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Ban JIluns cunpsrtan 3Be3nHb KoMiiac, coenarn mar ¥ HallpaBUiIcs Ha IyaHeTy 2KaHb IOHE. B TOT
MUT, KOT7Ia OH Ilepecek rpanuily HeOecHoU ceprl, ero ria3a CBePKHYIN XOJIOIHBIM OTHEM.

Eme cHapyu IJIaHETH OH [TI0YYBCTBOBAJI 3TO, Ha 3eMJie Bce OBUIO B pPyuHAaX, a 110 Heby pacXOouIuch
BOJIHBI CHJTEI BeCCMEPTHBIX, 0YEBHUIHO, 30ECh TOJTBKO YTO ITPOU30IIIIA XKEeCTOKast OUTBA.

OH cpenan rny6oKuit BoX, ¥ 60:KeCTBeHHEIM CO3HAHUEM yBU[IeN CUIyaT JIio Meii, Ha 10Te IJIaHeTh
XKaup IOHEb.

JIto Meli HEMHOTO W3MEHUIIaCh, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, [0 CPAaBHEHHMIO C IIPOIIJILEIM, OHA CTaJla eIre
IpeKpacHee.

HaXMypI/IBIl[I/ICb, Ban JIuHb coenan mar 1 ucuye3 Ha MeCTe, a KOTrfa IOSBUJICS BHOBB, OH yXKe OBIIT Ha
102KHOM TI0JIIOCe, uX ¢ JIto Men pa3gendino paCCTOAHKE B CTO I2KAHOB.

JIto Mei#t cMoTpesa Ha CUJTY3T B CTa [KaHax OT Hee, U CTPAHHBAIM 0JIeCK B ee Ijla3ax CTaHOBUJICS BCe
spue. Korpa aToT 4enoBek TONMbKO mpubauxkancs K mninaHeTe 2Kaub KOHB, OHa yKe II0YyBCTBOBasIa
3HAKOMOE OILIyIleHNe OT HETro, HO ero BUJ Ka3aJiCsa el COBepIIeHHO HE3HAKOMEIM.

OHa HUUEro He TOBOpPHIIA, TOJIBKO CIIOKOMHO CMOTpe€JIa Ha Ban JIuus.

Bas JIuHb TOKe IOCMOTPEJT Ha Hee U CIIOKOWHO cKa3as: «THl Bedb y2Ke BCeX yOuIa, MOKeIlb
YXOMUTHY.

[Tocyne TOTo, KAk OH OKa3aJiCcs 3[ecCh, eMy CTaJlI0 UHTepecHOo, mouyeMy JIto Meii mosiBuiach 30ech, Ha
102KHOM Tomtoce. OnuH B3rsg 602KeCTBEHHOT0 CO3HAHUS, U OH yBUeN ABoMHUKA CyHb CU BHU3Y,
BHYTPH YKpeIJieHHOro ropofa. [Tociie HeclmoXHbIX pa3MbIIIIEHUI OH MOHSJ BCe, OT Haydasa JI0
KOHIIa.

Hy 4To X, eciiu 9T TPOe PEIInIK TaK IOCTYIUTh, TO ¥ OH He GyJeT COBATLCS B 3TO AEJIO0, C HETO
XBATHUT U TIOKA3HON 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH.

Ho BoT ot uero cepatie BaH JIuHS neliCTBUTENIBHO [IOTSXKENEI0, TaK 3TO OT YPOBHS KyIbTUBaLUU JI10
Meu, Belb OHa JOCTUTITIA MO3OHEN 3aBepIIeHHOu cTaguu Bo3Hecenus. OT 9Toro 3pauku BaH JInHS
e[Ba 3aMEeTHO Cy3HUJIHCE.

«Kak J[to Mey cMoria JOCTUYb TAKOTO YPOBHS KYJIbTUBALUMY, HEYKEIIU 3TO KaK-TO CBA3aHO C
IpeJKOoM KiaHa XyaHb... HaBepHSKaA Tak U ecTh!» Ban JIuHb nmpobexkan B3rigmoM 1o JIo Mel, u B ero
rja3ax MeJIbKHYJIO 03apeHue.

