"He To 4TOOHR MHE Hy2KHa OBIJla TBOSI IIOMOIITL Cpa3y, CHayvasa s CHOBA HAJ0XKY MPOKJISITHAE CIIeXKKHU
Ha Jleony."

"¢ b1 mpeamnodesn, 4YTOOH Y MeHs 00Jiblile He ObII0 HUKAKuX Aen ¢ JIeoHou."

"9T0 KaxeTcs ManoBepoAaTHEIM, Kema - ee mobuMunk. [IpocTo yHUYTOXKE 3TOT KPUCTAJI, KakK TOIHKO
BCTpeTUllb JIeOHY B CleAyomui pas."

Cka3zaB 9T0, XaKy IPOTSHYJIa MHEe MaJIEHbKUH KPUCTAJIT Pa3MePOM ¢ GOJIBIION masel. 1 He MOTy
OTKa3aTh, U Y MEHS HEeT APyroro BkIOOPa, KPOMe KaK IPUHSTH ero.

"KOpOHL JZ[afmo OBLI IIPEKPAaCHBEIM YE€JIOBEKOM B TO BpEMs, KOIr'la 4 OCHOBAJIa I/IMHepI/IIO, HWHTEPECHO,
CTAHOBATCSA JIK JIIOOU TJIyII€e€ C KaXKIIbIM IIOKoJIeHueM?"

[Tpenwinyinee MOKOJIeHNE TOXKe OBIJI0 YOUTO MPHU3BaHHEIM repoeM. B To BpeMs IpuHI] ObIJT BCETO
JIMIIb MaJIeHbKUM peOeHKOM, ¥ OH cheflal yKaCHYIO Belllb C 9TOi cTpaHoU. M B caMoM fierie, 4TO Xe
Telepb OenaTh?

“Y MeHs HeT IOCTATOYHO JIofe, YTOOk 3aMeHUTh uX" - cKa3ana Xaky. [Io-Bugumomy, maxe 6e3
reposi HeT HUKAKOM OITaCHOCTH, YTO CTpaHa [laifio pyXHET ... XOTS HUKTO HE MOXKET rapaHTUPOBaTh
COXPaAHHOCTD I'OJIOBH KOPOJISL.

"Kcratu, 00 atom. THl 3Haels, uTo JleoHa He M0OUT OakilaxkaHbl? MoxeT ObITh, Thl MOTJIa OB
pa3buTh OaKIaxkaHHbIE 0TI, YTOOBI OTOTHATHL JIeoHy?"

"..4T0 X, g mogymato. EcTh TakKe BO3MOXKHOCTh UMIIOPTUPOBaTh UX U3 CBATOr0 KoponeBCcTBa,
BEpHO?"

Yro? UMnoptupoBaTh? Pa3pe OakmaxKaHbl HE HOJIXKHEI OLITH OOBIYHEIM OBOITIEM, BEIPAIIMBAEMBLIM B
Vimnepuu? OHU eCTh Ha IIOJISIX HAIllel IepPeBHU, U 9TO TaKxXKe obuMas efa CyKKy0oB.

"A Teneps, Kema... s octaBmio [laiimo Ha TBOe IonevyeHue."

"Tlonyuy nu 5 3a 9TO KaKy0-HuOyab Harpamy?"

"TlaBail TOrOBOPUM O TOM, YTO ITPOU301II0 B [laig0... 0COOEHHO 0 [esaX, Kacawimuxcs POKyKo-TsIH."
"Ila, s 6ymy cTapaTeNbHO OeflaTh CBOI paboTy 6e3 BCKUX xKanoo!"

HUtak, s ocraBnsgio PoKyko B pykax Xaky, a caM JOJI2KeH BepHYThCA B CTpaHy Hanpmo. *Bagox*...
[Tenenoprt] [TenenopT].

*

Kak TONBKO ST BEPHYJICS B TOPO, TaM cobpaiach TONMA. 4 IpoIes B Hee, YTOOR IIOCMOTPETh, YTO
TIPOMCXOMHUT, ¥ YBUE] IPOIABINUITY, IIPUCEBIIYI0 Ha KOJIEHH BO3JIe CBOETO MpHUIaBKa U YTO-TO
6opmouyiyio cede Mo HoC.

