— OTO0 TaK MUJIEHbKO! B3rIssHU Ha BCE 3TU CBETSIIKU U OJIECTAIIKYA! — DOMUJIb XJIOMaN KPHUIbIMHU, OT
yero Bosiock Tadenb o6MoTanuch BOKpYT poroB. OH BOCTOPKEHHO TOATIPHITUBAT Ha ee Ieye. —
Cmotpu, cmoTpu! A 9T0 4TO?

— 970 ckenet neBuadana, napsumi B Hebe, — nosiciuna Tadens, TPUITYPUBILIUCE. — 3HAUUT JIU
3T0, 4TO MUCTep CKeJIu OTKPEITO 3aBUJ O CBOEM NIPUCYTCTBUU? IHTEPECHO, KaK 0TpearupyoT
CBSATHIE IPaKOHE], — OHa KMBHYyNa ce0e, HECIIENTHO IIaras 110 [OPoTre, BeAyllell K pa3yKpalleHHOMY
ropony. — 3abaBHOe OyHeT 3penulIle.

— 9? Pa3Be Tebe He MPEACTOUT OUTBA CO CBSAITHIM IPAKOHOM? — CIIPOCUJI DMUJIIb, ITOIYTHO KITIOBOM
puBOas mpudecky Tadens B mopsamok. — f myMario, 9To OyzeT elile OoJiee MHTepeCcHOe 3penuine. I
Oyny 6oneTs 3a Tebs.

— Hy X0Tb KTO-TO X[eT C HeTepneHueM, — B3poxHyna Tadens. — Hametocs, Mol miaH cpaboTaer.
CkenetaM nyulnie OB pacCTaBUTh PYHHl Ha CBOM MeCTa, UHade 51 U30HIy clle3aMy, — OHa II0BEPHYJa
TOJIOBY. OMHUJIb 3aCTHIJI IIOCPEY CBOETO 3aHATUS U MOPrHYJ. — Kak oyMaels, OHa 3aMEeTUT Hac U3-3a
aypHl, KaK y heHukca?

— B cmeicne “Kak y perHuKca”? — pacnymuics IMuiib. — MuI 1 ecTh peHuKCH. U fna, oHa Hac
3aMeTuT. OHa yXKe JIETUT CIOfla, €CJIU THI ellle He OCO3Hasa.

— Xax? — Tadens 3amepna. — Cepbe3Ho? Ecmu 3T0 mIyTKa, TO HECMEIIHAS.

— 4 momury4yuBato TONBKO Haf [lepcu, — cKa3an OMUIb ¥, IPUHIOXaBIINCh, B3OEePHYI K/I0B. — BoH
OHA, BUOUIIL?

Tadens mocMoTpena BBepX. B ux CTOPOHY, YXMEIISIACh, M4anach cepedpucTtas gpakonuiia. OHa
3apeBeria, BHITYCTHUB U3 ITAaCTH cepeOpsiHOe IaMsi, 0CBeTHBIIee Hebeca.

— BricTpo oHa, — cka3ana Tadens u 3akycumna ryby. Ee poxkKu 3aCBETUIIHUCH, U OKPYKAIOIIHH
nei3ax CMEHHUJICS JIYyTroM, Ha KOTOPOM TYT ¥ TaM cepeOpuiuch pyHsl. OCMOTPEBIINCH, OHA C
o0neryeHneM BhIIOXHYJa. — CKeJeThl XOPOIIO0 MOTPYOUIUCE.



— TsI HE CMOXKeIIb OeraTh OT MEHs BEYHO! — pa3masioch MOOIH30CTH.

— Cnpsiubcst B 6€30I1acHOM MecTe, IMUIb, — cKa3ana Tadens, ciuxuBas ITeHIA ¢ mneda. Coenas
rmyOOKMH BOOX, OHa CXKaJla PYKU 3a CIIMHOM, BHINIPSAMUIACh. [JOMTui BEIAOX, OHA MIPUKpPHIIA I'Jas3a, U
OT MeCTa, TIOe OHA CTOsJIa, CJIOBHO IAyTHHA, PACIOJI3NIMUCh 3MEMKHN MaHHI, KacasiCh CepeOpUCTHIX PYH.
Tadens pe3ko pacnaxHymna riasa. — 4 cMory.

CeperHHbII;I OPAKOH HpI/I6J'II/I}KaJ'IC${, KaX[IObIM B3MdXOM KDEIJIbEB CO3[1dBasd BUXPH, OKPYXKHUBIIKE €€,
Pa3BeBaloIlIre BOJIOCHI. On IIPU3EMIINJICS IIepen HeW U OTIsAmencs.