«Ee Teso Bce ellle OKPYXKalOT OCTaTKU CUIE BecCMepTHHIX, CKOpee BCero KyNbTUBalus Obla
TIOBHIIIIEHA KEM-TO IIPUHYAUTENIbHO, OMHAKO TaKUM 06pa30M MOBHIIIIEHHAS KYJIbTUBALIUS - 3TO BCETO
JIUIIb TTPOPEIB KOJTMYECTBA CUJTBI BeCCMepTHBIX, HO MIOHUMaHKe JOMeHa ONpefe/IeHHO He CMOXKET
IOCTUYh TAKOT'O JKe YPOBHS!»

JIro Meut npucMoTpenach K Bas JInHIO U TUX0 cupocuna: «Mul paHbllle HUKOTa He BCTPeYauch?»
Ban JIunb 6e3pa3nuyno 6pocun: «Het!»

JIio Meii monro cmoTperna Ha Ban JIuns, 3aTeM Ha ee ry0ax MOSBUTIACH JieTKas yAbI0Ka, CIIOBHO OOy



BECEHHUH BeTEep, HO IIPH B3TJIsAg€ Ha Hee I'lla3a Ban JIuHS ocTanuch CIIOKOMHBIMU, KaK BOMa.

«XBaTUT, NI0Ka A ellle He U3MEeHUJI CBOe pelleHnue, 1 yXoxy!» ['onoc Ban JIuua coenasnca negsaHsM,
OH JTIOTO HEHaBU[IEN 3Ty YILIOKY JIto Meii, Ha mnaHeTe Cy3akKy OH Obllla TOYHO TaKOM XKe.

B3arnap JIro Meu cTan HesiICHEIM, OHA TUXO IIpou3Hecsa: «He gymarna, 4ToO TBOS KyJIbTHBalUs
[OCTHUIJIa TAKOI'0 YPOBHA. [laxke s He MOT'Y ee pasrisifieTh...»

Bau JIuHb HaXMypHUJICS, XOJIOMHO B3T/IsAHYN Ha JIio Meii u pa3BepHYIICs, 4TOOH yUTH. Pa3 yxK 3Tu
TPO€e PEIININ OACTPAax0BaThCs C IIOMOIIBI0 ABOMHUKOB, eMy 60Jibille He OBUI0 HE0OXOOUMOCTHI
y4acTBOBATh BO BCEM 3TOM.

«Ban Jlunb, T TpaBga AyMal, 4To 5 He y3Hato Te0s1?» B ronoce JIio Meit CKBO3UI JIEASTHON XOJIO.

[ITaru Bau JIuHs 3aMepiy, OH pPa3BEPHYJIICS, €ro I'la3a CBEPKHYIH JIbIOM, U OH CKa3as: «K yemy 3Tu
TIPOBEPKH, [1a, 1 ¥ ecTh Ban JIuab. Ecniu TH Oymens Tako# ke MpUCTaBy4Ye, Kak Ha miaHete Cy3aky,
He 00BUHSH MEHS B TOM, 4TO g yObIO TeOs!»

HyuieBHOe cocTosiHue JIto Meit OBIIO COBEPIIIEHHO TPOTUBOIIOIOXKHEIM €€ BHEITHEMY CIIOKOMCTBUIO. B
ee ceplle MOTHSIKNCH BRICOKHE BOJIHEI, OHA HMKaK He MOTJIa OKHuIaTh, YTO B PeruoHe IaHeT JIo
Tsub BcTpeTuT Bau JIuH. Y K TOMY Ke ero KyJIbTUBaLUsSI OYOeT TaKOM CUIbHOM, YTO OHA HEe CMOXKET
€e pasrsaaeTh.

KapTuns npomnoro, ogHa 3a OJHOM, 3aMeNnbKau mepeq ee rna3amu. OHa cMoTpena Ha Bau JIunsg, u
CJI0KHOE BBIpaKeHUe ee B3rJigfa CTAHOBUIIOCH BCe 3amyTaHHee. OHa Tuxo npousHecna: «Kpome
Tebs, HUKTO He MOT CMOTPETh Ha MEHSI TaKUM XOJIOMHBIM B3TJISIIOM. Thl U3MEHUJICS BHEIIHE,
M3MEHUJICS TIOTHOCTHIO, HO 9TOT B3TJISM TaK U OCTAJICA IPEeXXHUM. MHe IyMaeTCs, YTO ThI AJIS TOTO U
PelIuI U3MEeHUTHCS, YTOOH S He CMOTJIa Y3HATh Te0s».

