Kaxk TOnmpKO mBoOe MYXK4YWH OITyTUIINA ﬂHCKOM(bOpT, B KOHII€ YJIMIHI IIOABUIIACE €I1e IBe (1)I/Il"ypBI.

910 OBlNa TakxXKe Mapa CTapuka ¥ oHouru. Ho 1Mo cpaBHEHUIO C IIPebIayIeil mapoii, CTapuk
BBITJISIZIE]T TIOJTHBIM YBEPEHHOCTH, a I0HOIIa 0€CIIOMOIIIHO Kayasl roJIoBOM U B3abxas. [IpucyTcTBue
[IkKepuaHa BCceraa, Ka3auoch, HECJIO 4YyBCTBO oMopa. OH u3faneka npokpudasn Ctapomy Meprnugy,
IIpexkae YeM OH BHIIIESI Ha IJIOoLadb:

-«J1o6poe yTpo, MaThio. Brl ObIIM CIUIIKOM HaIyTraHbl, YTOOBI CIIATh IIPOIINON HOYBIO, HE TaK JIKU?
[TocMoTpuTe Ha TEMHBIE KPYTH IIOf, CBOMMHU IJla3aMu...»

«...» [lonoBuHa JINOEPOB CUJI Ha CTEH[E BHIIIAaJIk B 0Ca[oOK. MoxKeT 1 3TOT CTapHuK OBITH OOJIEE
BBEICOKOMEPHEIM, 0ojiee HEBOCIIUTAHHBIM?

-"II>kepuaH, Thl Kak HafoeanIuBas Mmyxa".

JTuno ctaporo MepnuHa Ob110 6arpoBsiM. OH OPOCHIT XOJIOMHBIN B3TIIA Ha [IKepraHa U MOIIes
IPSIMO K BpEMEHHOU TpubyHe.

-"M>3ThI0, HE CIEIINTE YXOOUTh. Pa3Be Mbl He MOXKeM MMO00IAThCS TOHobIIe?"

I>kepraH oTKa3bIBasics coaBaThCsa. OH ORICTPO mocenoBan 3a CTapsiM MepIuHOM Ha IIOJICTaBKY U
IIJTIOXHYJICS Ha IIOATOTOBJIEHHOE 151 Hero Kpecio. OH faxe 0CTOPOXKHO NOAMUTHYJI CMOTPUTEITIO
Vcaaky, cuneBlieMy IocepequHe U IIOMaHuI ero, YToObl OH CMOT IPUOIU3UTHCS K CTapoMy
Mepnuny.

JIun Jlu cTosinm mocpenu [IHEeBHOM IJIOIIAAM, IIOKOPHO Kadas I'0JI0BOM, Habmogas 3a HagyTou GUrypoi
IIxepuaHa CO CIIMHEL.. -«Temneps, Korga oHu 00a MPUOBIIH, T03BOIbTEe MHE, CMOTPHUTEITIO0, CKa3aTh
apy CJIOB».

Hcaak IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI XaMCTBO H}KepHaHa 1 IMOOHAJICA C MPAMOPHOT'O KP€eCJiia, €ro rojioc rpeMeli
Hap IIoIanabio.

-«Mecs11 Ha3aq ceMbst MepuH U ['unbous Maruu OOrOBOPUINCh 00 aToM nmoenuHke. 4, Mcaak, umero
yecThb OBITH €ro Hag3upaTeeM. {1 cuesaio Bce OT MEHS 3aBUCSIIEe, YTOOL COXPAHUTh
CIIpaBeJIUBOCTh 3TOTO IIOeAuHKa!

-«Temneps O3BOJIbTE MHE NIPEJCTAaBUTh 00€ CTOPOHH oefuHKa. 9T0 Oenukc u3 ['unbouu Maruu
Ixappoca u KpomBens u3 ceMbu Mepiun».

T'omoc Micaaka TOJBKO CHU3WIICS, KOTTla pa3fajuch allJIONUCMEHTEI C TPUOYHBI.