— JloBymika? Hy nagHo.

— A THI ¥ TIpaBMa HaMepeHa CO MHOM CpaxXaThCs, XaX, — mpousHecsa Tadenb u MpuKycuia ryoy. —
Yro Xk, cioymait! 4 He cobupaiock oTnaBaTh TeOe Bypa. OH Moii, ¥ TH €ro He IONyYHIlb. YTO C TOTO,
YTO THI IPaKOH? 5, s He 6010Ch!

— Brino 6wl yOeguTenbHel, ecniu Obl y TeOst KOJIEHKH OpYT 00 Apyra He rpeMenu, — 3aMmeTuna JIymy,
KWBHYB, Ha Tpscymuecs Horu Tadenb. — MHe Temeph gaxke HEMHOXKKO CTHITHO, HO YTO IOIEIATh.
Bokpyr Tak Mano gpaKOHOB; eCJIH YCTYIUTIO Bypa, mpumeTcst ellle THICSIYY JIET XKOATh, — OHA
HaAKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY U B3[JOXHYNa. — TOYHO HE OTCTYIIHIID?

— BoT Mmoi#i oTBeT, — cka3asna Tadenb, HAKIOHUIACH U IIPHXKaJla JagoHu K 3emye. CepeOpucTre
PYHBI BOKPYT 3aCBETUIIHACh. — Korfa 5 BRIXO[XTIa 3a HETO, 5 Kislack OBITh PSOOM C HUM B TOpe U B
papmocTt, B 6071€3HU U B 3IpaBUU. M1 HUKAKOMY [IPAaKOHY 3TOT'0 HE U3MEHUTh! — OHa cxKana 3yOHl, a
POXKKM Ha T'0OJIOBE BCIIBIXHYIH GEJIHIM CBETOM. — BKyCH MO0 pPeInuMoCTh!

OMuIb 3aCJIOHUII TJTa3a OT CBETa, MOATIISAAbIBAas CKBO3b ITPOCBETH B IEPHSIX. JIyIy pBaHyIach K
Tadensb, HO He ycnesna coenaTh U IMapH I1aroB, Kak CBET UCYe3, U OHa BMECTE C HUM. DMUJIb OBAK/IEI
MODPTHYJI ¥ OCMOTPEJICS, 3aTeM YCTaBHUJICS B 3€MJTIO.

— CecTpulia OTIIpaBuUia ee mof 3eMJI0?



OH cneTen OBITO C BETKH, HAa KOTOPOU CIIpsiTajics, HO Tadenb 3aKpuyana:

— OcrTaBaiicsa TaMm, OMunsL! Mt ellle He 3aKOHYUIIN!

— Xax? — mTeHel IIyCTPO BEPHYJICS Ha MECTO U IoXKaJ muedaMu. — Kak ckaxels, — IpobopMoTart
OH Tpo ce0s1, ¥ CTaa XKaaTh, KOTHAa XKe YTO-TO IMpou3ouaeT, HO Tadesnb ocTaBalach BCe B TOM XKe TI03€,
CKOPYMBIINCh Ha MECTE, U He IBUTaJlaChb. IMUIIb yKe coOpasics 3eBHYTh, Kak BOPYT Tadenb
OTCKOYUJIa B CTOPOHY, @ 3eMJIS IIOfl Hell PacKoJI0ach, BHITYCKas U3 HelIp OPaKOHbBIO TOJIOBY.

— Kaxkoro uepra?! — 3aBomuna JIymy. — Thl MeHs XKuBbeM moxopoHuna! He 6ynb s ApakoHOM, TaM
Ob1 1 moMepna! ITo OBIIO—

— Bepnuch o6paTHO! — BHKpHKHYIa Tadens, BHOBb CBEPKHYB poramu. JIyay ucdesa OmsiTh,
0CTaBUB Mocyie cebst OeIpy B 3emiie. Tadensb 3aKprijia ee Maruey 3eMiu u npobopmoTtana: — MHe
IIPUXOIUTCS UCIIOIb30BATh 3TO, UMEHHO ITIOTOMY, YTO ThI JPAKOH.

Omunb 3amoprain. OH mocMoTpen Ha 1ojie, 3aTeM Ha cebsl.

