B TOoT MOMEHT, KOorfa MepyuH CIPHITHYII C TPEXTIaBOTO APAKOHA, 10 HET0 JOHECCS He3HAKOMBIN
rojyioc. OH MPOCIeNU 3a 3BYKOM U BCKOPE 3aMETHJI TOJICTOTO CTapHuKa.

«XM?»

YBuUmEB ero, Jaxe CIyCTs CTOJIb IONIT0e BpeMsi, MepIiiuH ¢ TETKOCTHIO Y3HaN ero. BocrioMuHaHwMs,
KOTOPBIE XPaHUIUCE TJTYOOKO IO CJI0eM IPOIIeLINX JIeT, BEIPBAIUCh U 3aIOJIHUIIKA pa3yM MepiuHa.

OH OMHUJI OMHOTO U3 CBOUX «JIyYIIUX Opy3er». HakaHyHe Toro, KakK LlepkoBb CBeTa 3axBaTuia
Brnskyorep-Cuty, MajeHbKUY TOJICTSK ['aTT OfHAXKIEI IOMOT CIIaCTU €ro CECTpy.

«T'aTT...»

Ha ry6ax MepmnuHa nosBuinack cnabas yiaei0ka. Ero ToBapuin 1o urpaM, MajieHbKUM TOJICTHIM ['aTT,
Telephb CTall MIaTKKAM, ITyXJIBIM CTapPUKOM.

«MepmnyuH, 3TO OeUCTBUTEIBHO ThI!»

Crapuk moTepsin map peud. OH HUKOT{la He AyMaJl, UTO UX IIPOI[aHKe PacTsHeTCS Ha OeCSITKYU JeT U
YTO UX BOCCOENMHEHNE MMPOU30UTET IIPU TaKUX 00CTOSITETLCTBAX.

MepnuH MaxHYNI pyKou. EcTecTBEeHHO, pHIllapy He pelllanuch 6oblle ciepxkuBaTh ['aTtTa. B
HacTosIIee BpeMsi MepiiuH 3aHNMaJl HeBEPOSITHO yBaxkaeMoe IojoxeHue B KoponeBcTse YEpHOHU
Jlyusl. Ha camoM fesne, BO3MOXKHO, Jaxe caM KopoJib YepHou JIyHHI He 001afgas Takou BIAacThio, Kak
MepnuH.

CaTT mocMoTpen Ha MepiuHa, HO He BHITTISIAEN MIOKMPOBAaHHBIM. BMECTO 3TOTr0 OH yIBIOHYIICS U
CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl:

«MepnuH, TH HaKOHeIl BepHyJcs B Briakyorep-Cutu. [ MeHs BO3MOXKHOCTh YBUAETh TeOs mepeq
CMEPTHIO - 9TO cuacThe. Korpma Tt Torma ye3xan us brnakyorep-Cuty, s mogyMar, YTO Mbl BO3MOXKHO
HUKOTZA 60JIbIle HE YBUAUMCS ...»

Ton T'aTTa GBI CIOKOMHBIM, HO €T0 HETEPIIe/INBOE BhIpaKeHNE He MOTJIO CKPHITh BOJTHEHUE U
PafioCTh, TPEIEIIYIIe B €T0 CepALle.

«4 BepHyrcs, ['aTT. { Xe roBopus, YTO BEPHYCh!»

MepnuH MArHyI BIEPE U HeXKHO nogaepxkain I'atta. OH OBUT TOJICTHIM Jaxe Korga OblT MaJIeHbKUM
MaJIbYuKOM, HO TeIephb ero TejIo OBIJI0 pa3myTEIM U HaMHOTO CUIbHEe, YeM paHbie. [Toxoxe, eMy
Hy>KHa Obljla MoAfepkKKa AJIsl TOT0, YTOOBI OH MOT YCTOMYMBO XOMUTh.

«ITorgéM B 3aMOK YHIICOHA, OCMOTPHUCE.»

MepHI/IH ornspencs. Bug atoro CTAPUHHOT'O 3dMKa BBEI3BAJI Y HET'O CJIOZKHEBEIE 9MOIINH. Korpga on
BII€PBEIE IIOSABUJIICA B 9TOM MHPE, 3TO IIPOU30IIIIO0O KMEHHO 30€Ch. B MraoBeHue 0OKa B €T0 CO3HaHUU
IIPOHECIIOCH CTOJIEKO BCETO.