Onu 6v1u nocBsinieHs! KpoMsesio u JIun JIu. B aToM xaoTruHOM ropope [IKappocyce IIoau YBaxKailu
TOJIBKO CUJIBHBIX U CMeNbiX. He3aBUCUMO OT ero cTaTyca, AYS/ISHT, KOTOPBIM OCMEJIAJICS BOMTH Ha
[IHeBHYIO MJIOLIaAb, UMEJI IPaBO Ha anj0fgUCMEHTEL.

Kcaak 3aHsI CBOE€ MECTO IIOf IIyM arIONACMEHTOB, HO ero JIUI0 ObIIO oIHO 3a00T. ITocye 3Toro
moerHKa y ropopa [Ixkappocyc Oosbiiie He OyOeT Mupa ...

CTapBIfI MeanH BCTaJI C YCTAJIBIM B3TJIAOOM. Ero romnoc 3By4aJl XPHUIIJIO, HO OH ABHO OJOCTHUT ymeﬁ y
BCeX.

-«$] TONBKO X04y CKa3aTh, UTO JTI000H, KTO OCKOPOUT ceMbio MepiivH, MOIJIAaTUTCS 3a 3TO».

Ocyxmast o6oromoocTpoe 3amedanue Ctaporo MepiuHa, [I)KepraH, eCTeCTBEHHO, TIOTHSIJICS Ha HOTH.
Ynribka Ha ero myxJiom nuile Obljia BCe ellle TaM, HO ero T0JIOC pa3fasics, KakK IPUTIIyIIeHHbIH TPOM
IIOof OeHCTBUEM Maruu.

-"Jeprt, CeMbst MepnuH, a uTo, ecnu s Te0s1 yHUXKYy?"

[Tnomags [JHEBHOTO CBEeTA BHE3AITHO CTUXJIA; Ha BCEX JIMIaX OBIIN U3yMJIeHHBEIEe BRIpaxKkeHus. HuUKTo
He TIOHSJI, YTO UMEeHHO IIPOU30IIJI0, ¥ OHU IIPOCTO TYIIO CMOTPEJIH Ha ABYX APXUMAaros ... JIUio
craporo MepnuHa Obl710 6arpoOBBEIM, U €T0 B3TJISH ObLT yCTPeMJIeH Ha [[KepraHa, Kak OyITO OH XOTel
UCIENeNuTh ero B3rnsgoM. Ecnu 61 He CMoTpuTens Mcaak, CUASIINY TOCEPENUHE U
yOEPKUBAIONUIUH IBYX MYKYUH, BOIMOXKHO, TPOM301Ia Okl e1fe ogHa OMTBa MEXKIY CaMBIMU
MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIMI Maramu [IkKappocyca Ha TpuOyHax [0 Hadaja Ay3JId BHU3Y.

-«3abymb 06 9TOM, TIOKa 5 He mpemomaM Tebe Ypok. f 3aK0HYY ¢ TOOOM moCciie OKOHYAHUS OY3JTH».
I>kepraH, KOTOPHIM paHbIIle IPOCTO MoAKasbBaa CTaporo MepiuHa, BEIPyTajcs, Kak 0yaTo ero
BBIOpasu KepTBoii. TOMbKO mmoCe BHYyIIEeHUs Ficaaka OH CHUfell C HerogoBaHueM Ha cBoeM MecTe. Ha
TpubyHe OBIJI0 MHOTO ApaMbl, HO BHUMaHue JIuH JIu O6v110 o6paiieHo Ha KpomBens. C opyrou
cTopoHk!, KpoMBenb, Ka3anocs, CUIBHO OTINYaICA OT npoutoro. Ero okpyxasa MoIIHas aypa,
KoTopol y KpoMBerns HUKoraa He Ovino; BomineOHast BoJIHa, HCXOISIast OT Hero, Oblia axke
cunbHee, yeM y JIuns Jln.

CeMbst MepnuH IeWCTBUTENLHO BIeYaTAsET ...

