Korpma 9HakuH yuien, 4ToOb TPOBEPUTH feTel, [Tagme moBepHynack K O6u-Bany u cka3amna: “Thl
CHOBa TOBOPUJ C HUM 06 3TOM?”

- HeT. Ho co BpeMeHeM MHI [IOIKHBI,-CKa3an O0u-BaH.

- [ToroBoputs 0 ueM?” - cripocuiia Acoka.

- Bniu3nerel. O cunbHE B Cunie,-cka3an O6u-Ban. “OHU monXKHB OBITh 00y4YEHH Kak gxKemau.”

- Ho OHakuH He xo4eT, 4ToOH OHM ObITu?" ACOKa IOfHSsIa OpOBb.

- 9TO He COBCEM Tak. [IpoCcTO MBI XOTeIH, YTOOH Y HUX ObIJI IIIaHC BHIPACTU HOPMaJIbHBIMU IE€TEMH.
M&I He paccKa3ajy UM BCEro 0 IIPOIIIOM, - CKa3asna el [TagMe. - [To HeoOxoguMoCTH. ¢ yBepeH, 4To
OHH 4YTO-TO ITIOA03PEBAIOT; S AyMal0, OT HUX HEBO3MOXKHO YTO-TO CKPBITh, OHM HACTOJIbKO CO3BYYHHI
BCEMY, YTO 9TO [T0X0XKe Ha OOUH ITPOMaX, ¥ OHM HaOpaChIBAIOTCS Ha 9TO, KaK KOIIKU. Ho MBI
CTapaiuch OBITH OCTOPOXKHEIMU.”

- OHH He 3HAIOT 0 MXKemaax?”

- MH UM He CKa3and, - mopTopuna [lagme.

OHa He OBbIJIa HACTOJIBKO HAaWBHA, YTOOBI AYMaTh, YTO TO, YTO 3HA/IM OJIU3HEIH], ¥ TO, YTO UM CKa3aJld,
OBLIO OMHUM U TeM Xke. Jlest, 0coOeHHO, Ka3aioCh, BUOela HaCKBO3b JI00YI0 JT0XKb. VX ¢asnbIInBee
uMeHa, ux cabpukoBaHHas uctopusi. Ho ITagmMe 1 JHAKUH MBITAIMCh CKPHITh OT HUX IIPaBAY,
HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHO. OHM He XOTesH, YTOOB ONM3HeIs eTUINCh CeMEeHHBIMYU CeKpeTaMu
CO CBOMMH OJHOKJIACCHHKAMM, KOTla OHH OBIIH CJIMIIIKOM MOJIOMEI, YTOOKI ITOJTHOCTBIO ITIOHSATh
CEepPhE3HOCTh CUTYyaIMHu. Ha MpOTHBOIIOIOKHOM KOHIIE CITIEKTPA OHUM HE XOTeJH, YTOOH IeTH KUK B
IIOCTOSIHHOM CTpaxe, oOpeMeHeHHbIe 3HaHUEM TOT'0, YTO MX POOUTEINH OBITA OMHUMM M3 CaMbIX
Pa3bICKMBAEeMBIX B IMmepumu.

U 6o7bine Bcero oHa—OHU—HE XOTeJIH, YTOOBL eTH 3HaJH, YTO CIesIall UX OTell.

- {l HUKOTra He AyMaJsia, YTO JOXKMBY [0 TOTO OHS, KOTHa YBUXKY, YTO JHaKMH CKalyoKep XXKUBET KaK
rpaxpgaHCcKoe HUIo”, - ckadasna Acoka. “HaBepHoe, ST myMasa, YTO BOMHa Obljla YaCThiO €T0, HO 9TO
TJIyII0, He Tak Ju? 4 mo3HakoMuniach ¢ HUM — ¥ C BaM#U 000MMHU — TOJIBKO IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK BOMHA
Oblla B caMOM pasrape. ITo Bceraa ObUIO YacThio Hallled KU3HY, aXKe I0CJie TOro, Kak g IOoKHHYIa
OpneH pgxkepnaes.”