Bas JIuHb HAXMyPUJIICS, XOJIOOHO ITOCMOTpe Ha JIto Meit, u 6pocun: «$1 roBopio Tebe mOCIeqHMI pa3,
youparics!»

JTto Meit KOKeTIUBO YIBIOHYIaCh, CTPAaHHOE BEIPAXKEHME B ee B3TJISAIe UCUYEe3]I0, @ Ha CMEeHY eMy
nputien xonon. OHa MITKO ITpou3Hecsa: «TBos KyJIbTHUBALMS TOYHO He MOXKET OBITh BHIIIE MOEH,
HaBepHSKA Thl HCIIOIb3Yelllb KaKo#-To apTedakT unu 60KeCTBEHHYI0 CTIOCOOHOCTDb, YTOOH CIIPSATATh
ee. Cerogus Tebe Bce xKe He CTOUT YXOOUTH».

B rrazax Bau JIuHS CBepPKHYIM XOJIOIHbBIE BCIIBIIIKY, OH TIOMHSII IPaBYI0 PYKYy U yKa3al rnepen coboii,
13 Hee BMUT BeIpBasics BeTep [lanbila OpuHoKoro OTHS, MPEBPATUBIINCH YEPHOU BCIIBIIIIKOM, OH
nosieTen nIpsaMo K JIro Meii. Buxps maibija NOGHST B BO3AyXe KOJbIla BOJIH, OT KOTOPHIX Pa3faluch
packaThl rpoMa.

Co cBuctoMm Buxpsb Ilanbiia OguHokoro OrHs npubnuxkancs K JIro Mel, HO ee MUI0 ObIJIO CTIOKOMHEIM,
OHa HENPUHYKIEHHO CIIOXUIIa U3SIIHYIO PYKY B 3aK/IMHAHWY, ITOSBUJIACH ITe4aTh, KOTOpas
chopMupoBana nepen Hex cBepKaromuil skpaH. Korga Buxps Ilanbia OpguHoKOTo OTHS KOCHYJICS
9KpaHa, pa3faics rpoMonono0HEIN yaap, BOKPYT PacChIIaauch MOTHHUY, a Ha CaMOM 3KpaHe
TIOSIBUJIUCH 0€CUMCTIEHHbIE TPELUHEL.

JTio Meii mokayasa IojioBOM U TUXO CKa3aja: «3HaYHUT, s He omubyIach, U TBOS KyJIbTUBALUS
OEeMCTBUTEJIbHO HAaXOMUTCS Ha HavaJIbHOU CcTaguy Bo3HeceHus».

T'onoc Bau JIuHs ObIT XOJOOHEIM, OH MEeJIEHHO IIPOU3HEC: «Y HAaCUIbHO MOBBLIIIEHHON KYJIbTHBAIIUN
CITUIIIKOM MHOT'0 HEe[OCTaTKOB, HaBEepPHSKa TBOM ITOKPOBUTEIH CAEIAJ 9TO C KAKOW-TO MHOU IIebio!»



JIto Mett cnerka yneibHynack u ckasdana: «U 4to ¢ Toro? Ceropus Tebe He cOexaTh, ecyiu Ob TBOS
Ky/IbTUBAIMS He OoCcTUTIa Bo3Hecenus, s Owl elrle mogyMasna. Ho pas yX Thl JOCTUT 3TOTO YPOBHS,
CEerofiH4 5 3aBepllly Bpaxny, KoTopas Hayanach Mexkny HaMmu Ha Cy3aky. [103Boyib MHE BOCCOEOUHUTD
Tebs ¢ JIu My BaH...»

«Tebe koHen!» Bau JIuHb ymapui 1o CyMKe, U U3 Hee TYT Ke CO CBUCTOM BhUIeTesa ¢hopMauus Mevei
Cemu 3Be3[, NIPeBPaTUBIIKCH B CEMb PafyT Medel, OHU MMOHECTUCh K JIio Meid.

