B cnenytommee MmraoBenue resepan II9HL OYYBCTBOBA TEIIO BOKPYT CBOETO Tejla U OCTPYIO 0OIb B
TynoBullle 1 Hore. OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK MeX IOTUPAET U IIeKOoYeT ero 1meKy. OH MeAIeHHO OTKPBLI
r7a3a, YBUOEB OPaHKEBHIM CBET, UOYIIUN OT KOCTPa, KOTOPHIM OBUI B HECKOJIBKUX MeTpax oT Hero. OH
MOPTHYJI, KOTTIa MOHSJ, YTO HaXOOUTCS B I'Iy0OKOM ITOA3EeMHOM Telepe, OH IOHSATHUS He UMETI, TTe
OHa MOXKET OBITh.

"Brl x0po1o BhICIIANUCh?" 2KEHCKUY r'0JI0C UCIyTall ero, HallOMHUB O IPUCYTCTBUU APYTOro
obuTaTesnsa UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOM KPOBaTH, Ha KOTOPOU OH Jiexkasl. B 0[HO MrHOBeHUe reHepar
BCKOYMJI C KPOBAaTH, Halpsras paHsl Ha Teje. OH 3alIumes CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yObl ¥ yCTABUIICS Ha
JKeHIIUHY B 6eI0 - KpaCHOM MaHTHHU, KOTopas yiei0anack eMy [0 yLIeH.

"THI TAKOM TIIYTIBIE CMEPTHEIH, "YCMEXHYIACh OHA, IIeBEJIS CBOMMU IYIIUCTHIMY OEJTEIMU XBOCTaMH.
Ona 3ampaBuiia JIOKOH 3a YXOM U TOJIKHYJIa TeHepaJla Ha CIIMHY, UCI0/Ib3ys OOUH U3 CBOMX XBOCTOB.

['eHepan B HeOyMeHUH yCTaBUJICS Ha Hee.
"KumyHs? " OH npobopMoTar mpo ce0si, HO IeBATUXBOCTAS XKEHIIMHA-JIMCa YCIIbIIala ero memnor.

"O? Brl 3HaeTe 0 HallleM pofie? " cIIpocuiia OHa, YOUBJIEHHAs, UYTO MyXK4YUHa He c0exal, B OTJIMYKE OT
ee IpeNbIAyIInX XKepPTB.

T'eneparn [Iaub 3acTaBun ce0si CECTh U MPUCIIOHUTLCS K CHIPOX U XOJIOOHOM CTeHe Tellephl. 3HAYUT,
3TO OHA, TIOTOMY YTO OH He YyBCTBOBAJI HUKOT'0 U HUYETO psAmoM ¢ HuMmu. OHa iepxXKaja ero B MIeHy?

OH mepeBen B3TJIAT HA CBOM IpyOble, IepeBsi3aHHbIE DYKU. 3aTeM OH IOAHST PYKY, IPOBEMS 110
CBOUM T'PSI3HBIM [JIMHHBEIM BOJI0CaM, KOTOPHIE OblTH pacmieTeHbl. OH rTy00KOo B3OOXHYI U
TIOMOPIIUIICS, KOT/Ia II0YYBCTBOBAJI OCTPYI0 601b B 00KYy. OmHAKO TO, YTO OH HEe 3aMEeTHUJI PaHee, OBLI0
TO, YTO OH OBIJI TOJIBIM TIOM T'YCTOM IIEPCTHI0, KOTOPas MOKpPhIBajla €ro HUXKHIOW YacTh Tella.

"T'me most omexkma? " ETo royoc ObIJT TAaKMM XOJIOMHBEIM M MOHOTOHHBEIM, OH IIOTPe6oBasl OTBETA OT
3TOT0 CBEPXBECTECTBEHHOI'O CYILECTBA.

[leBATUXBOCTas KeHIWHA-/IICa HAaKJIOHUJIACh BIIepe[ U IPOoBejia KOITUCTOU PYKOU 110 eTro
MYCKYJUCTON U 00HaKeHHOU I'PYIH.

"Cymmutcs. Bel 3a607eeTe, ecny oCTaHeTeCh B HeH, " HalleBasla OHa. Ee IIMHHbBIE YEePHEIE BOJIOCH U
SApKUe Kapue I'ma3a ero ynusunu. OHa Oblsla KpacuBee, UYeM OH OXKH[all.

He OBI710 HUKQKUX COMHEHHUH B TOM, YTO OHA JEeMCTBUTENIbHO Obl/Ia KUITYHS, HEeBITUXBOCTOM JIHCOM,
JIIOO0EOOM B KeM-TO, KTO, JTI00uI 0OMaHLIBaTh ¥ 00/1aJaTh JIOObMH, 3aCTaBISS UX TEPSTh CBOH
BOCIIOMUHAHUS ¥ MHTEJUIEKT. JTH JINCH TaKXKe H300pazkanuch KaK 030pHEIE, 00BIYHO
oOMaHHBIBaOIIKE APYTHX JIIONeN C BO3MOKHOCTBI0 MACKUPOBATHCS MTOM KPACUBHIX XKeHIUH. U aTa
Obly1a 0YEeHb KPAaCUBOU-E€CITH YK OBITH YECTHBIM.

"Yero THI OT MEHS X04elllb? " CIIpOCUil 0H. HeT cMbICa XOOUTh BOKPYT fla OKOJIO. Y 3TOU KEHIIUHEI
OBLTT MOTHUB JepXkKaThb €Tr0 B CBoeM jioroBe. OH CXBATHUII €€ 3a PYKY U YCTAaBUIICS B €€ IITUPOKUE SICHEIE
r1a3a, B KOTOPBIX OTPazKaJjCs TEMIbli I[BET KOCTpa.

