT B IIJIaH. BoT moyeMy s nepeBe3 Hac croga.”

- B 3TOM HET HHKAKOIr'0 CMEICTIA, - BO3pa3ujia OHa, Tepe6s{ KOHYMKH BOJIOC. - ThHI G0JIbIIIe He 3HaeIllb



maHoB MmmepaTopa. U To, 94TO OH Korfa-To cKas3an Tebe, He uMeeT 3HayeHus. OH mxelr.”

Ox komnebancs. OH HUKOTIa He ObII OTKPOBEHEH C Hel 0 CBOEH IIPOIIION XKU3HH, O CBOUX TBOMHEIX
BocnioMuHaHUSIX. OH He X0TeJl AyMaTh 00 3TO XKU3HHU, II03TOMY OTTOJIKHYN ee, u3beras, OTBe
B3rysh. Ceitdac ObIJIO HE CaMOe ITOAXOsIee BpeMs: PaCKpPhIBATh 3TOT CEKPET. BEIIO CITUIIKOM MHOTO
Belllel, B KOTOPHIX OH He XOTeJ Mpu3HaBaThCs. Kak cka3aThk: "4 youn tebs B mpyrou xkusuu"? Her.

- 4 cBsiEKYyCh ¢ ACOKOH, - CKa3as OH, yOupasi pyku 3a ronoy. OH B35 IOAYIIKY U JIeHWBO Opocun ee
TyOa-CIofia, pa3MbIIss. - OHa JOJIKHa UMeTh BO3MOXKHOCTh CIIPOCUTE 00 3TOM ceHaTopa OpraHa.
Ecnu y iMmepckoro ceHaTta ObIJIA 30eCh KaKKe-TO feJla, OH OOJIKeH 3HaTh. Miu OBITh B COCTOSTHUM
y3HaTh.”

[TapMe HaxMypuace. - 4 He Xouy noaBepraTs 3ajor ornacHoCcTy. OH He 3HAET, I'e MEI, IJId ero Xe
Oe3omacHoCTH.”

- OH nogBepr ce6st O1TaCHOCTH, OPraHKW30BaB BOCCTaHUE, - YKa3ajl DHaKMH. - Y, KpoMe TOoro, 3TO He
COBCeM Ta IIPUYMHA, 110 KOTOPOii OH He 3HaeT 0 HallleM MeCTOHaxoxXneHuu. Ero gepxkanu B
HeBe[leHUU, YTOOH OH He MOT BHIIaTh Hallly TaliHy, eCJIM er0 Korga-HuOyab JONPOCST 3a €eTo
npepenamu. Ho uMeHHO 30ech ACOKa MOXKET BHECTHU CBOIO JIENITY: CIPOCUTH beiina 06 Ocannao, He
00BSICHSS eMy, TI0YeMY OHa XO4YeT 3TO 3HaTh.”

- He 6ynb TakuM OGecceppuedHsiM. ben-mMon apyr.”

- 4 He Beny cebs G6eccepraedno. TakoBhl (PaKTEHL”

- TOBOpPHUTD O TOM, YTO €TI0 CXBATUJIM U MBITAJIM OJIS MTONy4YeHus nHGOpMaIuy, Kak 6yATO 3TO HUYETo
He 3HA4uT’, - CKa3aja [Tlagme. “OTo GeccepmeyHo.”

- /1 He 3HAlO, 4TO THI X0Yelllb OT MEHH yCbIIaTh, [lagme. Brl 3HaeTe, 4TO 9TO BIIOJIHE peasibHas
BO3MOXKHOCTE. U g1 yBepeH, 4To ceHaTop OpraHa TOxXe 3TO 3HaeT.”

- [ermo He B TOM, 4TO 3TO HempaBha.” OHa BCTajla U HEKOTOPOe BpeMs XOUJIa 110 KOMHATe, Ipexae
YyeM 3aMepJia, IOBEPHYBIIKUCEH K HEMY ciuHOKW. OH MOT BUMIEThH €€ IIpaMbl OT HEKCY, BRITJISIAbIBAIOIINE
M3-II0[T HU3KOT'0 BhIpe3a HOYHOM pybaIku. - MHe ITPOCTO He HPABUTCS, KaK THl 3TO TOBOPHUIIE.”

OHaKUH B3[OXHYJ, YOUBIASACH, KAK 3TOT Pa3roBOp Tak OBICTPO IpeBpaTuics B crop. [loayinka B ero
pykax Obljla MaJleHbKOM U IIUINHAPUYECKOU; UeaTbHbINM pa3Mep U Gopma, YTOOH CKaTh B OTYaSTHUM.
“MHe o4YeHb XaJjlb,” IPOTAHYI OH. “Munenu.”

O=a ornsiHyNach yepes IJIeY0, He YAUBIIEHHAs ero capka3MoM. “4 BOJIHYIOCh,” CKa3aja OHa. - f
0eCII0KOI0Ch 0 CBOMX CTApHIX OPY3baX, KOTOPHIE TIOMHUMAIOT BOoCcCTaHue. {1 Ol OBl IIPU3HATEJEH,
ecyu Obl ThI He OB TAKUM JIETKOMBICTIEHHBIM. ThHI TOXKe He BonHyelbcsi? Hacuet Acoku?”



- OHa moxeT cama 0 cebe m103a00TUTHLCS.”

- 4 cnpiry Tebst mo HodaM.” TTaiMe IIOJTHOCTRIO ITOBEPHYIAck K HeMy. OHa IOfOIIIa U cella Ha Kpau
KpoBaTH. “Thl MPOM3HOCHUIIIL ee UMs,” 00bsIBUIA OHA, KaK OyaTo 3T0 OB TpuyM®. - Korma Tebe
CHHUTCS ONUH U3 TBOUX KOIIMapoB.”
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