AmtomuCcMeHTH Ha IIJIOLIAAY elIle JOJIr0 He CTUXasy, noka JIuwe JIu He mogorien K TpubyHe ¢
YITIBIOKOM.

Korga JIun JIu BeIeT Ha TPUOYHEI, IIJIOIIAAL BHE3AITHO 3aTUXJIA, U BCE aBTOMATHYECKH YCTYIIUITH
eMy pmopory. ['ma3a, HalmoJTHEeHHBIE BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU 9MOIUSIMH - JTI0OOMBITCTBOM, 3aBUCTHIO,
BOCXHUIIIeHHEM U 01aroroBeHreM - ObIJIM HAllPaBJIeHH Ha JIMII0 MOJIOJOT0 Mara. HuKTo He 3Han
IIPOUCXO0XKIEHNE 3TOro Mojiomoro Bomme6noro CTpenka, KOTOPHIM MOSBUIICS KaK KOMeTa; HUKTO He
3HaJI, Ha YTO OH ellle CII0COo0eH.

OHM 3HaJIU TOJILKO OIHO - ITOCJIe 3TOM AY3JIU 3TOT MoJIofmol BommebHb CTpesoK CTaHeT caMoii
OCJIENUTENbHOY 3Be3101 HaB [IKkappocyce!

Jlun JIu nogoren K TpuOyHaM B OKPYKEHUU Pa3HBIX B3rIsgoB. CHavyasa OH IOMPUBETCTBOBA
nyONnuKy ¢ yIBI0KOM, 3aTeM HallpaBUJICA IIPSIMO B TONNY u o6Hapyxku [IxKepruaHa, KOTOPHIM IPHITal U
Kpryarl.

-«IT030BUTE HECKOIBKUX BOJIIEOHBIX CTPENIKOB U3 TUJIHAUM, YTOOHI IIOMTH CO MHOM B CEMbIO MepIuH.
MHe HYKHO HaWTH [IBYX 4YesioBeK». Korma JIun JIu 3aKOHYM IPEIOKEeHNe, OH BAPYT YBUAET, YTO
MecTo, rge cupen Ctapeld MepnuH, yxKe nycTtoBano. OH He MOT He CIIPOCHUTh:

-«['me Ctapbiii Mepnuu?»

-«A?»

I>xepraH 00epPHYJICS U MOHSJI, YTO €T0 CTaphl COMePHUK M3ThIO CKPHITHO yiesn. Ho Temeps, Korga
pe3ynbTaT OBl U3BeCTeH, [I:xKepuaHy ObI0 HamieBaTh Ha Ctaporo MepnuHa.Hy u 4To, eciu oH ObLI
ApxumMarom? [IKepraH MOT BHIIUTEL OyTHIIKY 3embs [IpoOyKoeHus ¥ BEIOPOCUTE ellle OfHY, U IIPU
39TOM YTOMUTH €ro A0 cMepTu. CTapruK CaMO0BOJIbHO YXMBIIbHYIICS.

-«J10JKHO OBITH, OH CIIPSITAJICS IIOIJIaKaTh, YBUIEB, UTO €TO CHIH YMED...

-"O, BepHO, a KOr0 Thl XOUYelllb HalTU B ceMbe Mepnuu?"

-«Y MeHd eCTh [1Ba Ipyra, 3axBaueHHble KpoMBeneMm».

-«Yept nobepu! Y sToro ManeHbpKoro yoimonka KpomMsens eCTb MyKeCTBO, OH BCe PaBHO 4YTO TO
TIOATIOPTHMJI, Jaxe Korpa cobupaics ymepeTs. [loiineMm, g nmoiny ¢ To6oi. 4 Oyny Kak pa3 BOBpeMs,
4yTOOB! YBUAETH, KaK 3TOT Aypak MaThio miader ... Xa-xa!»



-V Bac ecTn OIHIT ..."

970 OBUIO MEeHee 4eM uepes [Ba Yaca I10CjIe OKOHUYaHUS I0eOUHKA; TUAEPH CHJI, KOTOPHIE TOJIBKO YTO
BEPHYJIKUCH IOMOH, MTOJTy4UIH COOOILIeHNe TI0YTH OfHOBPEMEHHO - [IJ)KepuaH CHOBa BHIIIEN Ha
IIPOTYJIKY!