BripaxeHnue JIto Mel 0CTajI0Ch CIIOKOMHBEIM, OHA ITaIbuMKOM KOCHYJIAaCh TOUKM MeXay OpoBel, 1 Ha
3TOM MeCTe CBepKHYJla KpaCHas BCIHIIIKA. B OMHO MTHOBEHUE 3Ta BCIIBIIIKA CTajla ipue, HaKPHIB ee
co0011, 3aTeM KpacHHIM CBeT Hadan o0peTaTh popMy, ITOKa He IIPeBpaTUiIcs B 00pa3 [eBYIIKHU.

OTa [eByIIKa BHTJIsAAEIa BHICOKOMEPHOM, €€ Tlla3a CBETUIUCH IPOCThIO, OHA OBITIa HEBEPOSTHO
npekpacHoi. Ee packockle mpekpacHhIe TJIa3a C HEHABUCTHI0 00paTUiIuch K BaH JIuHIO.

['ma3a Ban JIuHSA BCHOBEIXHYIU APKUM OTHEM. «XOHT [u!»
OTa meByIIKa OeiCTBUTENbHO Oblyta XoHT [u!

XoHr [lu X0/I0gHO ycTaBUiach Ha BaH JIMHS, 3aTeM POBHBEIM TOHOM IIpOM3HECHA: «Bpaxnga MexXay
HaMU TOXe [OJIXKHA Pa3pellnThCs!» JOroBOpUB, OHA yapuia 110 CYMKe, U B ee PyKe TyT XKe
OSIBUJIACh OfHa KpacHas po3a. OHa chefnajia B3Max BIepeq, U BCe JIeTIeCTKU B3JIETEJIU B BO3[YX,
3aTeM MOHECNTUCh K Ba JIuHIO ¢ HEOOBIYHOM CHUIIOM.

«Y4T0 3TO0 3a 60KecTBeHHas CIIOCOOHOCTh!» 3pauku BaH JIMHS Cy3uIUCh, TOJIBKO YTO Ha €ro riasax
JIto Meii npeBpatuiack B X0oHT [[1, ¥ K TOMY K€ CO CBOel Ky/bTUBalLlell OH 00KeCTBEHHBIM
CO3HaAHMEM MOT Pa3[IMYUTh, YTO 3TO, 0YEBUAHO, Oblyia HacTosmas XoHr [Iu, 6e3 eqUHOTO cliefja ayphl
JIto Mei1.

[IpoTuB NeTAIUX K HEMY JIeNeCTKOB, BaH JIMHb CITOXKUII PYKU B 3aK/IMHAHKU, €T0 Oyllla OTHana
npukas, u hopmanus Mmeuet Cemu 3Be3[ HeMeJIeHHO MpuOnIu3uiack K HeMy, o0pa3oBaB KpyT.
BricTpo Bpamasch, Meuu Co37any IIOTOK BETPa, KOTOPBIM CO CBUCTOM pa3pe3all BCe 3TH JIENIeCTKH Ha
MeJIKie KYyCOUYKH.

Xomop BO B3rjsige XOHT U cTall ellle CUIbHEe, OHa B3MaxHyJla [IpaBOi PYKOU U BIIEpe[ BhUIETEIIN
ocTaTKu OyTOHa PO3Hl. 3aTEM OHA HECKOJILKO pa3 HaxKasa Iepef coboi 1eBoM PyKoii, BeCh OyTOH
coOparicst BoeouHO U C(pOPMUPOBAJI B BO3AyXe PyHY. XOHT [I1 KOCHYJIach ee, U pyHa CO CBUCTOM
IojieTeNa BIepes, B IIOeTe HEMIPEPHIBHO YBEJIMUMBAsICh, II0Ka, HAKOHEL, He CTajla pa3MepoOM B CTO
nxKaHOB. CJTOBHO OTPOMHBIN TOPHBIY MUK, OHA Havasla IafaTh Ha Ban JIuns.