[TouyBCcTBOBaB yauBneHue ot JIuH JIu, Ha yBepeHHOM nulle KpoMBens mosiBUach KeCToKas
yxMblsiKa. OH CTOJIBKO JHEW XKOajJl MOMEHTa, KOr[a BeIMAET Ha Iomanb JHeBHOro ceeTa. OH



HaCIaXkaaJiCs YIUBIEHUEM B rIa3ax JIuH JIu ¥ HaflesijICs, UYTO Mar, KOTOPHIM YHU3UT €T0, TOKaXKeT
BEIpa’KEHUE OTYASHUS U CTPaxa Iepeq JIUIOM abCoTI0THOM BJIaCTH B IIOCIIEAYIOLIEH Ty9IIH ...

VHuxeHue, BrI3BaHHOe YoapoM Bomomana B M3ympynHo# BarrHe, HaBcerma Ob1I0 TTy00KO
BHITPABUPOBaHO B cepane Kpomsens. OH {0 cux mop MOMHUIA, Kak JIuH JIu cMOTpen Ha Hero co
CHUCXOOUTENbHLIM ITPe3PEeHUEM, COBCEM He CUUTAs ero IPOTUBHUKOM CBOETO YPOBHA. "Yaap
Bopomapma" BrIOUT ero u3 M3yMpygHo# GaliHy, YTO ObIJIO CJIOBHO BEIOpachiBAHUEM MeEIIKa C MyCOpPOM.

-"IlaBHO He BUOENUCh, Mar ®Penukc."

KpoMBenb IpuBeTCTBOBAJ €r0 TOYHO TakK Xe, Kak Korpga JIuH JIu HakJIOHUIICS Hal HUM Ha
ctyneHnbkax M3ympymuoit Oamuu. Cepaue KpomBens OBI0 IOTHO MPEABKYIIEHNS, KOTIa OH
IIPOU3HEC 3TO Npefoxenue. OH 0XKuman yBUAETh BRIpaXkeHKe CTpaxa Ha JIUIe CBOETO IIPOTUBHUKA,
KaK, HallpuMep, KOT7la OH JieXall Ha CTyIeHbKaX.

-"IlaBHO He BUHeNuCh, Mar Kpomeens". K coxanenuto, JIun JIu pa3zoyapoBa ero. YauBjIeHUE B €r0
rna3ax ObIJIO TOJIBKO MUMOJIETHEIM, U 3a HUM TI0CJIefioBajia yiasl0Ka, KOTOpyio KpoMBens HeHaBUAEN.
OTa BeXJIMBasl, HO CHUCXOOUTE IbHAS yIhI0Ka MTHOBEHHO HAallOMHUJIA €MY O €T0 YHUXKEHUH.

-«Haperocs, TH ellle CMOXKelllb YIBIOHYThCS 103XKe...» CriaObli 37104 YMBICEN IPOMEeIbKHYII B
CYKeHHBIX TT1a3ax KpomBerns.

-"U tebe Toro X*e."

Kak TOJIbKO OHU BCTPETUIIUCH APYT ¢ ApyroM, CMoTpuTens Mcaak CHOBa IOTHSIICS CO CBOETO MECTa.

-«Kak cMOTpUTeNb, S 3asBIISI0, UTO [Ay3JIb HAUMHAETCS cenyac!»

Kak Tonpko ronoc Mcaaka npo3syy4asi, JIuH JIu m0o4yBCTBOBa/I CUJIBHYIO BOJIHY Maruu. 3aTeM OH
yBULel, Kak KpoMBenb ITONHSAT CBOY II0COX, ¥ OTHEHHBIN IIap OBIMS XBOCTOM DEBEII JIETS K HEMY ...

-"Uept!" JIun JIu cKacTOBas cBOM JneMeHTalbHbM [IUT, TaliHO coXases 0 TOM, YTO KOrga-To OH
Haras Ha Hero YoapoM Bopomaga. OH He TOBKO CIIPOBOLMPOBAJ OUTBY MEXKAY CAaMbIMU
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHBIMU MaraMu [I2Kappocyca, OH Jake Hay4duJI TaKoro ImapHs, Kak KpoMmBeb, OHITH
YMHBIM - OH [laXKe 3HaJl, KaK HaHOCUTH YIIpekKOamIlluil yoap cerdac ...
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