— A s cMor OBl BEIOPATHCS B TAKOH CUTYalMKU? — OH IT0Yecasl MaKyIIKy KPBUIBIIIKOM. — MOXKeT, eciu
ORI BJIa[ieI MAaMHHOM CIIOCOOHOCTEIO OTHEHHOM TEPPUTOPHUH. ..

CrycTst HECKOTBKO MUHYT 3€MJIsS PACKOJI0Iach OISITh, OTKPHIBAs B30PY rojioBy JIyny. [IpakoHuUIa
JKaHO XBaTaHyJa BO3AYX U MocMoTpesna Ha Tadens, cy3us riasa.

— JlagHo, TeIlePb ThI 3aCTaBJIsA€Ib MEH...

— Hcuesnu! — psaBkuyna Tadens, ornpaBuB JIyiny momanblile 40 TOTO, KakK Ta 3aKOHYHMIIA (pasy.
IpakoH¥MIIa UCYe371a, ¥ JEMOHUIIA BRIOXHYJIA, CHOBA ITOTPATHUB MaHY Ha 3aKPHITHE ABIPEL. — Ecmu Obl
s paHee He yBHUfeJa, KaK DKCIEHTEP TEJIEIOPTUPYET TOT0 3apazkKeHHOT0 YEPBSIMHU ApaKOHa Ky/a
TIOJaJIbIlle, TO MHE OBl 3Ta UOES ¥ B TOJIOBY HE MPHIIJIA, — OHA (GBIPKHYJIA ¥ BIIEPUIIACH B3TISIIOM



cebe nop Horu. — Tebe HEKOro BUHUTL, KpOMe Ce0s, 3a TO, YTO THl ApakoH. KTo Te0s cremnan
HeysI3BUMOH K OONBIIXHCTBY BUNOB Maruu?

OMusb nockpe6 ToI0By KOTOTKOM, YCIBIIIAB cJI0Ba Tades.

— He gyman, 4To cecTpulla Takas 371asl; OHa, KaXeTCs, 3aBUAyeT JpakKoHaM, — OH II0KadaJs I0JI0BOU
M BBIISITUJI TPYOKY. — KOTo BOJIHYIOT 3TH APaKOHH? MEI, (heHUKCH, UM POoBHS. CTapiIas cecTpa
IPSIMO celdac 3TO foKaxerT!

T'onoBa Jlyly BHOBb BEIPBAJIach M3 MOYBHI, B 3TOT pa3 MemyieHHee. OHa TSIKeJI0 OhIIIaa.

— Crnymau crofa, Coeflaellb Taxk elle pas...

— ITpoBanuce! — cka3aina Tadens, pora CHOBa 3aCBETH/INCH. YIIePeB PYKH B O0OKHU, OHa B OUepegHOM
pa3 3aKphUla OeIpy. — ITO HEMHOXKEYKO faXkKe... BeCeJo...

PacraxHyB rina3a, oHa BOPYT OTIPHITHYyIa BOOK, efBa n30exkaB B3IMETHYBIIETocsl cTo10a 0esoi JIaBEL.
W3 naBwl ¢ peBoM BhUTeTena JIymy.

— 9TOo BCe, UTO THI MO...

— Tenenopt! — Beimanuna Tadens, ykasas Ha JIyny. CepeOpucTast fpaKoHUIIa UCcYe3Jia BMECTE C
OYEepEemHBEIM JIaBOBLIM CTOIOOM.

— E#l maxe He 00sg3aTebHO KacaTbCAd PyH? — MPOKpHYal U3aneKa IMHUJb.

— He-a, ¢ aTUMU pyHaMu s MOTY MaHUITYJIUPOBATh TIOOLIM ITPOCTPAHCTBOM B PafiyCe CTa METPOB.



Ecnu GBI TBOSI, 933, TO €CTh, Hallla MaMa He [lajla MHe CBOI0 METKY, 5 Obl B XKU3HU He CMOTJIa
MOIePKUBATh YTO-TO HACTOIHKO MacIITabHOEe B TeUEHUE [OJITOr0 BpeMeHU, HO TIOCKOJIBKY OHa 3TO
cmenana... — Tadens Mmoxarna Ijae4aMu.

— CecrTputia! — mpokpuYan OMuIb. — S ¥ He AyMaJ, YTO THl TaKas moTpsicaiomas! IToueMy ke Torma
THI cOexKaja OT Hee B IePBHIH pa3?

— A kT0 OB He cO6exkaJsl 0T BHEe3aITHO aTaKyIouero ApakoHa? — ¢ripkHynta Tadens. [To cnune ee
IIpOLIeNT X0I0A0K. — Ho B 9TOT pa3 s roToBa. X0OTh BCe €llle B yKace, — OHa II0OKocuiach BHU3. — O,
OHA OISITh BEIOMPAETCS.