"9TOT MUp... pa3Be 3T0 He Mup [KaoMuT]... 3TO He... la ¥ U3HAYAIbHO He OBIJIO TAKOM BEIIH, KaK UTpa
[Kaomurl]... He ... 6b110... MMM? YTo Takoe [HUrpal...? AAaaaax."

Yro ato, "Kao[JMut"? 3Ta MBICIIb MEJIbKHYJIa ¥ MEHS B TOJIOBE, HO OTBET OBbII OUYEBUIEH: 3TO PAOOTHI
JIeoH®I.



OTa [eByIIKa, IOMXKHO ObITh, Oblsta [TeHcelina)]. Ee BOOCH U KoXa HEOORYalHO YX0XKEHH, OHAQ,
BEPOSITHO, HOYb KAKOTO-HUOYOb IBOPSHUHA.

"KOHas mucc, ¢ BaM# BCe B mopsigke?"
"IIpoCTO OCTaBh €€ B IIOKOE, CErOfHSA TaKOe 4acCTo CIy4aeTcs."

"IlaBaliTe 3aKpoeM IIPUIaBOK U IepeHeceM ee B Oojiee 6e30mMacHOEe MECTO.... IOCMOTPUTE, BOH ¥ TOTO
MaJIEHBKOI'0 MaJIbuMKa TOXKe OBLJI0O TaKOe Xe COCTosHue."

... Hy, Ha camMoM feJie 9To He 1pobrema. Tenepb oHU 6e300UIHEIL.
BoT mouemy 51 HampaBWIICS IPSIMO B KOPOJIEBCKU 3aMOK.

KcraTu, Ha 3TOT pa3 MHe [IOBEPUJIM UMIIEPATOPCKUM YKa3 OT XaKy, HO OpacjeT repos Bce ellle BUCUT
y MeHs Ha Illee, TaK 4YTO C 3TUM He [OJIKHO OBITh HUKAKUX ITPOOIEM.

Ho nyurrie He BXOOUTH B 3aMOK C [TeIeopToM] 1 He J00aBIsATh HEHYKHOM MMyTaHHUITE C ©X CTOPOHEI,
TI09TOMY 5 IIPOCTO IIPOMAY YePe3 TIIaBHEIE BOPOTA.

ConpaTel, MOX0XKe, y2Ke BePHYJIUCh HAa CBOU IIOCTHI, S CJIeTKa IIOIMPHUBETCTBOBAJI UX, IIOAHSAB PYKY.
"Mo~~ Mory s IpoiTu?”

“TBl B KOPOJIEBCKOM 3aMKe [laugo, KTO ThI?”

“MeHs TpU3Baiy CIofa Ha OHSX Kak repos, o...? Tl 3a0bIT Moe uio?”

“...nocToii. 3BUHUTE, OXKAJYUCTa, IONOXKAUTE. MHe HYKHO IIOATBEpXKAeHUE.”

['oBOp4, 5 TOKa3as eMy OpacjieT, MeHs IIPOBE/IM B [IOBOJIbHO POCKOIIHYIO IIPUeMHYI0. [Toxoxke, 4To
OHU MOTYT CIIPABUTHCS C 3TOW CUTYyaIMEeN MOKHBIM 00pa3oM.

"Tepoli-caMa Ipullles U3-3a IPefesioB 3aMKa? MHe 04eHb XKaJlb, HO C CETOOHAIIHEr0 YTpa B rOpofe
IJApUT OTPOMHas Hepa3bepuxa...”

"9TO CBSI3aHO C YEM-TO BPOJle HECOTJIACOBAHHOCTHY BOCIIOMUHAHUN? 4 BUIE MHOT'O ITOJOOHEBIX BEIIEH,
IIPOUCXOMSAIIUX 10 BCeMy ropoay.”

"Ila, cap. Bl mpaBel. MBI TOXKe IepeXuBaeM Clly4dau IIOTePU NaMsATH OT HECKOJIbKUX THEU 10
HECKOJIbKHUX JIET... IPOCTUTE, HO MBI, BO3MOXKHO, HE CMOXKEM y3HaTh repos-camy."

TeM He MeHee, 3TOT 6paCJ'[eT OIIpeneJIEeHHO ABJIAEeTCA 3HAKOM Iepos, HO...