- 9TO WJIMJIOCH BCETO, CKOIBKO, Tpu roma?” -ckalan O0u-Bax, BcmoMuHas. - Ho, monarazo, 3T0 OBII0
II0X0Ke Ha ero co6CTBEeHHYI0 XKU3Hb. M KOra 3T0 3aKOHUMIIOCH, 3TO OBIJT KOHEI] Halllel IpexHen
XKHU3HU.”

- Ho Ha camoM [iere 9To elrle He KOHEII, - CKa3ana ACOKa, HaKJIOHSSICh BIlepe[, Ha Kpal JuBaHa. -



HekoTopsie U3 HacC BCe ellle cpaxawTcd.”

- M= Bce etile GopeMcs, I0OHBIN ITOflaBaH, - cka3an e O6u-Ba#n, u [Tagme momyMara, 4TO OH 3BYUYUT
HaMHOTO CTaplile CBOUX JIET. - MOXKET, 3TO U He BRITJISSOUT Tak, HO BOMHA BCe elle UAEeT 3[0eCh, B 9TOM
caMoM moMe. He BoiiHa C cemapaTHCTaMH, He MIPUTBOPCTBO, @ HACTOsIIas BOKMHA.”

Acoka cMopIIuiia HOC OT ero HeOpeneleHHEX CI0B. [TagMe MoHsIa, Ha 9YTO OH HaMeKaJl, HO ACOKa
CTIBIIIIAJIA TOIBKO paccessHHOe 60pMOTaHue KOT0-TO, KTO CJIMIIKOM [I0/ITO He y4aCTBOBaJl B OUTBeE.
“Voma cKasaJ, 4To 5 Hai[y 37ech IOMOIIb, ¥ Teleph g ImoHuMaio. OH IOCIaa MeHs CIofa, YTOO
HaWUTHU Bac, U DHAKWHA, U BaC, CEHaTOp. Tl HyKEeH BOCCTaHUI0.”

- Acoka—"

- 4 3Ha10.” AcoKka IOfHATIA PYKY. - DHAKUH yXKe CKa3al MHe, YTOo f 3ps Tpady BpeMs. U g noHuMa,
4T0 ¥ TeOs ecTb ONIU3HEIH, S IPOCTO... €CNIX Obl BBl TOJIBKO MOTJIM YBUIETH, Ha UTO 9TO IIOX0XKE.
HMnepus nepXuT rajakTUKy B MEPTBOU XBaTKe, U NIPOUMET COBCEM HEMHOI'O BpEMEHH, IIpex/e 4eM
OHU PaCIpPOCTPaHATCS U [00epyTCs faxe Clofia. f He BEpIo, YTO OHU OCTAHOBSATCS, II0Ka KaXfas
obuTaeMas 3Be3[HAs CUCTEMA He OKaxKeTCs IOf X KOHTPoJieM. MEl He MOKeM CHAeTh CIIOKOMHO,
HUYero He fenaTh U XKaaTh ux.”

O6u-Ban u ITagme oOMeHsIuCh B3rnsgamu, Ho O6u-Ban mpocTo moTsaruBai Kode u Momdan. bombinoe
cracu6o. [Tagme B3moxHYy a. “3TO BOCCTaHKe,” cKa3aja OHa. - 1 HU4ero He CHbIIIan 00 3TOM HU B
l'onocety, HU B ciyxax Ha ynuliax. Hackonbko oH BenuK? KTo 3a 370 oTBedaeT? CKOJIBKO 3BE3IHBIX
CHCTEM BXO[ISIT B HETO, KaKHe CEeHATOPHI ero MoanepKuBaioT?”

- Cenyac OH MaJIeHbKHM, HO PacTeT”, - HETEPIENINUBO CKa3ajia ACOKa, JOBOIbHASA TeM, 4To [lagme
IIPOSIBUJIA MHTEPEC, a He cOuta ee. - 91 o0Iancs ¢ HEKOTOPHEIMHU JIIOJbMY, KOTOPBIX BB, BO3MOXKHO,
nomuuTe. Moma, KOHeYHO. Bei Oprana. Mo Motma. HeckonbKO AKefaeB, IePeKUBIINX YUCTKY.
MEI Bce ellle OpraHu3yeMcsi, UileM, KTO K HaM ITPUCOeTUHUTCS. By HeOombliiie o4aru BOCCTaHUS,
HEKOTOpPbIe He3aBHCUMEbIE TYEUKH, BEICTYNalIIe IPOTUB TUpaHuu Mmmepruu. B 0CHOBHOM MOs
paboTa 3aki04anachk B TOM, YTOOH CIEOUTH 3a CITyXaMu, KOTOphle MMIepust He MOXKeT IOJTHOCTBIO
IIOIaBUTh, ¥ BCTYIIaTh B KOHTAKT C TEMH, KTO XO4ET IIEPEMEH.