3emiis pa3ppobunack cepeOpsiHBIMU KOrTAMHU. [Ipexke yeM JIymy ycrena XoTs OBl TOJIOBY BHICYHYTh
WJIM YTO-TO CKa3aTh, ee TeJenopTupoBanu oopaTHo nop 3emiito. Bokpyr Tadens 3abunu naBoBble
rer3ephl, HO OHa CyMeJla YKIIOHUTBCS OT KazKI0TO0, TeIeOPTUPYCh. JIyIy mOsIBsIach ele
HECKOJIBKO Pa3, HO KaXXIBI! pa3 MOBTOPSIOCh OOHO U TO XKe€.

OMunb xepaj rpubodek, HalieHHBIN TTO7 IepeBoM, U Habmogan 3a 6oeM.

— Ecnu GBI cecTpulla cpaxasnack ¢ MaMoOH, moOenuia Ob MaMa. Tak 4TO 3TO He cecTpa
CyIepCUibHAs: TPOCTO APAKOHIIIa CIUIIKOM citabasi, — heHUKC KuBHYN cebe, ¥ BOPYT 3acThul. ['pubd
BBIBAJIMJICSI, @ CaM IITeHeIl yIajl CHavajla Ha BeTKY, a TIOTOM CKATHJICS BHU3, B KYCTHL.

Tacdens TsKes0 ObllIana, OT XKapa JIaBHl 110 ee JIUIY CTPyWics noT. OHa HalpsKeHHO Xaa, ToKa
He BepHeTcs JIyny, HaBOCTPUB YIIIU, YTOOHI JTydIlle CbIIaTh. M3-1mog HOT He JOHOCUIIOCHh HU 3BYKOB,
HU BUOpauuu.

— OHa Xxe He yMepIa, HeT? — MpoOopMoTaia JeMOHHUIIA, IIPUKABIIUCH YXOM K 3eMiie. PEHIK pasmancs
cBepxy, ¢ Hebec, U r'Ma3a ee pacmupuiuck. OHa MOJHSIA TOJIOBY BOBPEMS, YTOOH YBUAETh
HECYIIerocs K Her cepeOpsHOro JpakKoHa.

— Kaxk T8I cMeetis?! Mos mo...



CepebpsiHasi IpaKOHHUIIA MCIapuiack, crouno Tadens yka3aTh Ha Hee. Tadens moxomnana cebs Mo
TPy ¥ BHIJOXHYJIA, YYBCTBYS IO KOXKE MOPO3.

— Caepxy? boxe, Hanmyrana-To Kak. Kak oHa BooO11ie BEIOpanach?..

— 4 cmarocs! — usganeka pasgancs rojoc Jlyny. — MoxeT, neperoBophi? A mogoiiny K Tebe, Tak
YTO, I0XKaNyiCTa, HE TENEOPTUPYH MeHs 00paTHO I0f 3eMJIi0. BrIKapaOKuBaTLCS 04EHb
YTOMUTEJIBHO. [10TOBOPUIIUACE?

Tadens 3acTrina ¥ ycTaBUIach B HallpaBJIeHUH, OTKyOa pa3faBajcs rojoc. IIoTom omycTuna roiosy.
[Tog Heu gpozasa 3eMIis.

— Ecnu Jlyny Ha HOBEPXHOCTH... — JIUIO OEMOHUIE T06JIeHEII0, OHA TEJIeOPTUPOBAIACh K
OKaMeHeBIeMy Tey OMuisi. CroTHYB, oHa Habiofana, Kak BEIPBABIIMICS U3 3eMJu CTOJIO 6enoro
CBeTa YHHYTOXKAET II0JIe, TIe OHAa TOJIbKO YTO CTOSIJIa, PYHHl ¥ BCE OCTAJIbHOE.

OrpoMHEIH cepeOpsIHEIN IPaKOH, pa3a B gBa 6ombite JIyny, BeuteTen u3 nenenuma. Tadens cxBaTuia
OMuss HeMOCIYIIHEIMY PYKaMH ¥ HEIPHYJIa B CTOPOHY, ©30€eKaB CBETOBOTO JIy4a, IIPEBPATHUBIIETO
KYCTHI B ITbIJIb. Eff 3aX0TENI0Ch PHIATh.

— CKOJIbKUX OPaKoHOB Byp ycmen co61a3HuTh?!
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