[TocKOMBKY 51 He HOCHUII €T0 Ha PyKe, S MOT ObITh IIOAIEIKOM MK 3TO aXke MOT ObITh Opacier,
KOTOPBIY I OTHSINT y Teposi. 4 He cMOTY m30aBUTHCS OT HETO, eclii OyIy HOCUTE €ro Ha PyKe, U 3TO
OymeT MOMM [I0Ka3aTeIbLCTBOM.

[ToHSITHO, KaK 3TO paboTaeT. f pap, 4YTO pelIus He HOCUTD €T0, U 5 YBePeH, YTO OH IIOCTaBIIIETCS C
ele ONHOU-OPYToU CKPHITOM (QyHKLIMEHN... IOCTOMTe? MOXKHO JIX eaKTUBUPOBATh €T0 C IIOMOIIBI0
[BoxxkecTBeHHOTO OymuUIbHUKA]?

"T'epoii-caMa, 5 IOIY4YUJI IOATBEPKAeHNE. KOpOIb celiyac IpuMeT Bac, 0XKayicTa, I03BOJIbTEe
MEeHS OTBECTH BacC K HeMy.”



"Koponn?”

Kakas OricTpasi peakius. Ho moToM g BCIIOMHUJ, YTO XaKy cKa3aja [Koponb mpensiayIero
IIOKOJIEHUS ObUT YOUT IPU3BaHHBIM T€POeM] Ui 4TO-TO B 3TOM pofe. O3HavaeT /i 3TO, YTO [ena,
CBsI3aHHBIE C TEPOEM, SIBIIETCS [l HUX AejlaMy ¢ HauOOIbIIUM IPUOPUTETOM?

Korpga s BoIesn B 3a1 [Jis ayIHeHIUIH, KOPOJIb BCTAJI CO CBOET0 TPOHA, YTOOH! ITOIPUBETCTBOBATE
MEHS, a 3aTeM CKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY.

"T'epoit, MHe O4YeHb XKaJjb, HO, II0XKa/IyHUCTa, HEe THeBaucs."

"Hy-Hy-HY, KOPOJIb, BHl 3aHSJIN IIO3UIUI0, OTINYalIIyocsa Ha 180 rpagycoB B CpaBHEHUU C TOU, YTO
BHI IOKA3bIBaJIM Ha OHSX.”

"...Ja, MHe OYeHb JKaJjlb. ITO MOXKeT OBITh MyCTHIM OIIPaBHaHNeM, HO HAMU MaHUIYyIMPOBaIn."
XM-M-M, Hy, 3T0 npaBpa? KoHedHO, 5 3Ha, 4TO 3TO IIpaBfa.
"TlogHUMHTE TOJIOBY, IIOXKamyiicTa. 4 3mech, 4TOOH IIOTOBOPUTH C BaMU."

"TBost HOOpPOTa IeNCTBUTEIHHO PaHMIa MO€e CepAlle, HO 5T 60I0Ch, UYTO CHOBA BHI30BY TBOW T'HEB CBOMMU
cimoBamu. Korpa 3T0 mpou30uAeT, MoXKayicTa, OTpaHUubCs IUIIh MOE! I0JI0BOK."

Kopomnb rioTaeT CIIOHY ¥ CMOTPUT Ha MeHS C BhIpaXkeHHEM, KOTOPOe yKe CMUPHUJIIOCH C ero
TParuyeckKuM KOHI[OM.

"...y HaC HeT BO3MOXKXHOCTH BEPHYTh I'eposi-CaMy B ero u3HadasbHbIM MUP...! MBI TIOCMeu IpU3BaTh
Te0s 1 BCe XKe... MBL... MHe oueHb kanb! Ho Kak Obl 51 HU U3BUHSAJICS, 60I0Ch, YTO MOHUX CJIOB OymeT
HegoCcTaTo4Ho..."

AX, BOT KakK.

"...HO mmpotano gBa OpacineTa. d moiKeH U3BUHUTLCS Iepef] Apyrou xpabpoi [yIiol, KoTopas ToxXe
Oblia BTIHYTa B 9TO.."

O, ma... u 9T0 ToXe. Ceruac ee 30eCh HET, HO OHA B IIOPSAOKE.

Xaky-caH Bejiejla MHe IIOMTU ¥ HaJaBUTh Ha HEro, HO YTO MHE C 3TUM [JejlaTh?
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