I>XKepraH, KOTOPHIM eXaJl BEICOKO, IIeJT Biepenu Toimkbl. OH Kadascs BCEM CBOMM TYYHBIM TEJIOM, KaK
OynTo 60sJICs, UTO APYTUe MOTYT He YBUAETDb €T0 TEMIIepaMeHTa BHICKOYKY . PAIOM ¢ HUM e
nobeguTeNnb Tya/u Ha [17oIagy fHEBHOTO CBeTa, TOT, KTO TOJIbKO UTO mobGenus Bosme6Horo
CTpenKa YeTHPHAALATOTO YPOBHS - DemuKc.

Ho Y MOJIOAOT'O Mara, Ka3aJIOCh, ITIOCTOSIHHO Onlna 6ecrIoMOIIHAS YJ'IBI6Ka Ha JInIle, 1 OH BHITJIAOEIL
TakK, CJIOBHO XOTEJI OePXKaThbCsA IIOAAJIbIIIEe OT H}KepHaHa...

Y no3amu 3TUX ABYX Jiofel Oblia rpymna Bonme6Hbx CTPeIKOB, KOTOPHIE BHITTISAENH CBUPENo, Kak
cTast BOJIKOB.

3a moclenHue NeCcITh THEM UMEeHHO Mary, I0X0XKe Ha BOJIKOB, HATJISAHO U UHTYUTHUBHO
IIPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAJIH, KaK OAHIUT BHTIISOUT Ha CaMOM fefie.

Becs [Ixkappocyc Oy Ha HOrax, Kak TOJIbKO 3Ta IpyIina Jiofel Briliia u3 U3yMpynHou bamrxu.

JIumb CIycTs mojidyaca JTUOephl CUJI HaKOHeIl pacciaabunuck. [IoToMy 4TO OHM IOJTy4YUJIM U3BECTHUE,
YTO JI0Y U3 [UNIbIuy Maruu IPUOLITA B CEMbIO MepIuH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHU [AEUCTBUTENIbHO XOTEJIA MPOKPUYaTh TpEeXKpaTHoe "ypa!"

Cembst MepnuH pacrosioranach Ha ceBepe ropofa. XoTs OHU OBITH He TakK 00TraThl, KaK ceMbs MaHH,
foraTCcTBO, KOTOPOE OHY HAKOIUJIU 3a CTOJIETHS, TaKXkKe OblsI0 HeoObyaltHEIM. [I0KyIIKa ClIeqyIouux
HECKOJIbKUX yNull Oblla 71 HUX JIUIIb Kamjed B Mope. Ha mpoTsKeHN BEKOB 3Ta TEPPUTOPUS
JKECTKO yIpaBsijiach ceMbell MepnuH, Kak 6yTo 3T0 ObIJI0 MaJleHbKOe KOPOJIEBCTBO CaMo II0 cebe.

HoBocTtu gomnu mo ceMbu MepivH, KaK TOJIBKO ITOMOIIIa ToNNa u3 I'unbguu Maruu. MeHee uem
yepes I9Th MUHYT [[XKepuaH yBUfel IBaHa MepirHa C JI0KUHON MaroB BMeCTe C HUM.

B xaoTuynoM [I;kappocyce, BTopxKeHue B cpepy BIUSHUS APYTOM CTOPOHH 0€3 pa3pelieHus OblIo
TIOYTH PAaBHOCUJILHO HaCMeIlIKe JIUIIOM K Juily. bosee Toro, [[:KepruaH OTKPHITO IIOCTy4all B ABEPL C
HECKOJIbKUMH fecsiTkaMu BommeOrbx CTpenkoB. ITo OBIIO0 I0X0XkKe Ha TO, KaK HACTYIUTh Ha JIUIIO
ceMb¥ MepJuH U MTIOHYTh B HUX.



Ha nure OBana Ovi1 rHEB. OH XOTEJ CIIPOCUTH [[)KepuaHa, YTO OH IOPa3yMeBaeT BOPBABIIKCEH B
cbhepy BIUSHUS CeMbU MepIIMH C TAKUM KOJIMYECTBOM YEJIOBEK.

