I'maBa 23.

- Hy max 4To, IponmyCTHIb HAC, UK CaMOMy NIPUOETCS HOPOTY NPOKJIafgkiBaTh? - Bynb 5 Ha ero
MeCTe, TO IPONYCTUJI OBl, @ IOTOM CHeJasl BU/, YTO HUKOrO He BUMEIL...

- UmeHeMm ero BenudecTBa Kopons KOmus, s nprKa3biBalo CxBaTUTh ux! - [I[pokpuyan Koma"ngup... A
OH OKa3hIBaeTCs Oypak... XOTS 9TO ero JOJT, HO BCE XKe OH Aypak.

- Hy pa3 Tak, CaM BHHOBAT... - Ckasarn 4, u Bce CTPaXKHUKHU II0IIaJga/il Ha MECTE.

KomaHaup cHaydana He IOHSJ, YTO 3a IIPOAOJIXKUTEJILHEIN 3BSIK CTOSIJI Y HETO 3a CIIMHOM, HO KoTAa
00epHYJICS, eTo JIUI0 Cpa3y MPUHSIO IBET OyMary, ¥ 3aKaTHB rjla3a OH TOXKe yIaja B 00MOPOK, HO Ha
HEeTo0 51 MAaHOM He HaBUJI, 3TO OH OT CTPaxa... bojbIle ToMbKO Xpabpuscs... XoTs g ero MoHUMalo, Ha
ero rijla3ax 3a CeKYHOY BHIBEJIM BCIO apMUIO M3 CTPOS. ..

- Hy moraanu uto nu? - Ckasas g, CBOel yXKe IPUBLIKIIEN K TaKO! (HUTHE, TaTH, U MBI IIOIINIX K
3aMKy.

Ho BOT TONIBKO 3aMOK 3TOT OBII 0YEHB YK IIOXO0X Ha TOT 4YTO A BUOEJI paHee, TYT TOXKe OBLI PoOB 1
OO BEMHEIE BOpPOTa, KOTOPEIE ceriyac ObLIH 3aKPBLBITHI, a CO CTEH BEITJIAOBIBAIN 6H6HHBI€ CTPaXHHUKHMU...

- MoxkeT caMu IBEPKY TO OTKpoeTe? Bam xke nyuire OymeT! - KpuKHYyn 5 TI0ASM Ha CTeHe, HO OHU He
oTpearupoBaiu. Heyxenu oHE BCE elle AyMaioT, YTO 3TO MEHS OCTAHOBHT...

- Hy kak xoture... - [IpobyoHun s cobupasi MaHy B IIpaBOi pyKe.

[TpeBpaTUB MaHy B OTPOMHEIM OTHEHHBIN IIap, 1 PACKPYTHII €T0 U 3allyCTUI B BOPOTA, pa3faics
T'DOMKWUH B3pHIB, lTapa CTPaXKHUKOB JlaXke CO CTEHHI CBAJIUINCE... Hy 51 Ke npemynpexpart...

Tenepb Ha MeCTe OBePH KPaCOBaJlaCh OTPOMHAsA OBIPDEHb B CTEHE, OIIJIaBJIEHHAA I10 Ookam.

3aTeM 5 co3mall MOCT U30 Jiba, MHE [axKe BOAYy CO3OABATh HE IIPHUIIIIOCE, A IIPOCTO IIPEOCTABUII, KaK
3aMepP3aeT BOAd BO PBY, XU OH ITIOYTH CPA3y IMOJIHOCTBIO HpOMépS.

Tax s u moman B 3aMOK, HO Kyfia fasible?
- Knap, roe TyT TpoHHBIM 3a1? - CIPOCHUI 51 CBOIO BCE3HAIIIYIO CIIyTHUILY.

- Koponb ceiuyac ckopee Bcero yxke cOexkaln, HO TPOHHBIM 3all HaX0OuTCs TaM. - Cka3ana Kmnap,
yKa3aB Ha 6oJblIne BopoTa.

- Hy ecnu ero Tam Her, 5 3Ke BCE paBHO ero AOCTaHy, TOMAEM IT0OKa B 3a7l.

Y sTa mBeph TOXKe 0Ka3ajaCh 3aKPHITOM, XOPOIIO, YTO XOTh CTPAXKHUKHK HAC He IPeciiefoBallH,
BHUOUMO XKUTb XOTAT... [la S ¥ He yOul Okl UX.