- BaxH0, 4T0OH MBI COOpaIKCh BMECTE U MOAENUNIUCE Halllel HHpOopMalliel U Halllei CUJIOH, HO,
KOHEeYHO, yeM Oosbiie Hac OymeT, TeM yeruye Mimmepun 6ymeT Hac HaliTu. Tak 4TO MBI pa30eKajuch.
M&I uCTIoNTb3yeM KOIOBHIE HMeHa U 3allr(poBaHHbEIE YaCTOTH ¥ BCTpedaeMcsl Ha opOuTe Haf
HeoOHUTaeMBIMHU IJIaHETaMH BaIu OT I1a3 UMmnepun.”

- Kakoga Bara 11e1s? UTo UMEHHO BHI fiefiaeTe, 4ToOH "B30yHTOBATHCS"?” - cupocuiia [Tagme. YV Hee
OblyTa umest, 9To 9TO He OBIJI0 3aKOHOATEIbHLIM aKTOM, ITPeICTaBIeHHKIM FIMIIepcKoMy CeHarty.

Acoka HaKJIOHUJIach O/11XkKe ¥ 3arOBOPINMYECKM CKa3ana: “THl cibiiian 00 MMmnepckoM 3Be3IHOM
Pa3pymuTene, KOTOPHIM OB YHUUYTOXKEH Hal PUIOTOM HECKOIBKO JIeT Ha3an?”



- Het.”

- Koneuno, Het. iMIepusi, Kak MOTJIa, IIOfaBuiia 3Ty HOBOCTh. Ho HeKOTOpHIM GopiiaM 3a cBoOOMdY B
PumnoTe yganock B3opBaTh 3Be30HEIN Pa3pyiuTesnb, Ha 60pTy KOTOPOro Haxogujcs caMm MmMmeparop.
KoneuHo, oH cOexaJ, HO 9T0 ObUI OTPOMHBIN TOKJIOH MMniepuu. OHU IOTEPSNIN LieNbii Kopalib U
OO0JIBIITYI0 YaCTh IIEPCOHANa.”

[Tagme KuBHYyNA. - Y 3TO OBIN THI?”

Acoxka nokadaja ronoBoi. - Het, 3To Oblyia He3aBucuMas rpymnmna 60pios 3a cBo0oAy TBU'TIeK0B. Ho ¢
3TOTO BCe ¥ HauMHaeTcs. HebGosblme rpymnmsl 3[eck ¥ TaM, KOTOPBIe ITPOTUBOCTOSAT MMnepuu. I
HAX0XKYy uX ¥ cobupaio BMecTe. CKOpo Bce Te HeOOobllre TPYIIIEl, KOTOPEIe OCMENSITCS HaHEeCTH
OTBETHHIM ymap no MMnepuu, cobepyTcs BmecTe.”

- [Toxoze, THI MBHITAENILCS HAYATh ellle OfHY KpyITHOMacInTa0HYy0 BoMHY,” cka3an O0u-BaH.
“3Be3mHble Pa3pymuTeny cOuTh. ['MOHYT KU3HU. ITO HeHCTBUTENIHHO ITOX0XKe Ha BoliHy KITOHOB
CHOBA ¥ CHOBa. JTa 6eckoHeuHast 60prOa; Bbl YBEPEHHI, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA IIPUBEHET K
WCTAHHOMY MUPY U IeMOKpaTuu? Mnu 3To MpoCTo NMpUBEAET K HOBHIM KOH(MIMKTaM, HOBHIM Bparam,
HOBLIM BOMHaM?”
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