B3arnspg Ban JIuHS CBEPKHYJT XOJIOMHOW BCIIBIIIIKOM, OH ITOMHSII ITPABYI0 PYKY ¥ yKa3as B HeGeca, He60
TYT 2Ke IIpope3aJjia BCIbIIIKa MOJIHMY, U BBEPX BBIPBAJICA OJIMHHBIN OTOK 2Kentoro cToyHMKa
MepTBenia. Pa36us pyny, CTOYHMK BHYTPU HAIIOIHUIICS KPOBABHIM [I0XKOEM, ITOf yIIpaBieHneM BaH
JIMHS OH IIpeBpaTHUJICS B KeJITOr0 fpakoHa, KOTOPhY 06epHycs BOKPYT XoHT [Tu. OnHO OBUXKEHUE, U
ee 3aTaHyso BHYTPE XKenroro Mcrounuka MepTsena.

['maza XoHr [l CBEpPKHYIU IPKUM OTHEM, OHa CIIOKOMHO cKa3ana: «[lonumanue [Iytu! Tak 3HAUUT
THL 00pes1 noHuManue Ilytu!»

Bau JIunb x05omHO GHIPKHYI, U3 MICTOYHKKA pa3falicsl CBUCT, TaK YTO faxke Hebeca IIOMEPKIIH,
3aTeM BHYTpU MICTOUHMKA 3aCBEPKAJIM BCIIBIIIKY MOJTHUM, KOTOPHIE CHENIali eT0 MOIIb elle CUTbHEE.

XoHr [11, B MOMEHT OTIaCHOCTH, CHOBA KOCHYJIaCh TOYKHM MeXky OpoBeii, B 9TOT pa3 ee HaKPhIJIO



JKEeNTHIM CASTHUEM, a KOT[la CUSHUE UCYe3]I0, Ha €€ MeCTe MOSBUJICS XyIeHbKUU CUITYIT.
«JIamiomKa.. . »

B aTom croBe OblyTa KaKasi-TO CTPaHHAs Cuia, KoTopas 3actaBuma 2Kenteiit McTounuk Ban JIuns
BOPYT 3aMepeTh.

«4xkoy Xy...»

Ta xyneHbkas neBuoHKa Onina Yxkoy 2Ky, OHa MCIyraHHO IIoCcMOTpesia Ha BaH JIMHS, pacKphIB
OTPOMHEIE TTIa3a, Ha ee JUIe OTPA3uICTd CTpax.

«JIgmromiKa, 51, HAKOHeIl, Halaa Te0s, He 6pocait MeHsT 00JIbIIe, JTagHO?»
B rna3ax Bax JIuns orpa3unack 007b, OH 3akpuyast: «XBaTurt, JIio Mei!»

XKenteii UcTouHUK MepTBelia 3akpyTuics, u Teno Yxkoy XKy 3aTsHyn0 BHYTpb MICTOYHUKS, B ee
rja3ax 0Tpas3wics yKac U HellOHUMaHue, Iaad Ha Ban JIues, oHa Havasa iakaTh, ¥ TUXO CKa3asa:
«JIsimIoIKa, TH X04elnb youts 2Ky Ip?»

«3JT0 BCe Uo3us...» Ban JIuHb cuenan riny0oKuil BOOX, B Aylle MPUHSI pelieHue, KeToii
VicTOYHUMK TIpeBpaTUiICcs B opyaue yourcTBa, chOpMUPOBal HaCTOSAIIKAYM CMePY, KOTOPHIM BOIIET B
Teso Yxkoy 2Ky, ¥ BOT-BOT [LOJIKeH ObLI IIOTTIOTUTH ee 6e3 ocTaTKa.

B 5TOT MOMEHT 3X0M pa3fascs cnabblii roJoc.
«Tau XKy...»

9TOT roJIoC KOJIOKOJIOM pa3falics B Tejle BaH JIuHA, U OH yBUell, Kak u3HyTpu XKenroro McTouHuKa,
yepes pacCTOsIHKEe B BOCEMb BEKOM, Ha HETO CMOTPUT MaTyIlKa, rJ1a3aMu, TOJIHEIMU JOOPOTH 1
JIaCKH.

Ceppue Ban JIuHsg gporuyso.