OTH [BepU 5 OTKPHII TakK Ke, KaK ¥ TOPOACKUE BpaTa, IPOCTO «IIOCTy4ali» B HUX, ITOCJIE MOET0 CTYKa,
[IBEPH C TJIyXMM 3BYKOM I'DOXHYJIHUCH B IEHTPE 3aJa.

Ara, 3HQUUT KOPOJIb Ha MecTe. B TPOHHOM 3aJjie, Ha TpOHE cupesl MyXkuk jieT 30 Ha BUL, CBETJIbIE
BOJIOCHI, TaKHe e CBETJIbIe YChI, OfET OH B 60TaTyi0, PACIIATYIO 30JI0TOM OfieXKMY, a Ha T'0JI0Be
aKKypaTHO CcHfiesla KOPOHa, BOT TOJIBKO JIUIIO ero Obiyio 611emHoe, a 100 BECh B IIOTY, OH CUIEN U
oIllaJie/IbIM B3TJISIIOM CMOTPEN Ha OCTAaTKU [ABEPH, YTO BAJISNIUCH [0 CPEAU 3ajia, 3a TPOHOM CTOS
KaKOH-TO CTapuKaH B YEPHOU MaHTHUH, C TOUHO TaKUM Ke BhIpaXkeHueM JIulla KakK 1 y Kopons. [1o



0oKaM OT TPOHa CTOAIHN PHIAPH, OOETEIE B 0eloCHeXKHbBIe OOCIIeXHu, C KOIIbAMHU Ha IIepeBec, 1o
J'IIO6OMy Y HUX TaKHe XKe JIMI4, BOT TOJIBKO X HE BUOHO K3-3a IIJIEMOB...

- Hy IIPpUBET 4YTO JIK. - Ckasarn 51 KOnuio, BUAMMO MOH CJI0BA BBIBEJIM €I0 U3 O(l)I/Il"eBI.Hel"O COCTOsAHUAI,
II03TOMY OH ITOCMOTpPEJI Ha MEHS.

- YT KaK-TO IIJIOXO THI TOCTEMH BCTpeYaelllb. - HpOl"OBOpI/IH g MeOJIEHHO UOd K TPOHY.

Ho =e ycmen 51 mouTu [0 ABEpel, Kak KO MHe Ha BCTpedy BEICKOYUJI CTapUKaH, U Hadyall HECTU KaKylo-
TO epeck... Hy TO eCTh Hauas YUTaTh 3aKJIMHaHUeE, TOJIBKO S €r0 BCe PaBHO He MOHSJ, HO KaK-TO
CTPaHHO MaHa paclpenensnach B ero pyKaX, oHa Obljla II0X0XKa Ha MOM «CKJIaf», HO TOJIBKO
KpyTuiiach B 06paTHOM HallpaBJIeHUY, Ia U ObIpa B IleHTpe Oblla OKOJI0 MeTpa, KOTa CTapuk
3aKOHYMJI YTEHUE 3aKIMHAHUS, ObIpa, Kak MyIKa BEICTPENIKIIa OTPOMHEIM CTYCTKOM MaHBH, a 3a TeM
3aKphIack. M3 9Toro cryctka copMupoBascs OrPOMHBIN, METPOB 6 B BEICOTY, MOHCTP, KOTOPHIH ObLI
II0X0XK Ha MUHOTAaBpa, HO 3a MeCTO ObIYbEel T'OJIOBEL, Y HEro Oblja rojioBa HOCOPOTa, BEUIUTHIM APYT
OOHUX Yepermaliek... B pykax y Hero ObIIM 2 OTPOMHEIX Tommopa. Ho BCE 3TO He BaXHO, BaXKHO TO, YTO
3TO...

- Marust mpu3biBa. - Tuxo cka3ana MHe Kiap, HO g ¥ caM yxKe Joragascs...

HaxkoHelr To 5T HAIIET €€, Temeps 5 elre Ha 1 mar 6nuxke K AHxkenruke. OT 0CO3HAHUS 3TOT0, MOE
HACTPOEHME B3JIETEJIO IO Mpefieria, a Ha JIKIle PacliBeia IIynas yibioKa.