Boigs B 3aMoK, MepnuH 00HApYKHUII, YTO 3a CafioM, II0X0XKe, PEryIsSpHO yxaxkuBaoT. He ObII0 HU
emuHOTO ciema 6ecrmopsanka. OmHAKO MajleHbKOE IepeBlle, KOTOPOe OH IIOMHUJI ITPEeBPaTUIOCh B
OTPOMHOE [IEPEBO, B3[IEIMaroIee He0o.

B YXO0XKEHHOM Cany KpaCHUBO IIBEJIN SAPKKE IIBETHI. [TosIBUIIOCE MHOT'O HOBBIX BUIOB, ¥ BCE OHU
HCTOYalln l'IpI/IHTHBII;I apoMar.



MepiuH pacuaxHyJ JaBHO 3aKPHITHE JBepu. BHYTPH 3aMKa BCe 0CTalIOCh TAKKM XKe, KakK paHbiie. OT
IIAPOKOTO 06eIeHHOT0 CTOJIa [0 MIATKOT0 Kpeciia 3TOT 3aMOK He ITOCTPaasl OT IPOIIEANINX JIeT
3aIyCTEHUS.

YBupnes yousneHue Ha nulle Mepnusa, Ctapslii ['aTT IMUPOKO YXMEUIBHYICA. OH C TOPOOCTHIO CKa3all
Mepnuny:

«ITocmne TOTo, KaK THI YIIEN, ST IPUMEHUIT XUTPOYMHYIO TAKTHUKY IJISI TOT'0, YTOOBI BRIKYIIUTh 9TOT
3aMoK y LlepkBu CBeTa. { oCcTaBuI BCE KaK €CTh. BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU s IIPUCHIIAT KOT0-HUOY b,
yTOOBI yOpaThcsi. Tenmepb KaxKeTcs, YTO BCe 3TU YCUIHUSA He ObUIM HallpaCHBIMU. »

MepiuH HeXHO IOTIafuiI YUCTHE Oesble CTeHHl. I1ocie JoIroro MoIYyaHus OH MSTKO IIPOU3HEC:
«Cnacu6o, I'att!»

«He roBopu 00 9TOoM. ECyut OBI THI He YIIEJ TOTIa, BOSMOXKHO, 5 ObI Jaxke CTal TBOUM
poxmcTBeHHUKOM. [Ia... a rme Maticu u 6apoH? [ToueMy OHU He BEPHYJIHUCH?»

MepnuH GBIT HEMHOTO OIIeIOMIIEH. TOJIBKO Celyac OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO CEMbSI MAJIEHBKOT'O TOJICTSIKA
l'aTTa u Ky1aH YUJICOHOB OB JOBOJIbHO 671M3KHU. B wacTHOCTH, KitaH [yTiIaHAOB BCerya MuTal
JKeJlaHue TIOPOOHUTHCS C KJIaHOM YuicoHa. Eciu Ovl B UX ceMbe MOSIBUIICS OapoH, OM3HeC KilaHa
IyTnaHmoB, HECOMHEHHO, IIpoIBeTa Obl e Goblie.

Ecnu OBl He mpou3oIIelre U3MeHeHUsI, 3TO MOIJIO Ol OBITh IeHCTBUTEIFHO BO3MOXKHEIM.

HaTKHyBIIKXCH Ha 3Ty MBICIb, MepJIMH He MOT He IToKayaTh T'0JI0OBOM OT YAOBOILCTBUS. Eciu Obl
Mboiicu y3Hasa, 4To el HyzKHO OBI710 OBl BRIMTH 3aMyK 3a MaJeHbKOTO TOJICTOTO ['aTTa, KOTOPOTO OHA
mpe3upalia, MepauH 3afaBajiCs BOIIPOCOM, KaKOe BRIpaXkKeHue JIKIla OHa IMPOJeMOHCTPHUPOBaa Obl.

«OHu yxe B nyTd. CKOPO OHU IPUERYT AOMOK!»

MepnuH 3HaJ, 4TO ero oTel ¥ Xapu3a AO0JIr0 XKOaJlu BO3MOXKHOCTH BEPHYTHCI B BIIaKyoTep.
[ToaTomy, Korfma Omnp YUICOH IOTy4n U3BECTHE, HECMOTPS Ha CBOM IIPEKJIOHHBIN BO3PACT, OH OBIN
HEeTIPEeKJIOHEH B CBOEM PEIeHUU BEPHYTHCS HOMOM.

[Tyte u3 CHexHo [TycTommu ObUT JOTHM, TO3TOMY UM IOTPe6yeTCsI MHOTO BPEMEHH MJIST TOT'0, YTOOBI
nobpaThkcs 1o BnaKyoTep-CUTH.