Ero pyka Takxe 3agpoxara, ¥ ZKenteii UcTOUHUK MepTBelia pa3pyLIuiacs, IPeBPaTUiICa B IyCTOTY
u ucuyes 6e3 ocTaTka.

['ma3a Bas JIuHS NONBIXHYIM KPACHBIMU OTHSAMU. «ITO... TOXKE UJIIIO3UI».

«Wnmo3us... Bau JIuns, moit [OpsaBonbekuit [IyTe Oecstu Tricsu Mnmo3uit MOXKeT ObITh ¥ PeasibHbIM,
¥ HepeanbHEIM!» ["ommoc JIto Meu pa3paics 0TKy[Aa-TO U3 IyCTOTHI.

Yxkoy XKy u XoHr [I¥ MaTepuaJIu30BaIuCh U3 BO3[yXa, XU BMECTe C HUMU II0IBUJICA TaKxXe oTell Ban
JInHS, KOTOPBIM CMOTPEII Ha HETO IIPUBETIIUBEIM B3IJISIIOM.

«BaH JIuHb, TH BCe ellle IOMHUIIIL MeHS...» Vi3 mycToTH BhIlen Ban YKo, ceityac oH Oosblle He OBl
OPSIXJIBIM CTAPUKOM, a CHOBA CTaJl TEM IIOJIHBIM 3HTY3Ma3Ma MOJIOALIM IIapHEM.

«Y4eHUK, Thl HEIIPEMEHHO J0JIXKEeH COXpaHUuTh UCTOKU LIIkomel Ounienus [lyu...» cTapueCcKuu
ronos [lys TsHs, BMeCTe C er0 CUJIy3TOM, ITOSABUJICS U3 HUOTKYZA.

Bcnen 3a 3TUM, OMH 3@ OMHUM, U3 MTYCTOTH IOSIBNISIINCE 3HAKOMbIe BaH JIMHIO NT0qu, OHU MOJT4a
cMoTpenu Ha Bau JIMHS, ¥ UX B3TJIAb ObLIM pa3HBIMU. 3agyMUYUBEIMU, Pa304apOBaHHBIMH,
PAIOCTHEIMHU, TTE€YATLHEIMH. ..



B Bo3myxe CBEpKHYJIa CUHSS BCIIBIIIKA, 00ePHYBIIASCS AEeBYIIKON. JTa AeByliKa Owina Jlu My Bas!

JIu My Ban nnocMmoTtpena Ha BaH JIuHs, B ee B3rJIg[e oTpa3ulachk HEXKHOCTh, OHA TUXO CKa3aja: «Ban
JIHb, S TOXKe - BCEro JIUIIb UIIJTIO3UI ?»

OHa cTosi1a psioM ¢ MaTepbio Baw JIuHs, CITOBHO MaTh U I04b, OHU 00e CIIOKOWHO CMOTPENTH Ha HETO.

«IpgBonsckuy I1yTe [ecsatu Tricsiu Unnto3uid...» Bas JIuHb epeBOOUI B3TJISA C OGHOTO 3HAKOMOT'0
yeJioBeKa Iepef HUM Ha JpPYToro, U B ero Ijla3ax oTpakasaach 00J1b. 3aKPHIB I'J1a3a, OH THXO0
npousHec: «[IpsaBonbckuil [1yTte ecatu Tricay Unmo3uil, Tak Xke Kak 1 U3HavanbHbIM [IyX
HebecHoro [IpsiBOIa, KOTHa OH BXOUT B TEJIO, TO pa3XKUraeT OroHb M3HayanbHOTO [lyxa, KOTOPHIH
YHUAUYTOXKAET TeJIo U ceppue... JIto Mel, HaCKOJIbKO ke BejluKa TBOS HEHaBUCTh KO MHeE, pPa3 ThI C
TAKUM HEBEPOSITHHIM TPYZOM coOpajia BMeCTe MOe IIPOILIIOe...»

Bce 3HaKOMBIE MY JIIOU B 3TOT MUT IIPEBPATHIMCE B TOTYy00i JBIM, KOTOPBIN CJIOBHO TAPSIIUM
TyMaH 3akjyOumncs BoKpyr BaH JIuHS U BOIIEI B €T0 TEJIO.
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