I eBITUXBOCTAs XKEHIIIMHA MOPTHYJA, KaK OyITO He MOHSA, YTO OH UMEJI B BULY.
"Tel HAMEPEHHO paHUIIa MeHs, YTOOK IIPUBECTH CIOAAa? " OH CIIPOCHI ellle pa3.

"KoHeuHo, HeT. " OHa OTTONKHYJIA ero, He obpalllasi BAUMaHUS Ha CBOIO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHYIO CUITY,



KOTOpas 3aCTaBHIa TeHepaja B3APOTHYTh OT ee mercTBui. CIuuIkoM cuibHa. OH 3aaBajcs
BOIIPOCOM, HAaCKOJIbKO CHJIBHOHM OHA MOXKeT ObITh. OIHOTO IIPOCTOT0 TOJTYKA OBIIO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOH
CcOUTEL ero c HOr.

"3aueM MHe IPUYHHATH Tebe 60b? 3eMieTpsiceHue OBIJI0 BEI3BAHO €CTECTBEHHBIM ITOA3EMHBIM
TOJTYKOM M He MMeeT KO MHe HUKAKOro OTHoIeHus. Ho 9To g crmacia Te6s u3 pexu. Thl JOmKeH OBITh
6raromapeH, 4To S OTIIJIa4y 3a TBOIO MOOPOTY, a He ocTaBiio Tebs. " OHa B3MOXHYIa U CKPeCTUIIa
PYKH Ha TPY[IH.

"Otnatuiub MHEE? " OH HaxMypuiicad. "MBl paHbllle He BCTpeYaaucs?"

Jlerkuii pyMsiHEIl OKpPacCHII ee IeKH, KOrIa OHA OTBEPHYIach. [1abllbl 3aKPYTHUIIH HECKOJIBKO
CBOOOTHEIX MIPSIOEH.

Bl BCTPEYAJIKCh. ST JIeT Ha3agd. B To BpeMsi THI OBLI elI] HKOM.
"MEI BcTpedasuch. Jec eT Ha3aj. B To Bpe OBLII ele peGeHKoM."

..." OH OBl IOTPsICEH ee yTBepxkaeHueM. OH He cMOT OBl 3a0LITH O BCTpeUe C TAaKOM, KaK OHA, Jaxe
ecyu Obl OBLT PEOEHKOM.

"Tel MHe He Bepuilb? Hy, 3T0 He uMeeT 3HaueHus. Torga TH ObLI elle pebeHKOM. {1 Bepio, 4TO
CMEepPTHHIE He COXPAHSIOT MHOI'0 BOCIIOMHUHAHHUM, C TeX BpeMeH KakK ObIIM MaJIeHbKMMH. 3aTeM OHa
BHITALI[MJIa YTO-TO U3-IIOf XajlaTa ¥ II0Ka3ana eMy. Ero rimasa paclivpuinck, KOrga OH y3Hal 3T0. ITO
OBLT MaMUH TaJICTYK 1 OyiaBKa!

T'enepan [IIoHb B3sJ1 TKAHb U3 €€ PYKU U 0CMOTpen ee. OHAa JeWCTBUTENIBHO IPUHA/JIeKAaa ero
Mmatepu. OH BCIIOMHHUII, KaK II0CJIE TIOXOPOH MaTepu OTIIPABUIICS B TIIyXOU JIEC HETIONAIEKy OT
pomHoro ropopa. OH yBHUAEN OUKYIO JTUCY, IOWMAHHYIO B JIOBYLIKY U PAHEHYIO, U BHITYCTHUII €€,
3aBsi3aB TaJICTYK Ha paHe. OH mAyMaJl, YTO IIOTEPSJT er0 PaHbIle U MOHSATHS He UMeJl, YTO AuKas Oemnas
JIHCa, KOTOPYIO OH CITac M3 JIOBYINKH, XPaHHUIIa €ro TakK IOJTO.

EMY IIPHUIIIO B I'OJIOBY, YTO 3Ta XKEHIMWHA - Ta CaMas JIMCa, KOTOPYIO OH CIlaC AEeCATh JIET Ha3a[.

"Torpa 4ero e Thl XOYelllb OT MeHS? " OH CIIpOCHII ellle pa3. JIucbu ayxu ObiTu MUGOIOTHYECKUMU
CyIlIecTBaMU, KOTOpPble MOTIH OBITH MO0 XOPOImIuMY, 00 MIoxuMu ayxamu. OHU OBIIH
0o0OMaHIITUKAMH II0 CBOEM IIPHUPOIE.

"Tsl 6ECIIOKOUIITLCS, YTO I COOMPaCh ChecTh Te0sA? " OHA ycMexHysack. I'ma3a renepana I1sub
CY3HUJIUCh, ¥ OH HAIIIeJI CBOIO OfleXKAy ¥ Med y KocTpa. OH He myMaJl, YTO 3Ta jiuca chect ero. OH
YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 B 6630IIaCHOCTH B €€ JIOTOBe, UTO OBIII0 CTPAHHO ¥ HEOOBIYHO.

"¢l xouy, 4TOORI THI CTajl MOel mapoi." Ee pyka mogHsmack ¥ cjerka IpoBesia ImajbllaMu 110 ero JIUIY,
IEUCTBYSI OCTOPOXKHO C €€ OCTPHIMU KOTTSMU. "MHe HyXKHBI TBOU T'e€HHI. [Jake eClIu Thl CMEPTHBIN,
TBOU T'€HBI JOCTATOYHO CUJIbHBI, YTOOBI laTh MHE CUJIBHBIX JEeTEHHIIIEeH."

"Yro?" I'enepan [IIsHb HEMOBEPYHBO BHITIAIMI: OHA TOJIBKO YTO CKa3asa, YTO X04YeT, YTOOH OH O ee
mapou?
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