B 3amMke Yuncona MepnuH uccienoBan Kaxkaylo KOMHATy. Bce oHU OBISTM B XOPOIIIEM COCTOSTHUH,
II03TOMY OH CUMTAJ, YTO OTell OyAeT oueHb NOBOJIEH, KOTHa BepHETCS. ['aTT XKe OB CTaphIM U
TONCTBEIM. [T09TOMY, Cclienys 3a Mep/lnuHOM, OH XPUIIeNI OT U3HEMOXKEHUS U OB TOTOB PYXHYTH B
70001 MOMEHT.

«fl yxe crap, MepnuH. { He 3aKnvHaTeNb, KakK Thl. [laxke 4yepe3 HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIET ThI
OCTaHeNIbCS BCE TAaKUM Ke I0OHHIM. B TO BpeMs Kak [Jisi MeHs IIPOXKHUTD eIl€ IeCsATh JeT ObII0 OBl
IPUSATHBEIM CIOPIPU30M...» - B OTYasHUM CKa3an CTapeiid TomcTeil ['aTT.

OH oueHb X0pOoIIo ObIJT 3HAKOM C 3aK/IMHATENsAMU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ¥ €ro KjlaHa ObLIM TOPTOBHIE
OTHOILIEHHUS C KaXKIbIM YTOJIKOM 3TOro Mupa. [Jaxe B KoponesctBe UepHou JIyHE KiaH [JyrnaHf BEN
CBOY OU3HeC.

Kpowme Toro, I'aTT OBLI XOPOIIIO OCBEIOMJIEH O COCTOSIHHU CBOETO Tejla. MepIuH Y4yBCTBOBAJ, Kak
JKU3HEHHas CHUJa ero fpyra IoCTeneHHOo yracaeT. Kak u ckasan caM ['aTT, eMy OyHeT CII0KHO



IIPOKMUTH eIIE MecsATOK JieT. Pagu mpolBeTaHus KIaHa OH YIIOPHO TPYHOHUJICS IIOYTH BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb.
OH GbI7T OOBLIYHEIM YEJI0BEKOM, IT03TOMY, €CTECTBEHHO, BECh 3TOT TPY/ CKAa3aJiCs Ha ero Teje, U OH
OBICTPO COCTAPHUIICS.

910 OBIN GAKT, KOTOPHIM HEe MOT U3MEHUTH laxke MepiuH.

«X0opol1o, 1 0CMOTpesI 3aMOK. [laBall OTIIPaBUMCSI B TBOM 3aMOK, U THI IIOAEIALILCSI CO MHOU
VHTEPECHBIMU UCTOPUSIMU. »

MepnuH 3Haj, 4To ['aTT OB BeCbMa HeOOLIYHBIM UYeT0BeKOM. OH IIPOUCXOAN U3 HEOOJIbION CEMbHI
B brakyotep-Cutu. OgHako ero 6usHec mpoueTan u llepkoBb CBeTa HUUET0 He MOTJIa ITOfeNaTh C
TeM, YTO ero KJIaH UMeJl TOProBele oTHOLIeHUA ¢ KoponeBctBoM YéepHou JIyHEL.

Mepnus nocimemoBan 3a CtapeiM ['aTToM 00paTHO B ero 3amMok. OgHaKo, Korga MepiiuH yBUAEN ero,
OH ORI TOPazKEH. DTO OBLI HE 3aMOK, a HBOPEII.

OH OBl HEBEPOSTHO POCKOIIEH!

B 3amke I'aTTa OBI7I0 O€CUKMCIIEHHOE MHOXKECTBO CJIyT. Korma oHM yBUOEIH, YTO XO3SIUH
BO3BpAIIIAETCS JOMOY HEeBPEOUMBIM, MHOTHE U3 HUX B3IOXHYIHU C 06meruenueM. Eciu OBl 94TO-TO
Cay4dusiock ¢ [aTToM, OHM He CMOTIH OBl OIIPaBHAThCS Mepeq KilaHoM [IyriaaHgoB.

«MunopH, epeTUKy YTO-HUOYObh C BAMU CHEJIaIN?» - MSTKO CIIPOCHUJ BEICOKMH PHIKUM PHIIIAPh.

3a mpegenaMu 3aMKa TPEXTOJIOBEIN OPAaKOH PacIpaBUiI KPEIIbs. TPU CBUPEIBIX TOJIOBH, KAa3aJioCh,
HaCMeXaJiuCh HaJl OXpaHHUKAMH 3aMKa. TOT (HakT, YTO CTPaXXHUKHU He cOexkaid cpa3y MmocJe TOoro,
KaK YBHMIEJIX 9TOT0 Y2KaCalolero 3Bepsi, CYUTAJICS [TOXBAIbHEIM.

aTT MaxHyJ PyKOU.