- Cnymaﬁ CTapHUKdH, JIaBafI TakK, Thl MHE HE€ MEIIA€Illb, a 4 HEe TPOr'al0 TBOIO 3BEPYIIKY, I/IJIéT? -
KoHeuHo MHe HE0X0Ta KalleYuTh WU Y6I/IBaTB €ro, 3TO XKe MOTeHIINaIbHBIN YUUuTeJIb MaTl'uH IIPHU3bIBA.

- Kto TyT crapukan?! {1 I'punonsn baM, IpUABOPHEIYA Mar ero KOpPOJIeBCKOro BricouecTBa HO0nus
Benukoro! B3sats ero! - Eiie oguH gypak...

[MTo3amu s ycnbiman rojgoc Cama:
- Upuor... - Kak Xxe st ¢ TOOOH COTJIaceH. ..

[To KoMaHfe CTapyUKa YeT0BEK-HOCOPOT OPOCHUIICS Ha MEHS, 3aMaXUBasiCh [JIs yapa IIPaBbIM
TOIIOPOM, HO 5 IPEeBPATHI MaHy B SHEPTE€TUYECKUH IIUT, ¥ pacciabuBLINCh HAOIIONAN 32 CTAPUKOM,
oT Moero 6e37eiCTBUS Y CTapuKa MTOSIBUIACh pafoCTHAs yybliOKa, HO HE Ha HOJTO...

Korpga TOIIOP KOCHYIJICA IITHTA, IIPO3BYyYall T‘pOMKI/Iﬁ 3BEHSIIHAN 3BYK, TOIIOP HOCOPOra IIpoCTO
Pa3jioOMaJICd Ha MHOI'O MaJIEHBKUX KYCOYKOB... A OH OKa3hkIBaeTCS CUIbHBIM.

Kcratu, moxoxe, 4TO MaHy MOTY BUIETh TOJIBKO 5, Be[lb KOTa s cIpariuBai Kisp mpo To, Kak oHa
CO30AET OTHEHHEIE IIaphl, TO OHA OTBETHUJIA, YTO BCE UTO €l HYKHO, TaK 9TO IIPOYUTATh 3aKIMHAHUE,
M OHO ILIIap yXe B PYyKe...

BoT 1 ceifyac BHIIIIO TaK 3Ke, MO IITUT ObIT U3 YUCTOW MaHBI, @ 3HAYUT BCEM IT0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO TOIIOP
HOCOPOXKKH cjoMasicst 00 BO3yX, U U3-3a 3TOTO BCe elrle 60sblie 0QUTENH. ..

[Toka HOCOPOT 3aMaxXBaJICs yzKe JIEBEIM TOIIOPOM, 51 CO37all He0ObIlloe BETPSHOE NIe3BUE, U
paspesa’t KUBOTHOE 10 BEPTHUKAJIM, TaK YTO YAAPUJI BTOPEIM TOIIOPOM O IIUT y2Ke He HOCOPOT, a ero
7eBas 4acThb...

Bort Teneps, 61aromaps KpOBU HOCOPOTA, BCE CMOTJIM PACCMOTPETh MOM IUT, KOTOPBIM YaCTHYHO OB
B KPOBH...



- UTo 3TO 3a 3aIIuTa TakKas, YTO CMOTJIA YCTOSTH IO yAapoM JeMOHUYECKOTr0 porada?! - 3akpudan
TO JIU B YAUBIIEHUHU, TO JIX B CTPaxe CTapukaH... Kakoi Hadur poray, 3To 3Ke HOCOpPOT...

- §1 Te6Ge Gornbllle CKaxy, MO¥ IIUT eIlle U Balll MeTeop Beimepxkail. - CKa3a s CO 37I006HOM YXMBIIKOH
KOPOJTIO.

OT MOUX CJIOB Mar BIIajl B CTYIIOD, OH ABHO HE B KYpPCe€ [eJl, d BOT KOPOJIb CHa4YaJla YOUBHUJICSA, a IIOTOM
3aTpsACCA OT CTPaxXa elle CHUJIbHee.

- o TebGst BUIUMO JOMEPIIO M3-3a Yero 5 3[ech, He mpaBaa Ju? - 3afast s BOIIPOC, OTBET Ha KOTOPHIH
yXKe 3Hajl.

P.S.

Pe0sT, 51 3a60e, Tak YTO rJIaBhl OYAYT BEIXOAUTHL BCETO 10 1 B IeHb, Haflel0Ch Ha Ballle TIOHUMAaHHUE...
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