K coxanenuio, [I;kepuaH He fan eMy TaKoil BO3MOKHOCTU. OH BU[IEJ, UTO 3TO ObIJT IBaH, KOTOPHIH
BBILIIETT MU3[AJIH; 9TOT CTAPUK BHITJISAAEN Tak, KakK Oy[TO OH IepeHec HeCKOIbKO OTPOMHEBIX 00U,

-"EcTb 111 y ceMbu MepnuH Kakue-mub0 MaHepHl, I03BoJIsiomre Tebe, OypaKy, BEIXOOUTEL Ha BCTPEUY
Cc HaMm# ... 'me MaTb10?"

-"[I>xepuaH, YTO THI UMeellb B BUny?" Cembs MepnuH Oblsla CujbHA, ¥ OBINIa TaKXKe MOANEePKKa
Apxumara. 3a 40 51eT XKHU3HU B TAaKOW cpefie IBaH HUKOIIa He MOABEPrajcs I0g00HOMY
ockopbienuio. IIpe3puTesnbHbie cioBa [kepruaHa OYTH B30pBaIu ero 37100y Ha MecTe.

910 OBLI HE TOIBKO IBaH, KOTOPOMY ITOYTH BBHIAYJIO JIETKKE, HO U OI0XKKWHA MaroB, KOTOPHIX OH ITPUBEJT
¢ co6oit. OTu noau OBLIN 3IUTOM ceMbr MepiuH, U XyOIIue U3 HUX MpHUOINKaNIuch K CUiie
Maru4eckoro cTpenka. Kak OHM MOTJIH BHIEpXKaTh 0CKopOeHue? XoTs OHU HE OCMETHBAIUCh
IercTBOBAThL 0e3 MpuKa3a JBaHa, OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX Y3Ke C3KaIU CBOM ITOCOXH.

-"Cpanu nogarnsie! TH ellle He TOTOB TOBOPUTE CO MHOH, BHITAI M3TThIO!"

Hpe}Kne yeM JBaH YCIIeJI 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OOWH N3 MaroB yZKe He MOT’ 3TOI'0 TEPIIETh; OH IIOYTH
IeJjnJICd Ha HOC H}KepI/IaHa, KOTrDa OH OCYyOHII:

-«JI;xepHuaH, ceMbsi MepJIMHOB - 3TO HE TO MECTO, B KOTOPOM MOXKHO CXOJHUTD C yMa, 6eru oOpaTHO B
cBoio ['unpaouio...»

“BOM! n

Hpe}Kne YeM OH yCIIeJI 3aKOHYUTh CBOHU CJIOBA, €TI0 OCTAaHOBHUIJI FOpﬂLT.IPIfI OTHEHHBIN I1ap C OJIMHHBIM
MIBIIAIOIMM XBOCTOM. Kak MOT OH, Mar gecsiToro YPOBHS, BEIOEPZKATE CUILY ApXI/IMal"a? [ToyTu B OOHO
MTHOBEHME HECYACTHHIM Mar IIPEeBPaTUJICA B II€MeJI IO IrOPAINUM OTHEHHEIM IIIaPOM.

Ha ynuie HacTymuia BHe3ammHas TUIIMHA. Y OBaHa ObIIO HeJOBEPYHBOE BhIpaxkeHue nuiia. OH 3HaJl,
yto ['unbaus Maruu Gbiyia mogo0OHa COJHITY B MOJIIeHb B HACTOsIIee BpeMs U uTo [[KepraH Bcerga
OBLT BEICOKOMEDEH, HO OH HUKOTZIa He JyMaJl, YTO 9TOT TOJICTHIM CTapuk OyHoeT HacTOJIbKO
HeoOy3JaHHbIM U TUPAHUYECKUM [0 TaKou crerneHu. OH CTOSNI B chepe BNUSHUS CEMbU MepIUH U
yOHBaJI KOT0-TO, KOT{Ia eMy TaK XOTeJI0Ch, COBEPIIEeHHO He ofpalilasi BAMMaHUS Ha CEMbI0 MepJuH.



OrHeHHBHIH map OB TEM BEIPOM XOJIOMHOM BOMEI Ha TOJIOBY JBaHa. HaKoHeI[ OH BCIIOMHMII, KAKOM
3T0 OBLJI IeHb ...

Mornomo# (papmManeBT CTOSI TaM IeNIkIM U HeBpeOUMBIM. JTO 03Ha4ano, 4To KpoMBerns ...

BBIpa}KeHI/Ie JIIla JBaHa BHE3aIIHO 3aCThHITIO.
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