«4 B mopsimke. IT0 MoM xopouui apyr, Bonme6buuk Mepnun. He o6uxait ero!»
[Tocne aroro I'aTT yneIOHYIICS.

«MepnuH, 10XKalyuCcTa, BXOOUA. ITO MOX 3aMOK!»

MepnuH B3TJISHYI Ha pHIllaps 1 6e33a00THO mocienoBan 3a [aTToM.

[Tocne atoro I'aTT momenuics cBoel nerengapHoin ucropuei. Korga IlapctBo CBeTa OBIIO
OKKynupoBaHo LlepkoBrio CBeTa, KoTopas 3aTeM chopMmupoBana Mmneputo Ceatoro Cseta, ['aTT
IIOCTEIIeHHO HayaJsl IPOSIBNISIThH CBOE YyThe B OM3HECE.

Omnupasich Ha HEKOTOPHIE M3 MPOU3BOACTB CBOEM CEMbH, OH Haydall CO3[laBaTh TOPTOBLIM KiaH. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ero OM3HEC PACIPOCTPaHUIICs 1o Bceir Mmmepuu Cesitoro CBeTa, ¥ OH Haxe Obl
ymocToeH TuTyJa rpada ot MmnepaTtopa Mmnepuu Cesitoro CBeTa. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO 3TO OB
BCETO JIMIIb UJITIO30PHBIM TUTYJI, OH MO-IPEeXKHEeMY CUHUTAJICS apUCTOKPATOM, UTO OBIIO
OOCTUKEHHWEM, 0 KOTOPOM MHOTME MeuTaJll.

Bcero 3a HECKONIBKO AeCATUNETUH KilaH [yrinadf cTaja KPyIHEUIIUM TOPTrOBEIM KjlaHOM B MMnepuu
Casaroro CBeTa u filaxe B Mupe. busHec ero cembu ObIJI B COCTOSIHMHM 00€CIIeYUTh BCe BUABI IIPUIIACOB
st Umnepun Cestoro Ceera.

HeynusutensHo, uTo KoponecTBo YépHoU JIyHH HalleNIWIOCh Ha KiaH [lyriaaHg ¥ X0Teso
YHUYTOXKUJIO €T0. ITa OTpoOMHas Ou3Hec-uMIepus Oblna CIUIIKOM oyie3Ha s Mmmnepuu CBITOTO



Csera.
«41 He oxuparn, 4yTo y Te0s Takou TanaHT, [aTT. TBOI OMBIT MOKHO CYHATATh JI€T€HOAPHBIM. .. »

MepnuH OBIJT CYACTINB 3a JOCTUKEHUS CBOET0 Apyra. XOTs [OCTHUXKeHHS [aTTa Ka3aluch
MEeJIOYHBIMHU 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C MOCTUXKEHUSIMM CaMoro MepiuHa, OH SIBHO JOCTHUT TIpedesa aJis
0OBIYHOT'O YeJIOBEKa.

«Jlemymka!»

KpaCI/IBaH MaJleHbKas NeBOYKa JIET CEMHU HUJIM BOCEMH C 30JIOTEIMHU KOCHYKaMH CMOTpPEJIa Ha MepHI/IHa
CO CTPaxoM.

«IIpoxomu, mpoxomu. MepnuH, 3T0 MosI BHy4Ka. Ee 30ByT JHu! MasneHbKas Muias JHOU, CKOpee
IONIPUBETCTBYY OenyIKy MepnauHa.»

«2393 ...»

MepnuH omewmuy. [ a4 Ha 9Ty, IIOX0XKYI0 Ha (paphopoByio KyKiy, KpacaBuIlly JHOHU, OH BAPYT
TIOHSIJI, YTO IaBHO MOCTUT BO3pacTa Aemda. Jlaxe y HETo yxe ObUIM BHYKH.

«[lenymika Mepmnun!»

OH{U, MoX0XkKe, He Bo3pazKasla IPOTUB 3TOT0 U3NIUIIHE MOJIOXKABOT0 «AeAyIIKKU». ['aTT MOHSAI e€ Ha
KOJIEHHU, HO e€ OoJIblne Tla3a, KaXkeTcs, HEOTPLIBHO CMOTPeH Ha MepnuHa. HekoTopoe Bpems oHa
MOJT4aJia, a MOTOM PeIlHIach CIIPOCUTE.

«Jlenyinka MepinuH, y MeHs eCTh mpock0a. Brl MoxKeTe UCIOHUTh MOE XKeJlaHue?»
«XM? Kako# Ob1 HE OBI7Ia TBOSI MPOChDOa, MaleHbKast JHOH, S 003aTEIbHO €€ BHITIOIHIO! »
Mepnun ynei6ayncs. KTo Mor oTkasaTh CTOIb MUJIOMY PeOEHKY?

«$1 xoTena OBl IOTTIAMUTD TOTO 3MOPOBSIKA Ha yIHIle, HO OSOsS CTPAXK TOBOPHUT, YTO OH IPUHAIEKHUT
BaM.»

[IpocneguB 3a TpaeKTOpHel B3rsgAa JHAU, MepnuH YBUAEI CHaPyKU TPEXTOIOBOT0 IPaKOHa.
Okazajoch, 4TO eBYYIKa FOBOPHUJIA O HEM.

Ha ry6ax MepnuHa nosiBunach yiael0ka. TUXUM rojI0COM OH CITPOCHIT:
«3JTOT 3MOPOBSIK TaKOM CTpallHblit. Bce ero 6osTcs. Pa3Be TH He GOUIILCS €ro?»

«41 xpabpas. 1 He 6010Cch! 3MOPOBSIK BHITISIAUT CBUPEIIHIM, HO, OJIXKHO OBITh, €My 0Y€Hb OJJUHOKO.
Henyirka MepnuH, MOTY S IOTJIaAUTh €T0?»

MepnuH yneiOHyICs. CBUPENBIA TPEXTOIOBHEY IPAKOH OBINT BOCIIPUHSAT MaJeHbKOU JEeBOYKOM Kak
«OOUHOKUU».

OnHaKo, yBUOEB HETePIIeHHE B IMla3axX JHAM, MepIuH KUBHYIIL.
«Koneuno. Ecnu THI He OOHMIIBCS, 5T IIO3HAKOMITIO TeOS C 9THUM 3[[OPOBSIKOM MOOIIHKE.

Bups, uto I'aTT HEMHOTO 00€CIIOKOEH CTOJIb PE3KUM IIOBOPOTOM COOBITHM, Mep/IuH CIIOKONHO CKa3a



eMy.
«He BonHy¥CS, C HEY HAYETO He CIIYyYUTCH.»

MepnuH npuBen IHAM U ['aTTa K TPEXTOJIOBOMY [IPaKOHY. TpH I'OJIOBEL JIETOHBKO YTKHYIMCH HOCOM B
Te10 MeprruHa, 0YEBUAHO, OYEHDb BHIKA3bIBasl 0UEHDb HEKHOE OTHOIIEHUE K HEMY.

MepnuH cKa3an eMy TUXUM I'0JIOCOM:
«He Tporait HUKOTO0 30€eCh!»

TpExXTonoBHIl IPaKOH MOPTHYI B 3HAK COTJIacusi. Ero MHTEeIeKT ObT JOCTAaTOYHO BEICOKUM,
II03TOMY, eCTECTBEHHO, OH ITOHKMMaJ KOMaHAy MepnuHa. 3aTeM MepnuH NOOBEN MaJIeHbKYI0 DHAN K
OJTHOM M3 TOJIOB ApaKoHAa. Yei0asich, OH CKa3a:

«JH[H, TeTeph BB APY3bs, TaK YTO OH He 06uguT Tebs.»

OHOU B3BOJIHOBAHHO IIOXJIONAJIa TPEXTOJIOBOTO APaKoHa. ITocie mprka3a MepirHa OH He OCMEJIHIICS
paccepauThCs. Bce, 4To 0H MOT cOefnaTh, 9TO B3TIAHYTh Ha MepiiuHa ¢ «00UXKEeHHBIM» BhIpakeHueM
Mopabl. C KaKKX 3TO IOP CBUPEILIM TPEXTONIOBEIN IPAaKOH-MOHCTP CTal «HerabapuTHHEIM MUTOMIIEM»
YyeJIoBeYeCKOU NeBOYKU?

OHMY 3a1uyach BeCENBIM CMeXoM. ['aTT ToXe JOBOIBbHO YIEIOHYNICS. MepnuH 4yBCTBOBA
yIOBIIETBOPEHME B cepplle ['aTTa, U TOKe KOe-4TO MOHSJI.

Bo3moxHo, y I'yTTa 1 B camoM gesie Gorblie He ObITIO COXKaNeHUH B KHU3HY ...
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